Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non- commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 



Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at http : / /books . qooqle . com/ 



r A — 




3r SWIFTS WORKS, 

COMPLETE 
IN EIGHTEEN VOLUMES. 

<V O L. 4V. 



V V 



THE 

W y O R K S 

ON^THAN SWI#t7 x(d. 
De^n of St Patrick's, Dublin : 

INCLUDING THE WHOLE OF HIS 

POSTHUMOUS PIECES, LETTERS, &c. 

A NEW EDITION, 

ACCURATELY REVISED, AND ARRANGED IN THE MOST 
NATURAL AND PROPER ORDER ; 

WITH 

An Account of the Author's LIFE, 

AND 

Notes Historical, Critical, and Explanatory* 

/ 

By J. HAUnfESWORTH, LL.D. and otters. 



Adorned w/th COPPERPLATES. 



v o l: iv: 



LONDON: 

t 

Fruited for Charles Elliot, Edinburgh* 



MDCCLXXXIV. 



II 




I 

THE 



CONTENTS. 

HE Drapier's Letters continued. 
Letter V. - I 

VI. - - 26 

VII. - 51 

The Drapier demolijhed - - - 87 

A full and true account of the folemn proceffton 
to the gallows , at the execution of William 
W sod, Efq; and hardware-man - "95 

Some co/f derations on the attempts to pafs v Mr. 
Wood's brafs money in Ireland - 1 02 

A Jhort view of the fate of Ireland, in 1727 1 13 

An atifwer to a paper, called, A memorial of 
the poor inhabitants, tradefmen, and la* 
bourers of the kingdom of Ireland 1 24 

A vindication of his Excellency John Lord 
Carteret, from the charge of favouring none 
but Tories, High-churchmen, and Jacobites 136 

Cot fi derations upon two bills fent down from 
the houfe of Lords to the houfe of Commons 
in Ireland, relating to the clergy - - . 

A propofal for an acl of parliament in Irelandy 
to pay off the debts of that nation without tax- 
ing the fubjeel - - 179 

An examination of certain abufes, corruptions, 
and enormities in the city of Dublin - 187 

A letter from a member of the houfe of Com- 
mons in Ireland, to a member of the houfe of 

I Commons in England, concerning the facra- 

mental tefl - 209 

ySome arguments againjt enlarging the power of 

H Bi/bops in fating of Itafes * - 234 

C 

N 

) 



ir The CONTENTS. 

Pa< 

The Prejbyterians plea cf merit in order to take 
off the tejl) impartially examined - 2 1 

The advantages propofed by repealing the facra- 
mental tejl^ impartially conjidered - i\ 

Queries relating to the Jacramental tejl - 2( 

Reafons humbly offered to the parliament of Ire- 
landy for repealing the Jacramental ttfl, in 
favour of the Catholics - - 3 c 

Some reafons again/1 the bill for fettling a he tythe 
of hemp , fax , &c. by a modus - 3 ] 

A modejl propofal to the public for preventing' the 
children of poor people in Ireland from being 
a burden to their parents or country y and for 
making them beneficial to the public - 3 r 

The humble petition of the footmen in and about 
the city of Dublin, to the houfe of Commons , & c . 3 ; 

A propofal for giving badges to the beggars in 
all the parifljes of Dublin - - 3 1 

Advice to the freemen of Dublin^ in the choice 
of a member to reprefent them in parliament 

Some conft derations offered to the Lord Mayor \ 
Aldermen^ &c. of Dublin^ in the choice of a 
Recorder - - - 3- 

The lafi fpeech and dying words of Ebenezer 
Elliftortj who was executed May 2. 1722. 3* 

The Intelligencer , No. I. - - 3^ 

No. III. - - 3 £ 

No. XV. - - 3 ( 

- No. XIX. - - 3s 

A fhort charatler of his excellency Thomas Earl 
of Wharton > lord-lieutenant of Ireland 4c 

A relation of fever al fafts y &c. - - 42 

Remarks on Dr. Swift's tracts relating to Ire- 
land. From Mr. Dean Swift's Effay 43 



Tl 



The DRAPIER's LETTERS continued. 



A LETTER to the Right Honourable the 
Lord Vifcount Moleswouth. 

Written in the year 1724. 

They comfajfti me about alfo ivith- 'words of deceit, and fought a* 
gainft me -without a caufe. 

For my bve they are my adverfaries; but I give myfelf unto prayer. 

wind they have re-warded me evil for good, and hatred for my love. 
Pfal. cix. 3, 4, 5- 

Seek not to be judge, being not able to take aivay iniquity; left at 
any time thou fear the ferfon of the mighty, and lay a ftumbTir.g 
block in the -way of thy uprightnefs. 

Offend not againft the multitude of a city, and then thou Jhalt not 
caft thyfelf Ao-wn among the people. 

Bind not one fin upon another; for in one thou Jhalt not be unf unifi- 
ed. Ecclus. vii. 6, 7, 8. 

Non jam prima pcto Mneftheus, neque vincere certo : 
• Quanquam O ! Sed fupercnt quibus hoc, Neptune, dedifti. 

i Directions to the Printer. 

i Mr. Harding, 

WHEN I fent you my former papers, I 
cannot fay 1 intended you either good 
I or hurt ; and yet you have happened, 

\ through my means, to receive both. I pray God 
^ deliver you from any more of the latter , and en- 
\, creafe the former. Your trade, particularly in 
t this kingdom, is, of all others, the mod unfor- 
I tunately circumftantiated ; for, as you deal in the 
I moft worthlefs kind of trafh, the penny produc- 
n tions of pennylefs fcribblers \ fo* you often venture 
W. Vol. IV; A your 
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yoar liberty, and fometimes your lives, for tfi 
purchafe of half a crown ; and, by your own \\ 
norance, are puniflied for other mens aftions. 

I am afraid, you, in particular, think you hav 
reafon to complain of me, for your own and yoi 
wife's confinement in prifon, to your great es 
pence, as well as hardfliip ; and for a profecutio 
ftill impending. But I will tell you, Mr. Hare 
ing, how that matter (lands. Since the pre: 
hath lain under fo ftri£t an infpe&ion, thofe, wh 
have a mind to inform the world, are become i 
cautious, as to keep themfelves, if poflible, out < 
the way of danger. My cuftom, therefore, is t 
di&ate to a prentice, who can write in a feigne 
hand; and what is written, we fend to your houi 
t>y a blackguard boy. But, at the fame time, 
do allure you, upon my reputation, that I nev< 
did fend you any thing for which I thought yo 
could poffibly be called to an account. And yo 
will be my witnefs, that I always defired you, b 
a letter, to take fome good advice, before you ver 
s tured to print ; becaufe I knew the dexterity ( 
dealers in the lawy at finding out fomething to fafte 
on, where no evil is meant. I am told indee( 
that you did accordingly confult feveral very abl 
perfons ; and even fome> who afterwards appean 
againft you : to which I can only anfwer, that yc 
muft either change your advifers, or determine 1 
print nothing that comes from a drapier. 

I defire you will fend the inclofed letter, dire£ 
ed to my lord vifcount Mole/worthy at his hou 
at Braciden/lown, near Swords : but I would ha^ 



Direclions to the Printer. 



3 



it fent printed^ for the convenience of his lord- 
ihip's reading; becaufe this counterfeit hand of 
my prentice is not very legible. And, if you think 
fit to publifh it, I would have you firft get it read 
oyer by fome notable lawyer : I am aflured, you 
will find enough of them, who are friends to the 
drapier, and will do it without a fee ; which, I am 
afraid, you can ill afford, after all your expences. 
For, although I have taken fo much care, that I 
think it impoflible to find a topic out of the fol- 
lowing papers, for fending you again to prifon, 
yet I will not venture to be your guarantee. 

This enfuing letter contains only a fhort account 
of myfelf, and an humble apology for^my former 
pamphlets, efpecially the loft : with little mention 
of Mr. Wood, or his halfpence ; becaufe I have al- 
ready faid enough upon that fubjedt, until occafion 
{hall be given for new fears ; and, in that cafe, 
you may perhaps hear from me again. 

I am 

From my Jhop in your friend 

St. Francis-ftreet) and fervant 

Dec. 14. 1724. M. B. 

P. S. For want of intercourfe between you and 
me, which I never will fuffer, * your people are 
apt to make very grofs errors in the prefs, which 
I defirc you will provide againft. 

A 2 To 

* The copies were always fent to the prefs by fome qbfeure 
roeflengcr, who never knew the pcrfon from whom he received 
them, but gave them in at a window. The amanuenfis only 
was traded, to whom, about two years after, the author gave 
M>*aiployment of 40 L a year, a* a reward for bis fidelity 
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To the Right honourable 

« 

The Lord Vifcount Molesworth, 
At his Houfe at Brackdenftown, near Swords. 
My Lord, 

I Reflect too late, on the maxim of common ob- 
fervers, that thofe, who meddle in matters 
out of their calling, will have reafon to repent ; 
which is now verified in me : for, by. engaging in 
the trade of a writer, I have drawn updn myfelf 
the difplcafure of tbe government, figtiified by a 
proclamation , promifing a reward of three hundred 
pounds to the flrft faithful fubjeft, who mall be 
able and inclined to inform againft me 5 to whidh 
I may add, the laudable zeal and induftry of my 
lord chief-juftice WJiitfhed, in his endeavours to 
difcover fo dangeroufc a peffon. Therefore, w&e* 
ther I repent or no, I have certainly caufe to da 
fo ; and the common obfervation ftill Bands goorf. 
It will fometimes happen, I know not how, in 
the oourfe of human affairs, that a man fhall be 
made liable to legal animadverfions, where he 
hath nothing to anfwer for, either to God or his 
country : and condemned at Wettminfter-hall, for 
what he will never be charged with at the day of 
judgment. 

After {Iri&ly examining my own heart, and 
confulting fome divines of great reputation, I 
cannot accufe myfelf of any * malice or wicked- 

neft 

* Article* mentioned in -t^o indiftqucqt a?d proclamation. 
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nefs againfl the public ; of any deftgns to fow /edi- 
tion s of reflecting on the king and his minijlers : or 
of endeavouring to alienate the affetlions of the peo- 
ple of this kingdom from thofe of England. All I 
can charge myfelf with, is, a weak attempt to ferve 
a nation in danger of deftru&ion, by a molt wick- 
ed and malicious projector, without waiting un- 
til I were called to its affiftance. Which attempt, 
however it may peihaps give me the title of 
pragmatical and overweening^ will never lie a bur- 
then upon my confcience. God knows, whether 
I may not, with all my caution, have already run 
myfelf. into a fecond danger, by offering thus 
much in my own vindication. For I have heard 
of a judge ) who, upon the criminal's appeal to the 
dreadful day of judgment > told him, he had incur- 
red a primunire for appealing to a foreign jurifditlion : 
and of another in Wales, who feverery checked 
the prifoner for offering the fame plea \ taxing 
him with reflecting on the court by fuch a com- 
parifon ; becaufe comparifons are odious* 

But, in order to make fome excufe for being 
more fpeculative than others of my condition, I 
defire your lordfhip's pardon* while I am doing 
a very foolifh thing ; which is, to give you fome 
little account of myfelf. 

I was bred at a free fchool, where I acquired 
fome little knowledge in the Latin tongue. I 
ferved my apprenticeship in London, and there 
fet up for myfelf, with good fuccefs \ until, by 
the death of fome friends , and misfortunes of others y 
I returned, into this kingdom 5 and began to em- 
A j ploy 
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ploy my thoughts in culti rating the woollen ma- 
nufacture through all its branches; wherein I 
met with great difcouragement, and powerful 
oppofers, whofe objections appear to me very 
ftrange and Angular. They argued, that the peo- 
ple of England would be offended, if our manu- 
factures were brought to equal theirs : and even 
fome of the weaving trade were my enemies; 
which I could not but look upon as abfurd and 
unnatural. I remember your lordmip, at that 
time, did me the honour to come into my fhop> 
where I (hewed you * a piece of black and white 
faff* j u ft f cntr from the dyer; which you were 
pleafed to approve of, and be my beft cuftomer 
for. 

However, I was fo mortified, that I refolve 
for the future, to fit quietly in my fhop, and deal 
in common goods, like the reft of my brethren ^ 
until it happened, fome months ago, confidering 
with myfelf, that the lower and poorer fort of peo- 
ple wanted a plain, frong, codrfe fluff, to defend 
them againfl cold eafterly winds, which then blew 
very fierce and blafling for a long time together ; I 
contrived one on purpofe, which fold very well 
all over the kingdom, and preferved many thou- 
fands from agues. I then made a f fecond and a 
third kind of fluffs for the gentry, with the fame 
fuccefs ; infomuch, that an ague hath hardly been 
heard of for fome time. 

This 

* By this is meant, the Propofal /»r the umverfai ufe of Irtth 
tnanufaBures. 
t The baftcr'* three firft letter* 
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This incited me fo far, that I Ventured upon 
a * fourth piece, made of the bcft Irifh wool I could 
get :,-and I thought it grave and rich enough to be 
worn by the bed lord or judge of the land. But, 
of late, fomc great folks complain, as I hear, that 
when they had it on, they felt a fbuddering in their 
limbs ) and have thrown it Off in a rage ; curling 
to hell the poor drapier 9 who invented it ; fo that 
I am determined never to work for perfons of qua- 
lity again : except for your lordfhip y and a very 
few more* 

I afitire your lord (hip, upon the word of an hor- 
ned citizen, that I am not richer, by the value 
of one of Mr. Wood's halfpence, with the fale of 
all the feveral fluffs I have contrived : for, 'I give 
the whole profit to the dyers and prejfers f. And 
therefore, I hope you will pleafe to believe, that 
no other motive, betides the love of my country,, 
could engage me to bufy my head and hands* 
to the lofs of my time, and the gain of nothing 
but vexation and ill-will. 

I have now in hand one piece of fluff 'to be wo- 
ven on purpofe for your lordihip*, although I 
might be afhamed to offer it to you, after I 
have confeflcd, that it will be made only from 
the % fbreds And remnants of the wool employed in* 
the former. However, I fhall work it up as wctt 
as I can ; and, at word, you need only give it a- 
mong your tenants. 

I am 

• The fourth letter, againft whidi the proclamation was LfluecL 
f Printers. 

\ Meaning, the prefent letter*. 
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I am very fenfible, how ill your lordfhip i* 
like to be entertained, with the pedantry of a 
drapier, in the terms of his own trade. How 
will the matter be .mended, when you find mc 
entering again, although very fparingly, into an 
affair of ftate ? for fuch is now grown the con- 
troverfy with Mr. Wood, if fome great lawyers 
are to be credited. And as it often happens at 
play, that men begin with farthingfyj^id go on to 
gold, till fome of them lofe their eftafes, and die 
in jail : fo it may poffibly fall out in my cafe, 
that, by playing too long with Mr. Wood's half- 
pence,-! may be dra wn in to pay a fine, double to 
the reward for betraying me ; be fent to prifon, 
and not be delivered thence y until I Jhall have paid 
the uttermoft farthing. 

There are, my lord, three forts of perfons, 
with whom I am refolved never to difpute : a 
highwayman, with a piftol at my breaft a troop of 
dragoons, who come to plunder my houfe ; and a 
man of the law, who can make a merit of accuf- 
ing me. In each of thefe cafes* which are almojl 
the fame, the bell method is, to keep out of the 
way ; and the next beft is, to deliver your money, 
furrender your houfe, and confefs nothing. 
- I am told, that the two points in my laft let- 
ter, from which an occasion of offence hath been 
taken, are* where I mention his Majefty's an- 
fwer to the addrefs of the houfe of Lords, upon 
Mr. Wood's patent ; and where I difcourfe upoa 
Ireland's being a dependent kingdom. As to the 
former, I can only fay, that I have treated it 

with 
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with die utmoft refpeft and caution: and i 
thought it neeeflary, to fhew where Wood's pa- 
tent differed, in many eflcntial parts, from all o- 
there that ever had been granted y becaufe the 
contrary had, for want of due information, been 
fo ftrongly and fo largely aflerted. As to the o- 
ther* of Ireland's dependency ; I confefs to hard 
often heard it mentioned, but was never able to 
underftand what it meant. This gave me the 
curio fity to enquire among feveTal Eminent law- 
yers, who prdfeffed they knew nothing of the 
matter. I then turned over all the ftatutts of 
both kingdoms, without the kaft information* 
further than an Irifh ad, that I q&dtdd, of the 
33d of Henry VJH< uniting Ireland to £rfgia»d 
under one king. I caniwt fay, 1 was forty w tw 
disappointed in my fearch, because k is certain, I 
could be contested to depend only upon Cod arid 
my prince, and the laws of my 6m*n country? after 
the manner of other nati&m. Bur, finee my betters 
net of a different gpinfafi, aftd Ae&xt ftsrthtr depen* 
demies, I fhall outwardly fobmit ; yet, ftill infift- 
rag, in my own heart, upon the exception 1 made 
of M. B. drapier* Indeed, that hint was dot* 
rowed from an idte ftory I had }eafd m England* 
which, perhaps, may be common and beaten $ 
but, becaufe it injmnates neither tree-font mr fedU 
twn, I will juft barely relate it* 

Some hundred years agd, when the peers were 
fo great, that the commons wer6 looked upon as 
little better than their dependents, a bill wa* 
brought in* for making (bm$ new additions to the 

power: 
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power and privileges of the peerage. After it 
was read, one Mr. Drue, a member of the houfe, 
Hood up, and faid, he very much approved the 
bill, and would give his vote to have it pafs ; but, 
however, for fome reafons, beft known to him- 
felf, he defired, that a claufe might be inferted, 
for excepting the family of the Drucs. The odd- 
nefs of the propofition taught others to refleft a 
little and the bill was thrown out. 

Whether I were miftaken, or went too far in 
examining the dependency mud be left to the im- 
partial judgment of the world, as well as to the 
courts of judicature ; although, indeed, not in fa 
effectual and deciftve a manner. But, to affirm, as 
I hear fomfe do, in order to countenance a fearful 
and fervile fpirit, that this point did not belong U 
my fubjecl, is a falfe and foolifti obje&ion. There 
were feveral fcandalous reports induftrioufly 
fpread by Wood, and his accomplices, to dis- 
courage all oppofition againft his infamous pro- 
jefl. They gave it out, that we were prepared 
for a rebellion; that we difputed the king's prero- 
gative 9 and were {halting off our dependency. The 
firft went fo far, and obtained fo much belief a- 
gainft the mod vifible demonftrations to the con- 
trary, that a great per/on of this kingdom, now in 
England, fent over fuch an account of it to his 
friends, as would make any good fubje£t both 
grieve and tremble. I thought it, therefore, ne- 
ceffary, to treat that calumny as it deferved. 
Then 1 proved, by an invincible argument, that 
we could have no intention to difpute his Ma* 
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jefty's prerogative; becaufe the prerogative wa$ 
not concerned in the queftion \ the civilians and 
lawyers of all nations agreeing, that copper is not 
money. And, laftly, to clear us from the impu- 
tation of (baking off our dependency, I (hewed 
wherein I thought, and (hall ever think, this de- 
pendency confided *, and cited the ftatute above 
mentioned, made in Ireland : by which it is en* 
a&ed, that whoever is king of England, Jhall be 
king 3/* Ireland : and that the two kingdoms (hall 
be for ever knit together under one king. This, as 
I conceived, did wholly acquit us of intending to 
break our dependency ; becaufe it was altogether 
out of our power : for, furely, no king of Eng- 
land will ever confent to the repeal of this ftatute. 

But, upon this article, I am charged with a 
heavier accufation. It is faid, I went too far 9 
when I declared, that " if ever the pretender mould 
u come to be fixed upon the throne of England, 
<f (which God forbid) I would fo far venture to 
" tranfgrefs this ftatute, that I would lofe the laft 
" drop of my blood, before I would fubmit to him, 
" as king of Ireland." 

This, I hear on all fides, is the ftrongeft and 
weightieft objection againft me •, and which hath 
given the mod offence •, that I fliould be fo bold 
to declare againft a direct ftatute ; and that any 
motive, how ftrong foever, could make me rejecl; 
a king, whom England fliould receive. Now, if, 
in defending myfelf from this accufation, I 
fhould freely confefs, that I went too far ; that 
the expreffion was very indifcreet, although oc- 

cafioned 
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cafioned by my zeal for his prefent Majefty, and 
bis proteftant line in tbc houfe of Hanover $ 
that I (hall be careful never to offend again in 
the like kind ; and that 1 hope this free acknow- 
Jedgment, and forrow for my error, will be foine 
atonement, and a little foften the hearts of my 
powerful adverfaries : I fay, if I (hould offer fuch 
a defence as this, I do not doubt but fome people 
would wreft it to an ill meaning, by a fpitefal 
interpretation. And, therefore, fince I cannot 
think of any other anfwer, which that paragraph 
can admit, I will leave it to the mercy of every 
candid reader ; but flill without recanting my 
own opinion. 

I will now venture to tell your lord (hip a fe* 
cret, wherein, I fear, you are too deeply concern- 
ed. You will therefore pleafe to know, that this 
habit of writing and difcourfing, wherein I un- 
fortunately differ from almojl the whole kingdom, 
and am apt to grate the ears of more than I could 
wifh, was acquired during my apprenticefhip in 
London, and a long refidence there, after I had 
fet up for myfelf. Upon my return and fettle- 
ment here, I thought I had only changed one coun- 
try of freedom for another. I had been long con- 
verfant with the writings of your lordfhip,* Mr. 
Locke, Mr. Molineux, Colonel Sidney, and other 
dangerous authors, who talk of " liberty as a 
" blefling, to which the whole race of mankind 
" hath an original title 5 whereof nothing but 

" unlawful 

* He publMhed a book, in the reign of King William III. 
entitled, The State of Denmark, with a large preface. Hav/kef. 
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tc unlawful force can diveft them." I knew a 
great deal of the feveral Gothic inftitutions in 
Europe ; and by what incidents and events they 
came to be deftroyed : and I ever thought it the 
moil uncontrolled and univerfally agreed maxim, 
that u freedom confifts in a people's being go- 
41 verned by laws made with their own confentj 
" and flavery in the contrary." I have been like- 
wife told, and believe it to be true, that liberty 
and property are words of known ufe and fignifi- 
cation in this kingdom 5 and the very lawyers 
pretend to underftand, and have them often in 
their mouths. Thefe were the errors which have 
milled me \ and to which alone I muft impute 
the fevere treatment I have received. But I mall 
in time grout wifer, and learn to confider my 
driver, the road I am in, and with whom I am 
yoked. This I will venture to fay, That the bold- 
eft and mod obnoxious words I ever delivered, 
would, in England, have only expofed me as a 
ftupid fool, who went to prove, that the funjhone 
in a clear fummer^s day : and I have witnefles rea- 
dy to depofe, that your Lordfliip hath faid and 
writ fifty times worfe ; and, what is ftill an ag- 
gravation, with infinitely more wit and learning, 
and ftronger arguments : fo that, as politics run, 
I do not know a perfon of more exceptionable 
principles than yourfelf : and, if ever I fhall be 
difcovered, I think you will be bound, in honour, 
to pay my fine, and fupport me in prifon ; . or 
elfe I may chance to inform againft you, by way 
of reprifal. 

, Vol. IV, B In 



!4 The DRAPIER's LETTERS. 



In the, mean time, I beg your Lordfhip to re- 
ceive my confeflion ; that, if there be any focb 
thing as a dependency of Ireland upon England, 
otherwife than as I have explained it, either by 
the law of God, of nature, of reafon, of nations, 
or of the land, (which I (hall die rather than 
grant) then was the proclamation again ft me the 
moil merciful that ever was put out ; and, inftead 
of accufing me as malicious, wicked, and feditious, 
it might have been dire&ly as guilty of high trea- 
fin. 

All I defire, is, that the caufe of my country 
again ft Mr. Wood, may not fufFer by any inad- 
vertency of mine. Whether Ireland depends up- 
on England, or only upon God, the king, and 
the law ; I hope no man wijl afTert, that it de- 
pends upon Mr. Wood. I fhoukl be heartily for- 
ry, that this commendable fpirit againft me, fhould 
accidentally (and what, / hope, was never intend* 
ed) ftrike a damp upon that fpirit in all ranks 
and corporations of men, againft the defperate and 
ruinous defign of Mr. Wood. Let my country- 
men blot out thofe parts in my laft letter, which 
they diflike ; and let no ruji remain on my 
/word, to cure the wounds I have given to our 
moil mortal enemy. When Sir Charles Sidley. 
was taking the oaths, where feveral things were 
to be renounced, he faid, he loved renouncing ; 
a Iked, if any more were to be renounced; for he 
was ready to renounce as much as they pleafed. 
Although I am not fo thorough a retiouncer, yet, 
let me have but good city fecurity againft this pefti- 

lent 
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lent coinage, and I fliall be ready, not only to 
renounce every fyllable in all my four letters, but 
to deliver them cheerfully, with my own hands, 
into thofe of the common hangman^ to be burnt 
with no better company than the coiner's effigies 9 
if any part of it hath efcaped out of the fecular 
hands of my faithful friends, the common people. 

But, whatever the fentiments of feme people 
may be, I think it is agreed, that many of thofe, 
who fubferibed againft me, arc on the fide of a 
vaft majority in the kingdom, who oppofed Mr. 
Wood :* and it was with great fatisfa&ion, that 
I obferved fome right honourable names very ami" 
cably joined with my own at the bottom of a 
firing declaration againft him and his coin. But, 
if the admillion of it among us be already deter- 
mined) the worthy perfon who is to betray me, 
ought, in prudence, to do it with all convenient 
fpeed } or elfe it may be difficult to find three 
hundred pounds Sterling for the difcharge of his 
bire 9 when the public (hall have loft five hundred 
thoufand, if there be fo much in the nation ; be- 
fides four-fifths of its annual income for ever. 

B 2 I am 

* As the Drapier's letters were written exprefly againft 
Wood's halfpence, it might well be imagined, that a proclama- 
tion againft the author, would produce an opinion, that, to op- 
pofe Wood's halfpence, was illegal, and fubjected the party to 
pains and penalties : to prevent fo fatal a miftake, it is here re- 
marked, that many of thofe, who fubferibed the proclamation, 
were yet ftrennotis oppofers of Wood's project. This diftinftion 
is yet jDore explicit in the letter to Lord Middleton, which was 
written foon after the fourth letter, and intended to be the 

fifth, though, for fome reafons, deferred. See the letter to 

Itord Middleton, and -the note prefixed. Htrwkef. 
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I am told by lawyers, that in quarrels between 
man and man, it is of much weight, which of 
them gave the firft provocation, or ftruck the firft 
blow. It is manifeft, that Mr. Wood hath done 
both : and therefore, I mould humbly propofe to 
have him firft hanged, and his drofs thrown into 
the fea : after which, the drapier will be ready to 
Hand his trial, It tnuft needs be that offences cme> 
but ivo unto him by whom the offence comet h. If 
Mr. Wood had held his handy every body clfe 
would have held their tongues : and then there 
would have been little need of pamphlets , Juries^ 
or proclamations upon this 'occafion. The provo- 
cation mull needs have been very great, which 
could flir up an obfeure, indolent drapier to be- 
come an author* One would almoft think, the 
very Jlones in the flrect would rife up in fuch a 
caufe : and I am not fure they will not do fo a- 
gainft Mr. Wood, if ever he comes within -their 
reach. It is a known ftory of the* dumb boy, 
whofe tongue forced a paffage for fpeech, by the 
horror of feeing a dagger at his father's throat. 
This may leflen.the wonder, that a tradefman, hid 
in privacy and filence, fhould cry out, when the 
life and being of his political mother are attempt- 
ed before his face, and by fo infamous a wretch. 

But, in (he meantime, Mr. Wood, the dejlroycr 
of a kingdom, walks about in triumph, (unlefs it 
be true, that he is in jail for debt) ; while he, who 
endeavoured to affert the liberty of his country, is 
forced to hide his head for occafion ally dealing in 
a matter of controverfy. However, I am not the 
. . ' firft. 
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firft, who hath been condemned to death for 
gaining a great viclory over a powerful enemy, by 
difobeying for once the ftricl: orders of military 
difcipline. 

I am now refolved to follow (after the ufual 
proceeding of mankind, becaufe it is too late) 
the advice given me by a certain dean. * He 
fhewed the miftake I was in, of trufting to the 
general good will of the people ; that I had fuc- 
ceeded hitherto better than could be cxpc&ed 
but that fome unfortunate circumftantial lapfe 
would probably bring me within the reach of 
power ; that my good intentions would be no fe- 
eurity againft thofe, who watched every motion of 
my pen in the bitter nefs of my fouL He produced 
an inftance of a perfon, as innocent, as difintereft- 
ed, and as well meaning as myfelf 5 who had 
written f a very feafonable and inoffenfive trea- 
tife, exhorting the people of this kingdom to 
wear their own manufactures ; for which, how- 
ever, the printer was profecuted with the utmoft 
virulence ; the jury fent bach nine times ; and the 
man given up to the mercy of the court. The 
dean further obferved, that I was in a manner left 
alone to {land the battle ;■ while others, who had 
ten thoufand times better talents than a drapier 9 
were fo prudent as to lie {till; and perhaps 
thought it no unpleafant amufement to look on 
with fafety, while another was giving them diver- 
B- 3 /ten, 

• The author is fuppofed to mean himfelf. 
f The author means himfelf again ; in the difecurfc adviCrg; 
the people of Ireland to wear, their own manufa&ures#. 
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fan, at the hazard of his liberty and fortune ; an 4 
thought they made a fufEcient recom pence, by a 
little applaufe : whereupon he concluded with a 
fhort ftory of a Jew at Madrid ; who being con- 
demned to the fire on account of his religion, a 
crowd of fchool-boys following him to the (lake, 
and apprehending they might lofe their fport if he 
ihould happen to recant, would often clap him on 
the back, and cry, Sta firme Mcyfc (Mofes continue 
jledfajl.) 

I allow this gentleman's advice to have been* 
very good, and his obfervations juft ; and, in one, 
refpeft, my condition is worfe than that of the 
Jew : for no recantation will fave me. However* 
it mould feem by fame late proceedings^ that my . 
ftate is not altogether deplorable. This I can 
, impute to nothing but the fteadinefs of two im» 
partial grand-juries ; which hath confirmed in me 
an opinion I have long entertained, That, as pbi- 
lofophers fay, virtue is feated in the middle ; fo, in 
another fenfe, the little virtue left in the world, is 
chiefly to be found among the middle rank df 
mankind, who are neither allured out of her paths 
by ombitioriy nor. driven by poverty* 

Since the proclamation occafioned by my laft 
letter, and a due preparation for proceeding a- 
gainft me in a court pf juftice, there have been 
two printed papers clandeftinely fpread about; 
whereof no man is able to trace the original* 
further than by conjetlure ; which, with its ufual 
charity, lays them to my account. The former 
is entitled, feafonable advice % and appears to have 

been* 
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been intended for information of the grand-jury, 
upon the fuppofition of a bill to be prepared a- 
, gainft that letter. The other is an extract from 
a printed book of parliamentary proceedings, in 
the year 1680; containing an angry refolution of 
the houfe of commons in England againft dffil- 
ving grand-juries. As to the former, your lord-* 
fhip will find it "to be the work of a more artful 
hand, than that of a common drapier. It hath 
been cenfurcd for endeavouring to influence the 
minds of a jury, which ought to be wholly free 
and unbiaffed ; and, for that reafon, it is manifeft 9 
that no judge was ever known, either upon or effi 
the bench, either by himfelf or his dependents - 9 to 
ufe the leqft tnftnuaUon> that might poffibly affecY 
the pafEons or interefts of any one fingle juryman % 
much lefs of a whole* ^«ry whereof every mart 
muft be convinced^ who will jull give himfelf the 
trouble to dip into the common printed trials: lb 
that it is amazing to think, what a number of 
upright judges there have been in both kingdoms 
for above Jixty years pqft ; which, confidering how 
long they held their offices during pleafure> as they 
fiill do among us y * I account next to a miracle. 

As to the other paper, I muft confefs it is a 
lharp cenfure from an Englilh houfe of commons* 
againft dijfolving grand-juries by any judge before 
the end of the term, affizes, or feffions, while 

matters 

9 Perhaps this may account for Whitihed's conduit. See 
the notes prefixed to the profofaJ for the file ufe of Irifh manufac- 
tares, and fuperadded to the feafonabk advice to the grand-jury*. 
1 bothiaToL IIU 

i 
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matters arc under their confideration and n< 
prefented, as arbitrary, illegal, deftruftive to pul 
Kc juftice, a manifeft violation of his oath, and 
a means to fubvert the fundamental laws of tl 
kingdom. 

•However, the publifher feems to have be< 
miftaken in what he aimed at. For, whatev 
dependence there may be of Ireland upon En 
land, I hope he would not infinuate, that t 
proceedings of a lord chief juftice in Ireland, mi 
depend upon a resolution of an Englifh houfe 
commons. Befides, that refolution y although 
were levelled again ft a particular lord chief ji 
tice, Sir William Scroggs, yet the occafion w 
dire&ly contrary. For Scroggs diffolved the gran 
jury jot London, for fear they Jbould yreknt ; b 
ours in Dublin was diJfolved y becaufe they wou 
not prefent ; which wonderfully alters the ca 
And therefore, a fecond grand-jury fupplied th 
<fefe£k, by making a prefentment * that pie a fed t 
whole kingdom. However, I think it is agreed 
all parties, that both the one and the other ju 
behaved themfelves in fuch a manner, as oug 
to be remembered to their honour, while the 
fliall be any regard left among us for virtue 
public fpirit. 

I am confident, your lordihip will be of n 
fentiments in one thing ; that fome fliort, plai 
authentic tra&,. might be publifhed for the info 
mation both of petty and grand-juries , how f 
their power reached), and where it is limitec 

ai 

* Sec the prefentment «t the end of vol. III. 
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ind that a printed copy of fuch a treatife might 
be depofited in every court, to be confulted by the 
jurymen, before they confider of their verdicl; 
by which, abundance of inconveniences would be 
avoided, whereof innumerable inftances might be 
produced from former times j becaufe I will fay 
nothing of the prefent. 

I have read fomewherc of an eqftern king, who 
put a judge to death for an iniquitous fentence ; 
and ordered his hide to be fluffed into a cufhion^ and 
placed upon the tribunal for the fon to fit on, 
who was preferred to his father's office. I fancy, 
fuch a memorial might not have been unufeful to 
a fon of Sir William Scroggs, and that both he 
and his* fucceflbrs would often wriggle in their 
feats, as long as the cujhion laded: I with the 
relator had told us what number of fuch cujbions 
there might be in that country. 

I cannot but obferve to your lordfliip, how nice 
and dangerous a point it is grown, for a private 
perfon to inform the people, even in an affair, 
where the public intercft and. fafety are fo highly 
concerned, as that of Mr. Wood ; and this in a 
country, where loyalty is woven into the very hearts 
of the people ^ feems a little extraordinary. Sir 
William Scroggs was the firft, who introduced 
that commendable acutenefs into the courts of judica- 
ture; but, how far this practice hath been irnitau 
ed by his fucceffors, or flrained upon occafion^ is out 
of my knowledge. . When pamphlets, unpleaftng 
to the minijlry^ were prefcnted as libels, he would 
order the offenfive paragraphs to be read before 

*. . him i 



32 The DR AFIER's LETTERS. 



him y and faid, it was ftrange, that the jttdget 
and lawyers of the kings bench mould be dttlia 
than all the people of England : and he was of*, 
ten fo very happy, in applying the initial letter* 
of names, and expounding dubious hints, (the two 
common expedients among writers of that claft 
for efcaping the law) that he difcovered much 
more than ever the authors intended ; as many of 
them, or their printers, found to their coft. If 
fuch methods are to be followed, in examining 
what I have already written, or may write here- 
after, upon the fubjeft of Mr. Wood, I defy any 
man of fifty times my understanding and caution, 
to avoid being entrapped; unlefs he will be con* 
tent to write what none will read, by repeating 
over the old arguments and computations, whereof 
the world is already grown weary. So that my 
good friend Harding lies under this dilemma i 
cither to let my learned works hang for ever dry- 
ing upon his lines \ or venture to publifh thcro, - 
at the hazard of being laid by the heels. 

I need not tell your Lordfhip where the diffi- 
culty lies : it is true, that the king and the laws 
permit us to refufe this coin of Mr. Wood ; but* 
at the fame time, it is equally true, that the king 
and the laws permit us to receive it. Now, it is 
barely poffible, that the minifters in England may 
not fuppofe the confequence of uttering that braft 
among us, to be fo ruinous as we apprehend j be* 
caufe, perhaps, if they underftood it in that light, 
they would, in common humanity, ufe their cre- 
dit with his Majefty, for faying a mofi Icyal king- 
dom 
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ront deftrutHon. But, as long as it fhall pleafe 
great perfons to think, that coin will not be 
y pernicious to us, we ly under the difadvan- 
vt being cenfured as obftinate, in not com- 
g with a royal patent. Therefore, nothing 
ins, but to make uie of that liberty, which the 
and the laws have left us, by continuing to 
z this coin ; and, by frequent remembrances, 
ep up that fpirit raifed again ft it, which o- 
/ife may be apt to flag, and, perhaps, in time, 
ik altogether. For, any public order, againft 
ring or uttering Mr. Wood's halfpence, i& 
reasonably to be expefted in this kingdom, 
>ut directions from England ; which, I think, 
>dy prefunaes, or is fo fanguine to hope, 
it, to confefe the truth, my lord, I begin to 
weary of my office as a writer ; and could 
ily wHh it were devolved upon my brethren, 
aakers of Jongs and ballads, who,, perhaps, are 
eft qualified at prefdnt, to gather up the glean- 
of this controverfy. As to myfelf, it hath 
my misfortune to begin, and purfue it, upon 
ang foundation. For, having dete&ed the 
Is and falfhoods of this vile impoftor Wood, 
ery part, I fooliflily difdamed to have recourfe 
hiningy lamenting, and crying fir mercy ; but 
:r chofe to appeal to law and liberty, and the 
vm rights of mankind, without confidering tfee 
\te I was in. 

nee your laft refidence in Ireland, I frequent- 
ve taken my nag to ride about your grounds 

where 
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where I fancied myfelf to feel an air of J 
breathing round me ; and I am glad the Icr 
dition of a tradefman, did not qualify me t 
on you at your houfe •, for then, I am afra: 
writings would not have efcaped feverer ce 
But 1 have lately fold my nag, and honeft 
his greateft fault, which was that of fnuff 
the air about Brackdenftown 5 whereby he b 
fuch a lover of liberty^ that I could fcaro 
him in. I have likewife buried, at the b 
of a ftrong cheft, your lordfliip's writings, 
a heap of others, that treat of liberty : and 
over a layer or two of Hobbs, Filmer, Bodii 
many more authors of that {lamp, to be r< 
at hand, whenever I fhali be difpofed to t; 
a new fet of principles in government, 
mean time, - 1 defign quietly to look to my 
and keep as far out of your lordfliip's influe 
poflible : and, if you ever fee any more c 
writings on this fubjeft, I promiie you fha 
them as innocent, as infipid, and without a 
as what I have now offered you. But, if 
lordfhip will pleafe to give me an eafy le 
fome part of your eftate in Yorkfhire, thitht 
I carry my cheft ; and, turning it upfide ( 
refume my political reading where I left off : 
on plain homely fare, and live and die a fr* 
neft Englifh farmer : : but not without regre 
leaving my countrymen under the dread o 
brazen talons of Mr. Wood : my moft loya 
innocent countrymen 5 to whom I owe fo ; 
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eir good opinion of me, and my poor cn- 
urs to ferve them. I am, with the greateft 
*, 

My Lord, 

your Lordfhip's 
mofl obedient 

my Jhop in 

<ra?icis-Jlreet % and moft humble fervant, 
. 14. 1724. 

M. B. 

r papers (for the fixth and feventh letters were not pub- 
II long after-wards ) prevailed, nolwithftanding threats, pro* 
r, and imprifonment, againfi all the influence of power, and 
trtifices of cunning : perfons of every rank, and every fe&> 
vith the drapier in the common caufe; his health was a per- 
oaft, and his effigies were dijplayed in every ftreet : Wood 
ipelled to withdraw bis patent, and bis half-pence were to- 
tprejfed. 
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A LETTER to the Lord Chancellor 

MlDDLETON *. 
Written in the year 1 7 24. 

[By many paflages in the following letter, and by the date, 
0£h 6. 1724, it appears to have been written foon after the pro- 
clamation again ft the drapier, for his fourth letter, and before 
the jury had thrown out the bill of indictment. At this crifis, 
perhaps, the dean did not choofe to refume a character which was 
become obnoxious, and therefore wrote in his own : the original 
was ligncd with his name, though it appeared to have been ob- 
literated by another hand : for fome reafon, the publication of it 
was delayed, and it was firft printed in "an edition of the dean's 
works published at Dublin, in 1735. This, however, is not the 
only reafon why it is placed after the fifth letter; for the fifth 
letter appears to have been fubftituted in its ftead, and not in- 
tended to follow it.' The fourth letter, both in this and in the 
fifth, is called the hft 9 which could not have happened, if both 
had been parts of the fame ferics. 

The reader will now eafily account for thofe paflages in the 
fixth, by which the profecution againfl: Harding appears to be de- 
pending, though, in the fifth, it is mentioned as paft.J 

My Lord, 

IDefire you will confider me as a member, who 
comes in at the latter end of a debate ; or as 
a lawyer, who fpeaks to a caufe, when the matter 
hath been almoft exhaufted, by#thofe who fpoke 
before. 

I Remember, fome months ago, I was at your 
houfe upon a commiflion, where I am one of the 
governors ; but I went thither, not fo much on 
account of the commiflion, as to afk you fome 

queftions 

* He figned the proclamation againft the Drapier* Ha-wkef. 
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queftions concerning Mr. Wood's patent to coin 
half-pence for Ireland; where you very freely 
told me, in a mixed company, how much you had 
been always againft that wicked projeft*; which 
raifed in me an efteem for you fo far, that I went, 
in a few days, to make you a vifit, after many 
years intermiflion. I am Hkewife told, that your 
fon wrote two letters from London (one of which 
I have feen) empowering thofe, to whom they were 
directed, to aflure his friends, that whereas there 
was a malicious report fpread, of his engaging 
himfelf to Mr. Walpole, for 40,0001. of Wood's 
coin to be received in Ireland, the faid report was 
falfe and groundlefs : and he had never difcourfed 
with that minifter on this fubjett, nor would ever 
give his confent to have one farthing of the faid 
coin current here. And, / although it be long 
fince I have given myfelf the trouble of conven- 
ing with people of titles or ftations 5 yet I have 
been told by thofe, who can take up with fuch a- 
mufements, that there is not a confiderable perfon 
of the kingdom, fcrupulous in any fort to declare 
his opinion. But all this is needlefs to ailedge, 
when we confider, that the ruinous confequences 
of Wood's patent have been fo ftrongly reprefentr 
ed by both houfes of parliament, by the privy* 
council, the lord mayor and aldermen of Dublin, 
by fo many corporations, and the concurrence of 
the principal gentlemen in mod counties, at their 
* C 2 quarter- 

4 Lord Mid diet on, though he figned the proclamation againft: 
the frapier, was yet an enemy to Wood's project, % a* appears by ; 
tarcral paflages in this letter. Hawke£. . 
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quarter-fefiions, without any regard to party, re- 
ligion, or nation. 

I conclude, from hence, that the currency of 
thefe halfpence would, in the univerfal opinion of 
our people, be utterly deflru&ive to this king- 
dom ; and, confequently, that it is every man's 
duty, not only to refufe this coin himfelf, but, as 
far as in him lies, m to perfuade others to do the j 
like : and, whether this be done in private or in * 
print, is all a cafe ; as no layman is forbidden to | 
write, or to difcourfe upon religious or moral fub- .! 
je&s, although he may not do it in a pulpit (at 
leaft in our church.) Neither is this an affair of - 
ftate, until authority fhall think fit to declare it 
fo : or if you fhould underftand it in that fenfe, yet 
you will pleafe to confider, that I am not now 
preaching. 

Therefore, I do think it my duty, fince the 
drapier will probably be no. more heard of, fo far 
to fnpply his place, as not to incur his fortune : 
for I have learnt, from old experience, that there 
are times, wherein a man ought to be cautious, as 
well as innocent.. I therefore hope, that, preferv- 
ing both thefe characters, I may be allowed, by 
offering new arguments, or enforcing old ones, 
to refrefh the memory of rny fellow-fubje&s, and 
keep up that good fpirit raifed among them, to 
preferve themfelves from utter ruin, by lawful 
means, and fuch as are permitted by his majefty. 

I believe, you will pleafe to allow me two pro- 
pofitions: firft, that we are a moft loyal people 5 
and, fecxnidly, that we are a free people, in the 

common 
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common acceptation of that word, applied to a 
fubjeft under a limited monarch. I know very 
well, that you and I did, many years ago, in dif- 
courfe, differ much, in the prefcnce of lord Whar- 
ton, about the meaning of that word liberty^ with 
relation to Ireland. But, if you will not allow 
us to be a free people, there is only another ap- 
pellation left, which, I doubt, my lord chief juftice 
Whitflied would call me to account for, if I ven- 
ture to beftow : for I obferved (and I fhall never 
forget upon what occafion) the device upon his 
coach to be libertas et natale folutn, at the very 
point of time when he was fitting in his court, 
and perjuring himfelf to betray both*. 

Now, as for our loyalty to his prefent Majefty ? 
if it hath ever been equalled in any other part of 
his dominions, I am fure it hath never been ex- 
ceeded : and I am confident, he hath not a mini— 
Iter in England, who could ever call it once in 
queftion. But, that fome hard rumours, at leaft,, 
have been tranfmitted, from t'other fide the wa- 
ter, I fuppofe you will not doubt : and rumours, 
of the fevereft kind \ which many good people: 
have imputed to the indireft proceeding of Mr. 
Wood and his emiffaries: as if he endeavoured it: 
mould be thought, that our loyalty depended up- 
on the teft of refufing or taking his copper. Now,, 
as I am fure you will admit us to be loyal people 
fo, you will think it pardonable in us, to hope for. 
all proper marks of favour and prote&ion from 
& gracious a king, that loyal and free people can, 
C 3 expecl ;. 
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expe& : among which, we all agree in reckoning 
this to be one ; that Wood's halfpence may never 
have entrance into this kingdom. And this we 
fliall continue to ivj/b, when we dare no longer 
cxprcfs our wifhes ; although there were no fuch 
mortal as a drapier in the world. 

I am heartily forry, that any writer fliould, in 
a caufe fo generally approved, give occafion to 
the government and council, to charge him with 
* " paragraphs, highly reflecting upon his majefty 
" and his minifters; tending to alienate the af- 
" fe&ions of his good fubjecte in England and 
<c Ireland from each other ; and to promote fedi- 
" tion among the people." I muft confefs, that, 
with many others, I thought he meant well; al- 
though he might have the failing of better writ- 
ers, to be not always fortunate in the manner of 
expreffing himfelf. 

However, iince the d 'rapier is but one man, I 
fliall think I do a public fervice, by afTerting, that 
the reft of my countrymen are wholly free from 
learning, out of his pamphlets, to refleft on the 
king or his mini fliers, and to breed fedition. 

I folemnly declare, that I never once heard the 
ieaft refle&ion caft upon the king, on the fubjeft 
of Mr. Wood's coin : for, in many difcourfes on 
this matter, I do not remember his majefty's name 
to be fo much as mentioned. As to the miniftry 
in England, the only two perfons hinted at, were, 
the Duke of Grafton and Mr. Walpole : the for- 
mer, as I have heard you, and a hundred others 

affirm, 
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affirm, declared, that he never faw the patent in 
favour of Mr. Wood, before it was paffed, al- 
though he was then lord lieutenant : and, there- 
fore, I fuppofe every body believes, that his grace 
hath been wholly unconcerned in it ever fince. 

Mr. Walpole was indeed ffippofed to be under* 
flood by the letter W. in feveral news-papers ; 
where it is faid, that fome exprefiions fell from 
him, not very favourable to the people of Ireland ; 
for the truth of which, the kingdom is not to an- 
fwer, any more than for the difcretion of the pub- 
Jifhers. You obferve, the drapier wholly clears 
Mr. Walpole of this charge, by very ftrong argu- 
ments ; and fpeaks of him with civility. I can- 
not deny royfelf to have been often prefent, 
where the company gave their opinion, that Mr. 
Walpole favoured Mr. Wood's projects, which t 
always contradicted ; and, for my own part, ne- 
ver once opened my lips againft that minifter, ei- 
ther in mixed or particular meetings : and my 
reafon for this refervednefs was, becaufe it pleafed 
him, in the queen's time, (I mean queen Anne, 
of ever blefled memory) to make a fpeech direct- 
ly againft me, by name, in the houfe of commons, 
as I was told, a very few minutes after, in the 
court of requejlsy by more than fifty members. 

But you, who are in a great ftation here, (if 
any thing here may be called great) cannot be ig- 
norant, that whoever is underftood by* public 
voice to be chief minifter, will, among the gene- 
ral talkers, fhare the blame, whether juftly or no, 
of every thing that is difliked i whkh I could ea- 

fiJy 
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fily make appear, in many inftances, from mf 
own knowledge, while I was in the world ; and 
particularly in the cafe of the # greateft, the wif- 
eft, and the moft uncorrupt minifter I ever con- 
verfed with. 

But, whatever unpleafing opinion fome people 
might conceive of Mr. Walpole, on account of 
thofe halfpence, I dare boldly affirm, it was en- 
tirely owing to Mr. Wood. Many perfons of 
credit, come from England, have affirmed to me,, 
and others, that they have feen letters under his 
hand, full of arrogance and infolence toward* 
Ireland, and boafting of his favour with Mr. Wal- 
pole ; which is highly probable ; becaufe he rea- 
sonably thought it for his intereft, to fpread fuch 
a report, and becaufe it is the known talent of 
low and little fpirits, to have a great man's name 
perpetually in their mouths. 

Thus, I have fufficiently juftified the people o£ 
Ireland, from learning any bad leflbn out of the 
drapier's pamphlets, with regard to his majefty 
and his minifters : and, therefore, if thofe papers, 
were intended to fow fedirion among us, God be. 
thanked, the feeds have fallen upon a very im- 
proper foil- 
As to alienating the affe&ions of the people o£ 
England and Ireland from each other; I believe 
the drapier> whatever his intentions were, hath, 
left that matter juft as he found it, 

I have lived long in both kingdoms, as well in, 
country as in town ; and therefore take myfelf to* 

be, 
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be as well informed as moft men, in the difpofi- 
tions of each people towards the other. By the 
people, I underftand here, only the bulk of the 
common people; and I defire no lawyer may 
diftort or extend my meaning. 

There is a vein of induftry and parfimony, that 
runs through the whole people of England, which, 
added to the eafinefs of their rents, makes them 
rich and fturdy. As to Ireland, they know little 
more of it than they do of Mexico ; farther than 
that it is a country fubjeft to the king of England, 
full of bogs, inhabited by wild Irifli papijls^ who 
are kept in awe by mercenary troops fent from 
thence :~ and their general opinion is, that it were 
better for England, if this whole ifland were funk 
into the fea : for they have a tradition, that every 
forty years there mult be a rebellion in Ireland. 
Ihave feen the grofleft fuppofitions pafs upon them ; 
that the wild Irifli were taken in toils ; but that, 
in fome time, they would grow fo tame, as to eat 
out of our hands. I have been aflced by hundreds, 
and particularly by my neighbours, your tenants 
at Pcpper-hara, whether I had come from Ireland 
by fea ? and, upon the arrival of an Irifli mem 
to a country town, I have known crouds coming 
about him, and wondering to fee him look fo 
much better than themfelves. 

A gentleman now in Dublin, affii ms, that, pair- 
ing, fome months ago, through Northampton, 
and finding the whole town in a hurry* with bells, 
bonfires, and illuminations ; upon a (king the caufe, 
he was told, it was for joy that the Irifli had fub- 

mitted 
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mitted to receive Wood's halfpence. This, I , 
think, plainly {hews what fentiments that large 
town hath of us ; and how little they made it 
their own cafe : although they ly dire£Uy in our 
way to London, and therefore, cannot but be 
frequently convinced, that we have human fliapes. 

As to the people of this kingdom, they coniift j 
either of Irifli papifts y who are as inconsiderable in J 
point of power, as the women and children \ or of 
Englifh proteflantSy who love their brethren of that \ 
kingdom, although they may poflibly fometimes , 
complain when they think they are hardly ufed : 
however, I confefs, I do not fee that it is of any ] 
great confequence, how their perfonal affe&ions ; 
(land to each other, while the fea divides them, .; 
and while they continue in their loyalty to 
the fame prince. And yet I will appeal to you, j 
whether thofe from England have reafon to com- \ 
plain, when they come hither in purfuit of theis ■ 
fortunes ? or, whether the people of Ireland have 
reafon to boaft, when they go to England upon 
the fame defign ? 

My fecond proportion was, that we of Ireland 
are a free people : this, I fuppofe, you will allow, 
at lead with certain limitations remaining in your 
own breaft. However, I am fure it is not crimi- 
nal to affirm •, becaufe the words liberty and proper* 
tyi as applied to the fubjeft, are often mentioned 
in both houfes of parliament, as well as in yours 
ajid other courts below ; from whence it muft fol- 
low, that the people of Ireland do, or ought to en- 
joy all the benefits of the common and ftatute 

law 
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law ; fuch as, to be tried by juries, to pay no mo* 

ney without their own confent as reprefented in 
parliament, and the like. If this be fo, and if it 
be univerfally agreed, that a free people cannot 
by law be compelled to take any money in pay- 

' ment, except gold and filver j I do not fee why 
any man ihould be hindered from cautioning his 
countrymen againft this coin of William Wood ; 
who is endeavouring, by fraud, to rob us of that 
property, which the laws have fecured. If I am 
miftaken, and this copper can be obtruded on us, 
I would put the draper's cafe in another light, by 
fuppofing, that a perfon going into his fhop fhould 

, agree for thirty (hillings worth of goods, and force 
the feller to take his payment in a parcel of cop- 
per-pieces, intrinfically not worth above a crown : 
I deGre to know, whether the drapier would not 
be a&ually robbed of five and twenty (hillings ; 
and how far he could be faid to be mafter of his 
property ? The fame queftion may be applied to 
rents and debts on bond or mortgage, and to all 
kind of commerce whatfocver. 

Give me leave to do, what the drapier hath done 
more than once before me ; which is, to relate the 
naked fad, as it (lands in view of the world. 

One William Wood, Efq; and hardware-man, 
obtains by fraud a patent in England to coin 
108,000 1. hi copper, topafs in Ireland, leaving us 
at liberty to take or to refufe. The people here, in 
all forts of bodies and reprefentatives, do openly 
and heartily declare, that they will not accept 
this coin : to juftify thefe declarations, they gene- 
rally 
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rally offer two reafons ; firft, becaufe by the wordt 
of the patent they are at left to their own choice) 
and fecondly, becaufe they arc not obliged by law: 
fo that you fee there is helium atque virum ; t 
kingdom on one fule, and William Wood on die 
other. And if Mr. Wood gets the vi&ory at the 
ezpence of Ireland's ruin, and the profit of one 
or two hundred thoufand pounds (I mean by conti- 
nuing, and counterfeiting as long as he lives) for 
himfelf I doubt, both prefent and future ages will 
at lead think it a very lingular fcheme. 

If this fa& be truly ftated* I muft confeft, I 
look upon it as my duty, fo far as God hath ena- i 
bled me, and as long as I keep within the bound! 
of truth, of duty, and of decency, to warn my 
fellow-fubje&s, as they value their king, their 
country, and all that ought or can be dear to 
them, never to admit this pernicious coin; no,, 
not fo much as one fingle half-penny : for if - 
one fingle thief forces the door, it is in vain to 
talk of keeping out the whole crew behind. 

And while I {hall be thus employed, I will ne- 
ver give myfclf leave to fuppofe that what I fay, 
can either offend my + lord lieutenant, whofe per- 
fon and great qualities I have always highly rc- 
fpe&ed (as I am fure his excellency will be my 
witnefs) or the minifters in England, with whom 
I have nothing to do, or they with me ; much 
lefs the privy-council here ; who, as I am inform- 
ed, did fend an addrefs to his majefty againft Mr. 
Wood's coin ; which, if it be a miftake, I defire 
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may not be accufed for a fpreader of falfe news ; 
it I confefs, I am fo great a ftranger to affairs, 
at, for any thing I know, the whole body of the 
mncil may fince hate been changed : and al- 
ough I obferved fome of the very fame names 
a late declaration againft that coin, which I 
w fubfcribed to the proclamation againft the 
'apier> yet poffibly they may be different perfons ; 
>r they are utterly unknown to me, and are like 
> continue fo. 

In this controverfy, where the reafoners on 
ach fide are divided by St. George's channel, 
is majefty's prerogative perhaps would not have 
een mentioned, if Mr. Wood and his advocates 
ad not made it neceffary, by giving out, that the 
urrency of his coin ftiouJd be enforced by a pro- 
lamation. The traders and common people of 
he kingdom were heartily willing to refufe this 
oin ; but the fear of a proclamation, brought a- 
ong with it moft dreadful apprehenfions. It was 
berefore abfolutely neceffary for the drapiet to 
emove this difficulty ; and accordingly, in one of 
lis former pamphlets, he produced invincible ar- 
guments, (wherever he picked them up) that the 
ting's prerogative was not at all concerned in the 
natter ; fince the law had fufficiently provided a- 
jainft any coin to be impofed on the fubje£t, ex- 
:ept gold and filver ; and that copper is not mo- 
ney, but, as it hath been properly called, nummo- 
rum famulus. 

The three former, letters from the drapier, hav- 
ing not received any public cenfure, I look upon 
Vol. IV. D them 
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them to be without exception ; and that the good ~ 
people of the kingdom ought to read them often, 
in order to keep up that fpirit raifed againft thil 
deftru&ive coin of Mr. Wood, As for this laft 
letter, againft which a proclamation is iflued ; I 4 
lhall only fay, that I could wifh it were ftripped ] 
of all that can be any way exceptionable ; which | 
I would not think it below me to undertake, if j 
my abilities were equal : but being naturally fome- I 
what flow of comprehenfion, no'lawyer, and apt j 
to believe the beft of thofe who profefs good de- ! 
figus, without any vifible motive either of profit ] 
or honour ; I might pore for ever, without diftin- j 
guiftiing the cockle from the corn. : 

That which I am told gives the greateft offence 
in this laft letter f, is, where the drapier affirms, 
that if a rebellion fhould prove fo fuccefsful, as to 
fix the pretender on the throne of England, he 
would venture fo far to tranfgrefs the Irifti fta- 
tute, which unites Ireland to England under one 
king, as to lofe every drop of his blood to hinder 
him from being king of Ireland. 

I fhall not prefume to vindicate any man, who 
openly declares he would tranfgrefs a ftatute; and 
a ftatute of fuch importance : but, with the mod 
humble fubmiffion and defire of pardon for a very 
innocent miftake, I fhould be apt to think, that 
the loyal intention of the writer might be at leaft 
fomefmall extenuation of his crime : for, in this, 
I confefs myfelf to think with the drapier. 

I have not been hitherto told of any other ob- 

jeftions 
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jc&ions againft that pamphlet ; but I fuppofe, they 
will all appear, at the profecution of the drapier. 
And I think, whoever, in his own confeience, be- 
lieves the faid pamphlet to be wicked and malici- 

\ ous, feditious and fcandalous, highly reflecting 

f upon his majefty apd his minifters, &c. would 
do well to difcover the author, (as little a friend 

. as I am to the trade of informers) although the 
reward of 300 1. had not been tacked to the dif- 
covery. I own, it would be a great fatisfa£Kon to 
me to hear the arguments, not only of judges, but 
of lawyers, upon this cafe. Becaufe you cannot 
but know, there often happen occafions, wherein 
it would be very convenient, that the bulk of the 
people {hould be informed how they ought to con- 

. duc~fc themfelves 5 and therefore, it hath been the 
wifdom of the Englifh parliaments to be very re- 
ferred in limiting the prefs. When a bill is de- 
bating in either houfe of parliament there, no- 
thing is more ufual, than to have the controverfy 
handled by pamphlets on both fides, without the 
leaft animadverfion upon the authors. 

So here, in the cafe of Mr. Wood and his coin ; 
fince the two houfes gave their opinion by ad- 
drefles, how dangerous the currency of that cop- 
per would be to Ireland, it was without all quef- 
tion both lawful arid convenient, that the bulk of 
the people {hould be' let more particularly into 
the nature of the danger they were in, and of the 
remedies that were in their own power, if they 
would have thefenfeto apply them ; and this can- 
UOt be more conveniently done, than by particu- 
D z lax 
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lar perfons, to whom God hath given zeal and 
underftanding fufficient for fuch ap undertaking. 
Thus it happened in the cafe of that deftru&ve 
project for a bank in Ireland, which was brought 
into parliament a few years ago ; and it was al- * 
lowed, that the arguments and writings of fome 
without doors, contributed very much to rejedit. 

Now, I fliould be heartily glad, if fqme able 
lawyers would prefcribe the limits > how far a 
private man may venture in delivering his thoughts 
upon public matters *, becaufe a true lover of his 
country may think it hard to be a quiet (lander* 
by, and an indolent looker-on, while a public er- 
ror prevails by which a whole nation may be milt- 
ed. Every man who enjoys property, hath fome 
lhare in the public ; and therefore the care of the 
public is in fome degree every fuch m a n's concern. 

To come to particulars ; I could wifli to know, 
whether it be utterly unlawful in any writer, fo 
much as to mention the prerogative ; at leaft, fo 
far as to bring it into doubt upon any point what- 
foever. I know it is often debated in Weftmin- 
iter-hall ; and Sir Edward Coke, as well as other 
eminent lawyers, do frequently handle that fub- 
je£t in their books ? 

Secondly, How far the prerogative extends, to 
force coin upon the fubjed, which is not fterling; 
fuch as lead, brafs, copper, mixed metal, fhelis, 
leather, or any other material ; and fix upon it 
whatever denomination the crown (hall think fit? 

Thirdly, What is really and truly meant by that 

phralQ 
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phrafe of a depending kingdom, as applied to Ire- 
land, and wherein that dependency confifteth ? 

Laftly, In what points relating to liberty and 
property the people of Ireland differ, or at leaft 
ought to differ, from thofe of England ? 

If thefe particulars were made fo clear, that 
none could miftake them, it would be of infinite 
eafe and ufe to the kingdom ; and either prevent 
or filence all difcontents. 

My lord Sommers, the greateft man I ever 
knew of your robe, and whofe thoughts of Ire- 
land differed, as far as heaven and earth, from 
thofe of fome others among his brethren here, la- 
mented to me, that the prerogative of the crown, 
or the privileges of parliament, fliould ever be li- 
able to difpute in any fingle branch of either; by. 
which means, he faid, the public often fuffercd 
great inconveniencies, whereof he gave me feve- 
ral instances. I produce the authority of fo emi- 
nent a perfon, to juftify my dc fires, that fome 
high points might be cleared. 

For want of fuch known afcertainment, how 
far a writer may proceed in expreffing his good 
wifhes for his country, a perfon of the moft in- 
nocent intentions may poffibly, by the oratory 
and comments of lawyers, be charged with many 
crimes, which from his very foul he abhors ; and 
consequently may be ruined in his fortunes, and 
left to rot among thieves in fome (linking jail, 
merely for miftaking the purlieus of the law. I 
have known in my lifetime, a printer profecuted 
D 3 and 
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and convitted for publifliing a * pamphlet, where 
the author's intentions, I am confident, were as 
good and innocent as thofe of a martyr at his laft 
prayers. I did very lately, as I thought it my 
duty, preach to the people under my infpe&ion, 
upon the fubjeft of Mr. Wood's coin ; and al- 
though I never heard that my fermon gave the 
lead offence, as I am fure none was intended* 
yet, if it were now printed and publifhed, I can- 
not fay, I would enfure it from the hands of the 
common hangman, or my own perfon from thofe 
of a meflenger. 

I have heard the late chief-juftice Holt affirm, 
that, in all criminal cafes, the moft favourable in- 
terpretation fhould be put upon words, that they 
can poffihly bear. You meet the fame pofitior* 
aflcrted in many trials for the greateft crimes * 
though often very ill praftifed, by the perpetual 
corruption of judges. And I remember* at a trial! 
in Kent, where Sir George Rook wa6 indi&ed for 
calling a gentleman knave and villain, the lawyer 
for the defendant brought off his client, by al- 
ledging, that the words were not injurious ; for 
knave, in the old and true Cgnification, imported * 
only a fervant ; and villain, in Latin, is vtUicus y 
■which is no more than a man employed in coun- 
try labour, or rather a baily. 

If Sir John Holt's opinion were a ftandard maxim- 
for all times and circumftances, any writer, with 
a very fmall meafure of discretion, might eafily be 

fafe ; « 
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fafe ; but I doubt, in practice, it hath been fre- 
quently controlled, at leaft before his time : for 
I take it to be an old rule in law. 

I have read, or heard, a paflage of Signor Leti, 
an Italian ; who, being in London, bufjing him- 
fclf with writing the hiftory of England, told King 
Charles II. that he endeavoured, as much as he 
could, to avoid giving offence ; but found it a 
thing impoffible, although he fhould have been as. 
wife as Solomon. The king anfwered, that if 
this were the cafe, he had better employ his time 
in writing proverbs, as Solomon did : but Leti lay 
under no public neceflity of writing, neither would 
England have been one halfpenny the better or the 
worfe, whether he writ or no. 

This I mention, becaufe I know it will readily 
be obje&ed, What have private men to do with 
the public ? what call had a drapier to turn poli- 
tician, to meddle in matters of ftate ? would not 
his time have been better employed in looking to 
his (hop 5 or his pen in writing proverbs, elegies,, 
ballads, garlands, and wonders ? he would then 
have been out of all danger of proclamations and 
profecutions. Have we not able magiftrates and 
counfellors, hourly watching over the public weal ? 
All this may be true : and yet, when the addrefles 
from both houfcs of parliament, againft Mr. 
Wood's half-pence, failed of fuccefs, if fome pen- 
had not been employed, to inform the people how 
far they might legally proceed in refuting that 
• coin; to deteft the fraud, the artifice, and infolencer 
of the coiner \ and to lay open the moft ruinous 

" canfequences. 
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confcqucnces to the whole kingdom, which w< 
inevitably follow from the currency of the 
coin ; I might appeal to many hundred thou 
people, whether any one of them would ever I 
had the courage or fagacity to refufe it. 

If this copper fliould begin to make its wa 
mong the common ignorant people, we are 
vitably undone. It is they who give us the gi 
eft apprehenfion, being eafily frighted, and gr< 
to fwallow mifinformations : for, if every : 
were wife enough to underftand his own inte 
which is every man's principal ftudy, there w< 
be no need of pamphlets upon this occafion : 
as things ftand, I have thought it abfolutely 
ceflary, from my duty to God, my king, and 
country, to inform the people, that the procla 
tion lately iflued againft the drap%er y doth no 
the leaft affecT: the cafe of Mr. Wood and his c 
but only refers to certain paragraphs in the < 
pier's laft pamphlet *, (not immediately rela 
to his fubjeS, nor at all to the merits of the ca 
which the government was pleafed to diflike 
that any man has the fame liberty to rejecT:, 
write, and to declare againft this coin, whicl 
had before : neither is any man obliged to beli 
that thofe honourable perfons (whereof you 
the flrft) who figned that memorable procla 
tion againft the drapier> have at all changed t 
opinions with regard to Mr. Wood, or his coi 

Therefore, concluding myfelf to be thus far 
on a fafe and fure foot, I {hall continue, upon 

pre 
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proper occafion, as God enables me, to revive and 
j preferve that fpirit raifed in the nation (whether 
\ the real author were a real drapier or no, is little 
to the purpofe) againft this horrid deGgn of Mr. 
Wood i at the fame time, carefully watching every 
ftroke of my pen, and venturing only to incur the 
public cenfurc of the world as a writer, not of my 
lord chief-juftice Whitfhed as a criminal. When- 
ever an order fhall come out by authority, forbid- 
ding all men, upon the higheft penalties, to offer 
any thing in writing, or difcourfe, againft Mr. 
Wood's halfpence, I fhall certainly fubmit. How- 
ever, if that mould happen, I am determined to 
be fomewhat more than the lad man in the king- 
dom to receive them ; becaufe I will never receive 
them at all : for, although I know how to be fi- 
lcnt, I have not yet learned to pay a&ive obedi- 
ence againft my confeience, and the public fafety. 

I defire to put a cafe, which I think the dra- 
pier> in forae of his books, hath put before me ; 
although not fo fully as it requires. 
r You know, the copper halfpence -in England 
are coined by the public ; and every piece worth 
pretty near the value of the copper. Now, fup- 
l pofe that, inftead of the public coinage, a patent 
had been granted to fome private, obfeure perfon, 
for coining a proportionable quantity of copper in 
that kingdom, to what Mr. Wood is preparing in 
this ; and all of. it, at leaft, five times below the 
intrinfic value : the current money of England is 
reckoned to be twenty millions j and ouis under 

500,000 
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500,000 pounds * : by this computation, as Mr. 
Wood hath power to give us 108,000 pounds a , fo 
the patentee in England, by the fame proportion, 
might circulate 4,320,000 pounds, befides as 
much more by Health -and counterfeits. I defire 
to know from you, whether the parliament might 
not have addreffed upon fuch an occafion ; what 
fuccefs they probably would have had ; and how 
many drapiers would have rifen, to pefter the world 
with pamphlets : yet that kingdom would not be 
fo great a fufferer as ours, in the like cafe j be- 
caufe their cafh would not be conveyed into fo- 
reign countries, but lie hid in the chefts of cau- 
tious, thrifty men, until better times* Then I 1 
defire, for the fatisfadion of the public, that you 
will pleafe to inform me, why this country is 
treated in fo very different a manner, in a point 
of fuch high importance ; whether it be on ac- 
count of Poiningfs aft ; of fubordination ; depend- 
ence ; or any other term of art, which I (lull not 
contcft, but am too dull to underiland. 

I am veryfenfible, that the good or ill fuccefs 
of Mr. Wood will afFe£k you lefs than any perfon 
of confequence in the kingdom ; becaufe I hear 
you are fo prudent as to make all your purchafes 
in England 5 and truly fo would I, if I had mo- 
ney, although I were to pay a hundred years pur- 
chafe ; becaufe 1 fhould be glad to poflefs a' free- 
hold, that could not be taken from me by any 
law, to which 1 did not give my own confent ; and 
where I mould never be in danger of receiving 

my 

* It is fince funk to 200,000 1. 
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my rents in mixt copper, at the lofs of fixteen 
{hillings in the pound. You can live in eafe and 
plenty at Pepper-hara in Surry; and therefore I 
thought it extremely generous and public-fpirited 
in you, to be of the kingdom's fide in this difpute, 
by (hewing, without referve, your difapprobation 
of Mr. Wood's defign ; at lead, if you have been 
fo frank to others, as you are to me ; which in- 
deed I could not but wonder at, confidering how 
much we differ in other points ; and, therefore, I 
could get but few believers, when I attempted to 
juftify you in this article from your own words. 

I w^uld humbly offer another thought, which 
I do not remember to have fallen under the dra- 
pier's obfervation. If thefe halfpence mould once 
gain admittance, it is agreed, that, in no long 
fpace of time, what by the clandeftine pra&ices 
of the coiner, what by his own counterfeits, and 
thofe of others, either from abroad or at home, 
his limited quantity would be tripled upon us, 
until there would not be a grain of gold or filver 
vifible in the nation. This, in my opinion, would 
lay a heavy charge upon the crown, by creating a 
neceflity of tranfmitting money from England, to 
pay the falaries at leaft of the principal civil offi- 
cers : for I do not conceive how a judge (for in- 
ftance) could fupport his dignity with a thoufand 
pounds a-year in Wood's coin ; which would not 
intrinfically be worth near two hundred. To ar- 
gue that thefe halfpence, if no other coin were 
current, would anfwer the general ends of com- 
merce among ourfelves, is a great miftake ; and 

the 
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the drapier hath made that matter too clear t^d* 
mit an anfwer, by {hewing us, what every owner 
of land muft be forced to do with the produ&s of 
it in fuch a diftrefs. You may read his remarks 
at large, in his fecond or third letter ; to which I 
refer you. 

Before I conclude, I cannot but obferve, that, 
for feveral months pad, there have more papers 
been written in this town, fuch as they are, all 
upon the beft public principle, the love of our 
country, than perhaps hath been known in any 
other nation in fo fhort a time : I fpeak in gene- 
ral, from the drapier down to the maker pf bal- 
lads ; and all without any regard to the common 
motives of writers; which are, profit, favour, and 
reputation. As to profit, I am affured, by perfons ■ 
of credit, that the beft ballad upon Mr. Wood, ; 
will not yield above a groat to the author ; and * 
the unfortunate adventurer Harding # declares, he 
never made the drapier any prefent, except one 
pair of fciflars. As to favour, whoever thinks to 
make his court,- by oppofi ng Mr. Wood, is not 
very deep in politics. And as to reputation, cer- 
tainly no man of worth and learning would em- 
ploy his pen upon fo tranfitory a fubjeft, and in 
fo obfeure a corner of the world, to diftinguilh 
himfelf as an author. So that I look upon my- 
felf, the drapier^ and my numerous brethren, to 
be all true patriots in our feveral degrees. 

All that the public can expeft for the future) 
is, only to be fometimes warned to beware of Mc 

Wood's 

• The printer of the drapier's letters. 
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Wood's halfpence ; and to be referred for con- 
viction to the drapier 9 * reafons. For, a man of the 
moil fuperior underftanding will find it impofiible 
to make the beft ufe of it, while he writes in con- 
straint ; perpetually foftening, correcting, or blot- 
ting out expreffions, for fear of bringing his print- 
er, or himfelf, under a profecution from my lord 
chief-jufttce Whitlhed. It calls to my remem- 
brance the madman in Don Quixote, who, being 
foundly beaten by a weaver, for letting a ftone 
(which he always carried on his (houlder) fall up- 
on a fpaniel, apprehended, that every cur he met 
was of the fame fpecies. 

FoAhefe reafons, I am- convinced, that what I 
have now written, will , appear low and infipid ; 
but, if it contributes in the Ieaft to preferve that 
union among us, for oppofing this fatal project of 
Mr. Wood, my pains will not be altogether loft. 

I fent thefe papers to an eminent; lawyer (and 
yet a man of virtue and learning into the bargain) 
who, after many alterations, returned them back, 
with alluring me, that they are perfectly innocent; 
without the leaft mixture of treafon, rebellion, fe- 
dition, malice, difaffedtion, reflection, or wicked 
infinuation whatfoever. 

If the bell-man of each parifli, as he goes his 
circuit, would cry out every night, Pad twelve 
o'clock ; Beware of Wood's halfpence ; it would 
probably cut off the occalion for publifliing any 
more pamphlets, provided that, in country towns, 
it were done, upon market-days. For my own 

Vol. IV. E part, 
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part, as foon' as it (hall be determined, that it 
not againft law, I will begin the experiment in t 
liberty of St. Patrick's ; and hope my example m 
be followed in the whole city* But if authori 
(hall think fit to forbid all writings, or difcouri 
upon this fubje&, except fuch as are in favour 
Mr. Wood, I will obey as it becomes me ; onl 
when I am in danger of burfting, I will go ai 
•whifper among the reeds, not any refieftion up< 
the wifdom of my countrymen j but only the 
few words, BEWARE OF WOOD'S HAL* 
PENCE. 

I am, .P 

with due refpeft, 

your moft obedient, 

Deanry-houfe, humble fervant, 

0^7.26.1724. 

j. s 
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An HUMBLE ADDRESS 
.to both Houfes of Parliament.* 

By M. B. Drapicr. 

Multa gemetu ignominiam plagafqut fuperU 
naoris 

I Have been, told, that petitions and addreffes, 
to either king or parliament, are the right of 
every fubje& ; provided they confift with that re- 
fpe&, which is due to princes and great affemblies. 
Neither do I remember, that the modeft propofals 
or opinions of private men have been ill received, 
when they have not been delivered in the ftyle 
of advice 5 which is a prefumption far from my 
thoughts. However, if propofals mould be look- 
ed upon as too affuming \ yet, I hope, every man 
may be fuffered to declare his own and the na- 
tion's wilhes. For in dance ; I may be allowed to 
wifh, that fome further laws were enaded for the 
advancement of trade $ for the improvement of a* 
griculture, now ftrangely neglected, againft the 
£ 2 maxims 

* This addrefs is without a date ; hut it appears to have been 
written during the firft feflion of parliament in lord Carteret's 
government, though it did not appear till it was inferted with 
the preceding letter in the Dublin edition of 1735. 

Among other inaccuracies in the Irifh edition, two dates are 
af&gned to the following tradt : in. the adverthement prefixed* 
it is faid to have been written the firft feflion of Carteret's go- 
vernment 5 and in the title-page, to be written before his ar- 
rival Howktf, 
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maxims of all wife nations ; for fupplyieg the ma- 
nifeft defe&s in the a£ks concerning the planta- 
tion of trees ; for fetting the poor to work j and 
many others. 

Upon this principle I may venture to affirm, 
it is the hearty wifli of the whole nation, very 
few excepted, that the parliament in this feflion 
would begin by ftri&ly examining into the detef- 
table fraud of one William Wood, now or late of 
London, hard-ware man ; who illegally and clan- 
deftinely, as appears by our own votes and addref- 
fes, procured a patent in England for coining 
half-pence in that kingdom, to be current here. 
This, I fay, is the wifli of the whole nation, 
very few excepted ; and, upon account of thofc 
few, is more ftrongly and juftly the wifh'of the reft : 
thole few confiding either of Wood's confederates, 
fome obfeure tradefmen, or certain bold UNDER- 
TAKERS, of weak judgement and ftrong ambi- 
tion, who think to find their account in the ruin 
of the nation, by fecuring or advancing themfelves. 
And, becaufe fuch men proceed upon a fyftem of 
politics, to which I would fain hope you will be 
always utter ftrangers, I fhall humbly lay it before 
you. 

Be pleafed to fuppofe me in a ftation of fifteen 
nundred pounds a year, falary and perquifites ; 
and likewife poflefied of 800 1. a year real eftate. 
Then fuppofe a deflruttive project to be on foot; 
fuch, for inftance, as this of Wood 5 which; if it 
fucceed, in all the confequences naturally to be 
expected froip. it, jnuft fink the rents and wealth 
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of the kingdom one half, (although I am confi- 
dent, it would have done fo fivc-fixths.) Suppofe, 
I conceive that the countenancing, or privately 1 
fupporting this projed, will pleafe thofe by whom 
I expe& to be preferved, or higher exalted $ no- 
thing then remains, but to compute and balance 
my gain and my lofs, and fum up the whole. I 
fuppofe that I (hall keep my employment ten years, 
not to mention the fair chance of a better. This, 
i at 1500 1. a year, amounts in ten years to 1 5,000 1. 
My eftate, by the fuccefs of the (aid projeft, finks 
400 1. a year ; which, at twenty years purchafe, is 
but 8000 1. ; fo that I am a clear gainer of 7000 1. 
upon the balance. And during all that period, I 
am poflefied of power and credit, can gratify my 
favourites, and take vengeance on my enemies, 
i And, if the projeft mifcarry, my private merit is 
' dill entire. This arithmetic, as horrible as it ap- 
pears, I knowingly affirm to have been pra&ifed, 
and applied in conjunctures, whereon depended 
the ruin or fafety of a nation : although probably 
the charity and virtue of a fenate will hardly be 
induced to believe, that there can be fuch monfiers 
among mankind. And yet the wife lord Bacon 
mentions a fort of people, (I doubt the race is 
not yet extincl) who would fet a houfe on fire for 
the convenience of roafting their own eggs at the 
flame. 

But whoever is old enough to remember, and 
hath turned his thoughts to obferve the courfe of 
public affairs in this kingdom from the time of the 
revolution, . muft acknowledge, that the liiglidt 
E 3 points 
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points of intcreft and liberty have been often fa- 
crificed to the avarice and ambition of particular J- 
perfons, upon the very principles and arithmetic j_ 
that I have fuppofed : the only wonder is, how* ^ 
thefe artifts were able to prevail upon numbers* | 
and influence even public aflemblies to become in- j. 
ftruments for effe&ing their execrable defigns. j 
It is, I think^ in all conference, latitude enough { 
for vice, if a man in ftation be allowed to ad ■ 
injuftice upon the ufual principles of getting a 
bribe, wreaking his malice, ferving his party, or 
confulting his preferment, while his wickednefft 
terminates in the ruin only of particular perfons. 
But, to deliver up our whole country, and every 
living foul who inhabits it, to certain deftfu&ion, 
hath not, as I remember, been permitted by the 
mod favourable cafuifts on the fide of corruption* 
It were far better, that all, who have had the 
misfortune to be born in this kingdom, fhould be 
rendered incapable of holding any employment 
whatsoever above the degree of a con liable, (ac- 
cording to the fcheme and intention of a great 
minifterf gone to his own place) than to live un- 
der the daily apprehenfions of a few falfe brethren 
among ourfelves. Becaufe, in the former cafe, we 
fliould be wholly free from the danger of being 
betrayed 5 fince none could then have impudence 
enough to pretend any public good. 

It is true, that in this defperate affair of the 
new halfpence, I have not heard of any man above 
my own degree of a mop-keeper to have been hi* 

thertt* 

t The late Earl of Sunder!^. 
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tberto fo bold, as in direft terms to vindicate the 
fatal projeft, although I have been told of fome ve- 
ry mollifying expreffions which were ufed, and ve- 
ry gentle expedients propofed and handed about, 
when it firft came under debate : but fince the 
eyes of the people have, been fo far opened, that 
the mod ignorant can plainly fee their own ruin in 
the fuccefs of Wood's attempt, thefe grand com- 
pounders have been more cautious. 

But that the fame fpirit (till fubfifts, hath ma- 
nifcftly appeared (among other inftances of great 
compliance) from certain circumftances, that have 
attended fome late proceedings * in a court of 
judicature. There is not any common-place more 
frequently infifted on by thofe who treat of our 
conftitution, than the great happinefs and excel- 
lency of trials by juries : yet if this blefled part 
of our law be eludable at pleafure, by the force of 
power, frowns and artifice, we {hall have little 
reafon to boaft of our advantage in this particular, 
over other ftates or kingdoms in Europe. And 
furely thefe high proceedings, exercifed in a point 
that fo nearly concerned the life-blood of the 
people, their neceffary fubfiftence, their very food 
and raiment, and ev£n the public peace, will 
not allow any favourable appearance ; becaufe it 
was obvious, that fo much fuperabundant zeal 
could have no other defign, or produce any other 
effeft, than to damp that fpirit raifcd in the 

nation 

# By Chief-Jnftice Whitfhed, whofc method with a jury may 
be fern in the note which follows the propofal for the ufe of Irilb 
manufactures, and that at the end of ieaibnaJble advice to a 
pand-jury. Hawktf. 
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nation again ft this accurfed fcheme of William 
Wood and his abettors ; to which fpirit alone we 
owe, and for ever muft owe, our being hitherto 
prcferved, and our hopes of being preferved for the 
future, if it can be kept up, and ftrongly counte- 
nanced by your wife aflemblics. I wifh I could 
account for fuch a demeanor upon a more chari- 
table foundation, than that of putting our intereft 
in over-balance with the ruin of our country. ■» 
I remember, fome months ago, when this affair 
was frefli in difcourfe, a "pcrfon nearly allied to 
SOMEBODY, or (as the hawkers called him) 
NOBODY, who was thought deeply concerned, 
went about very diligently among his acquain- 
tance, to (hew the bad confequences that might 
follow from any public refentment to the difad* 
vantage of his ally, Mr.~Wood ; principally al- 
ledging the danger of all employments being dif- 
pofed of from England. One of thefe emiflaries 
came to me, and urged the fame topic. I anfwer- 
ed naturally, that I knew there was no office of 
any kind, which a man from England might not 
have, if he thought it worth his a (king ; and that 
I looked upon all who had the difadvantage of 
being born here, as only in the condition of leafers 
and gleaners. Neither could I forbear mention- 
ing the known fable of the country man, who in- 
treated his afstofly for fear of being taken by the 
enemy $ but the afs refufed to give himfelf that 
trouble, and upon a very wife reafen ; becaufe 
he could not poflibly change his prefent mafirer 
for a worfe : the enemy could not make him fare 

harder, 
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er, beat him more cruelly, or load him with 
ier burdens. 

pon thefe, and many more confiderations, I 
affirm it to be the wi(h of the whole nation, 
the power and privileges of juries were de- 
d, afcertained, and confirmed by the legif- 
e ; and that whoever hath been manifeftly 
m to violate them, might be ftigmatized by 
c cenfure 5 not from any hope that fuch a 
ire .will amend their praftices, or hurt their 
eft, (for it may probably operate quite con- 

• in both) but that the nation may know 
enemies from their freinds. 

ay not this with any regard or view to my- 
for I write in great fecurity 5 and am refol- 
hat none (hall merit at my expence, further 
by {hewing their zeal to difcover, profecute 
:ondemn me, for endeavouring to do my duty 
rving my country : and yet I am confeious to 
If, that I never had the lead intention to 
2: on his- majefty's minifters, nor on any 

• perfon,' except William Wood, whom I 
ier did, nor do yet conceive to be of that num- 

However, fome would have it, that I went 
ar j but I fuppofe they will now allow them- 
5 miftaken. I am fure I might eafily have 
further ; and I think I could not eafily have 

worfe. And therefore I was no further af- 
d with their proclamation, and fubfequent 
redings, than a good clergyman is with the 
of the people. And as to the poor printer, 
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£e is now gone to appear before a higher, and [ 
before a righteous tribunal. j 

As my intention is only to lay before your great j 
afiemblies, the general wifties of the nation; and * 
as I have already declared it our principal wUh, 
that your firft proceeding would be, to examine 
into the pernicious fraud of William Wood * lb 
I muft add, as the univerfal opinion, that all 
fchemes of commutation, compofition, and the 
like expedients, either avowed or implied, will beef 
themoft pernicious confequences to the public \ a- 
gainft the dignity of a free kingdom 5 and prove an 
encouragement to future adventurers in the fame 
deftru&ive projects. For it is a maxim, which 
no man at prefent difputes, that even a coniuV 
vance to admit one thoufand pounds in thefc 
halfpence, will produce in time the fame rui- 
nous effects, as if we openly confene to ad* 
mit a million. It were therefore infinitely marc 
fafe and eligihle, to leave things in the doubt- 
ful, melancholy ftate they are at prefent, (which, 
however, God forbid) and truft entirely to the 
general averfion of our people againft this coin, 
ufing all honeft endeavours to preferve, contit 
nue and increafe that averfion, than fubmit to ap- 
ply thofe palliatives, which weak, perfidious, 
of abject politicians are upon all occafions, and in 
' all difeafes, fo ready to adminifter. 

In the fmall compafs of my reading (which 
however hath been more ex ten five than is ufual 
to men of my inferior calling) I have obferved, 
that grievances have always preceded fupplies ; 

and 
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id if ever grievances had a title to fuch a pre- 
linence, it muft be this of Wood ; becaufe it 
not only the greateft grievance that any country 
uld fuffer, but a grievance of fuch a kind, that, 
it (hould take effeft, would make it impoffible 
r us to give any fupplies at all, except adulterate 
pper ; unlefs a tax were laid for paying the civil 
id military lifts, and the large penfions, with 
al commodities inftead of money ; which, how* 
er, might be liable to fome few objc&ions, as 
ell as difficulties : for although the common fol- 
ers might be content with beef and mutton, and 
ool, and malt and leather ; yet I am in fome 
3ubt as to the generals, the colonels, the nu- 
terous penfioners, the civil officers and others, 
'ho all live in England upon Irifh pay, as well 
s thofe few who refide among us, only becaufe 
bey cannot help it. 

There is one particular, which, although I have 
mentioned more than once in fome of my for- 
tier papers, yet I cannot forbear to repeat, and a 
ittle enlarge upon it ; becaufe I do not remem- 
ber to have read or heard of the like, in the hi- 
tory of any age or country ; neither do I ever 
efle£t upon it, without the utmoft aftonifliment. 

After the unanimous addrefles to his facred 
bajefty, againft this patent of Wood, from both 
loufes of parliament, which are the three eftates 
)f the kingdom ; and likewife an addrefs from 
he privy council, to whom, under the chief go- 
vernors, the whole adminiftration is entrufted ; 
he matter is referred to a committee of council 

in 
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in London. Wood, and bis adherents, are 1 
on one fide ; and a feto volunteers, withou 
truft or direction from hence, on the other, 
queftion (as I remember) chiefly turned upc 
want of halfpence in Ireland. Witnefle 
called on the behalf of Wood, of what ere 
have formerly (hewn.* Upon the iflue, tr 
tent is found good and legal : all his ma' 
officers here, not excepting the military, 
manded to be aiding and affifting to make 
fe&ual ; the addrefles of both houfes of p 
ment, of the privy council, and of the c 
Dublin, the declarations of moil counties 
corporations through the kingdom, are altoj 
laid afide, as of no weight, confequence, 01 
federation whatfoever ; and the whole kin 
of Ireland nonfuited, in default of appear 
as if it were a private caufe between John 
plaintiff, and William Row, defendant. 

With great refpeft to thofe honourable pe 
the committee of council in London, I ha\ 
underftood them to be our governors, couni 
or judges. Neither did our cafe turn at all 
the queftion, Whether Ireland wanted halfp< 
For, there is no doubt, but we do want 
halfpence, gold, and filver ; and we have 
berlefs other wants, and fome that we are 1 
much as allowed to name, although they ai 
culiar to this nation, to which no ojher i$ 
jeft, whom God hath blefled with rel 
and laws, or any degree of foil and fun-f 



* In Letter III. 
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but, for what demerits on our fide, I am altoge- 
ther in the dark. 

But I do not remember that our want of half- 
pence was either affirmed, or denied in any of 
our addrefles or declarations againfl: thofe of 
Wood. We alledged the fraudulent obtaining 
and executing his patent, the bafenefs of his me- 
tal, and the prodigious fum to be coined, which 
might be increafed by ftealth, from foreign im- 
portation, and his own counterfeits, as well as 
thofe at home ; whereby we mud infallibly lofe 
all our little gold and filver, and all our poor re- 
mainder of a very limited and difcouraged trade. 
We urged, that the patent was pafled without 
the leaft reference hither; and without mention 
of any fecurity given by Wood to receive his own 
halfpence upon demand ; both which are con- 
trary to all former proceedings in the like cafes. 
Thefe, and many other arguments we offered ; 
but dill the patent went on ; and at this day, our 
ruin would have been half completed, if God in 
his mercy had not raifed an univerfal deteftation 
of thefe halfpence in the whole kingdom, with a 
firm refolution never to receive them, fince we 
are not under obligations to do fo by any law ei- 
ther human or divine. 

But, in the name of God and of all juftice and 
piety, when the king's majefty was pleafed that 
this patent fliould pafs, is it not to be underftood, 
that he conceived, believed and intended it as a 
gracious aft, for the good and benefit of his fub- 
jefts, for the advantage of a great and fruitful 

Vol. IV. F kingdom; 
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kingdom ; of the moft loyal kingdom upon eart 
where no hand or voice was ever lifted up 
gainft him ; a kingdom, where the pafTage is n 
of three hours from Britain, and a kingdo 
where papifts have lefs power, and lefs land th; 
in England ? Can it be denied, or doubted, th 
his majefty's miniflers underftood and propof 
the fame end, the good of this nation, when th< 
advifed the paffing this patent ? Can the per/< 
•f Wood be otherwife regarded, than as the i 
ftrument, the mechanic, the head-workman, 
prepare his furnace, his fuel, his metal, and h 
ftamps ? If I employ a fhoe-boy, is it in view 
his advantage, or to my own convenience? 
mention the perfon of William Wood alone ; b 
caufe no other appears, and we are not to reaf< 
upon furmifes; neither would it avail, if they h« 
a real foundation. 

Allowing therefore, for we cannot do lefs, th 
this patent for the coining of half-pence w 
wholly intended by a gracious king, and a wi 
public-fpirited miniftry, for the advantage of In 
land ; yet, when the whole kingdom to a mai 
for whofe good the patent was defigned, do, upc 
matured confideration, univerfally join in open 
declaring, protefting, addreffing, petitioning ; 
gainft thefe half-pence, as the moft ruinous pr< 
jeel: that ever was fet on foot to complete the fl; 
very and deftruclion of a poor innocent countrj 
is it, was it, can it, or will it ever be a queftioi 
not whether fuch a kingdom, or William Wooi 
Ihould be a gainer ; but whether fuch a kingdo; 

fhouj 
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Ihottld be wholly undone, deftroyed, funk, depo- 
pulated, made a fcene of mifery and defolatiorri 
for the fake of William Wood ? God of his infi- 
nite mercy avert this dreadful judgment ; and it 
is our univerfal wifh, that God would put it into 
your hearts to be his inftruments for fo good a 
work. 

For my own part, who am but one man, of 
obfcure condition, I do folemnly declare in the 
prefence of almighty God, thatj will fuffer the 
moft ignominious and torturing death, rather than 
fubmit to receive this accurfed coin, or any other 
tfrat fhall be liable to the fame obje&ions, until 
they fhall be forced upon me by a law of my 
own country ; and if that fhall ever happen, I 
will tranfport myfelf into fome foreign land, and 
cat the bread of poverty among a free people. 

Am I legally punifhable for thefe expreffions ? 
fliall another proclamation ifTtfs againft me, be- 
caufe I prefume to take my country's part againft 
William Wood, where her final deftru&ion is in- 
tended ? But whenever you fliall plcafe to impofe 
{Hence upon me, 1 will fubmit ; becaufe I look 
upon your unanimous voice to be the voice of 
the nation •, and this I have been taught, and do 
believe, to be in fome manner the voice of God. 

The great ignominy of a whole kingdom lying 
fo long at mercy under fo vile an adverfary, is 
fuch a deplorable aggravation, that the utrnoft 
expreffions of fliame and rage are too low to fet 
it forth : and therefore I (hall leave it to receive 
fuch a refentment, as is worthy of a parliament. 

F x It 
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It is likewife our universal wi(h, that his mai- 
Jefty (hould grant liberty to coin half-pence id 
this kingdom for our own ufe, under fuch reftric- 
tion as a parliament here fhall advife ; fince tHe 
power of coining even gold and filver is poflefled 
by every petty prince abroad ; and was always 
pra£tifed by Scotland to the very time of the u- 
nion ; yet furely Scotland, as to foil, climate, and 
extent, is not in itfelf a fourth part the value of 
Ireland*, (for biftiop Burnet fays, it is not. abort 
the fortieth part in value to the reft of Britain) 
and with refpecl: to the profit that England gains 
from hence, not the forty thoufandth part. Al- 
though I muft confefs, that a mote in the eye, or 
a thorn in the fide, is more dangerous and pain- 
ful than a beam or a fpike at a diftance. 

The hiftories of England, and of moft othei 
countries, abound in relating the miferable, and 
ibmetimes the moll tragical effefts from the ab- 
ufes of coin, by debating the metal, by leflening 
or enhancing the value upon occafions, to the 
public lofs ; of which we have an example within 
our own memory in England, and another verj 
lately in France. It is the tendered point of go- 
vernment, afFe&ing every individual in the high 
eft degree. When the value of money is arbi- 
trary or unfettled, no man can well be faid tc 
have any property at all j nor is any wound fi 
ftlddenly felt, fo hardly cured, or that leaves fuel 
deep and lading fears behind it. 

I conceive this poor unhappy ifland to have ; 
title to fome indulgence from England j not onl] 

UfQl 
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upon the fcore of chiftianity, natural equity, and 
the general rights of mankind, but chiefly on ac- 
count of that immenfe profit they receive from- 
us; without which that kingdom would make a 
very different figure in Europe, from what it doth 
at prefent. 

The rents of land in Ireland, fince they have 
been of late fo enormoufly raifed and fcrewed up* 
may be computed to about two millions where- 
of one third part at lead is dire&ly tranfmitted 
to thofe, who are perpetual abfentees in England r 
as I find by a computation made with tlie affift- 
ance of feveral fkilful gentlemen. 

The other articles, by which we are altogether 
lofcrs, and England a gainer, we found to amount 
to almoft as much more. 

I will only fet down as many heads of them as 
I can remember, and leave them to the confide- 
ration of thofe who underftand accounts better 
than I pretend to do. 

The occauonal abfentees,. for bufinefs, health,, 
or diverfion. 

Three-fourths of the revenue of the chief go- 
vernor, during his abfence j. which is ufually four- 
fifths of his government. 

The whole revenue of the pod-office. 

The numerous penfions paid to perfbns in Eng- 
land.. 

The pay of the chief officers of the N army ab- 
fent in England, which is a great fum. 

Four commiflioners of the revenue, always ab- 
fcnt. 

F 3 Civil 
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Civil employments very numerous, and of great 
income. 

■ The vaft charge of appeals to the houfe of 
lords, and to the court of delegates. 

Students at the inns of court, and the two uni- 
verfities. 

Eighty thoufand pounds fent yearly to Eng- 
land for coals; whereof the prime colt is -no- 
thing, and therefore the profit wholly theirs. 

One hundred thoufand pounds paid feveral 
years paft for corn fent over hither from Eng- 
land; the efFe£k of our own great wifdom in 
difcouraging agriculture. 

The kind liberty granted us of wearing Indian 
fluffs, and callicoes, to gratify the vanity and fol- 
ly of our women ; which, befides the piofit to 
England, * is an inconceivable lofs to us, forcing 
the weavers to beg in our ftreets, or tranfport 
themfelves to foreign countries. 

The prodigious lofs to us, and gain to Eng- 
land, by felling them all our wool at their own 
rates; whereof the manufacture exceeds above 
ten times the prime coft : a proceeding without 
example in the chriftian or heathen world. 

Our own wool returned upon us in Englifh manu- 
factures, to our infinite fhame and damage, and 
the great advantage of England. 

The full profit of all our mines accruing to> 

England ; 

* From whence thefe commodities were exported to Ireland* 
the Eaft- India company only having a right to import them from. 
the country in which they are manufactured. Hawkcf. 
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England ; an effeft of great negligence and ftu- 
pidity. 

An afFe&ation among us of liking all kinds of 
goods made in England. * 

Thefe and many other articles, which I cannot 
recolledk at prefent, are agreed by judicious men 
to amount to near feven hundred thoufand 
pounds per ann. clear profit to England. And 
upon the whole, let any man look into thofe au- 
thors who write upon the fubjeft of commerce, 
he (hall find, that there is not one fingle article 
in the effentials or circumftances of trade, where- 
by a country can be a lofer, which we do not 
poflefs in the higheft perfe&ion ; femewhat in e- 
very particular, that bears a kind of analogy to 
William Wood 5 and now the branches are all 
cut off, he (lands ready with his axe at the root. 

Upon this fubjeft of perpetual abfentecs, I 
have fpent fome time in very infignificant reflec- 
tions ; and, confidering the ufual motives of hu- 
man a&ions, which are pleafure, profit, and am- 
bition, I cannot yet comprehend, how thofe per- 
fons find their account in any of the three. I 
fpeak not of thofe Englifh peers or gentlemen, 
who, befide their eftates at home, have poffeflions 
here *, for, in that cafe, the matter is defperate ; 
but I mean thofe lords, and wealthy knights, or 
fquires, whofe birth, and partly their education, 
and all their fortune, except fome trifle, and that 

in 

* Many of the above articles have been fince particularly 
computed by another writclr, to whofe trc atife the reader is re- 
ferred. Hatvkcf. 
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in a very few inftances, are in this kingdom. I 
knew many of them well enough, during feveral 
years, when I refided in England ; and truly, I 
could not difcover, that the figure they made, was; 
by any means, a fubjeft for envy, at leaft it gave 
me two very different paflions. For, excepting 
the advantage of going now and then to an opera* 
or fometimes appearing behind a crowd at court, 
or adding to the ring of coaches in Hyde-Park* 
or lofing their money at the chocolate-boufe, or 
getting news, votes, and minutes about five days 
before us in Dublin ; I fay* befides thefe, and a 
few other privileges of lefs importance, their 
temptations to live in London were beyond my 
knowledge or conception. And I ufed to won- 
der how a man of birth and fpirit could endure 
to be wholly infignificant and obfcure in a foreign 
country, when he might live with luftre in his 
own ; and even at lefs than half that expence, 
which he drains himfelf to make, without ob- 
taining any one end, except that which happened 
to the frog, when he would needs contend for fize 
with the ox. I have been told by fcholars, that 
Caefar faid, he would rather be the firft man in I 
know not what village* than the fecond in Rome. 
This, perhaps, was a thought only fit for Csefar: 
but, to be preceded by thoufands, and neglected 
by millions; to be wholly without power, fi- 
gure, influence, honour, credit* or diftin&ion, is 
not, in my poor opinion, a very amiable fituation 
of life to a perfon of title or wealth, who can fa 
cheaply and eafily fliine in his native country. 

But* 
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.But, betides the depopulating of the kingdom, 
the leaving fo many parts of it wild and uncul- 
tivated, the ruin of fo many country-feats and 
plantations ; the cutting down all the woods, to 
fupply expences in England the abfence of fo 
many noble and wealthy perfons, hath been the 
caufe of another fatal confequence, which few, 
perhaps, have been aware of. For, if that very 
confiderable number of lords, who pofiefs the 
ampleft fortunes here, had been content to live 
at home, and attend the affairs of their own 
country in parliament ; the weight, reputation, 
and dignity thereby added to that noble houfe, 
would, in all human probability, have prevented 
certain proceedings, which are now ever to be 
lamented, becaufe they never can be remedied: 
and we might have then decided our own pro- 
perties among ourfelves, without being forced to 
travel five hundred miles by fea and land to an* 
other kingdom for juftice, to our infinite expence, 
vexation, and trouble ; which is a mark of fervi- 
tude without example from the practice of any 
age or nation in the world. 

I have fometimes wondered, upon what mo 
fives the peerage of England were fo defirous to 
determine our controverfies \ becaufe I have been 
allured, and partly know, that the frequent ap- 
peals from hence have been very irkfome to that 
illuilrious body: and whoever hath frequented 
the painted chamber, and courts of requefts, 
muft have obferved, that they are never fo no- 
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bly filled, as when an Irifh appeal is under de- 
bate. 

The peers of Scotland, who are very nume* 
ous, were content to reiide in their caftles and 
houfes in that bleak and barren climate ; and al- 
though fomc of them made frequent journies tc 
London, yet I do not remember any of thai 
greateft families, till very lately, to have mad< 
England their con (tan t habitation before th< 
union; or, if they did, I am fure it was generally 
to their own advantage ; and, whatever they got 
was employed to cultivate and increafe their owr 
eftates $ and, by that means, tnricK themfelve 
and their country. 

As to the great number of rich abfentees unde 
the degree of peers ; what particular ill effefl 
their abfence may have upon this kingdom, be 
fides thofe already mentioned, may, perhaps, b 
too tender a point for me to touch. But, whe 
.ther thofe who live in another kingdom, upoi 
-great eftates here, and have loft all regard t< 
their own country, further than upon account o 
the revenues they receive from it : I fay, whethe 
fuch perfons may not be prevailed on to recom 
mend others to vacant feats, who have no interef 
here, except a precarious employment, and con 
fequently, can have no views, but to preferv 
what they have got, or to be higher advanced 
this, I am fure, is a very melancholy queflion, t 
it be a queflion at all. 

But, betides the prodigious profit which Eng 
land receives, by the tranfmittal thither of two 

third 
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is of the revenues of this whole kingdom, it 
another advantage, by making our country a 
tacle, wherein to di/burden themfelves of 
' fupernumerary pretenders to office ; perfons 
cond-rate merit in their own country, who, 
>irds of paffage, moft of them thrive and fat- 
lere, and fly off when their credit and employ- 
r are at an end. So that Ireland may juftly 
rhat Luther faid of himfelf ; POOR Ireland 
th many rich. 

, amidft all our difficulties, I fliould venture 
fert, that we have one great advantage, pro- 
1 we could improve it as we ought, I believe 
of my readers would be long in conje&ur- 
what poffible advantage could ever fall to our 
However, it is certain, that all the regular 
oV party and faclion among us, are entirely 
id out ; and if any new ones fhall fpring up, 
null be.of equivocal generation, without any 
at all ; and will juftly be imputed to a de- 
of ftupidity beyond even what we have been 
charged with, upon the fcore of our birth* 
and climate. 

he parties in this kingdom (including thofe 
aodern date) are, firft, of thofe who have 
1 charged or fufpeded to favour the pretender , 
thofe who were zealous oppofers of him. Se- 
lly, Of thofe who were for and againfl a to* 
ion of diflenters by law. Thirdly, Of higi 
low-church ; or (to fpeak in this cant of the 
*) of whig and tory. And, fourthly, 0\ 
t and country. If there be any more, they 

ar* 
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are beyond my obfervation or politics : for, as to 
fubaltern or occ a/tonal parties , they have all been 
derivations from the fame originals. 

Now, it is manifeft, that all thefe incitements to 
faclion, party, and divifton, are wholly removed 
from among us. For, as to the pretender, hu 
caufe is both dejperate and obfolete : there are vet] 
few now alive, who were men - in his father*! 
rime, and in that prince's intereft \ and in all a 
thers, the obligation of confeience hath no place* 
even the papifts, in general, of any fubftance or e 
dates, and their priejls, almoft untverfally, an 
what we call whigs, in the fenfe which by tha 
word is generally underftood. They feel tin 
/mart, and fee the fears of their former wounds 
and very well know, that they muft be made i 
facrifice to the leall attempts towards a change 
although it cannot be doubted, that they woul< 
be glad to have their fuperjlition reftored unde 
any prince whatfoevcr. 

Secondly, The dijfenters are now tolerated b 
law : neither do we obferve any murmurs at pre- 
fent from that quarter, except thofe reafonabl 
complaints they make of perfecution, becaufe the] 
are excluded from civil employments; but theii 
number being very fmall in either houfe of parlia 
ment, they are not yet in a fituation to ere£k s 
party : becaufe, however indifferent men may b< 
with regard to religion, they are now grown wifi 
enough to know, that if fuch a latitude were al 

lowe< 

* The obligation ariiing from their having fworn alkgiano 
Ha-wkef. 
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d to dijfenters, the few fmall employments left 
1 cities and corporations would find other 
f to lay hold on them. 

lirdly, The difpute between high and low- 
h, is now at an end ; two-thirds of the W* 

having been promoted in this reign, and 

of them from England, who have beftowed 
referments in their gift to thofe they could' 
confide in : the deanries all, except three, and 
f principal church-livings, are in the dona- 
of the crown : fo that we already poflefs 
a body of clergy, as will never engage in con- 
:rfy upon that antiquated and exploded fubjeft. 
iftly, As to court and country parties, fo fa- 
s and avowed under mod reigns in Englifh 
aments 5 this kingdom hath not, for feveral 
> paft, been a proper fecne, whereon to exer- 
fuch contentions ; and is now lefs proper 

ever ; many great employments for life be- 
in diftant hands, and the reverfion's diligently 
:hed and fecured:- the temporary ones of any 
ing value, are all beftowed elfewherei as fall as 

drop ; and the few remaining are of too low 
ideration to create contefts about them, ex- 

among younger brothers, or tradefmen like 
elf. And therefore, to inftitute a court and 
try party, without materials, would be a very 

fyftem in politics, and what, I believe, was 
m thought on before ; nor, unlefs in a nation 
iots, can ever fucceed ; for the moft ignorant 
i cottager will not fell his cow for a groat. 
r 0L. IV. G Therefore, 
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Therefore,. I conclude, that all party and j 
tion, with regard to public proceedings, are r 
cxtinguiflied in this kingdom:* neither dot 
appear in view, how they can poffibly revive ; 
lefs fome new caufes be adminiftered ; wl 
cannot be done, without crojfihg the intere/t. 
thofe who are 'the greateft gainers by continuing 
'fame meafures. And general calamities, wit 
hope ofredrefs, are allowed to be the great urn 
of mankind. 

However we may diflike the cdufes, yet 
effecl of begetting an univetfal concord among 
in all national debates, as well as in cities , corfn 
■tionsy and country neighbourhoods, ftiay keep us 
•lead dive, and in -a condition to eat the li 
tread allowed us in peace and amity. I Y 
heard of a quarrel in a tavern, where all wer 
daggers-drawing, till one of the cdmpany c 
odt, defiring to know the fobjetl of the quar 
which, when none of them could tell-, they put 
'their fwords, fat down^ and paJfled the reft of 
evening in quiet. The f&faer part hath been 
cafe ; I hope the latter will be fo too, that 
fhall fit down amicably together, at leaft until 
hiftefomething that may give us a title to fall^ 
♦fince nature hath inftwi&ed even a brood 
goflings to Jiiik together, while the f kite is hovei 
over their heads. 

It is certain, that a firm union in any coun 
•where every man wifhes the fame thing, with 

hi 

* SiAee this dbcourfe was Written, it hath appeared, by 
ricDcc, that the author was much miftaken in his conjettun 
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kion to the public, may, in feveral points of the 
peateft importance, in fome meafure, Supply the 
iefeB of power y and even £^ thofe rights, which are 
the natural and\ undoubted inheritance of mankind. 
If the univ.erfal wifb of the potion, upon any 
point, were declared by the unanimous vote of the 
houfe of commons, and a rea£bnable v number of 
lords, I fhould think myfelf obliged, in confidence, 
to a£k in my fphere according to that vote ; be- 
caufe, in all free nations, I take the proper defi- 
nition of law to be, the will of the majority of 
thofe who have the property in land ; which, if 
there be a monarchy, is to be confirmed by the 
royal aflent. And although fuich votes or declara- 
tions have not received fuch a confirmation, for 
certain accidental reafons ; yet, 1 think they ought 
to be of much weight with the fubjeel, provided 
tjbey neither oppofe. the king's prerogative, en- 
danger the peace of the nation, nor infringe any 
law already in force ; none of which, however, 
can reafonahly be fuppofed. Thus, for in (lance, 
if nine in ten of the heufe of commons, and a 
rcafonable number of native temporal peers, 
fhould declare, that, whoever received or uttered 
brafs coin, except under certain limitations and 
fecurities, fhould be deemed as enemies to the king 
and the nation ; I fhould think it a heinous fin in 
myfelf, to a£t contrary to fuch a vote : and if the 
lame power fhoujd declare the fame cenfure a- 
gaioft thofe who wore Indian (luffs and calicoes, 
or woollen manufaStures imported from abroad* 
thereby this nation is reduced to the loweft ebb 
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of mifery, I mould readily; heartily, and cheat) 
pay obedience ; and, to my utmoft power, 
fuade others to do the like ; becaufe there i 
law of this land, obliging us either to receive 
coin, or to wear fnch foreign manufactures. 

* Upon this laft article I could humbly v 
that the reverend the clergy would fet iw an ex 
pie, by contenting themfelves with wearing gc 
and other habiliments of Irifh drapery ; wl 
as it would be fome incitement to the laity > 
fet many hands to work, fo they would find i 
advantage in the cheapneft, which is a circ 
fiance not to be negledied by too many among 
venerable body, f And in order to this, I c 
heartily deflre, that the moft ingenious artif 
the weaving trade would contrive fome dc 
fluffs and filks for clergymen at reafonable rat* 

1 have preffed feveral of our moft fubfta 
brethren, that the whole corporation of wet 
in filk and woollen, would publifli fome proj 
(I wifli they would do it to both houfes of pa 
ment) inviting perfons of all degrees and of 
fexes, to wear the woollen and filk manufafl 
of our own country ; entering into folemn, 
tual engagements, that the buyer, fhall have g 
fubftantial, merchantable ware for his mc 
and at a certain rate, without the troubl 

cheapei 

* This hath fince been put in practice by the perfuafioi 
influence of the fuppoftd author ; but much defeated b 
moft infamous fraud of fliopkeepers. Hawkef. 

t This fcheme was like wife often urged to the weavers I 
jfuppofed author ; but he could never prevail on them to pu 
practice, Hawlcf. 
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cheapening. So that if I fent a child for a piece 
of ftuff of a particular colour and finenefs, I 
fbould be fure not to be deceived \ or if 1 had 
reafon to complain, the corporation (hould give 
me immediate fatisfa&ion ; and the name of the 
tradefman, who did me the wrong, fhould be pub- 
lifhed ; and warning given not to deal with him 
for the future ; unlefs the matter plainly appeared 
to be a miilake : for, be fides the trouble of going 
from (hop to (hop, an ignorant cuftomer runs the 
hazard of being cheated in the price and good- 
nefs of what he buys, being forced to an unequal 
combat with a dexterous and diflioneft man in his 
own calling. Thus our goods fall under a gene- 
ral difreputation 5 and the gentry call for Englifh. 
cloth, or filk, from an opinion they have (and of- 
ten too juftly by our own faults) that the goodnefs 
more than makes up for the difference of price. 

Befides, it hath been the fottifh and ruinous; 
praftice of us tradefmen, upon any great demand 
of goods either at home or from abroad* to raife 
the prices immediately, and manufafture the faid 
goods more (lightly and fraudulently than before. 

Of thefe foul and fooliflh proceedings, too many 
inftances might be produced \ and I cannot forbear 
mentioning one whereby this poor kingdom hath 
received fuch a fatal blow in the only article of 
trade allowed us of any importance, that nothing 
but the fuccefs of Wood's proje£t could outdo it. 
During the late plague in France, the Spaniards,, 
who buy their linen cloths in that kingdom, not 
daring to venture thither for fear of infection,, 
G l a. very 
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a very great demand was made here for that con 
modity, and exported to Spain : but, whether 1 
the ignorance of the merchants, or diftionefty 
the northern weavers, or the collufion of both, tl 
ware was fo bad, and the price fo exceflive, tha 
except fome fmall quantity which was fold belo 
the prime coft, the greateft part was returned 
and I have been told by very intelligent perfon 
that if we had been fajr dealers, the whole cu 
rent of the linen trade to Spain, would have tal 
en its cotirfe from hence. 

If any punilhment were to be inflicted on nun 
bers of men, furely there could none be thoug] 
too great for fuch a race of traitors and enemi 
to God ami their country; who, for the profpe 
of a lit tlcprefent gain, do not only ruin themfelv 
(for that alone would be an example to the rei 
*ncl a blejjlng to the nation) but fell their fouls 
hell, and their country to deftru&ion. And 
the plague could have been confined only to tho 
who were partakers in the had it travelled h 
ther from Marseilles, thofe wretches would ha 1 
died with lefs title to pity than a highway-man g< 
ing to the gallows. 

But it happens very unluckily, that for fome tit 
pajl all endeavours or propofals from private pc 
fons to advance the public fervice, however honel 
ly and innocently defigned, have been called fli 
ing in the king's face; and this, ton 
knowledge, bath been the ftyle of fome perfoh 
whofe anceflors (I mean thofe among them wl 
had any) and themfelves t have been flying in print 

fac 



LETTER VII. 



faces thcfc fourfcore years; and from their own in- 
clinations would do fo ftill, if their intereft did 
not lead them to fly in the face of a kingdom, 
which hath given them wings to enable them for 
fuch a flight. 

Thus, about four years ago, when a difcourfc * 
was publifhed, endeavouring to perfuade our peo- 
ple to wear their own woollen manufactures, full 
of the moft dutiful expreffions to the king, and 
without the leaft party hint 9 it was termed 
flying in the king's face ; the printer was profecuted 
in the manner we a)I remember, and, I hope it 
will Jbmewhere be remembered further^ the jury 
kept eleven hours, and fent back nine times, till 
they were under the neceffity of leaving the pri- 
foner to the mercy of the court, by a Jpecial wr- 
ditl ; the f judge on the bench invoking God for 
his witnefs f when he aflerted, that the author's 
defign was to bring in the pretender. 

And thus alfo my own poor endeavours to pre- 
vent the ruin of my country by the admiflion of 
Wood's coin, were called by the fame perfons, 
flying in the king's face ; which I directly deny : 
for I cannot allow that vile reprefentation of the 
royal countenance in William Wood's adulterate 
copper, to be his facred majefty's face } or, if it 
were, my flying was not againft the impreJJion 9 but 
the bafenefs of the metal ; becaufe I well remem- 
bered, that the image which Nebuchadnezzar 
commanded to be fet up for all men to fall down and 

worfhip 

* The propofal for the univerfal ufe of Irilh manufaftures.. 
t Judge WhitflraL 
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wor/bip it, was not of copper but pure gold. 
And I am heartily forry, we have fo few royal 
images of that metal among us \ the fight whereof, 
although it could hardly encreafe our veneration 
for his majefty, which is already fo great, yet 
would very much enliven it with the mixture of 
comfort and fatisfafiion. 

Alexander the Great would fuffer no ftatuary, 
except Phidias, to carve his image in ft one or 
metal. How mud he have treated fuch an ope- 
rator as "Wood, who goes about with fack-fulls of 
drofsj odioufly mifreprefenting his prince's counte- 
nance ; and would force them by thoufands upon 
every one of us at above fix times the value. 

But, not with (landing all that hath been objec- 
ted by William Wood himfelf, together with his 
favourers, abettors, fupporters, either public or pri- 
vate s by thofe who connive at this pipjedl, or dif- 
courage and difcountenance his oppofers for fear of 
leflening their favour, or hazarding their employ 
ments ; by thofe, who endeavour to damp the fpi- 
rit of the people raifed againft this coin, or check 
the honeft zeal of fuch as by their writings or dif- 
courfes do all they can to keep it up ; by thofe 
fofteners, fweeteners, compounders, zndexpedient- mon- 
gers, who fhake their heads fo ftrongly that we can 
bear their pockets jingle; I did never imagine, that 
in dete&ing the pra&ices of fuch enemies to the 
kingdom, I was flying in the king's facet, or thought 
they were better reprefenters of his majefty, than 
that very coin, for which they are fecret or open ad- 
vocates. 

If 
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If I were allowed to recite only thofe nvifhes of 
the nation, which may be in our power to attain ; 
I think they might be fummed up in thefe few 
following. 

Firft, that an end might be put to our appre- 
henfions of Wood's half-pence, and to any dan- 
ger of the like deftru&ive fcheme for the future. 

Secondly, that half-pence might be coined in 
this kindom by a public mint with due limitations. 

Thirdly, that the fenfe of both houfes of par- 
liament, at lead of the houfe of commons, was 
declared by fome unanimous and hearty votes a- 
gaihft wearing any filk or woollen manufa&ures 
imported from abroad ; as like wife againft wear- 
ing Indian filks or calicoes, which are forbidden 
under the higheft penalties in England : and it be- 
hoves us to take example from fo wife a nation ; 
becaufe we are under a greater necejjity to do fo, 
fince nve are not allowed to export any woollen ma- 
nufa&ures of our own ; which is the principal 
branch of foreign trade in England. 
• Fourthly, that fome effediual methods may be tak- 
en to civilize thepoorer fort of our natives in all thofe 
parts of this kingdom, where the Irifh abound, by 
introducing among them our language and cuf- 
toms; for want of which they live in the utmoft 
ignorance, barbarity, and poverty, giving them- 
fclves wholly up to idlenefs, naftinefs, and thie- 
very, to the very great and juft reproach of too 
many landlords. And if I had in me the leaft 
fjiritof a projector, I would engage, that this 

might . 
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might be effe&ed in a few years at a very incon- 
fiderable charge. 

Fifthly, that due encouragement fhould be gi- 
ven to agriculture ; and a flop put to that perni- 
cious pra&ice of graziers engrofling vaft quanti- 
ties of land, fometimes at great diftaoce ; where- 
by the country is extremely depopulated. 

Sixthly, that the defeats in thofe a&s for plant- 
ing foreft trees might be fully fupplied, fince 
they have hitherto been wholly ineffe&ual \ except 
about the demclhes of a few gentlemen *, and e- 
ven there in general very unikilfully made, and 
thriving accordingly. Neither hath there yet 
been due care taken to preferve what is planted, 
or to enclofe grounds ; not one hedge in a bun* 
dred coming to maturity for want of fkill and in- 
duftry. The negle& of copftng woods cut down 
bath likewife been of vecy evil confequences. And 
if men were reftrained, from that unlimited liber- 
ty of cutting down their own. woods before the pro* 
per time, as they are in fome other countries, it 
would be a mighty benefit to the kingdom. For, 
I believe, there is not another example in Europe 
of fuch a prodigious quantity of excellent timber 
cut down in fo (hort a time, with fo little advan- 
tage to the country either in Jbippng or building. 

I may add that abfurd pra&ice of cutting turf, 
without any regularity ; whereby great quantities 
of reftorable land are made utterly defperate, 
many thoufands of cattle deftroyed,. the turf 
more difficult to come at, and carry home, and 
left fit for burning ; the air made unwholfome, 
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by ftagnating pools and marfhes ; and the very 
fight of fuch places offerifive to thofe who ricte 
by. Neither fliould that odious cuftom be al- 
lowed, of cutting fcraivs (as they call them) 
which is flaying of the green furface of the ground 

\ to cover their cabins, or make up their ditches ; 

j fometimes in {hallow foils, where all is gravel 
within a few inches ; and fometimes in low 
grounds, with a, thin green fward, and floughy 

' underneath ; which laft turns all into bog by this 
mifmanagement. And I have heard from very 
flrilful country men, that by thofe two pra&ices 

I in turf and fcranvs, the kingdom lofeth fome hun- 

1 dreds of acres of profitable land every year; be- 
fides the irreparable lofs of many fkirts of bogs, 
which have a green coat of grafs, and yet are 
mangled for turf; and befides the want of canals 
by regular cutting, which would not only be of 
great convenience for bringing their turf 'home at 
an eafy rate, but likewife render even the larger 
bogs more dry and fafe for fummer pafture. 
Tbefe, and fome other fpeculations of the like 

- kind, 1 had intended to publifii in a particular 
difcourfe againft this feffion of parliament ; be- 
caufe, in fome periods of my life, I had op- 
portunity and curiofity to obferve, from what 
caufes thofe great errors in every branch of coun- 
try management have arifen ; of which I have 
now ventured to relate but few out of very ma- 
ny; whereof fome, perhaps, would not be men- 

\ tioned without giving offence, which I have en- 
deavoured by all poffible means to avoid. And, 

for 
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for the fame reafon, I chofe to add here the H 
I thought proper to fay on this fubjeft. 

But, as to the lands of thofe who are perpe, 
abfenteesy I do not fee any probability of their 
ing ever improved. In former times, their 
nants fat at eafy rents ; but for fome years p 
they have been, generally fpeaking, more te 
bly racked by the dexterity of mercilefs agents fi 
England, than even thofe who held under the 
vereft landlords here. I was aflured upon 
place, by great numbers of credible people, 
a prodigious eftate in the county of Cork b< 
let upon leafes for lives, and great fines paid, 
^rent was fo high, that the tenants begged h 
f to furrendcr their leafes, and were content to 
their fines. 

The cultivating and improvement of lan 
certainly a fubjeft worthy of the higheft enq 
in any country, but efpecially in ours ; where 
are fo ftrangely limited in every branch of tr 
that can be of advantage to us, and utterly 
prived of thofe, which are of the greateft im 
tancej whereof I defy the mod learned ma 
Europe, to produce me an example from an 
ther kingdom in the world : for we are de 
the benefit which God and nature intended to 
as manifeftly appears by our happy fit u at ion 
commerce, and the great number of our exce 
ports. So that I think, little is left us, bei 
the cultivating our own foil, encouraging t 
culture, and making great plantations of ti 
that we might not be under the neceffity of f 
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ing for corn and bark from England : and timber 
from other countries. This would incrcafe the 
jl\ number of our inhabitants, rfnd help to confume 
?«. our natural produ£bj as well as manufactures at 
home. And I fhall never forget what I once 
[, ventured to fay to a great man in England, That 
few politicians, with all their fchemes, are half fo 
ufeful members of a commonwealth, as an honeft 
farmer } who, by fkilfully draining, fencing, ma- 
nuring, and planting, hath increafed the intrinfic 
value of a piece of land ; and thereby done a/*r- 
petual fervice to his country ; which it is a great 
controverfy, whether any of the former ever did, 
fince the creation of the world ; but no contro- 
verfy at all, that ninety-nine in a hundred have 
done abundance of mifchief. 

Although, in the foregoing letters, Dr. Swift talks of liberty 
in a drain highly becoming a warm and zealous defender of the 
rights of his country, which he maintains with great force of 
law, reafon, juftice, and eloquence ; he never once deviates, in 
the whole courfe of his arguments, from the diftinguifhing cha- 
rafteriftics of the moft loyal fubjcc"t ; whatever might, to the 
contrary, have been fuppofed by a few degenerate (laves and 
fycophants, in thofe days ; even by that fort of people, who, 
as the wife Lord Bacon exprefles it, would fet a houfe on fire, 
for the convenience of roafting their own eggs at die flame. 
D. Svrift. 

However, indeed, fuch was the .iniquity of the times, that a 
reward of 300 1. was offered for the author of the fourth letter, 
chiefly becaufe he had maintained therein the liberty of his coun- 
try, and declared in very high terms, worthy of a brave and re- 
folute mind, that he would continue firm and faithful to his fb- 
vereign Lord the King, whatever turn, in the viculitudes of this 
world, his majefty's affairs might poflibly take in other parts of 
his dominions.— I fhall only remark upon this docTrine, the 

Vol. IV. H contrary 
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contrary of which would, I think? have been high treafbn, and 
againft his oath of allegiance, that how much foever it was con- 
demned in the year 1724, by flaves and flatterers; it was, in 
1745, Co univerfally eftabliihed in the minds of men, that if 
there had been occafion for the people of Ireland to hare drawn 
the fword in defence of their ibvereign, (which, betide then- 
loyalty and affection to his majefty, they have many reaibns to 
thank God for, that there was not,) K. George II. would un- 
doubtedly have been fupported in his right to the imperial king- 
dom of Ireland, let his majefty's affairs in other parts of his do- 
minions have taken what turn they might, by 300,0x20 as brave 
militia as any to be found throughout all Europe; even by the 
grand-children of thofe men fo renowned for their valorous 
achievements in the days of K. William III. ■ As the author 
of the fourth letter could not be ducovered, Harding the printer 
wm indicted in the ufual forms, and brought to the King's 
Bench, to be tried before that William Whitfhed above men- 
tioned. But the noble jury, friends to their country, and to 
the public intereft, would not find the bill. Whereupon the 
Chief Juftice, in a rage, diflblved the jury : on account of which, 
he deferved to have been impeached by the houfc of commons ; 
becaufe the diflblving of a grand jury, <&rc. See the note affixed 
to Refilutions of the Commons of England, vol. III. Swift, 
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The Drapier demolished, and fet out Ir 
his own proper Colours; being a full Confu- 
tation of all his Arguments againft Mr* 
Wood's Halfpence. 

By William Wood, Efq; 

Written in the year 17x4* 

Tt good people of Ireland, 

I Make not the kaft doubt, when ye have im- 
partially weighed aad coaGdered what I {hall 
offer upon the prefect occafion in ir*y own de- 
fence, and againft your Drapier ; when ye ihall 
make an exaft affay of the arguments on both 
fides, between him and me ; and, laftly, when ye 
{hall obJerre, as I (hall point it out, the abufive 
and reproachful language with which he Has 
treated me ; I fay, as I faid before, I make not 
the leaft doubt, but ye will all, to a man, rejedk 
him, and embrace me with open arms. 

In his firft letter to the trade/men, fbopkeepers, 
farmers, and common people in general, of the king* 
dom of Ireland (Vol. III. p. 343.) he begins with 
the wheedling preamble of brethren, friends, 
countrymen, and fellow-fubj eels. A loving begin- 
ning indeed ! But I wonder which of us two 
loves you bed ; he that is getting you no money 
at all, or I, who am this prefent providing more 
money for you, than you fhall know what to do 
with. O fad 1 O fad ! I am really concerned fo$ 
H z the 
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the poor Drapier. Soon after he proceeds, and 
fays, 

u It is a great fault among you, that when a 
" perfon writes with no other intention than to 
€( do you good, you will not be at the pains to 
€f read his advices." (p. 344.) 

Artful enough indeed ! This he did to draw 
you in like fo many gudgeons, tofwallow his falfe 
arguments and you fee he has accomplifhed hia 
endatlaft; for had ye not read his letters, ye 
might have had the benefit of my halfpence theft 
five or fix months pad. 

" Now, you muft know, that the halfpence 
" and farthings in England pafs for very little 
« more than they are worth 5 and if you fliouk 
fi beat them to pieces, and fell them to the bra- 
c< zier, you would not lofe much above a pennj 
u in a (hilling. But Mr. Wood made his half- 
" pence of fuch bafe metal, and fo much (mallei 
" than the Englifh ones, that the brazier woulc 
* f hardly give you above a penny of good mone] 
" for a (hilling of his." (p. 346.) 

Ay, would he give three pence. But one ma] 
fee his malice here with half an eye. He doe 
not tell of the vaft expence and trouble I am a 
in coining; the number of clerks I keep in pay 
how much I was out of pocket in getting m; 
patent; the great expence I (hall be at in fhippinj 
them to Ireland; which muft, in the nature o 
things, be a vaft drawback to the profit which 
ought to have for my trouble ; and therefore, i 
cannot be fuppofed, I can either put as much, 

a 
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as good copper in the halfpence for Ireland, as 
rhofe for England. But, good Lerd ! is not an 
halfpenny a halfpenny, when once it is called 
fo; and if it paffes for an halfpenny, can you ex- 
pect any more ? Good people, never mind one 
word he fays, though he fells you a dozen hats 
at five (hillings a piece, which is three pound, is 
but five (hillings in my money 5 this is perfect 
tranfubflantiatiort) to juggle you out of your 

fenfes Three pound is but five (hillings ! Well, 

if this be his computation, I have done. 

" This fame Mr. Wood was able to attend 
H conftantly for his own intereft (and why 
(hould not I ?) " he is an Engliftiman, and had 
H great friends," (God be thanked for that;) 
u and it feems, knew very well where to give 
" money to thofe that would fpeak to others, 
M that could fpeak to the King, and would tell a 
" fair ftory." (I grant that, and what would he 
infer ?) Then he proceeds : " If his Majefty the 
" King, faw that it would utterly ruin the king- 
w dom of Ireland, he would (hew his difpleafure 
" to fome body or other. But a word to the 
H wife is enough." (We know his meaning by 
his mumping ; he had as well fpoken what he 
thought, like an honeft man.) He proceeds: 
H Mod of you muft have heard, with what anger 
u our honourable houfe of commons received an 
u account of this Wood's patent. There were 
"feveralfine fpeeches made upon it^ and plain. 
" proofs, that it was all a wicked cheat, from the 

bottom to the top •, and feveral fmart votes were 
H J " printed,, 
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€t printed, which that fame Wood had the affu- 
u ranee to anfvrer likewifc in print, and in fo 
c< confident a way, as if he were a better man 
*" than our whole parliament put together." 

(P- 347* 34«-) 

The parliament was angry — made fpeeches — 
found me to be a, wicked cheat — and I anfwered 
as if-I had been a better man than the whole par- 
liament. — Well, I find this Drapier will fay any 
thing ; but I am very glad all the kingdom of Ireland 
knows to the contrary. Let the Drapier anfwer 
me orily thefe three queftions : Where did this 
parliament fit? And where are the fpeeches? 
And where is my anfwer ? 

" The common foldier, when he goes to the 
u market or alehoufe, will offer this money,'* 
(meaning my halfpence -,) " and if it be refufed, 
" perhaps he will fwagger and he&or, and 
" threaten to, beat the butcher or alewife,* 
[threaten indeed !] he will do it in earneft, u or 

take the goods by force, and throw them the 
€t bad halfpence." [Why Chould he not ? Is it 
any robbery if he pays them !] " In this and the 
S( like cafes, the fliopkeeper, or victualler, or any 
" other tradefman, has no more . to do, than to 
" demand ten times the price of his goods, if it 
u is to be paid in Wood's money \ for example> 
" twenty pence for a quart of ale." (p. 348.) The 
devil is in his confeience, twenty pence for a quart 
of ale ! I believe fuch another propofal was ne* 
ver firice Adam. To confider all other things in 
proportion, what mifchief would this occafion I 

That 
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That is, fifteen (hillings a bottle for claret, at 
eighteen pence a bottle ; for a flafk of Burgundy 
five and forty fhillings 5 fifty {hillings a day for 
a coach ; ten (hillings a dinner for a twelve pen- 
ny ordinary ; thirty (hillings a day for a chair $ 
ten pence a frefli egg ; five pence a halfpenny 
roll ; two pence halfpenny for a pint of fmall 
beer. In (hort, by his advice, vi£luallers> ninU 
nersy and trades-folk would foon get all the rtio- 
ney of the kingdom into their own hands, fliotild 
they all follow the pat of ale example. And now 
to confider the poor, they would be undone by 
the Drapier*s advice? the butcher would have 
eighteen penee for a flieep's head ; the baker ten 
(hillings for a twelve-penny loaf ; and thus would 
it be in proportion as to all their other exigen- 
cies. No,, no, rather take my advice ; two pence 
a quart 9 and my blejfng. 

In p. 349. he denies that my halfpence are law- 
ful money of England or Ireland. I fuppofr, 
then, he would have them lawful money of Scot- 
land or Wales ; for they muil be lawful fome- 
where. For, does be think, under the fcarcityof 
money we find at prefent, that we can afford to 
let fourfcore and ten thoufand pound ly dead ? I 
need no other argument to ftiew what a friend he 
is to the public. 

« They fay 'Squire Grtielly hath fixteen thou- 
" (and pounds a year ; now, if he fends for his 
u rent to town, as it is likely he doth, he muft 
u have two hundred and fifty horfes to bring up 
M his half year's rent." (p. 350). 

Suppofe 
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Suppofe he muft, where is the great hardfhip 7 
If a man of fixteen thoufand a year cannot afford 
two hundred and fifty horfes to draw tjis money, 
he defei ves to want it. Til engage his under- 
tenants will lay it down at his door, and it fhall 
not coft him a farthing for the carriage. 

" Thefe halfpence, if they once pafs, will foon 
" be counterfeited, becaufe it may be cheaply 
u done, the Huff is fo bafe. The Dutch likewife 
w will probably do the fame thing, and fend them 
M over to us-to pay for our goods." (p. 350, 351.) 

The fluff is good fluff, let him fay what he 
will ; and the halfpence are good halfpence, and 
I will ftand by it : If I made them of filver, it 
would be the fame thing to this grumbler. As 
for their being counterfeit, fure they counterfeit 
gold and filver, and can one help that ? for there 
ever have been rogues of coiners in the world* 
and will be to the end of it. As for the Dutch, 
it is time enough to complain when they do coin; 
I am certain, they have not coined one halfpen- 
ny as yet ; and if they fhould, I fhall take care to 
ftock you fo well, that you fhall have no occafion 
for theirs ; fo that they may carry them home a* 
gain if they pleafe. 

" It would be very hard, if all Ireland fliould 
" be put into one fcale, and this forry fellow 
" Wood into the other $. that Mr. Wood and his 
" halfpence fhould weigh down this whole king* 
u dom, by which England gets above a million 
■* 4 of good money every year clear into their poc- 

" kets-» 
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" kets; and that is more than the Englifh do by 
w all the world befides." (p. 352.) 

Parturiunt monies — But I beg pardon for talk- 
ing to him in a language which he does not un- 
derftand. 

" A famous law book, called The mirrour of 
"juftice, difcourfing of the charters (or laws) or- 
" dained by our ancient kings, declares the law to 
" be as follows : It was ordained, that no king of 
" this realm fhould change, impair, or amend, or 
iS make any money than of gold or Jilver, without 
" the aflent of all the counties 5 that is, as my 
" lord Coke (1 Inft. 576.) fays, without the af- 
" fent of parliament.* 9 • (p. 354.) 

Then he concludes, according to cuftom, with 
his fine flattering fpeeches. 

t( I will now, my dear friends, to fave you the 
" trouble, fet before you in fliort what the law 
" obliges you to do, and what it does not oblige you 
" to." (This Drapier is an excellent lawyer : I 
wonder he is not made a Lord Chancellor.) 

" Firft, you are obliged to take all money in 
<c payments, which is coined by the king, and is 
" of the Englifh fiandard or weight, provided it 
" be of gold or filver. 

"Secondly, you are not obliged to take any 
<c money which is not af gold or filver. 

" Thirdly, much" left are we obliged to take 
M thofe vile halfpence of that fame Wood. - 

" Therefore, my friends, (land to it one and 
" all : refufe this filthy trafli. It is no treafon to 
" rebel againft Mr. Wood. His Majefly, in his 

" patent, 
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u patent, obliges no body to take thefehalfpenc 

(P-3S<5, 3S7-) 

So then, at this rate, they are coined foi 
body by fome body ; and fome body is to get 
thing by no body. I have made a fine hanc 
my patent and coinage. Ye fee, gentlemen, 
force of that argument which the Drapier off< 
but I find logic is not his talent. Thus hav 
with great patience, gone through this injuri 
piece of fatire upon myfelf, contained in this 
letter* But knowing that the beft undertal 
have always met with enemies and detra&ori 
comfort myfelf that I hate far defeated this m 
cious author •, that you are all convinced, I 
now for all your goods ; a$rd though a per 
ftranger to the country of Ireland, yet a li 
time will (hew what induftry and pams it has 
me, to make you a flourishing and a happy peo 
It is my inclination to- prefer ve a good underfta 
kig between me and you, however wicked pti 
may endeavour toi Aterpofe. Before I concltid 
have one complaint more: I am told, that piti 
malicious , injidiovs, underminings fcrtffbling Dra 
fet on a parcel of tatterred f jHtby 9 bijb% buttir-n 
potatoe fcoundreh) to carry my effigies aboui 
Wwiy and afterwards hang it at Stephen's Gr 
[fee the following page] jty which I hope, w 
the parliament fits, to'kave ample fatis£a& 
I am- glad that none of the gentry of Ireland v 
concerned in? that abominable proceffion. 

I am t your bejifriendy 

W. ^ 

A 
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A full and true account of the folemn proceflion 
to the Gallows, at the execution cf Wil- 
liam Wood, Efij; and hard-ware man. * 



.Written in the year 1724. 



SOME time ago, upon a report fpread, that 
William Wood, hard-ware man, was con- 
cealed in his brother-in-law's f houfe here in 
Dublin, a great number of people, of different 
conditions, 'and of both fexes, crowded about the 
door, determinately bent to take revenge upon 
him, as a coiner x and a counterfeiter. Amongft 
the reft, a certain curious peifon, ftanding in a 
corner, obferved, that they all difcovered their 
refentments in the proper terms and expreffions 
of their feveral trades and callings ; whereof he 
wrote down as many as he could remember ; and 
was pleafed to communicate them to me, with 
leave to publifli them, for the ufe of thofe, who, 
at any time hereafter, may be at a lofs for proper 
words, wherein to exprefs their good difpofitions 
towards the faid William Wood. 

The 

' In this piece the author makes the feveral artificers attend 
William Wood (reprefented by a log of timber) to the gallows, 
and each tradefinan cxpreiles his rdentment in the terms of his 
proper calling. Then follows the proceflion, moft humoroufly 
fcferibed. The whole is a piece of ridicule too powerful for the, 
feongeft gravity to whhftand. Orrery, 

t One Molynej^um ironmonger. # 
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The people cried out to have him delivered in 
their hands. 
Says the parliament»man. Expel him the houj 
2d parliament-man. I fecond that motion. 
Cook. Til bajle him. 
2d Cook. I'll give him his belly-full. 
3d Cook. Pll give him a lick in tbe chops. 
4th Cook. PJ1 fowce him. 
Drunken- man. I'll beat him as long as I can fan 
Bookfeller. I'll turn over a new leaf with hin 
Saddler. I'll pummel him. 
Glazier. Pll make the light fliine through hin 
Grocer. Pll pepper him. 
Groom. Pll curry his hide. 
Tothecary. Pll pound him. 
2d Tothecary. Pll beat him to mummy. 
School-mafter. Pll make him an example. 
Rabbet-catcher. Pll ferret him. 
Paviour. Pll thump him. 
Coiner. Pll give him a rap. 
WHIG. Down with him. 
TORY. Up with him. 
Miller. Pll dafli out his grinders. 
2d Miller. Dam him. 
Boatman. Sink him. 
Scavenger. Throw him in the kennel. 
Dyer. Pll beat him black and tfae. 
Bagnio-man. Pll make the houfe &ohot for him 
Whore. Pox rot him#- 
2d Whore. Let me alone with him. 
3d Whore. Clap him up. 
Muftard-maker. Pll have him by the n\ 

Curl 
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Curate. I'll make the devil come out of him. 

Popifh pried. I'll fend him to the devil. 

Dancing-mafter. I'll teach him better manners. 

2d Dancing-mafter. I'll make him cut a caper 
three ftory high. 

Farmer. Til trajh him. 

Taylor. Fll fit on his Jkirts. 

2d Taylor. Hell is too good for him. 

3d Taylor. Fll pink his doublet. 

4th Taylor. Fll make his a make buttons. 

Bafket- maker. Fll hamper him. 

Fiddler. Fll have him by the ears. 

2d Fiddler. Fll bang him to fome tune. 

Barber. Fll have him by the beard. 

2d Barber. I'll pull his ivhijhers. 

3d Barber. Fll make his hair ftand on end. 

4th Barber. Fll comb his locks. 

Tinker. Fll try what metal he's made of. 

Cobler. Fll make an end of him. 

Tobacconift. Fll make him fmoak. 

2d Tobacconift. Fll make him fet up his pipes. 

Gold-finder. Fll make him fink. 

Hackney-coachman. Fll make him know his 
driver. 

2d Hackney-coachman. Fll drive him to the devil. 
Butcher. Fll have a limb of him. 
2d Butcher. Let us blow him up. 
3d Butcher. My knife in him. 
Nurfe. Fll fwaddle him. 
Anabaptift. We'll dip the rogue in the pond. 
Oftler. FU rub him down. 
Shoemaker. Set him in the flocks. 
VoL.jy. I Banker. 
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Banker. I'll kick him to half-crowns. 
2d Banker. I'll pay him off. 
Bowler. I'll have a rubber with him. 
Gamefter. I'll make his bones rattle. 
Bodice- maker. I'll lace his fides. 
Gardener. I'll make him water his plants. 
Alewife. I'll reckon with him. 
Cuckold. Pll make him pull in his horns. 
Old woman. Pll mumble him. 
Hangman. I'll throttle him. 

But at laft the people, having received aflura 
ces, that William Wood was neither in the hoi 
nor kingdom, appointed certain commiflioners 
hang him in effigy ; whereof the whole ceremo 
and proceffion deferve to be tranfmitted to pod 
rity. 

Firft, the way was cleared by a detachment 
the blackguards, with fhort flicks in their han< 
and cockades of paper in their hats. 

Then appeared William Wood, Efqj reprefei 
ed to the. life, by an old piece of carved timb< 
taken from the keel of a fhip. Upon his fa< 
which looked very difmal, were fixed, at prof 
diftances, feveral pieces of his own coin, to d 
note who he was, and to fignify his calling, a; 
his crime He wore on his head a peruke, vc 
artfully compofed of four old mops ; a halter 
bout his neck, ferved him for a cravat. I 
cloaths were indeed not fo heat and elegant, as 
ufual with perfons in his condition (which fo* 
cenforious people imputed to affectation) for 

w 
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^ was covered with a large rugg of feveral colours' 
in patchwork : he was borne upon the fhoulders 
of an able-bodied porter* In his march by St. 
Stephen's green, he often bowed on both fides, to 
fliew his refpe&s to the company; his deportment 
was grave ; and his countenance, though fome- 
what penfivc, was very compofed. 

Behind him followed his father alone, in a long 
mourning cloak, with his hat over his nofe, and 
a handkerchief in his left hand, to wipe the tears 
from his face. 

Next in order marched the executioner himfelf 
in per/on j whofe venerable afpfcd drew the eyes 
of the whole aflemWy upon him'; tut be was fur- 
ther diftirtguiOied by a halter, whieh he bore up- 
on his left fliouldcr, as the badge of his office. 

Then followed two perfons hand in hand ; the 
one reprefenting William Wood's brother-in-law; 
the other a certain faddler, his intimate friend, 
whofe name I forget. Each had a fmall kettle 
in his hand, wherein was^i reafonable quantity of 
the new halfpence. At proper periods they {hook 
their kettles, which made a melancholy found, 
like the ringing of a knell for their partner and 
confederate. 

After thefe followed feveral officers, whofe af- 
fiftanee was ncceffary* for the more decent per- 
formance of the great work in hand. 

The proceffion was clofed with an innumerable 
crowd of people, who frequently fent out loud 
bozzas ; which were cenfured by wifer heads, as a 
mark of inhumanity, and an ungenerous triumph 
9 ,1 2 over 
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over the unfortunate, without duly confidering < 
the various viciffitudes of human life. However, 
as it becomes an impartial hi dorian, I will not 
conceal one obfervation, that Mr. Wood himfelf 
appeared wholly unmoved, without the lead alte- 
ration in his countenance ; only when he came 
within fight of the fatal tree, which happened to 
be of the fame fpecies of timber with his own 
perfon, he feemed to be fomewhat penfive. 

At the place of execution he appeared undaunt- 
ed, nor was feen to fhed a tear. He made no 
refidance, but fubmitted himfelf, with great refig- 
nation, to the hangman, who was, indeed, thought 
to ufe him with too much roughnefs, neither kitt- 
ing him, nor afking him pardon. His dying 
SPEECH was printed, and defcrves to be written 
in letters of GOLD. Being afked, whether it 
were his own true genuine SPEECH, he did not 
deny it. 

Thofe of the fofter fex, who attended the cere- 
mony, lamented, that fo comely and well-timbered 
a man Ihould come to fo untimely an end. * He 
hung but a fhort time ; for, upon feeling his bread, 
.they found it cold and diff. 

It is drange to think, how this melancholy fpec- 
tacle turned the hearts of the people to compaflion. 
When hq was out down, the body was carried 
through the whole city, to gather contributions 
fox his wake ; and all forts of people fhewed their 
liberality, according as they»were able. The ce- 
remony was performed in an alehoufe of didinc- 
tion, and ia a inanner fuitable to the quality qf • 

the 
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the deceafed. While the attendants were dif- 
courfing about his funeral, , a worthy member of 
the afTembly flood up, and propofed, that the body 
Ihould be carried out the next day, and burned 
with the fame pomp and formalities ufed at his 
execution ; which would prevent the malice of his 
enemies, and all indignities that might be doneta 
his remains. This was agreed to; and about 
nine o'clock on the following morning, there ap- 
peared a fecond proceffion. But, burning not hav- 
ing been any part of the fentence, authority 
thought fit to interpofc> md the corpfe w* refcued 
by the civil power. 

We hear the body is not yet interred ; which 
occafions many fpeculations. But what is more 
wonderful, it is pofitively affirmed by many who 
pretend to have been eye-witnefles, that there 
does not appear the leaft alteration in any one- 
lineament or feature of his countenance ; nor vi- 
able decay in his whole frame, further than what 
bad been made by worms, long before his execu- 
tion. The folution of^whkh difficulty* I fhall 
kave among naturalifts* 
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Some Considerations on the attempts to ' 
pafs Mr. Wood's Brass Money in Ireland- 

By a lover of his country. 

IT is a melancholy confideration, to fee the fe- 
veral refolutions and addrejfes of both koufes of 
parliament of Ireland, daring their late fiJJion y the 
late addrefs of his majefy's juf ices and privy- council 
of that kingdom^ and the petition of the county of the 
city of Dfcblin wherehjMiie unanimous fenfe of 
this nation, and the great apprehenfions they ivere 
under > from importing and uttering copper halfpence 
and farthings in Ireland, by virtue of the patent 
granted to William Wood, have been represented 
in the ftrongeft terms : I fay, it is a melancholy 
con fi deration % to fee the force of all thefe repre- 
sentations, eluded by the petitions of a fingle per- 
fen, fuch as Mr. Wood. 

If juftice flood on the fide of this fingle perfbn, 
it ought to give good men pleafure, to fee that 
right mould take place ; %ut when, on the con- 
trary, the commonweal of a whole nation, the 
quieting the minds of a people, diftra&ed with 
apprehenfion of the utmoft danger to their pro- 
perties, nay, the prefervation of the purity of 
their lawsi#is overborne by private intereft ; what 
good man but mud lament fuch an unhappy ftatc 
of affairs ? 

And fince the matter was of this importance* 
and fecmed to carry with it the teftimony of Hea- 

Ten/ 
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1 ren, in the univcrfal cry of the people, how could 
any particular members of a community, which 
had thus, with one voice, deprecated the evil, 
with any fhew of reafon take upon them the 
fifk of any mifcarriage in a trial, in a fubordi- 
nate court ? 

It was to our gracious fovereign, rhat all thefc 
addienes and petitions were prefented; it was in- 
to his fatherly hands the whole nation committed 
the care of their caufej and it would have been 
the higheft piece of arrogance, for any perfon to 
have prefumed to takempon themfelves a (hare in 
that truft, which was only repofed in his majefty's 
hanjds. It is no wonder, therefore, that every one 
was guarded with caution, again/} giving any advice 
or opinion in this matter of Jiate ; for which reafon, 
they ought to apprehend great danger to themfelves^ 
from meddling in it. 

Though this proceeding may feem extraordinary^ 
yet it being on a moil extraordinary matter, on a 
matter of fuch importance, as feemed to involve 
the civil rights and properties of a whole nation 
in the iffue of it ; on a matter wherein the lord* 
and commons were complainants, and the king 
immediately concerned, not only as general fa- 
ther of his people, but alfo as particular and only 
truftee, in whom his people repofed entire confix 
dence to redrefs the grievances complained of % 
was it not intkely reafonable and fit, that every 
particular perfon of this kingdom mould rejl upon 
what was done by the whole body of the people* 
duly aflembled in parliament, and not arrogantly 

aflume 
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affumc to themfelves, a power of putting the fate 
of this nation to an hTue before twelve men ? 

Since, then, it plainly appears, that this matter 
is of fuch a high nature, that no particular perfon 
ought to have intermeddled in it ; it is to be pre- 
fumed, that the non-appearance of perfons to 
Support the united fenfe of both houfes of parliament of 
Ireland, can never be conftrued as a general dif- 
fidence, of being able to fupport the charge brought 
againft the patent and patentee ; though, indeed, it 
might proceed from a general and a very reafon- 
able apprehenfion of a mifcafriage in this important 
affair ; ivherein both houfes of parliament had declar- 
ed themfelves fo fully convinced and fatisfed y upon e- 
vidence and examination taken in the mqft folemn 
manner; that for my part, I (and fo I hope every 
true lover of his country on his part) will look 
upon their refolutions to have the fame dignity 
(in this cafe) with a maxim in law, quia maxima 
tft eorum dignitas, et certifjima author it as % atque quod 
maxime omnibus probentur. 

And, therefore, I don't prefume to enter the 
lifts, in order to fupport the refolutions of both 
houfes of parliament 5 for I look upon it that they 
are fo fure and uncontrollable y that they ought not to 
be queflioned; but it fliall be the bufinefs of this 
paper, to point out fome of the mifchiefs which 
will naturally- refult from this coinage of Mr. 
Wood's, in cafe it fhould be forced upon us. 

We are told, that the power of ifluing this 
money of Mr. Wood's, is limited, and without any 
tampulftoni and currency inforced % to be received by 

fuch 
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- fucb only, as would voluntarily and wilfully accept 
the fame. But then, it is melancholy to behold, 
that this patent is explained to be obligatory on 
all his majejlfs officers and miniftcrs, to receive the 
fame- 
By this means, there is a foundation laid for 
the mod unheard of confufion that ever was in- 
troduced into the bufinefs of a nation ; for here 
is eftablifhed a fpecies of money, made of the 
bafeft metal, which none in employments under 
his majefty muft refufe in payments to the crown, 
or to themfelves, and yet all the reft of his fub- 
je&s are at liberty to refufe the fame, in payments 
to be made to them, either by his majefty, or by 
any other perfon. 

Thus the revenue of the crown will be highly 
prejudiced, by the want of intrinfic value in the 
coin with which it is paid ; and the army and all 
others in employments under his majefty, are the 
perfons, who, in the firft place, muft bear the 
burthen of this mifchief. For if they are the 
only perfons who are obliged to receive this coin 
as current money, it is to be prefumed, that no 
other perfons will receive the fame, but with 
confiderable allowance for the difference between 
the brafs money, and that made of gold and filver. 

And, even with a confiderable allowance, it 
will be hard to conceive, how this brafs money 
will find any degree of currency in the world, 
without the afliftance of a fet of men, who may 
probably raife great eftates in this unfettled courfc 
of affairs 5 but fuch a fet of people ought never 

to 
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to be encouraged by a wife government ; for they 
will make their fortunes by the lofles of good 
fubjefts, and by preying on the revenue of the j^- 
prince : and yet thefe hucfterers, or money-jobbers % \ 
will be found neceflary, if this brafs money is made fc 
current in the Exchequer. ?' 

To fhew, in fome meafure, the proportion of r 
this mifchief to his majefty's revenue, and to \ 
thofe in immediate offices under him ; it muft be f. 
confidered, that the grofs revenue of this king- ; 
dom is about 500,000 l.per annum; out of which l 
muft be deducted the charge of collection and ; 
drawbacks; which, to be fure, the feveral col- 
lectors, and thofe who are to receive the draw- 
backs, will take care to receive in Sterling moneyj 
about So f ooo I. per annum ; and there will remain, 
for the difcharge of the civil and military Iin% 
penfions, £s>V. 420,000 1. per annum 9 which funt f 
it is probable, iffues out of the treafury by month- 
ly payments of about 35,000 1. per month; for o 
tnerwife, the current cafh in this nation tooH 
not poffibly pay the revenue, and ferve to carry 
on even the Kttle bufinefs of this country ; for k 
hath never been computed, that our current coia 
amounts to more than 500,000 1. fo that if 
40,000 U of Mr. Wood's brafs money is thrown in 
upon us (even admitting that no more of this 
fpecies fhould be brought in) it is manifeft, that 
that fum will be near one- twelfth of the whole 
coin in the nation j and more than one month's 
pay of the civil and military lifts, and penfions, 
&c. of this kingdom. 

If 
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' this fum fliould Stagnate in the treafury, it is 
lin, there will be no greater lofs (immediate- 
•ought) by this coin to the revenue, than the 
ey that there lies dead amounts to: but, if it 
lied in monthly payments to the army, and 
r his majefty's officers and minifters, as in 
robability it mult; then this coin, being com- 
i of a bafe metal, current only in the ex- 
uer, where it is received at an imaginary va- 
of at leaft 60 per cent, more than the real va- 
>f the materia], it will be fuddenly paid back. 
n to the collectors, and, by that means, pafs 
ugh the treafury, at leaft three times in every 
5 for there, we are told, it is to meet with no 
r tnoleflat ion. 

nd, feeing the currency of this money is not 
reed on any other of his majefty's fubje&s, it 
ify to conceive., that the difference of value 
reen this coin, and the gold and filver which 

be current in the nation, will be fettled by 
money-jobbers, at about 20 per cent, difcount. 
y which means alone, there will be loft in the 
infic value of the revenue, the fum of 24,000 1. 
wnum 9 without computing for the lofles which 
t neceflarily be brought to the revenue, by the 
:ral diffidence, which the introducing this coin 

create among the people : all which will be 
lifeftly deflruBive of the trade and commerce of 
kingdom , and of dangerous confequence to the pro* 
\cs of the fubjetl. 

md yet the evil has been here computed, on a 
wfition that only 40,000 1. of this money will 

be 
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be uttered in the kingdom \ but I take it to be im- [ 
poflible to limit the quantity that (hall be brought 
in, efpecially if the importers of it have fo furc a 
market for the fame as the Exchequer. 

For, though his Majefty mould be able to prevent 
Mr. Wood from coining any more than 40,000 1. 
and (liould never hereafter be prevailed upon to ; 
grant his fpecial licence or authority, to enlarge that '„ 
fum, yet it will be impoffible to prevent the im- 
portation of this fort of coin frorn other nations. 
And there have been fuch variety of dyes made 
ufe of by Mr. Wood in (lamping his money, that 
it makes the difcovery of counterfeits more diffi- 
cult ; and the profit is fo great, that it will be a 
fufficient temptation to our induftrious neighbours 
of Holland to fend large quantities of this coin to 
fo fure a market as the Exchequer. 

And perhaps it may be a queftion among law- 
yers, whether a man can be puniflied at the king's 
fuit, for counterfeiting this coin, becaufe it is not 
the current coin of the kingdom ; for though thefe 
halfpence are to be received as money in the Ex- 
chequer, yet, in trade, they are no better than 
counters ; and therefore, the patent may perhaps 
be conftrued to be no more than a grant of a mo- 
nopBly to make thofe counters. 

But it is worth obferving, that if this patent is 
fo worded, as that his Majefty's officers, employed 
in the receipt of his revenue, cannot refufe re- 
ceiving this coin, it is directly contrary to two 
a&s of parliament now in force in this kingdom, 

and 
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ch are to be found in the books of rates 
ed among the officers of the revenue, 
by the act of tonnage and poundage, 
15 Car. II. cap. 9. the duties thereby 
to his Majefty and his fucceflbrs, are to 
in lawful money of England. And by 
f excife, or new impoft, 14 and 1 5 Car. II. 
it is exprefly declared and enacted, that 
al rates and duties of excife, and all fines, 

forfeitures, or other fum or fums of money 
'lpfedy fety or forfeited, in and by this a&, 
t and intended to be current and lawful mo- 
/nies of England, and that all and every of 

be therefore demanded, received, paid, and 
accordingly, 

sfe a&s it is manifeft, that the collectors 
ged to receive the feveral duties arifing 
: cuftom and excife, in no other money 
as is current and lawful money of Eng- 
tid Mr. Wood's halfpence and farthings 
g current or lawful money in England, or 
kingdom, if this patent is obligatory on 
receive payments in this coin, it is con- 
acts of parliament, and therefore void in 

f the feveral collectors of his Majefty's te- 
this kingdom fhould receive the faid du- 
any part of them, in Mr. Wood's brafs 
would be affuming to themfelves a power 
fe with thofe acts of parliament, contrary 
;nfe of both houfes of parliament, and 
to their refpettive oaths ; fo that it feems 
IV. K highly 
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highly reafonable, becaufe confonant to law, that : tb 
the officers of the revenue Jbould give orders to the in- 
fierier officers, not to receive this coin. 

Perhaps it will be faid, that the king hath a h? 
power to dire& what coin he pleafes to be receiv- z 
ed by the officers of his revenue, and that this ;:r 
patent is in confequence of fuch a prerogative, 
But it is to be hoped, that this do&rinc will never 
be maintained, in favour of a coin, to which the tr- 
whole nation, as well in parliament aflembled as 
in their private capacities, have {hewed a general \k 
diflike. V 

Moreover, as this cafe (lands circumftanced, it b 
is a great queftion whether his Majefty hath fuch * 
a difpenfing power : for though it fhould be al- \ - 
lowed, that his Majefty might direft the receipt : 
of his own revenue in what coin he pleafes ; yet - 
it is moft certain, that his Majefty does not intend 
to enforce the currency of Wood's money among 
any of his fubje&s, much lefs doth his Majefty | 
intend to oblige thofe, who are entitled by a£t, of 
parliament to be paid in current money of Eng- \ 
land, to receive this money of Mr. Wood's. { 

And it is plain, that, by the att of excife, thefe \ 
are feveral fines % penalties, and forfeitures, which, ; 
by virtue of that a&, are to be received in current " 
money of England ; and to half thofe fines , for* 
feitures and penalties, the informers are entitled, 
by virtue of the faid a& : fo that, if the officers : 
fhould be obliged to receive them in brafs money, 
the informers muft neceflarily lofe the benefit of 
the faid a£t \ and I may venture to fay, that afl 

cannot 



to pafs Mr. "Wood's Coin. 



lift 



repealed but by another a&, to be made 
>rds, and commons, and not by a patent. 
2 things having been, among many other 
ity matters, laid before both houfes of 
: of Ireland, it is not to be wondered, 
tprefent, that the patent had been obtained 
iejline and unprecedented manner, and 
• mifreprefentations of the fate of Ireland. 
:an be more clandeftine, than to obtain 
with powers not only highly prejudicial 
efty's revenue, deflrutlive of the trade and 
>f the kingdom , and of dangerous confe- 
he properties of the fubjeB, but alfo, con- 
veral a&s of parliament ? and that it 
iprecedented attempt, at leaft in this 
.1 be readily allowed 5 therefore, all the 
tions made of the ftate of Ireland, in or* 
ain this patent, may, with great truth, 
notorious mifreprefentations. 
has been faid, that his Majefly cannot 
jainft the patentee, but according to the 
les and maxims of law' and juftice : and 
d that any one of this kingdom mould 
Majefty to fubvert or difpenfe with any 
ws. No part of the addrefles from the 
parliament of Ireland, has the lead ten- 
\ way. 

3ugh the houfe of commons, in their fe~ 
refs to his Majefty, mojl humbly befeech 
y, that he will be gracioufly pleafed to give 
to the feveral officers entrufed with the re- 
\s Majefly* s revenue », that they^ do not, on, 
K 2„ «fg. 
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any pretence ivhatfoever, utter fuch halfpence and 
farthings : yet, if his Majefty had been gr^aciouflT 
pleafed to have given orders, according to this 
humble addrefs of his people of Ireland, it is hum- 
bly conceived, that this would have been only an 
affirmance of the law of the land, as hath been 
faid, and not ary way contrary to law. 

For, though his Majefty, by his patent under the 
great feal cf Great-Britain, wills, requires, and com* 
tnands his lieutenant, deputy, or other chief governor 
cr governors of his kingdom 0/* Ireland, and all other 
officers and minijlers of his Majefly, his heirs and 
fucceffors, in England, Ireland, or elfeivhere, to be 
aiding and ajjifing to the faid William Wood, his 
executors, &c. in the execution of all or any the pow- 
ers, authorities, directions, matters or things to be 
executed by him or them, or for his or their benefit cr 
advantage, by virtue and in purfuance of the faid 
indentures ; yet it is in all things as become th, &C. 
And this is to be expounded by the known laws 
of the land, and by other parts of the faid patent, 
whereby it is manifeft, that his Majefty never in- 
tended to enforce the currency of this money, to ht 
received by any perfen that would not voluntarily and 
wilfully accept the fame. 

Therefore, fince the people have (hewed a ge- 
neral diflike of this coin, it is to be hoped,*tbat 
fome method will be found out, to eafe their 
minds from the diftra£tion they are, under on this 
occajion. 

A Short 
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A 

Short View of the State of Ireland.* 

Written in the year 1727. 

I AM affurcd, that it hath for fome time been 
practiced as a method of making mens court, 
when they are afked about the rate of lands, the 
abilities of tenants, the ftate of trade and manu— 
fad u res in this kingdom, and how their rents are 
paid, to anfwer, that in their neighbourhood all 
things are in a flourifhing condition, the rent and 
purchafe of land every day encreafing. And if a 
gentleman happen to be a little more fincere in 
his representations befides being looked on as 
not well affected, he isfure to have a dozen con* 
tradiftors at his elbow, I think it is no manner 
of fecret, why thefe queftions are fo cordially afk- 
ed, or fo obligingly anfwered. 

But fince, with regard to the affairs of this kingr • 
dom, I have been ufing all endeavours to fubdue 
my indignation 5. to which indeed I am not pro- 
voked by any perfonal intereft, not being the own*- 
er of one fpot of ground in the whole ijland; I 
fliall only enumerate, by rules generally known 
and never contradicted, what are the true caufes 
af any country's flourifhing and growing rich j. 
and then examine what effects arife from thofe 
taufes in the kingdom of Ireland, 

The firft caufe of a kingdom's thriving, is, the 
lhtitf ulnefa of the foil,, to produce the neceflariesj 
K 3. audi 
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and conveniences of life ; not only fufficient for 
the inhabitants, but for exportation into other 
countries. 

The fecond is, the induftry of the people, in 
working up ail their native commodities to the 
Jaft degree of manufacture. 

The third is, the convenicncy of fafe ports and 
havens, to carry out their own goods as much 
manufactured, and bring in thofe of others as 
Kttle manufactured, as the nature of mutual com- 
merce will allow. . 

The fourth is, that the natives fhould, as much 
as poffible, export and import their goods in veflels 
of their own timber, made in their own country. 

The fifth is, the privilege of a free trade in 
all foreign countries, which will permit them, 
except thofe who are in war with their own 
prince or ftate. 

The fixth is, by being governed only by lawa 
made with their own confent ; for otherwife, they 
are not a free people. And therefore ail appeals 
for juftice, or applications for favour or prefer- 
ment, to another country, are fo many grievous 
impoverilhments. 

The feventh is, by improvement of land, eft- 
courage ment of agriculture, and thereby encreaf- 
ing the number of their people; without which,, 
any country, however blefled by nature, muft 
continue poor. 

The eighth is, the refidence of the prince, or 
chief adminiftrator of the civil power. 

The ninth is> the concourfe of foreigners for 

education, 
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curiofity, or plcafure ; or as to a gc- 
of trade. 

th is, by difpofing all offices of honour, 
uft, only to the natives ; or at leaft with 
exceptions, where ftrangers have, long 
the country,, and arc fuppofed to under- 
regard the intereft of it as their own. 
rventh is, when the rents of lands, and 
employments, are fpent in the coun* 
produced them, and not in another \ 
r of which will certainly happen, where 
f our native country prevails, 
tlfth is, by the public revenues being all 
employed at home, except on the occa- 
foreign war. 

irteenth is, where the people are not 
mlefs they find it for their own intereft 
iency, to receive any monies, except of 
coinage by a public mint, after the 
f all civilized nations, 
mtteenth is, a difpofition of the people 
:ry to wear their own manufactures, and 
i few incitements to luxury either in 
urniture, food, or drink, as they pof~ 
live conveniently without, 
ire many other caufes of a nation's thriv- 
:h I at prefent cannot recolle£t ; but 
idvantage from at leaft fomeof thefe, 
ing my thoughts a long time, I am not 
(cover from whence our wealth proceeds, 
;fore "would gladly be better informed, 
can time, I will here examine, what 

fliare 
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fliare falls to Ireland of thefc caufes, . or of the 
effe£fcs and confequences. 

It is not my intention to complain, but bare- 
ly to relate fafls ; and the matter is not of 
fmall importance. For it is allowed, that a man 
who lives in a folitary houfe, far from help, is- 
not wife in endeavouring to acquire in the neigh- 
bourhood the reputation of being rich ; becaufe 
thofe, who come for gold, will go off with pewter 
and brafs, rather than return empty :. and in the 
common practice of the woild, thofe who pofTefs 
moft wealth, make the lead parade ; which they 
leave to others, who , have nothing elfe to bear 
them out in me wing their faces on the exchange.. 

As to the firft caufe of a nation's riches, being 
the fertility of the foil, as well as temperature of 
climate, we have no reafon to complain \ for al- 
though the quantity of unprofitable land in this 
kingdom, reckoning bogg and rock and barren 
mountain, be double in proportion to what it is 
in England ; yet the native productions, which 
both kingdoms deal in, are very near an equality in 
point of goodnefs, and might with the fame encou- 
ragement be as well manufactured. I except mines 
and minerals ; in fome of which, however, we arc 
only defeftive in point of (kill and induflry. 

In the fecond, which is the induflry of the 
people, our misfortune is not altogether owing 
to our own faulty but to a million of difcourage* 
ments. 

The conveniency of ports and havens, which 
mature hath bellowed £6 liberally on this kingdom, 

i& 
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is of no more ufe to us than a beautiful profpeftto 
a man fhut up in a dungeon. 

As to fhipping of its own, Ireland is fo utterly 
unprovided, that of all the excellent timber cut 
down within thefe fifty or fixty years, it can hard- 
ly be faid, that the nation have received the be- 
nefit of one valuable houfe to dwell in, or one 
Ihip to trade with. 

Ireland is the only kingdom I ever heard or 
read of, either in ancient or modern ftory, which 
was denied the liberty of exporting their native* 
commodities and manufactures wherever they 
pleafcd, except to countries at war with their own 
prince or ftate : yet this privilege, by the fupe- 
riority of mere power, is refufed us in the moft 
momentous parts of commerce ; bcfides an act 
of navigation, to which we never confented, 
pinned down upon us, and rigoroufly executed j 
and a thoufand other unexampled circumftances 9 
as grievous as they are invidious to mention* 
To go on to the reft. 

It is too well known, that we are forced to 
obey fome laws we never confented to ; which 
is a condition I mud not call by its true uncon- 
troverted name, for ■ fear of lord Chief -jufticc 
Whitflicd's ghoft, with his libertas et natale fo- 
lum y * written for a motto on his coach, as it 
flood at the door of the court, while he was per- 
juring himfelf to betray both. Thus we are in 
the condition of patients, who have phyfic fent. 
them by do&ors at a diftance, ftrangcrs- to their 

conftitutioiv 
* X-ibcrty anil my native country.. 
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conftitution and the nature of their difeafe : and 
thus we are forced to pay five hundred per cent. 
to decide our properties : in all which we have 
likewife the honour to be diftinguifhed from the 
whole race of mankind. 

As to the improvement of land ; thofe few 
who attempt that, or planting, through covet- 
oufnefs, or want of (kill, generally leave things 
V worfe than they werej neither fucceeding in 
trees nor hedges-, and, by running into the fancy 
of grazing, after the manner of the Scythians, 
are every day depopulating the country. 

"We are fo far from having a king to refide a- 
mong us, that even the viceroy is generally ab- 
fent four-fifths of his time in the government. 

No (hangers from other countries make this a 
part of their travels ; where they can expecT: to 
fee nothing but fcenes of mifefy and defolation. 

Thole who have the misfortune to be born 
here, have the lead title to any confiderable em- 
ployment ; to which they are feldom preferred, 
but upon a political con Oder at ion. 

One third part of the rents of Ireland is fpent 
irf England ; which, with the profit of employ- 
ments, penfions, appeals, jpurnies of pleafure or 
health, education at the inns of court and both 
univerfnies, remittances at pleafure, the pay of 
all fuperior officers in the army, and oth^er inci- 
dents, will amount to a full half of the income of 
the whole kingdom, all clear profit to England. 

We are denied the liberty of coining gold, fil- 
ver, or even copper. In the Ifle of Man, they 

coin 
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coin their own Jilver; every petty prince, vaflal 
to the emperor^ can coin what money he pleafeth. 
And in this, as in mod of the articles already 
mentioned, we are an exception to all other ftates 
or monarchies, that were ever known in the world. 

As to the laft, or fourteenth article, we take 
fpecial care to acl: diametrically contrary to it in 
the whole courfe of our lives. Both fexes, but e- 
fpccially the women, defpife and abhor to wear any 
of their own manufactures, even thofe which are 
better made than in other countries ; particularly 
a fort of filk plaid, through which the workmen 
arc forced to run a kind of gold thread, that it 
may pafs for Indian. Even ale and potatoes are im- 
# ported from England, as well as corn and our fo- 
reign trade is little more than importation of French 
wine, for which, I am told, we pay ready money. 

Now, if all this be true, (upon which I could 
eafily enlarge) I would be glad to know, by what 
fecret method it is, that we grow a rich and 
flourifhing people, without liberty, trade, manu- 
factures y inhabitants, moneybox the privilege 'oj "coining; 
without induflry, labour, or improvement of land; 
and with more than half the rent and profits of 
the whole kingdom annually exported, for which 
we receive not a fingle farthing : and, to make 
up all this, nothing worth mentioning, except 
the linen of the North, a trade cafual, corrupted, 
and at mercy; and fome butter from Corke. If 
we do flourifh, it muft be againft every law of 
nature and reafon : like the thorn at Glaflenbury, 
that bloffoms in the midft of winter. 

Let 
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• Let the worthy commijjioners^ who come from 
England, ride round the kingdom, and obferve 
the face of nature, or the face of the natives ; the 
improvement of the land; the. thriving nume- 
rous plantations ; the noble woods ; the abun- 
dance and vicinity of country-feats ; the com- 
modious farmers houfes and barns ; the towns 
and villages, where every body is bufy, and thriv- 
ing with all kind of manufactures ; the {hops 
.full of goods wrought to perfe&ion, and filled 
with cuftomers ; the comfortable diet and drefe, 
.and dwellings of the people ; the vaft numbers of 
fhips in our harbours and docks, and (hip-wrights 
in our fea-port towns ; the roads crouded with car- - 
riers, laden with rich manufactures j the perpetual \ 
concourfe to and fro of pompous equipages. 

With what envy and admiration would thofe • 
gentlemen return from fo delightful a progrefs? : 
what glorious reports would they make, when ■ 
they went back to England ? 

But my heart is too heavy to continue this ■■] 
irony longer ; for, it is manifeft, that, whatever - ; 
ftranger took fuch a journey, would be apt to ?' 
think himfelf travelling in Lapland or Iceland) 
rather than in a country fo favoured by nature as ; 
ours, both in fruitfulnefs of foil, and temperature 5 
of climate. The miferable drefs, and diet, and vj 
dwelling of the people ; the general defolation" : 
in mod: parts of the kingdom 9 the old feats of 
the nobility and gentry all in ruins, and no new 
ones in their ftead : the families of farmers, who 
pay great rents, living in filth and naftinefs upon- 

butter- 
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r-milk and potatoes, without a (hocor ftock- 
3 their feet, or a houfe fo convenient as an 
ih hog-fty to receive them. Thefe, indeed, 
be comfortable fights to an Engliih fpefta- 
who comes for a ftiort time, only to learn 
nguaggy and returns back to his own coun- 
yhither he finds all our wealth tranfmitted. 

Nqfira miferia magna eft. 

ere is not one argument ufed to prove the 
5 of Ireland, which is not a logical demon- 
3n of its poverty. The rife of our rents is 
zed out of the very blood, and vitals, and 
is, and dwellings of the tenants, who live 
r than Englifh beggars. The lownefs of in- 
, in all other countries a fign of wealth, is 
a proof of mifery ; there being no trade to 
Dy any borrower. Hence alone comes the 
lefs of land, fince the fayers have no other 
:o lay out their money : hence the dearnefs 
ccflaries for life ; becaufe the tenants can- 
fford to pay fuch extravagant rates for land, 
:h they mud take, or go a-begging) without 
g the price of cattle, and of corn, although 
felves fliould live upon chaff. Hence our 
afe of buildings in this city \ becaufe work* 
have nothing to do but to employ one an- 
i and one half of them are infallibly un- 
Hence the daily increafe of bankers^ who 
be a neceflary evil in a trading country, 
b ruinous in ours 5 who, for their private 
itage, have fent away all our filver, and one- 
>l. IV, L third 
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third of our gold ; To that, within three yeara 
.part, the running cafli of the nation, which was 
about five hundred thoufand pounds, is now lcfs 
than two ; and muft daily diminifti, unlefs we have 
liberty to coin, as well as that important kingdom, 
the Ifle of Man, and the meaneft principality in 
the German empire, as I before obferved. 

I have fometimes thought,, that this paradox, 
of the kingdom growing rich, is chiefly owing 
to thofe worthy gentlemen the BANKER'S; 
who, except fome cuftom-houfe officers, birds of 
: paiTage, oppreflive thrifty 'fquires, and a few o- 
thers, who fhall be namelefs, are the only thriv- 
ing people among us : and I have often wifhed, 
that a law were enacted, to hang up half a dozen 
bankers every year, and thereby interpofe at lead 
fome ftiort delay to the further ruin of Ireland. 

Te are idle > ye are idle, anfwered Pharaoh to the 
Israelites, when they complained to his tnajejty^ 
that they were forced to make bricks without ftraw. 

England enjoys every one of thofe advantages 
for enriching a nation, which I have above enu- 
merated ; and, into the bargain, a good million 
returned to them every year, without labour or 
hazard, or one farthing value received on our 
fide : but, how long we fhall be able to continue 
the payment, I am not under the lead concern. 
One thing I know, that when the hen is Jtarvtd 
to death , there ivill be no more golden eggs. 

I think it a little unhofpitable, and others may 
call it a fubtile piece of malice, that, becaufe 
there may be a dozen* families in this town ah}e 

to 
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to entertain their Englifti friends in a generous 
manner at their tables, their guefts, upon their 
return to England, fliall report, that we wallow 
in riches and luxury. 

Yet, I confefs, I have known an hofpital, where 
all the hou(hold officers grew rich ; while the 
poor, for whofe fake it was built, were almoft 
ftarving for wapt of food and raiment. 

To conclude : If Ireland be a rich and flouriih- 
ing kingdpm, its wealth and pr.ofpei ity>m.u.ft be ow- 
ing to certain caufes, that are yet concealed frona 
the whole race of mankind 5 and the, effects, are 
equally inyifible. "We need npt wonder at 
Grangers, when tb/ej d$liv.er fuch, fArad.Qx.es ; but 
a native and inhabitant of this kingdom, who 
gives the fame verdicl:, mud be either ignorant 
to ftupidity, or a man-pleafer, at the cxpeoce of 
all honour, confeience, and truth*. 

* The prefent ftate of Ireland || is, in general, as flourifhing 
aspofliblc. Agriculture is cultivated : arts and fciences are en- 
couraged : and, in the fpace of eighteen years, which is almoft 
the foil time that I have known it, no k inborn can be more 
improved. Ireland, in relation of England, may be compared to 
a younger fitter lately come of age, after having fuflered all the 
uifcries of an injured minor ; fuch as law-fuits, encroachments 
upon hec property, violation of her rights, deftrultion of her te- 
pants, and every evil that can be named. At length, time, and 
her own noble fpirit of induftry, have entirely relieved her, and, 
Jbme little heart-burnings excepted, flie enjoys the quiet pofle£» 
fion of a very ample fortune, robjct"t, by way of acknowledg- 
ment, to certain quit-rents, payable to the elder branch of her 
hemic. Takt her all in all, (he cannot have a greater fortune 
ttan. ihc d#fervcs. Orrery. 
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An ANSWER to a PAPER, 

CALLED, 

A MEMORIAL of the poor Inhabitants, 
Tradefmen, and Labourers of the Kingdom of 
Ireland. 

Written in the year 1718. 

I Received a paper from you, whoever you are, 
printed without any name of author or 
printer j and fent, I fuppofe, to me, among 0- 
thers, without any particular diftin&ion. It con- 
tains a complaint of the dearnefs of corn ; and 
fome fchemes for making it cheaper, which I 
cannot approve of. 

But, pray permit me, before I go further, to 
give you a fhort hiftory of the fteps, by which 
we arrived at this hopeful fituation. 

It was, indeed, the fhameful practice of too 
many Irifh farmers, to wear out their ground 
with ploughing ; while, cither through poverty, 
lazinefs, or ignorance, they neither took care to 
manure it as they ought, nor gave time to any 
part of the land to recover itfelfj and, when 
their leafes are near expiring, being aflurcd that 
their landlords would not renew, they ploughed 
even the meadows, and made fuch havock, that 
many landlords were confiderable fufferers by it*. 

This 

• This practice probably produced the penal claufes to prohi- 
bit ploughing, mentioned in the propofal for the mi'oerfyl u/e of 
IriflnnamtfaOures. Hawkef, . 
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This gave birth to that abominable race of 
graziers, who, .upon expiration of the farmers 
leafes, were ready to engrofs great quantities of 
land ; and the gentlemen having been before of- 
ten ill paid, and their land wore out of heart, 
were too eaGly tempted, when a rich grazier 
made an offer to take all their land, and give 
them fecurity for payment. Thus, a wft tra£k 
of land, where twenty or thirty farmers lived, to- 
gether with their cottagers and labourers in their 
feveral cabins, became all defolate, and eafily 
managed by one or two herdfmen and their boys ; 
whereby the m after-grazier, with little trouble, 
feized to himfelf the livelihood of an hundred 
people. , 

It mud be confeffed, that the farmers were 
juftly puniflied for their knavery, brutality, and 
folly. But neither are the '/quires and landlords 
to be excufed } for to them is owing the depopu- 
lating of the country, the vaft number of beggars, 
and the ruin of thofe few forry improvements we 
had. 

That farmers mould be limited in ploughing, 
is very reafonable, and pra&ifed in England ; and 
might have eafily been done hereby penal claufes 
in their leafes : but to deprive them in a manner 
altogether from tilling their lands, was a moft 
ftupid want of thinking. 

Had the farmers been confined to plough a 
certain quantity of land, with a penalty of ten 
pounds an acre for whatever they exceeded, and 
farther limited jfor the three or four laft years of 
L 3 their 
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their lcafes, all this evil had been prevented ; the 
nation would have faved a million of money ; and 
been more populous by above two hundred thou- 
fand fouls. 

For a people, denied the benefit of tradt> to 
manage their lands in fuch a manner as to pro- 
duce nothing, but what they are forbidden to 
trade wrth, or only fuch things as they can nei- 
their export nor ^manufacture to. advantage, is an 
abfurdky that a wild Indian would be afhamcd 
of ; efpecially when we add, that we are content 
to purchafe this hopeful commerce by fending to 
foreign markets for our daily bread. 

The grazier's • employ:.! enl is to feed great 
flocks of fbeep, or black cattle , or both. With re* 
gard to Jbespy as folly is ufiutlly accompanied with 
perverfenefs, fo it is here. There is fomething 
fo monftrous to deal in a commodity, (further 
than for our own ufe) which we sire not allowed 
to export manufa&urcfc, nor even unmanufac- 
tured,, but to one certain country^ and only to fame 
few ports in that country ; there is, I fay, fome* 
thing fo fottifh, that it wants a name in our lan- 
guage to exprefs it by : and the good of it is, that 
the more fheep we have, the fewer human crea- 
tures are left to wear the wool, or eat the flejb\ 
Ajax was mad, when he miftook a flock of Jkup 
for his enemies : but we (hall never be fober, un* 
til we have the fame way of thinking. 

The other part of the grazier's bufinefs is what 
we call black cattle 3 producing hid*s 9 tallow 9 and 
beef for expbrtation : all which are good and ufe- 

ful 
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ful commodities,, if rightly managed. But it 
feems, the greateft part of the bide* are fent out 
raw, for want of bark to tan them ; and that want 
will daily grow ftronger : for, I doubt, the new 
project of tanning without it, is at an end* Ouf 
beef \ I am afraid, ftill continues fcandalous in fo- 
reign markets, for the old reajvns. But our taf- 
low, for any thing I know, may be good. How- 
ever, to beftow the whole kingdom on beef and 
mutton , and thereby drive out half the people* 
who mould eat their fhare, and force the reft to 
fend fometimes as far as Egypt for bread to eat 
with it, is a moft peculiar and diftinguiftied piece 
of public ceconomy, of which I have no compre- 
hen (ion. 

I know very well that our anceftors the Scythi- 
ans, and their posterity our kinfmen the Tartars* 
Kred upon the blood and milk and raw ftcfh of 
their cattle, without one grain of corn: but I cor^ 
fefc myfelf fo degenerate, that I am not eafp 
without bread to my vi&uals. 

What amazed me for a week or two, was t& 
fee, in this prodigious plenty of cattle, and dearth 
of human creatures^ and want of bread, as well as 
money to buy it, that all kind of flejh meat fhoufd 
be monftroufly dear, -beyond what was ever 
known in this* kingdom. I thought it a defe£t in 
the laws, that there was not feme regulation in 
the price of fiejh, as well as bread: but I imagine 
myfelf to have guefled out the reafon : in fliort, I 
am apt to think, that the whole kingdom is over- 
Hocked with cattle^ both black and white : and as 

it 
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it is obferved, that the poor Irijb have a vanity to 
be rather owners of two lean cows, than one fat, 
although with double the charge of grazing, and 
but half the quantity of milk ; fo 1 conceive it 
much more difficult at prefent to find a fat bul- 
lock or weather, than it would be, if half of them 
were fairly knocked on the head : for I am aflur- 
ed, that the diftrict in the feveral markets, called 
carrion-row, is as reafonable as the poor can de- , 
fire ; only the circum fiance of money to purchafe it, 
and of trade> or labour, to purchafe that money, arc 
indeed wholly wanting. 

Now, Sir, to return more particularly to you, 
and your memorial. 

A hundred thoufand barrels of wheat, you fay, 
fhould be imported hither ; and ten thoufand f 
pounds pramium to the importers. Have you . 
looked into the purfe of the nation ? I am no 
commiffioncr of the treafury ; but am well aflured, 
that the whole running cafh would not fupply 
you with a fum to purchafe fo much corn, which, 
only at twenty (hillings a barrel, will be a hun- { 
dred thoufand pounds 5 and ten thoufand more f 
for the pramium. But you will traffic for your j 
corn with other goods : and where are thofe i 
goods ? If you had them, they are all engaged to ■ 
pay the rents of abfentees % and other occafions, in 
London, bcfides a huge balance of trade this 
year again ft us. Will foreigners take our bank-* ; 
ers paper? I fuppofe, they will value it at little 
more than fo much a quire. Where are thefe ] 
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rich formers and ingroffers of corn, in fo bad a 
year, and fo little fowing ? 

You are in pain for two (hillings premium, and 
forget the twenty {hillings for the price : find 
me out the latter, and I will engage for the for- 
mer. 

Your fcheme for a tax for raiGngfuch a fum,is 
all vifionary, and owing to a great want of 
knowledge in the miferable Jlate of this nation. 
Tea, ccjfee 9 fugar, /pices, n ine, and foreign cloths, 
are the particulars you mention, upon which 
this tax fhould be raifed. I will allow the two 
firft, becaufe they are unwholefome ; and the 
(aft, becaufe I fhould be glad if they were all 
burned \ but I beg you will leave us our wine to 
make us a while forget our mifery \ or give your 
tenants leave to plough for barley. But I will 
tell you a fecret, which I learned many years ago 
from the com million ers of the cujloms in Lon- 
don : they faid, when any commodity appeared to 
be taxed above a moderate rate, the confequence 
pras, to leflen that branch of the revenue by one 
half ; and one of thofe gentlemen plcafantly told 
me, that the miftake of parliaments on fuch oc- 
fcfions, was owing to an error of computing two 
ind two to make four ; whereas, in the bufinefs 
af laying heavy impcfitions, two and two never 
made more than one ; which happens by leflen- 
ing the import, and the ftrong temptation of run- 
ning fuch goods as paid high duties, at lead in 
this kingdom. Although the women are as vain 
ind-extravagant as their lovers or their hufbands 

can 
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can deferve, and the men are fond enough of 
wine ; yet the number of both, who can afford^ 
fuch expences, is fo fmaJl, that the major part - ~ 
muft.refufe gratifying themfelves* and the duties'; 
will rather be leflened than increafed. But, al-^ 
lowing no force in this argument •, yet fo prefer*^ 
natural a fum, as one hundred and ten thoufand^ 
pounds, railed all on a fudden, (for there is no^ 
dallying with hunger) is juft in proportion witn^ 
railing a million and a half in England > which, w 
as things now fond > would probably brkig that ^ 
opulent kingdom under feme difficulties.. > 
You are concerned how ftrange and fitrprifing " 
it would be in foreign parts to hear, that the poor , 
were ftarving in a rich- country, &c. Are y<H* 
in earneft ? is Ireland the rich country you: n&aai | 
or are you infiilting our poverty ? wer.e you ever 
out of Ireland ? on were you ever in* it tiil of 
late ? You may probably have a good employ* : 
incnfc, and are laving all you can to puuehafe a 
good eftate in England. But by talking fia fami- 
liarly of one hundred and ten thoufand pounds, by : 
a tax upon a few commodiiw, it is plain, you aw 
either naturally or af?e£tedly ignorant of our pre* - 
fent condition j or elfe you would know and al- 
low, that fuch a fum if not to be raifed here, 
without a general .e>tcife ; fince, in proportion !• 
our weahh, we pay already in taxes more than 
England ever did in the height of the war. And 
when you have brought over your corn, who wiH 
be the buyers ? Moft certainly, not the poor, wfco 
wiH not be able topurcbafe the twentieth part of it. 

Sir % 
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Sir, upon the whole, your paper is a very 
rude piece, liable to rnoie objections than there 
re lines j but, I think your meaning is good, and 
) far you are pardonable. 

If you will propofe a general contribution for 
jpporting the poor in potatoes and butter-milky till 
he new corn comes in, perhaps you may fucceed 
•etter \ becaufe the thing at leaft is poffible : and, 
think, if our brethren in England would contri- 
bute upon this emergency, out of the million 
hey gain from us every year, they would do a 
riece of jujiice as well as charity. In the mean 
ime, go and preach to your own tenants to fall 
:o the plough as fail as they can ; and prevail 
with your neighbouring 'fquires to do the fame 
with theirs ; or elfe die with the guilt of having 
driven away half the inhabitants, and ftarving 
the reft. For as to your fcheme of raifing one* 
hundred and ten thoufand pounds, it is as vain as 
that of Rabelais 5 which was to fqueeze out 
wind from the pofteriors of a dead afc. 

But, why all this concern for the poor ? We 
want them not, as the country is now managed ; 
they may follow thoufands of their leaders, and 
feek their bread abroad. Where the plough has 
no work, one family can do the bufinefs of fifty, 
and you may fend away the other forty-nine. 
An admirable piece of husbandry, never known 
or pracl/.fed by the wifeft nations, who erroneous- 
ly thought people to be the riches of a country. 

If fo wretched a ftate of things would allow it, 
ttiethinks I could have a malicious pleafure, after 

. 411 
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all the warning I have in vain given the pub 
at my own peril for feveral years pad, to fee tl 
confequences and events anfwering in every pa 
ticular. I pretend to no fagacity : what I wri 
.was little more than what I had difcourfed to i 
veral perfons, who were generally of my opinioz 
and it was obvious to every common undeiftan 
ing, that fuch effetts muft needs follow fro 
fuch caufes. A fair iflue of things begun up< 
party rage, while fomefacrificed the public to fur 
and others to ambition : while a fpirit of fa£ti< 
and oppreffion reigned in every part of the cou: 
try 5 where gentlemen, inftead of confulting tl 
cafe of their tenants, or cultivating their lane 
were worrying one another upon points of wh 
and tory y of high-church and low-church ; whi 
no more concerned them, than the long and f 
mous controverfy of Jlrops for razors * whi 
•agriculture was wholly difcouraged, and coni 
quently half the farmers and labourers, ai 
poorer tradefmen, forced to beggary or banif 
merit : Wifdom crieth in the Jlreets ; becaufe I ha 
called on you ; I have f retched out my handy and 
man regarded. But ye have fit at nought all i 
counfelsy and would none of my reproof. 1 alfo w 
laugh at your calamity % and mock when your fe t 
cometh. 

I have now done with your memorial, ai 
freely excufe your miftakes, fince you appear 
write as a ftranger, and as of a country, which 

le 

* A piece of leather parted on wood to be ufed with a cert 
powder, for the property and excellence of which feveral coin] 
titors eagerly contended. Hawkcf. 
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left at liberty to enjoy the benefits of nature, and 
to make the beft of thofe advantages which God 
hath given it in foil, climate, and fituation. , 

But having lately fent out a paper, entitled, a 
Jbort view of the Jlate of Ireland ; and hearing of 
an objeftion, that fome people think I have 
treated the memory of the late Lord Chief Juf- 
tice Whitlhed with an appearance of feverity : 
fince I may not probably have another opportunity 
• of explaining myfelf in that particular, I choofe to 
do it here : laying it therefore down for a poftu- 
ktum, which I fuppofe will be univerfally grant- 
ed, that no little creature of fo mean a birth and 
genius had ever the honour to be a greater enemy 
to his country, and to all kinds of yirtue than 
HE, 1 anfwer thus ; Whether there be two diffe- 
rent goddeffes called Fame, as fome authors con- 
tend, or only one goddefs founding two different 
trumpets, it is certain, that people diftinguifhed 
fcr their villany, have as good a title to a Wall 
from the proper trumpet, as thofe who are moft 
renowned for their virtues have from the other ; 
and have equal reafon to complain if it be refu- 
fed them. And accordingly the names of the 
moft celebrated profligates have been faithfully 
tranfmitted down to pofterity. And although 
the perfon here underftood, a&cd his part in an 
obfeure corner of the world, yet his talents 
might have ftione with luftre enough in the no- 
Hcft fcene. 

As to my naming a perfon dead, the plain ho- 
neft reafon is the beft. He was armed with power 
Vol. IV, M and 
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and will to do mifchief, even where he 
not provoked, as appeared by his profec 
two printers, one to death, and both to ruin, 
had neither offended God, nor the king, 
him, nor the public. 

What an encouragement to vice is this ? 
Ill man be alive, and in power, we dare n< 
tack him ; and if he be weary of the world, 
his own villanies, he has nothing to do but 
and then his reputation is fafe. For tbefe e 
lent cafuifts know juft Latin enough to 
heard a moil foolifli precept, that dt mortu 
nifi bmum ; fo that if Socrates, and Anytt 
accufer *, had happened to die together, the 
rity of furvivors mud either have obliged 1 
to hold their peace, or to fix the fame char 
on both. The only crime of charging the 
is, when the lead doubt remains whether th 
ctofation be true ; but when men are open 
bandoned, and loft to all fhame, they hav 
* reafbn to think it hard, if their memory b 
proached. Whoever reports, or other wife 
lifheth any thing, which it is poffible ma 
falfe, that man is a flanderer; hie niger eft^ 
tu y Reman caveto. Even the leaft mifrepr 
tation, or aggravation of fads, deferves the 
cenfure in fome degree : but in this cafe 
quite deceived, if my error hath not been 01 
fide of extenuation. 

I 

• Anytus, one of the wretches who accuied Socrates < 
tanning the gods, and endeavouring to fubvert the reli 
fck 'country, ftnvkef. 
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I have now prefent before me the idea of fome 
perfons, (I know not in what part of the world) 
who fpend every moment of their lives, and eve- 
ry turn of their thoughts while they are awake, 
(and probably of their dreams while they fleep) in 
the moil deteftable a&ions and defigns who de- 
light in mifchiej \ fcandal, and obloquy, with the 
hatred and contempt of all mankind againft them ; 
bat chiefly of thdfe among their own party, and 
their own family ; fuch, whofe odious qualities ri- 
val each other for perfeftion ; avarice, brutality, 
fa&ion, pride, malice, treachery, noife, impudence, 
idnefs, ignorance, vanity, and revenge, contending 
; fcirery moment for fuperidrity in their breafts. 
Such creatures are not to be reformed ; neithet 
h \t prudent, or Me, to attempt a reformation. 
Tw, although their memories will rot, there may 
k fome henefits for their furvivors, to fmell it 

▼hile it is rotting. 

1 any, SIR, 

your humble fervanU 

jimrch 

*5- A. B. 
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A Vindication of his Excellency J< 
Carteret, from the charge of 
none but Tories, High- churchmen, 
bites # . 

Written in the year 1730. 

IN order to treat this important ful 
. the greateft fairnefs and impartiality 
it may be convenient to give fome acco 
excellency ; in whofe life and character 
certain particulars, which might give a 
fufpicion of fome truth in the accufati 
under. 

, He is defcended from two noble, ant 
molt loyal families, the Carterets and t 
IjtUcs: too much diftinguifiied, I cc 
what they a£ted, and what they fuffer 
fending the former conftitution in ch 
* ftate under king Charles the, martyr ; I 1 
very prince, on account of whofe ma: 

* The view of this piece fcems to be to recomir 
tioo, and laugh political bigotry out of countenance. 

In this piece the failings of the noble Lord, ari; 
prejudices of great talents aud a learned c ducat io: 
difplaycd with infinite wit and humour. How< 
there is couched here abundance of fatire. Plftoride 
angry, buttling mortal, he treats vtfth all imaginab! 
but in his fatire againft Tram'ushe fpares not to c 
every ftroke ; the former part of which is bitterly 1 
the latter as bitterly ironical. His account of Ag 
caught by the par/on of the parijh riding on a hobi 
his children, and fome other touches of the like lb 
diverting. D. Swift*. ^ 
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firm of prayer y with fajling, was enjoined by aft of 
parliament to be ttfed on the $oth day g/" January every 
year, to implore the mercies of God, that the guilt of 
that facred and innocent blood migh t not be viftted on 
us or our pojlerity ; as we may read at large in our 
common-prayer- books ; which day hath been fo- 
Icmnly kept, even within the memory of many 
men now alive. 

His excellency the prefent Lord was educated 
in the univerfity of Oxford \ from whence, with 
8 fingularity fcarce to be juftified, he carried a- 
way more Greek, Latin, and philofophy, than pro- 
perly became a perfon of his rank, indeed much 
more of each than mod of thofe, who are forced 
to live by their learning, will be at the unnecef- 
fcry pains to load their heads with. 

This was the rock he fplit on upon his firft ap- 
pearance in the world, and having juft got clear 
of his guardians. For as foon as he came to 
town, fome bifhops, and clergymen, and other 
perfims moft eminent for learning and parts, got 
him among them 5 from whom, although he were 
fortunately dragged by a lady and the court, yet 
he could never wipe off the ftain, nor wafh out 
the tin&ure of his univerfity acquirements and 
(Kfpofitions. 

To this another misfortune was added, that it 
pleated God to endow him with great natural ta- 
lents, memory, judgment, comprehenfion, elo- 
quence, and wit; and, to finifti the work, alt 
thefe were fortified, even in his youth, with the 
idvantages received by fuch employments, as 
M 3 a*e 
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are beft fitted both to exercife and polifli the 
gifts of nature and education, having been am- 
baflador in feveral courts, when hit age would 
hardly allow him to take a degree; and made * 
principal fecretary of (late at a period, when, ac- 
cording to cuftom, he ought to have been bufied 
in loGng his money at a chocolate-boufe ; or in 
other amufements equally laudable and epidemic 
among perfons of honour. 

I cannot omit another weak fide in his excel- 
lency. For it is known, and can be proved upon 
him, that Greek and Latin books might be 
found every day in his dreffing-room, if it were 
carefully fearched ; and there is reafon to fufpe&t 
that fome of the faid books have been privately 
conveyed to him by tory hands. I am like wife 
aflured, that he hath been taken in the very fa& 
of reading the faid books, even in the midft of a 
feffion, to the great neglect of public affairs. 

I own, there may be fome grounds for this 
charge ; becaufe I have it from good hands, that 
* when his excellency is at dinner with one of two 
.fcholars at his elbows, he grows a moil unfup- 
portable and unintelligible companion to all the 
fine gentlemen round the table. 

I cannot deny, that his excellency lies under an- 
ether very great difadvantage. For with all the 
accomplimments above mentioned, adding that: 
©f a moft comely and graceful perfon, and during 
the prime of youth, fpirits, and vigour, he hath 
in a moft unexemplary manner led a regular do- 
meftic life j difcovers a great efteem, and friend- 

fbip, 
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>, and love for his lady/ as well as true affec- 
1 for his children : and when he is difpofed to 
nit an entertaining evening companion, he 
.h not always enough reflect, whether the per- 
t may poffibly in former days have lain under 
5 imputation of a tory ; nor at fuch times do 
c natural or affefted fears of popery and the pre- 
tder make any part of the converfation : I pre- 
me, becaufe neither Homer, Plato, Ariftotle, 
Cicero, have made any mention of them. 
Thefe I freely acknowledge to be hia excellen- 
r's failings : yet, I think it is agreed by philofo- 
iicrs and divines, that fome allowance ought to 
t given to human infirmity, and to the prejudi- 
cs of a wrong education. 
I am well aware, how much my fentiments dif- 
tr from the orthodox opinions of one or two prin- 
ipal patriots, at the head of whom I name with 
lonour Fiftorides. For thefe have decided the 
natter dire&ly againft me, by declaring, that no 
perfon, who was ever known to lie under the 
fafpicion of one fingle tory principle, or who had 
been once fecn at a great roan's levee in the 
wrfi of times*, fhould be allowed to come within 
the verge of the cattle ; much lefs to bow in the 
anti-chamber, appear at the a£emblies y or dance 
at a birth-night. However, I dare affert, that 
this maxim hath been often controlled ; and that, 
on the contrary, a confiderable number of early 
fmtenu have been received into grace, who are 

now 

• The three laft years of queen Anne, when Lord Oxford 
teminUfer, wore & called by the whig*. Hawkef. 
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now an ornament, happine/s, and fupport to the 
tion. 

Neither do I find any murmuring on fom 
ther points of greater importance, where this 
Tourite maxim is not fo ftri&ly obferved. 

To inftance only in one. I have not he; 
that any care hath hitherto been taken to difc< 
whether madam * Viol ante be a whig or tor 
her principles \ or even that fhe hath ever \ 
offered the oatht to the government : on the c 
trary, I am told, that fhe openly profefleth hei 
to be a high-flyer s and it is not improbable, 
her outlandifh name, fhe may alio be a papij 
her heart j yet we fee this ilfuftrious and dar 
rous female openly careffed by principal peri 
of both parties ; who contribute to fupport he 
a fplendid manner, without the leaft appret 
fions from a grand-jury, or even from *fq 
Hartly Hutchefon himfelf, that zealous profec 
of hawkers and libels. And, as Hobbes wi 
obferves, fo much money being equivalent t< 
much power, it may deferve considering, \ 
what fafety fuch an inftrument of power ough 
be trufted in the hands of an alien, who hath 
given any legal fecurity for her good affe&ioi 
the government. 

I confefs, there is one evil which I could \ 
our friends would think proper to redxefs. Tr 
are many whigs in this kingdom, of the old-fafb 
id ftampi of whom we might make very good t 
they bear the fame loyalty with us to the Ha 

vei 

* A famous Italian rope-dancer. Hawkef . 
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verian family in the perfon of king George II. ; 
the fame abhorrence of the pretender^ with the 
confequences of - popery and Jlavery, and the fame 
indulgence to tender confciences : but, having no- 
thing to aflc for themfelves, and, therefore, the 
more leifure to think for the public, they are 
often apt to entertain fears, and melancholy prof- 
pe&s concerning the ftate of their country, the 
decay of trade, the want of money, the miserable 
condition of the people, with other topics of the 
like nature ; all which do equally concern both 
whig and tory ; who, if they have any thing to 
lofe, muft be equally fufferers. Perhaps, one or 
two of thefe melancholy gentlemen will fome- 
times venture to publifh their thoughts' in print: 
now I can by no means approve our ufual cuftom 
of curfing and railing at this fpecies of thinkers, 
under the names of tories> jacobitts, libellers^ rebels, 
and the like. 

This was the utter ruin of that poor, angry*, 
buftling, well-meaning mortal Piftorides; wh* 
lies equally under the' contempt of both parties* 
with no other difference, .than a mixture of pity 
on one fide, and of aver/ion on the other. 

How hath he been pelted, peftered and pound- 
ed by one fingle wag, who promifeth never to 
forfake hirn, living or dead ? 

I was much pleated with the humour of a fun 
gem in this town $ who having, in his own appre-> 
henfion, received fome great injuftice from the 
Eail of Gal way, and defpairing of revenge as well 
as. relief, declared to all his friends, that he had 
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fee apart one hundred gainer to pwdtafc 
Earl'* carcafe from the iexton, whene r er it fbo 
die, to make a fkeleton of the bones, ftufF the hi 
and ihew them for three pence ; and thus 
vengeance for the injuries he had ftnfered by 
owner. 

Of the like fpirit too often is that implaca 
race of wits, againft whom there is no defa 
but innocence and philofopby % neither of wfa 
if likely to be at hand \ and, therefore, 
wounded hare no where to fly for a cure, but 
downright ftuptdity, a crazed bead, or a pre 
gate contempt of guilt and fbante. 

I am, therefore, ferry for thfet other mifen 
creature Trauhis : who, although of ftmewha 
different i]pecies, yet facms very far to out-do e 
the genius of Piftorifes, in that itu&arrymg 
knt of railing without confifteney or difcret 
againft the mod innocent perfons, according 
>he prefent fituation of hi* gall and fplecn. I 
laot Waaae an hotufl gentleman for the bitte 
iave&ives againft one, to whom be profefleth 

5 treated friendftup \ provided be afis in the & 
o af not to be diicovered : but, in the midf 
fanjiip vijiu f and invitations, to run into 
ftrcets, or to as public a plsce^ and, without 
lead pretended incitement, {putter out the ba 
and falfeft accuiktions ; then to wipe his mot 
come up fmiling to bis friend, ihake him by 
hand, and tell him in a whifper, it was all for 
fervid : this proceeding I am- bold to thin 
great failure in prudence ; and I am afraid 

fi 
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focb a pra&itioner, with a body lb open, fo foul, 
and fo full of fores, may fall under the refentment 
of an incenfed political furgeon, who is not in 
much renown for his mercy upon great provoca- 
tion ; who, without waiting for his death, will 
flay and dijfecl him alive ; and, to the view of 
mankind, lay open all the difordered cells of his 
brain, the venom of his tongue, the corruption 
of his heart, and fpots and flatus's of his fpleen : 
and all this for three-pence. 

In fuch a cafe, what a fcene would be laid open I 
and* to drop my metaphor, what a character of 
oar miftaken friend might an angry enemy draw 
and expofe ! particularifmg that unnatural con- 
jon&ion of vices and follies, fo inconfiftent with 
each other in the fame bread : furious and fawn- 
I iog, fcurrilous and flattering, cowardly and pro- 
voking, infolent and abje& ; mod profligately 
falfe, with the ftronged profeflions of fincerity ; 
pofitive and variable, tyrannical and flavifli. 

I apprehend, that if all this (hould be fet out 
to the world by an angry whig of the old (lamp, 
the unavoidable confequence mud be, a confine- 
ment of our friend, for fome months more, to his 
prret $ and thereby depriving the public, for fo 
long time, and in fo important a jttntlure, of his ufe- 
fol talents in their fervice, while be is fed like a 
wild bead through a hole j but 1 hope with a fps- 
Ctal regard to the quantity and quality of his nou- 
rifhment. 

f In vain would his excufers endeavour to palliate 
ki$ enormities, by imputing them tomadnefsj 

becaufe 
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bfecaufe it is well known, that madnefs only ope* 
rates by inflaming and enlarging the good or evil 
difpofitions of the mind. For the curators of 
Bedlam aflure us, that fome lunatics are perforu 
of honour, truth, benevolence, and many other vir- 
tues, which appear in their higheft ravings, al- 
though after a wild incoherent manner ; while 
others, on the contrary, difepver, in every word 
a.nd action, the utmoft bafenefs and depravity of 
human minds which infallibly they poflefled in 
the fame degree, although perhaps under a better 
regulation, before their entrance into that academy. 

But it may be objected, that there is an argu- 
ment of much force to excufe the overflowings 
of that zeal, which our friend fliews or means 
for our caufe. And it mult be confefled, that 
the eajy and fmooth fluency of his elocution, bejlow- 
ed on him by nature, and cultivated by continual 
praclice, added to the comelinefs of his perfin, the 
harmony of his voice, the graceful nefs of his manner, 
and the decency of his drefs, are temptations too 
ftrong for fuch a genius to refift upon any public 
occafion of making them appear with untverfal 
applaufe. And if good men are fometimes ac- 
cufed of loving their jefl better than their friend; 
furely, to gain the reputation of the firft orator 
in the kingdom, no man of fpirit would fcruple 
to lofe all the friends he had in the world. 
. It is ufual for matters to make their boys de- 
claim on both fides of an argument ; . and, as 
fome kinds of affemblies are called the fchools of 
politics, I confefs nothing can better improve po- 
litical 
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litical fchool-boys, than the art of making plau- 
lible or implaufible harangues againft the very 
opinion for which they refolve to determine. 

So cardinal Perron, after having fpoke for an 
hour, to the admiration of all his hearers, to 
prove the exiftence of God, told fome of his in- 
timates, that he could have fpoken another hour, 
and much better, to prove the contrary. 

I have placed this reafoning in the ftrongeft 
light that I think it will bear; and have no- 
, thing to anfwer, but that, allowing it as much 
weight as the reader (hall pleafe, it hath conftant- 
ly met with ill fuccefs in the mouth of our 
friend; but whether for want of good luck, or 
good management, I fufpend my judgment. 

To return from this long digrefiion : If perfons 
in high Rations have been allowed to choofe wenches 
without regard to difference in religion, yet never 
incurred the lead reflection on their loyalty, or 
their proteftantifm ; {hall the chief governor of a 
great kingdom be cenfured for choofing a cotnpa- 
niottj who may formerly have been fufpe&ed for 
differing from the orthodox in feme fpeculative 
opinions of perfons and things, which cannot af~ 
feft the fundamental principles of a found whig? 
But let me fuppofe a very poffible cafe. Here 
: is a perfon fent to govern Ireland, whofe unfor- 
tunate weak Ode it happens to be, for feveral rea- 
• fens above mentioned, that he hath encouraged 
< wie or two gentlemen diftinguiflied for their tafte, 
their wit, and their learning j who have taken 
I the oaths to his majefty, and pray heartily for 
I Vol. IV. N him* 
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him ; yet becaufe they may perhaps be ftigmariz- 
ed as quondam tories, by Piftorkles and his gang, 
his excellency muft be forced to banifh them, 
under the pain and peril of difpleafipg the zealots 
of his own party ; and thereby be put into a worfe 
condition than every common good fellow, who 
may be a fincere protejlant and a loyal fubjeft, 
and yet rather choofe to drink fine ale at the pope's 
head, than muddy at the kings. 

Let me then return to my fuppofitions. It is 
certain, the high-flown Joyalifts, in the pre- 
sent fenfe of the word, have their thoughts, and 
ltudies, and tongues, fo entirely diverted by po- 
litical fchemes, that the zeal of their principles 
hath eaten up their under/landings ; neither have 
they time from their employments, their hopes, 
and their hourly labours for acquiring new ad- 
ditions of merit, to amufe themfelves with philo- 
logical converfc or fpeculations, which are utter- 
ly ruinous to all fchemes of rifmg in the world* 
What then muft a great man do, whofe ill ftars 
have fatally perverted him to a love and tafte, and 
pofleflion of literature, politenefe, and good fenfe? 
our thorough -fped republic of whigs, which con- 
tains the bulk of all bopers, pretenders, expeclerSj 
and prof effort , are, beyond all doubt, mod highly 
tifeful to princes, to governors, to great minifters, 
and to their country ; but at the fame time, and 
by neceflary confequence, the moil difagreeable 
companions to all, who have that unfortunate 
turn of mind peculiar to his excellency, and per- 
haps to five or fix more in a nation. 

I do 
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' I do not deny it poflible, that an original or 
profelyte favourite of the times might have 
been born to thofe ufelefs talents, which, in for- 
mer ages, tjaalified a man to be a poet, or a phi- 
lofopher. AU 1 contend for is, that where the 
true genius of party once enters, it faveeps the 
hvttfe dean^ and leaves room for many other Jpirits 
to take joint pofleflion, until the loft Jiate of that 
man is exceedingly better than the firji. 

I allow it a great error in his excellency, that 
he adheres fo obftinately to his old unfafbionabh 
academic education ; yet fo perverfe is human 
nature, that the ufaal remedies for this evil in 
others, have produced* a contrary effett in bixnf 
to a degree, that I am credibly informed, he will, 
as I have already hinted, in the middle of a feffion, 
quote paflages out of Plato and Pindar at his 
own table, to Tome book-learned companion, with- 
oat Muftung, even when perfons of great Jlation* 
are by* 

I will venture one ftep further ; which is, free- 
ly to confefs, that this miftaken method of edu- 
cating ybuth in the knowledge of* ancient learn- 
ing and language, is too apt to fpoil their politics 
«nd principles ; becaufe the do&rine and examples 
of the books they read, teach them leffons direcf- 
^ contrary j in every pointy to the prefint praclice 
tf the world : and accordingly Hobbes moft ju- 
diciouflyobferves, that the writings of the Greeks 
and Romans, made young men imbibe opinions 
againft abfolute power in a prince, or even in a 
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vumjler ; and to embrace notions of liberr 
property. 

It hath been therefore a great felicity in 
kingdoms, that the heirs to titles and large < 
have a weakness in their eyes, a tenden 
their conftitutions ; are not able to bear th 
and indignity of whipping ; and, as the n 
rightly exprefics it, could never take to their 
yet ate well enough qualified to fign a rece 
half a year's rent, to put their names (rightl 
to a warrant, and to read pamphlets again 
gion and higk-jlytng ; whereby they fill 
niches, and carry themfelves through the 
With that dignity, which bed becomes a j 
and a y<wire. 

I coumHtcartily wifh his excellency wo 
mote comjeicending to the genius of the kii 
he governs *, to the condition of the timet 
to the nature of the itation he fills. Yet i 
true, what I have read in old Englifti (lory* 
that one Agcfilaus (no matter to the bulk 
readers whether I fpell the name right or y 
was caught by the par/on of the parijh ridin 
hobby-horfe with his children; that Socr 
heathen philoibpher, was found dancing b 
fclf «t iourfcore ; that a. king called Caef; 
guitua (or fome fuch name) ufed to pla 
bo)S| whereof fome might poilibly be f 
torial and that two great men called Scij 
Lelius, (I forget their chriflian names, an 
ther they were poets or generals) often pi; 
duck and drake with fmooth ftones on ; 
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low, I fay, if thefe fafts be true, (and the book 
rhere I found them is in print) I cannot ima- 
gine, why our moft zealous patriots may not a 
ittle indulge his excellency in an infirmity, 
irhich is not morally evil ; provided he gives no 
public fcandal ; which is by all means to be a- 
voided : I fay, why he may not be indulged twice 
a week, to converfe with one or two particular 
perfons ; and let him and them conn over their 
old exploded readings together, after mornings 
(pent in hearing and prefcribing ivays and means 
from and to his moft obedient politicians for the 
welfare of the kingdom; although the faid parti- 
cular perfon or perfons may not have made fo 
public a declaration of their political faith, in all 
its parts, as the bufinefs of the nation requires: 
ftill fubmitting my opinion to that happy majority 9 
which I am confident is ahimys in ike right; by 
whom the liberty of the fubje& hath been fo fre- 
quently, fo flxenuoufly, and fo fuccefsfully avert- 
ed; who, by their wife counfels, have made com- 
merce to flourifli, money to abound, inhabitants to 
encreafe, the value of lands and rents to rife; and 
the whole ifland put on a new face of plenty and 
profperity. 

But, in order to clear his excellency more fully 
from this accufation of {hewing his favours to 
tigh-flyers> tories. and jaeobites, it will be necefiary 
to come to particulars. 

The firfl perfon of a tory denomination, to» 
whom his excellency gave any marks of his fa- 
vour,, was do&or Thomas Sheridan. It is to be: 
N x obferved,, 
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obferved, that this happened fo early in his excet 
lency's government, as it may be juftly fuppofed 
he had not been informed of that gentleman's 
chara&er upon fo dangerous an article. The doc- 
tor being well known, and diftinguifhed for his 
(kill* and fuccefs in the education of youth, be- 
yond mod of his profeflion for many years paft, 
was recommended to his excellency on the fcore 
of his learning, and particularly, for his know- 
ledge in the Greek tongue ; whereof, it feems,. 
his excellency is a great admirer, although for 
what reafons, I could never imagine. However, 
it is agreed on all hands, that his lord {hip was 
coo eaiily prevailed on by the doctor's requeft, 
or, indeed, rather from the bias of hi* own na- 
ture, to hear a tragedy a&ed in that unknown 
language by the dolor's lads, which was writ- 
ten by fome heathen author ; but, whether il 
contained any tory or high*church principles, mud 
be left to the consciences of the bcyi, and tb< 
do&or, and his excellency ; the only wknefies, it 
this cafe, whofe teftimonies can be depended upon 
It feems, his excellency (a thing never to h 
fufficiently wondered at) was fo pleated with hi 
entertainment, that, fome time after, he gave th< 
doftor a church-living, to the value of almoi 
one hundred pounds a year, and made him on 
of his chaplains > from an antiquated notion, tha 
good fchool nutters ought to be encouraged in < 
very nation profefling civility and religion. Ye! 
his excellency did not venture to make this bol 
ftep without itrong recommendations from pei 
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Ions of undoubted principles fitted to the times ; 
who thought themfelves bounds in juftice, ho- 
nour, and gratitude, to do the do&or a good of- 
fice, in return for the care he had taken of their 
children, or of thofc of their friends. Yet the 
cataftrophe was terrible ; for the do£tor, in the 
height of his felicity and gratitude, going down 
to take poffcflion of his pariih, and furnifhed with 
a few led fermons, whereof, as it is to be fuppof* 
cd, the number was very fmall, having never 
fetved a cure in the church ; he flopped at Corke 
to attend on his biftiop* and, going to church on 
the Sunday following, was, according to the ufual 
civility of country clergymen, invited by the mi- 
nifter of the parifh to fapply the pulpit. It hap- 
pened to be the firft of Auguft ; and the firft of 
Auguft happened \ that year, to light upon a Sun- 
day : and it happened^ that the do&oi's text was 
in thefe words ; Sufficient unto the day is the evil- 
thereof*: and laftly, it happened, that fome one 
pcrfon of the congregation, whofe loyalty made 
him watchful, upon every appearance of danger 
to his majefty's perfon and government, when 
fervice was over, gave the alarm. Notice was 
immediately fent up to town ; and, by the zeal 
of one man, of no large dimenjions of body or. mbut 9 
foch a clamour was raifed, that we in Dublin 
could apprehend no lefs than an invafion by the 
fretender, who mult be landed in the fout£. The 
rcfult was, that the do&or muft be (truck out of 

the 

• The firft of Auguft is the anni*erfary of the Haiwverun* 
tally's aoccffioa to the crown of Great Britain*. lUtwkcf.. 
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the chaplains lift, ami appear no more at the 
caftlei yet, whether he were then, or be at this 
day, a *l or a t:ry 9 I think is a fecret ; only it 
is marine -l, that he is a zealous Hanoverian,, at 
leaft in poetry, and a great admirer of the pre- 
fent royii family, through all its branches. His 
friends iikewife a:Ttrt, that he had preached this 
Lerraon often under :he fame text ; that, not hav- 
ing obferved the words till he was in the p id pit, 
and had opened his notes, as he is a perfon a lit— 
tie abiir^cted, he wanted prefcnee of mind to 
change them : and that, in the whole fermon r 
there was not a fy liable relating to government 
or party, or to the fubject of the day. 

In this incident, there feems to have been an 
union of even:?, that will probably never happen 
again to the end of the world ; or is, at leaft, like 
the grand conjunction in the heavens ; which, I 
think, they fay can arrive but once in twenty 
thoutand years. 

. The fecond gentleman (if I am right in my 
chronology) who, under the fufpicion of a tory % 
received feme favour from his excellency, is Mr. 
James Stopfo.d ; very ftrongly recommended by 
the mod eminent whig in England, on the ac- 
. count of his learning, and virtue, and other ac- 
complifhments. He had paiTed the greateft part 
of his youth in clofe ftudy, or in- travelling ; and 
was either not at home, or not at leifure to 
trouble his thoughts about party ; which I allow 
to be a great omiflion, although I cannot honeftly 
place him in the lift of tones ; and therefore,, 

think. 
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think his" excellency may be fairly acquitted for 

making him vicar of Finglas, worth about one 

hundred pounds a year. 

The third is do&or Patrick Delany. This di- 
vine lies under fome difadvantage ; having, in 
his youth, received many civilities from a certain 
pcrfon *, then in a very high ftation here ; for 
which reafon, I doubt the doctor never drank his 
confufion fince ; and, what makes the matter 
defperate, it is now too late; unlefs our itiquifitors 
will be content with drinking confufion to his me- 
mory. The aforefaid eminent perfon, who was a 
judge of all merit, except that of party, diftin- 
guifhed the do&or among other juniors in our 
imiverfity, for his learning, virtue, discretion, and 
good fenfe. But the do&or was then in too good 
a fituation at his college, to hope or endeavour at 
a better eftabliihment from one, who had no 
power to give it him. 

Upon the prefent Lord Lieutenant's coming o- 
tct, the do&or was named to his excellency by a 
friendly among other clergy of diftin&ion, as per- 

I fens whofe characters it was proper his excellen- 
cy fhould know 5 and by the truth of which, the 

[ giver would be content to (land or fall in his ex* 
cellency's opinion ; fince not one of thofe perlbnt 
were in particular friendfhip with the gentleman 
who gave in their names. By this, and fome o- 
ther incidents, particularly the recommendation 

of 

• Sir Conftantinc Phipps, Lord Chancellor of Ireland* when 
Queen Anne died. 
. f The author. 
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of the late archbifhop of Dublin, the do&or be* 
came known to his excellency, whofe fatal turn 
of mind towards heathenifh and outlandijh boob 
and languages, finding, as I conceive, a like dif- 
pofition in the do&or, was the caufe of his be* 
coming fo domeftic, as we are told he is, at tbe 
caftle of Dublin. 

Three or four years ago, the do&or, grown 
weary of an academic life, for fome reafons beft. 
known to the managers of die difcipline in thit 
learned fociety, (which it may not be for their 
honour to mention) refolved to leave it } although, 
by the benefit of the pupils, and his fenior fellow- 
Chip, with all its pcrquifites, he received every 
year between nine hundred and a thoufattd 
pounds. And a fmall northern living, in the n* 
niverfity's donation, of fomewhat better than 
one hundred pounds a year, falling at the fame 
time with the chancellorftiip of ChrHfc-churcb, to 
about equal the value, in the gift of his excel- 
lency ; the do&or ventured, into the world in l 
very fcanty condition ; having Squandered awajr 
all his annual income in a manner, which, afr 
though perhaps proper enough for a clergyman 
without a family, will not be for the advantage 
of his chara&er to di (cover either oh the exebarige, 
or at a banker's (hop. 

About two months ago, his excellency gave 
the do&or a prebend in St. Patrick's cathedrals 
which being of near the fame value with either of 
the two former, will add a third part to his re- 
venues, after he fhall have paid the great incum- 
brance* 
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'ances upon it j fo that he may now be faid to 
>ffefe of church-preferments, in fcattered tithes, 
iree hundred pounds a year j inftead of the like 
im of infallible rents from a fenior fellowfliip, 
ith the offices annexed ; befide the advantage of 
free lodging, a great number of pupils,, and 
me other eafements. 

But, fince the do&or hath not, in any of his 
ritings, his Term ons, his a&ions, his difcourfe, 
his company, difcovered one (ingle principle of 
:her whig or tory ; and that the Lord Lieute- 
nt ft i 1 1 continues to admit him ; I fhall boldly 
onounce him ONE OF US : but, like a new 
*e-fna/bn x who hath not yet learned all the dia- 
S of the myftery. Neither can he juftly be ac- 
fed of any tory do&rines j except perhaps fome 
long thofe few, with which that wicked party 
as charged during the height of their power, 
it have been fince transferred, for the mod /olid 
of ons, to the whole body of our firmed friends* 
I have now done with the clergy : and, upon 
e ftri&eft examination, have not been able to 
id above one of that order, againft whom any 
\rty fufpicion can ly ; I mean the unfortunate 
:ntleman dodor Sheridan, who, by mere chance- 
edley, (hot his own fortune dead with a fingle 
<t. 

As to the laity, I can hear of but one perfon of 
c tory ftamp, who, fince the beginning of his 
cellency's government, did ever receive any fo- 
I mark of his favour j I mean Sir Arthur A- 
efon* reported to be an acknowledged tory; and, 

what 
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of the late archbifliop of Dublin, the do&or fc- 

came known to his excellency, whofe fatal torn 

of mind towards heatheni/h and outlandijb boob 

and languages, 6nding, as I conceive, a like d& 

pofition in the do&or, was the caufe of his be* 

coming fo domeftic, as we are told be is, at tie 

caftle of Dublin. 

Three or four years ago, the db&or, gro*ii 

weary of an academic life, for fome reafons beft. 

known to the managers of die difcipline in tbit 

' ' "c* 1 . Kich it may not be for their 
after which, it may oe ic^- i~ — • • 

thur will be annually a clear gainer by the pu- \ 

blic ; not with (landing his unfortunate principles, ^ 

and his knowledge in Greek and Latin. 

For repairs, &c. 500 1. the intereft") 

whereof per annum - 5 
' For all manner of poultry to furniftil 

the troopers, bujt which the faid ! 

troopers muft be at the labour of f 

catching, valued, per annum J 
For ftraggling fheep 
For game deftroyed five miles round 



Rent paid to Sir Arthur 
Deduft 

Remains clear 



. * See a poem upon this incident, entitled, The grand quefth* 
Mated, &c. Vol. IX. 
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brances upon it ; fo that he may now be faid to 
poffefs of church-preferments, in fcattered tithes, 
three hundred pounds a year 5 inilead of the like 
fan of infallible rents from a fenior fellowftiip, 
with the offices annexed ; befide the advantage of 
a free lodging, a great number of pupils, and 
fomc other eafements. 

But, fince the doctor hath not, in any of his 
writings, his fermons, his actions, his difcourfe, 
or his company, difcovered one (ingle principle of 
either whig or tory j and that the Lorrl^f <i5y*fa c 
a ^,M.CCat^Rrang"tfie farmers* there, of leav- 
ing their country. But I am not fo flcilful in a- 
rithmetic, as to compute the value. 

I have reckoned one per cent, below the legal 
intcreft for the money that Sir Arthur muft ex- 
pend ; and valued the damage in the other ar- 
ticles very moderately. However, I am confi- 
dent he may, with good management, be a /aver 
at leaft ; which is a prodigious inftance af modera- 
tion in our friends towards a profeffed tory; what- 
ever merit he may pretend, by the unwillingnefs 
he hath fhewn to make his excellency uneafy in 
his adminiftration. 

Thus I have, with *he utmoft impartiality, 
collected every fingle favour (further than Jcr- 
lbnal civilities) conferred by his excellency on 
tories, and reputed tor its, fince his firft. arrival 
hither to this 30th day of April, in the year of 
our Lord 1730, giving all allowance poflible to 
the arguments on the other fide of the queftion ; 
and the accompt will (land thus : 
Vol. IV. O Difpofed 
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Difpoffed of preferments and employments tc 
tories, or reputed tories^ by his excellency Job* 
Lord Carteret, Lord Lieutenant pf Ireland, in 
about the fpace of fix years : 

To doftor Thomas Sheridan, in a? I00 a 
reflory near Kkifale, per ann. S 

To Sir Arthur Achefon, Baronet, u o o 
a barrack, per ann. 3 



111 



Give me leave now to compute in grofs the 
value of the favours done by his excellency to the 
true friends of their king and country, and of the 
proteftant religion. 

It is- to be remembered, that, ail though bis 
excellency cannot be properly faid to beftow 
•biftioprics, commands in the army, the place of a 
judge, or commiffioner in the revenue, and 
ibme others ; yet they are for the moil part dif- 
<pofed upon his recommendation, except where 
the perfons are immediately fent from 'England 
by their interelt at court 4 for which I have al- 
lowed great defalcations in the following ao 
counts. And it is remarkable, that the <»*/y con- 
figurable ftation conferred on a Ury fmcc his pw- 
fentexceHencyVgovernment,wasof thieAtffcrkiffA 

And indeed it is but too notorious, that iti a 
neighboring nation (where this dangerous &cm> 
mination of men is incomparably inc4e numfc 

- T0U5 
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rous, more powerful, and of confequcncc more 
formidable) real tories can often, with much lefs 
difficulty, obtain very high favours from the go- 
vernment, than their reputed brethren can arrive 
to the loweft in ours. I obferve this with all 
poffible fubrmffion to the wifdom of their policy ; 
which however will not, I believe, difpute the 
praife of vigilance with ours. 

WHIG account. 
To perfons promoted to biftioprics, 1 

or removed to more beneficial > 10,050 o o 

ones, computed per ann. * 

To civil employments - - 9030 o o 

To military commands - - 8436 o o 



27,516 o o 



TORY account. 
To tories - - - - moo 



Balance - 27,405 o o 



I (hall conclude with this obfcrvation, that as 
I think the tories have fufficient reafon to be 
fully fatisfied with the (hare of trufl, power, %n A 
employments, which they poflefs under the lenity of 
the prefent government 5 fo, I do not find how 
his excellency can be juflly cenfured for favour- 
ing none but high-church, high-flyers, termagants, 
Laudifls, Sacbeverelians, tip-top~gallant-tnen, jaco- 
MteS) tantivys, anti-hanoverians, friends to popery 
O 2 and 
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and the pretender and to arbitrary power, difo 
England, breakers of DEPENDENCY, i 
ers of quarrels between the two nations, pul 
cen diaries, enemies to the king and kingdoms, 
of TRUE proteftants, laurel men, Anmfts 
plainers of the nation's poverty Ormondians, 
c lofts, anti-gloriout-tnemorifts, anti-revolut 
white-rofalijls, tenth»a-junians 9 and the like; 
by a fair {late of the account, the balance, 
cciiC) feems to lie on the other fide. 



Considerations upon two Bills fent down 
from the right honourable the houfeof Lords 
to the honourable the houfe of Commons in 
Ireland, relating to the Clergy *. 

Written in the year X73T* 

I HAVE- often, for above a month paft, de fired? 
fome few clergymen, who are pleafed to vifit 
me, that they would procure an extract of two- 
bills brought into the council by fome of the 
Viflhops, and both of them fince pafled in the 
houfe of lords : but 1 coukl never obtain what I 
defired, whether by the forget fulnefs or negli- 
gence of thofe whom I employed, or the difficulty 
ef the thing itfelf. Therefore, if I ihall happen, 
to miftake in any fad of confequenee, I defire 
my remarks upon it may pafs for nothing j for. 
ny information is no better, than what I receiv- 
ed in words from feveral divines, who feemed ta 
agree with each other. I have not the honour to 
O 3 be 

• In the year 1 731, a bill was brought into die hoofe of 
Itrdf, by a great majority of the right reverend the bifhops, foe 
enabling them to divide the livings of the inferior clergy ; which. 
till was approved of in the privy council of Ireland, and pafled. 
by the lords in parliament. It was afterwards fent to the 
hoofe of common* for their approbation but was rejected by 
tjiem with a great majority. The author of the following con-?- 
Gderations, who hath always been the beft friend, to the inferior 
Jergy of the church of England, as may be feen by many parts, 
if his writings, oppofed this pernicious project with great fuc«- 
*&\ which, if it had pafled into a law,, would h*rc been. ol tbo. 
jQ&om&qucjicfi to this nation.. 
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be acquainted with any one fingle prelate 
kingdom ; and am a ftranger to their cha\ 
further than as common fame reports 
which is not to be depended on : therefore 
not be fuppofed to aft upon a principle of 
ment. I efteem their fun&ions (if I may 
lowed to fay fo without offence) as truly < 
ca/> and abfolutely ncceffary to the perfee 
a chrijiian church. 

There are no qualities more incident 
frailty and corruptions of human kind, t 
indifference or infenfibility for other mens 
ings, and a fudden forget fulnefs of their ov 
mer humble ftatc, when they rife in the 
Thefe two difpofitions have not, 1 thin 
where fo ftrdngly exerted themfelves, as 
order of bifhops with regard to the inferic 
gy ; for which I can find no reafons, but i 
naturally fhould feem to operate a quite cc 
way. : The maintenance of the clergy th 
out the kingdom is precarious and uncertai 
letted from a moft miferable race of be 
farmers ; at whofe mere/ every mimjler lie 
defrauded. His office as reBor or vicar , ii 
duly executed, is very laborious. As foor 
is promoted to a lifljopric, the fcene is c 
and happily changed ; his revenues are lar^ 
as furely paid as thofe of the king; his wh( 
finefs is once a-year to receive the atten 
the fubmiffion, and the proxy-money of 
clergy, in whatever part of the diocefe h 
pleafe to think moft convenient for h 

I 
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jr. is his pcrfonal prefence nec$flary ; for the 
fs may be done by a vicar genera/. The 
e of ordination is jnft what the bUhopt 
to make it ; and as matters have been for 
time, and may probably remain, the fewer 
itions the better. The reft of their vifible * 
confifts in the honour of attending parlra- 

and councils, and beftbwing preferments 
ir own gift j in which laft employment, and 
ir fpiritual and temporal courts, the labour 
30 their vicars-general, fecretaries, protlors, 
tors, fenefchals, and the like. Now, I fey, 
juick a change, whereby their brethren in a 
ays are become their fubje&s, it would be 
able at lead to hope that the labour, con- 
wit, and fubjeftion, from which they have 
ly efcaped, like a bird out of the fnare of th* 
, might a little incline them to remember 
ndition of thofe who- were but laft week 
equals, probably their companions or their 
s, and poffibly as reafonable expe&antu 

is a known ftory of colonel Tidcomb, who, 
he continued a fubakern officer, was every 
omplaining againft the pride, oppreflion, 
ird treatment of colonels towards their 

yet in a very few minutes after he had re* 
his commiflion for a regiment, walking 
i friend on the Mall, he confefled that the 
of colonelftiip was coming faft upon him, 

fpirit is faid to have daily increafcd to the 
>f his death. 

Is true, the clergy of this kingdom, who» 

are 
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arc promoted to bifhoprics % have always fome greai 
advantages; either that of rich deaneries, opuleni 
and multiplied .re&ories and dignities, ftrong al- 
liances by birth or marriage, fortified by a fu- 
perlative degreeof zeal and loyaky : but however, 
P they were all at firft no more than young begin- 
ners ; and before their great promotion, were 
known by their plain cbriftian names among their 
old companions, the middling rate of clergymen; 
nor could therefore be ft rangers to their condition, 
or with any good grace forget it fo foon, as it 
bath too often happened. 

I confefs, I do not remember to have obferved 
any body of men a&ing with fo little concert, as 
our clergy have done in a point, where their opi- 
nions appeared to be unanimous : a point where- 
in their whole temporal fupport was concerned, 
as well as. their power of ferving God and hi* 
church in their fpiritual functions.. Tbi& had 
beerr imputed to then fear of difobliging,, or hope! 
of further favours upon compliance ^ becaufe i 
was obferved, that fome who appeared at firf 
with the greater! zeal, thought fit fuddenly to ab 
fent thcmfelves from the ufual meetings : yet wi 
know, what expert folicitors the quakers, the dijfen 
tersy and even the papifts have femetimes foun< 
to drive a point of advantage,, or prevent an un 
pending evil. 

I have not feen any extract from the two bill 
introduced by the bifliops into the privy council 
where the clergy, upon fome failure in favoui 
$r through the: tipftOroufaeis cj£ many among triei 
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brethren , were rcfufed to be heard by the coun- 
cil. It feems> thefe bills were both returned, 
agreed to by the king and council in England, 
and the houfe of lords hath with great expedition 
paffed them both ; and it is faid, they are im- 
mediately to be fent down to the commons for their 
confcnt. 

The particulars, as they have been imperfect- 
ly reported to me, are as follow : 

By one of the bills, the biftiops have power to 
oblige the country clergy to build a manfion-houfe 
upon whatever part of their glebes their lordfhipe 
(hall command , and if the living be above 50 1, a 
year, the minifter is bound to build, after three 
years, a houfe that mall coft one year and a half s 
rent of his income. For inftance, if a clergyman 
with a wife and feven children gets a living of 
55 1. per annum, he mud after three years build 
a houfe that ffiall coft 77 1. 10 s. and muft fin>- 
port his family, during, the time the bifhop ihaU 
appoint for the building of it, with the remain- 
der. But if the living be under 50 1. a year, the 
minifter ihall.be allowed 100 1. out of the firft 
fruits. 

But there is (aid to be one circumftance a little 
extraordinary ; that if there be a fingle fpot in 
the glebe more barren, more marfhy, more ex- 
pofed to the winds, more diftant from the church* 
or (keleton of a church, or from any conveniency 
of building ; the re&or or vicar may be obliged, 
by the caprice, or pique of the bifhop, to build, 
under pain of fcqueftration (an office, which 

eves 
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•ever falls into the rnoft knavifh hands) upon ( 
whatever part his lord/hip (hall command; at 
though the farmers have not paid one quarter of 
his dues. 

1 believe, under the prefent diftrefles of the 
kingdom (which inevitably without a miracle 
mud increafe fof ever) there are not ten country 
clergymen in Ireland, reputed to pofiefs a parifc » 
of iool. per annum', who for feme years pad I 
have actually received 60 1.. and that with the ut- ■ 
rnoft difficulty and vexation. I am therefore at \ 
a lbfc, what kind of valuators the btfltopf will , 
make uXcof; and whether tiic ftar*irtg. :w<jr fliall 
be forced to build his bbufe with the mono/ he 
never received. ■ . »!■':■ 

The other bill, which- pafleA in two day© afar 
the former, is faid to concern the dhrifion ef 
parifhes into as many parcels as die bifinp flail 
think fit^ only .tearing 300 L a year to the math* 
church; which 300 h. by: another *i#rpafled fbme 
years ago, they can divide likevhe, and crumhte 
as low a* their wiltaad' pieafure wiUb difprfe them. 
So that, iaftead of fix hundred clergymes, 
which, I think, is the ufual computation, *e 
may have in a finall can) pais o£ years id rrioft a 
many thoufonds ta live with deqerrcjr asdVcoir* 
fort, provide, for their children, be charitable to 
the poor, and maintain hofpitality* 

But it is very reaibnabie to hope, and heartily 
to be wiftied by all thofe, who have the leaft re- 
gard to oar holy religion as hitherto eftablifhcd, 
or to a learned, pious^. diligent convertible ckr- 
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man, or even to common" humanity, that the 
nwurabU ioufe of commons will , in their great wif- 
om, juftice and tendernef6 to innocent men, 
onfider thefe bills in another light. It is faid, 
hey well know this kingdom not to be fo ovcr- 
kocked with neighbouring gentry, but a difcreet 
earned clergyman, with a competency fit for one 
)f his education, may be an entertaining, a ufe- 
hd, and fometimes a neceflary companion : That, 
although fuch a clergyman may not be able con- 
ftantly to find beef and wine for his own family, 
yet he may be allowed fometimes to afford both 
to a neighbour without diftrefling himfelf ; and 
the rather, becaufe he may expeft at lead as 
good a return. It will probably be confidered, 
that in many defolate part6, there may not be 
always a fufficicnt number of perfons considerable 
enough to be trusted with eommijftons of the peace, 
which feveral of the clergy now fupply'much bet- 
ter, than a little, hedge, 'contemptible, illiterate 
near from twenty to fifty pounds a year, the foa 
of a waver, fedlar, taylor, or miller, can be pre-* 
fumed to do. 

The landlords and farmers by this fcheme can 
find no profit, but will certainly be lofers. For 
iffftance, if the large northern livings be fplit into a 
dozen pari&ee or more, it will be very neceflary 
for the little threadbare gewnman, with his wife, 
his pro&or, and every child who can crawl, to 
watch the fields at harveft time for fear of lofing 
a fingle fheaf, which he could not afford under 
peril of a day's ftafving : for, according to the 
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Scotch proverb, a hungry loufe bites fore. Tl 
would of neceffity breed an infinite number 
wrangles*and litigious fuits in the fpiritual couri 
and put the wretched pqftor at perpetual varian 
with his whole parifh. But, as they have hithe 
to flood, a clergyman eftabliflied in a compete 
living, is not under the neceffity of being fo fhar 
vigilant, and exading* On the contrary, it 
well known and allowed, that the clergy rout 
the kingdom think themfelves well treated, 
they lofe only one fingle third of their legal d 
mands. 

The honourable houfe may perhaps be inclin< 
to conceive, that my lords the bijbops enjoy 
ample a power both fpiritual and temporal, 
will fully fuffice to anfwer every branch of the 
office: that they want no laws to regulate tl 
conduct of thofe clergymen, over whom th< 
prefide: that, if non-refidence be a grievanc 
it is the patron's fault, who makes not a bett 
choice, or caufed the plurality: that, if tl 
general, impartial character of perfons chofen in 
the church had been more regarded, and tl 
motive of party y alliance^ kindred^ flatterers^ 

judgement i or per/anal favour regarded lefs, the 
would be fewer complaints of non-refidenc 
want of care, blameable behaviour, or any oth 
part of mifconduft ; not to mention ignorance ai 

Jlupidity. 

I could name certain gentlemen of the-gaco 
whofe awkward, 'fpruce, prim, fneering, ai 
fmirking countenances, the very tone of th< 
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>ices, and ungainly ftrut in their walk, with* 
it one Gngle talent for any one office, have con* 
Wed to get good preferment by the fhere force 
f flattery and cringing : for which two virtues 
the o^ly two virtues they pretend to) they were, 
lowever, utterly unqualified: and whom, if I 
rare in power, although they were my nephews, 
>r had married my nieces, I could never, in point 
>f good conscience or honour, have recommended 
a curacy in Connaught. 

The honourable houfe of commons may likewife 
perhaps confider, that the gentry of this kingdom 
lifFer from all others upon earth, being lefs ca- 
pable of employments in their own country, than 
iny others who come from abroad; and, that 
moft of them have little expectation of providing 
for their younger children otherwife than by the 
church, in which there might be fome hopes of 
getting a tolerable maintenance. For after, the 
patrons fhould have fettled their fons> their #/- 
(Attar, their nieces, their dependents, and their fol* 
iwtrs invited over from "the other fide, there 
sroald ftill remain an overplus of fmaller church 
deferments to be given to fuch clergy of the ha- 
ion, who (hall have their quantum of whatever 
oerit may be then in faftiion. But by thefe bills, 
hey will be all as abfolutely excluded, as il they 
adpafled under the denomination of tones; un- 
lit they can be contented at the utmoft with 50 1. 
year; which by the difficulties of collecting 
rthes in Ireland, and the daily increafing miferies 
F the people, will hardly rife to half that fum. 

Vol. IV. P It 
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It is obferved, that the divines fent over hither 
to govern this church, have not feemed to confider 
the difference between both kingdoms with rc- 
fpe£k to the inferior clergy. As to themfelves in- 
deed, they find a large revenue in lands let at 
one quarter value, which confequently iriuft be 
paid while there is a penny left among us ; and 
the public diftrefs fo little affefts their interefts, 
that their fines are now higher than ever : they 
content themfelves to fuppofe, that whatever a 
parifh is faid to be worth, comes all into the par- 
fin's pocket. 

The poverty of great numbers among the cler- 
gy of England, hath been the continual complaint 
of all men who wifli well to the church, and 
many fchemes have been thought on to redrefs it; 
yet an Englifh vicar of 40 1. a year, lives much 
more comfortably than one of double the value 
in Ireland. His farmers, generally fpeaking, arc 
able and willing to pay him his full dues : he hath 
a decent church of antient (landing, filled every 
Lord's day with a large congregation of plain 
people, well clad, and behaving themfelves as if 
they believed in God and Christ. He hath a 
houfe and barn in repair, a field or two to graze 
his cows, with a garden and orchard. No gueft 
expefts more from him than a pot of ale : he 
lives like an honeft plain farmer, as his wife is 
drefied but little better than goody. He is fome- 
rimes gracioufly invited by the 'fquire; where he 
fits at an humble diftance : if he gets the love of 
his people, they often make ,him little ufeful 
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ts : he is happy by being bora to no higher 
tati'on ; for he is ufually the fon of fome 
iry tradefman, or middling farmer. His 
xig is much of a fize with his birth and edu- 
ij no more of either, than what a poor 
ry fervitor can be expe&ed to bring with him 
his college. It would be tedious to (hew the 
fe of all this in our diflant poorer parifhes 
gh mod parts of Ireland, wherein every 
r may make the comparifon. 
Illy, the honourable houfe of commons may 
ier, whether the fcheme of multiplying beg- 
clergytnen through the whole kingdom, who 
all have votes for choofing parliament men 
ided they can prove their freeholds to be 
1 40 s. per annum , ultra reprifas) may not, by 
numbers, have great influence upon eUBions\ 
\ entirely under the dependence of their bi-> 
For by a moderate computation, after all 
iivifions and fubdivifions of parities, that 
wds the bijbops have power to make by their 
laws, there will, as foon as the prefent fet 
n-gy goes off, be raifed an army of ecclefiafti- 
ilitantS) able enough for any kind of fervice, 
)t that of the altar. ' 

iih indeed in fome concern about a fund for 
ing a thoufand or two churches, wherein 
probationers may read their ivall le5turcs\ 
>egin to doubt they muft be contented with 
r ; which bams will be one great advancing 
towards an accommodation with our truepro- 
it brethren^ the dijfenters. 

V% The 
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The fcheme of encouraging clergymen to 
houfes, by dividing a living of 500 1. a yeai 
ten parts, is a contrivance, the meaning wh 
hath gbt on the wrong fide of my comprehen 
unlefs it may be argued, that bifbops buil 
houfes, becaufe they are fo rich ; and thei 
the inferior clergy will certainly build, if yc 
duce them to beggary. But I knew a verj 
man of quality in England, who could nev 
perfnacfed to keep a fervant out of livery ; be 
fuch fervants would be expenfive, and apt in 
to look like gentlemen ; whereas the others 
ready to fubmit to the bafeft offices, and at a c 
er pennyworth might increafe his retinue* 

I hear, it is the opinion of many, wife 
that before thefe bills pafs both houfes, they fl 
be fent back to England with the folio 
claufes inferted. 

Firft, that whereas there may be about a c 
double bijboprichs in Ireland, thofe btfho^ 
fhould be fplit and given to different per 
and thofe of a (ingle denomination be alfo di 
into two, three, or four parts, as occafion 
require, otherwife there may be a queftion 
ed, whether twenty two prelates can effef 
extend their paternal care, and unlimited p 
for the protection and corre£Hon of fo gi 
number of fpiritual fubjeEls. But this pre 
will meet with fuch furious objeftions, t 
(hall not in 6ft upon it \ for I well rememl 
fyive read, what a terrible fright the frogs we 
upon a report that the fun was going to m; 
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Another claufe mould be, that none of thefe 
twenty, thirty, forty, or fifty pounders may befuf- 
fcred to marry under the penalty of immediate de- 
privation; their marriages declared null y and their 
children baftards : for fome defponding people take 
the kingdom to be in no condition of encouraging 
fo numerous a breed of beggars. 

A third claufe will be neceflary, that thefe hum- 
ble gentry fliould be abfolutely disqualified from 
giring votes in eleBions for parliament men. 

Others add a fourth ; which is a claufe of in- 
dulgence, that thefe reduced divines may be per- 
mitted to follow any lawful ways of living, which 
will not call them too often or too far from their 
fpiritual offices : (for, unlefs I mifapprehend, 
they are fuppofed to have epifcopal ordination.) 
For example ; they may be lappers of linen, bai- 
liffs of the manor : they may let blood, or apply 
platters for three miles round : they may get a 
difpenfation to hold the clerk/hip and fextonjbip of 
their own parifh in commendam. Their wives and 
daughters may make fliirts for the neighbourhood; 
or, if a barrack be near, for the foldiers : in linen 
countries they may card and fpin, and keep a few 
looms ia the houfe : they may let lodgings, and 
fell a pot of ale without doors, but not at home, 
unlefs to fober company, and at regular hours. 
' It is by fome thought a little hard, that in an affair 
of the laft confequence to the very being of the 
clergy in the points of liberty and property, as well 
as in their abilities to perform their duty, this 
whole reverend body, who are the eftablifhed h> 
P 3 ftru&ors 
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ftru&ors of the nation in chriftianity and moral 
virtues, and arc the only perfons concerned, 
fhould be the fole perfons not confulted. Let any 
fcholar mew the like precedent in Chriftendom 
for twelve hundred years paft. An acl: of parlia- 
ment for fettling or felling an eftate in a private 
family is never paflcd, until all parties give con- 
fent. Dut in the present cafe, the whole body of 
the drKgy is, as themfelves apprehend, determi- 
ned to utter ruin, without once expe&ing or afking 
their opinion ; and this by a fcheme contrived 
only by one part of the convocation, while the other 
part, which hath been chofen in the ufual forms, 
wants only the regal permiflion to affemble, and 
confult about the affairs of the church, as their 
predeceffors have always done in former ages: 
where it is prefumed, the tower hwfe hath a power 
of propofing canons and a negative voice, as well 
as the upper. And God forbid (fay thefe objec- 
tors) that there fhould be a real feparate intereft 
between the bifhops and clergy, any more than 
tnere is between a man and his wife, a king and 
his people, or Christ and his church. 

It feems there is a provifion in the bill, that no 
parifh fhall be cut into fcraps without the confent 
of feveral perfons, who can be no fufferers in the 
matter ; but I cannot find that the clergy lay much 
weight on this caution ; becaufe they argue, that 
the very perfons, from whom thefe bills took their 
rife^ will have the greatefl: fhare in the decifion. 

l\do not by any means conceive the crying fin 
of the clergy in this kingdom tpbe that of non-re- 

Jldence. 
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fdence. I am fure, it is many degrees lefs fo here 
than in England * unlefs the pofleffion of plura- 
lities may pafs under that name ; and if this be 
a fault, it is well known to whom it mud be im- 
puted : 1 believe, upon a fair enquiry (and I hear 
an enquiry is to be made) they will appear to be 
moft pardonably few ; efpecially, confidering how 
many parifhes have not an inch of glebe, and how: 
difficult it is upon any reasonable terms to find a 
place of habitation. And therefore, God knows 
whether my lards the bijhops will be foon able to 
convince the clergy, or thofe who have any regard 
for that venerable body, that the chief motive in 
their lordjhips minds, by procuring thefe bills, was 
to prevent the fin of non-reftdence \ while the uni- 
versal opinion of almoft every clergyman in the 
kingdom, without diftin&ion of party, taking 
in even thofe who are not likely to be fuffeiers>. 
ftands dire&ly again ft them. 

If fome livings in the north may be juftl y thought 
too large a compafe of land, which makes it in- 
convenient for the remoter! inhabitants to attend 
the fervice of the church, which in fome inflances 
may be true, no reafonable clergyman would op- 
pofe a proper remedy by particular a&s of parlia- 
ment. 

Thus for inflance, the deattry of Down, a coun r 
try deanryl think without a cathedra^ depending 
wholly upon an union of parifhes joined together in 
a time when the land lay wafte and thinly inha- 
bited; fince thofe circumftances are fo prodi- 
gioufly changed fq{ the better, may properly be 

lefiened, 
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leflened, leaving a decent competency to the a 
and placing reBories in the remaining churc 
which are now ferved only by ftipendiary cur 

The cafe may be probably the fame in o 
parts : and fuch a proceeding difcreetly mana 
would be truly for the good of the church. 

For it is to be obferved, that the dean 
chapter lands, which in England we're all fe 
under the fanatic ufurpation, are things 
known in Ireland, having been long ravii 
from the church by a fucceflion'of confufions, 
tythes applied in their ftead to fupport that ec 
fiaftical dignity. 

The late * archbifbop of Dublin had a very 
ferenf way of encouraging the clergy of 
diocefe to refidence : when a leafe had run 
feven years or more, he ftipulated with the 
nant to refign up twenty or thirty acres to 
minifter of the parifh where it lay conveni 
without leflening his former rent ; and witr 
great abatement of the fine ; and this he di< 
the parts near Dublin, where land is at the hi 
eft rates, leaving a fmall chiefry for the mini 
to pay, hardly a fixth part of the value. I dc 
hot, that almoft every bijbop in the kingdom i 
do the fame generous aft, with lefs damage 
their fees, than his late grace of Dublin, mud 
whofe lands were out in fee-farms, or leafes 
lives ; and I am forry that the good exampL 
fuch a prelate hath not been followed. 

But a great majority of the clergy's frie 

car 

• The right reverend Dr. William Kino. 



two BILLS. 177 



cannot hitherto reconcile thcmfelvcs to this pro- 
ject $ which they call a levelling principle, that 
muft inevitably root out the feeds of all honeft 
emulationj the legal parent of the greateft virtues 
and mod generous a&ions among men 5 hut 
which in the general opinion (for I -do not pre- 
tend to offer my own) will never more have 
room to exert itfelf in the breaft of any clergy* 
man, whom this kingdom (hall produce. 

But, whether the confequences of thefe bills 
may, by the virtues and frailties of future bijhops 
fent over hither to rule the church, terminate in 
good or evil, I {hall not prefume to determine, 
fince God can work the former out of the latter. 

j However, one thing I can venture to affert: 
That from the earlieft ages of chriftianity to the 

; minute I am now writing, there never was a pre- 
cedent of fuch a proceeding, much lefs was it to 
be feared, hoped,' or apprehended from^fuch 
bands in any chriftian country; ancf"fo it Yriay 
pafs for more than n phoenix becauft.it hath ri- 
fcn without any afliftance* fr^m the ajbes of its 
fire. ' ,' % 

The appearance of fo many dijfenters at the 

j hearing of this caufe, is what, I am told, hath not 
been charged to the account of their prudence or 
moderation *, becaufe that a&ion hath been cen- 
fured as a mark of triumph and infult before the 
viilory is complete : fince neither of thefe bills 
hath yet palled the houfe of commons y and fome are 
pleafed to think it not impoffible that they may 

be 
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be * reje&ed. Neither do I hear, that there if 
an enacting claufe in either of the bills to applj 
any part of the divided or fub-divided tythes to- 
wards encreafing the ftipends of the JeBariej. Sc 
that thefe gentlemen feem to be gratified like 
him, who, after having been licked down flairs, 
took comfort, when he faw his friend kicked 
down after him. 

I have heard many more objections againft fe- 
veral particulars of both thefe bills ; but they are 
of fo high a nature, and carry fuch dreadful in- 
nuendoes, that I dare not mention them, refolving 
to give no offence 5 becaufe I well know how ob- 
noxious I have long been (although I conceive 
without any fault of my own) to the zeal and 
principles of thofe, who place all difference in 0- 
pjnion concerning public matters to the fcore of 
difaffe&ion ; whereof I am at leaft as innocent a* 
the loudeft of my detraQors* 

Dublin, Feb. 314th, 
I73I-2- 
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Act of Parliament, to pay off the 
>bbt of the nation, without taxing the fub- 
;£i ; by which the number of landed gentry 
ill be confiderably increafed, and no perfon 
ill be the poorer, or contribute one farthing 
) the charge. * 

Written in the year X733. 

^ H E debts contracted feme years paft for 
the fervice and fafety of the nation, are 
wn fo great, that under our prefent diftreffed 
diiion, by the want of trade, the great remit- 
:es to pay abfintees> regiments ferving abroad* 
many other drains of money well enough 
•wn and felt, the kingdom feerns altogether 
He to difcharge them by the common me- 
is of payment: and either a poll or land tax 
ild be too odious to think of, efpecially the 
er; becaufe the lands, which have been let 
tbefe ten or dozen years paft, were raifed fo 
h, that the owner can at prefent hardly receive 
rent at all. For it is the ufual practice of 
[rifh tenant, rather than want land, to offer 
re for a farm than he knows he can be ever 
; to pay ; and in that cafe he grows defperate, 
pays nothing at all. So that a land tax up- 
on. 

The reader will perceive the following treatifc to be altogt* 
Ironical. 
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on a ricked eftate would be a burthen who 
fupportable. 

The queftion will then be, how thefe n 
debts can be paid ; and how I can mak< 
the feveral particulars of my propofal $ w 
(hall now lay open to the public. 

The revenues of their graces and lordfhi 
archbifhops and bifhops of this kingdom (e 
ing the fines) do amount by a moderate c 
tation to 36,800 1. per ann. ; I mean the 
which the bifhops receive from their te 
But the real value of thofe lands at a full 
taking the feveral fees one with another, i 
koned to be at lead three fourths more ; fc 
multiplying 36,800 1. by 4, the full rent 
the bifhops lands will amount to 147,20c 
ann. ; from which fubtra&ing the prefent re 
ceived by their lordfhips, that is, 36,800 
profits of the lands received by the firft ai 
cond tenants, (who both have great bar 
will rife to the fum of 110,4001. per 
which lands, if they were to be fold at t 
two years purchafe, would raife a fi 
2,428,8001. referving to the bifhops their f 
rents, only excluding fines. 

Of this fum, I propofe, that out of the on 
which amounts to 1,214,4001. fo much 1 
plied, as will intirely difcharge the debts < 
nation; and the remainder be laid up i 
treafury to fupply contingencies, as well 
difcharge fome of our heavy taxes, unt 
kingdom (hall be in a better condition. 
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But, whereas the prefent fet of bifhops would 
be great lofers by this fcheme, for want of their 
fines ; which would be hard treatment to fuch 
religioisy loyal, and deferving perfonages 5 I have 
therefore fet apart the other half to fupply that - 
defeft, which it will more than fufficiently do. 

A bifhop's leafe for the full term is reckoned 
to be worth eleven years purchafe-, but if we' 
take the bifhops round, I fuppofe there may be 
four years of each leafe elapfed ; and many of 
the bifhops being well firicken in years, I cannot 
think their lives round to be worth more than fe- ^ 
Ten years purchafe ; fo that the purchafers may 
very well afford fifteen years purchafe for the re- 
verfion, efpecially by one great additional advan- 
tage, which I (hall foon mention. 
I This fum of 2,428,8001. mud likewife be funk 
i very confiderably ; becaufe the lands are to be 
; fold only at fifteen years purchafe, and this lef- 
fens the fum to about • 1,656,0001. of which I 
! propofe twelve hundred thoufand pounds to be 
applied partly for the payment of the national 
, debt, and partly as a fund for future exigencies ; 

and the remaining 456,000 1. I propofe as a fund 
♦ for paying the prefent fet of bifhops their fines; 
which it will abundantly do, and a great part re- 
main as an addition to the public flock. 

Although the bifhops round do not, in reality, 
receive three fines a-piece, which take up twen- 
ty-one years, yet I allow it to be fo ; but then I 
will fuppofe them to take but one year's rent, in 
recompence of giving them fo large a term of '* 
Vol. IV. life ; 
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life; and thus, multiplying 36,800 by 3, the pro- 
duct will be only 1 10,400 1. fo that above three- 
fourths will remain to be applied to public ufc. 

If I have made wrong computations, I hope to 
be excufed as a ftranger to the kingdom ; which 
I never faw till 1 was called to an employment, 
and yet, where I intend to pafs the reft of my 
days ; but I took care to get the be ft informations 
I could, and from the moft proper perfons ; how- 
ever, the miftakcs I may have been guilty of, 
will very little affect the main of my propofal; 
, although they fliould caufe a difference of one 
* hundred thoufand pounds more or lefs. 

Thefe fines are only to be paid to the bifliop 
during his incumbency in the fame fee : if he 
change it for a better, the purchafers of the va- 
cant fee-lands are to come immediately into pof- 
feffion of the fee he hath left ; and both the bi- 
fliop who is removed, and he who comes- into his 
place, are to have no more fines ; for the remov- 
ed bifhop will find his account by a larger reve- 
nue ; and the other fee will find candidates e- 
now. For the law maxim will here have place 
caveat emptor ; I mean, the perfons who fucceed 
may choofe whether they will accept or no. 

As to the purchafers, they will probably be te 
nants to the fee, who are already in pofTeffion 
and can afford to give more than any other biddei 
I will further explain myfclf. If a perfon al 
ready a bifliop, be removed into a richer fee, l 
mud be content with the bare revenues, withoi 
any fines ; and fo muft he who comes into a b 
• fiiopr 
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fhopric vacant by death : and this will bring the 
matter fooner to bear ; which, if the crown fhall 
think fit to countenance, will foon change the pre- 
fcnt fet of biihops ; and, confequently, encourage 
~purchafers of their lands. For example ; if a 
primate mould die, and the gradation be wifely 
made, almoft the whole fet of biftiops might be 
changed in a month, each to his great advantage, 
although no fines were to be got 5 and thereby 
fa?e a great part of that fum, which I have ap- 
propriated towards fupplying the deficiency of fines. 

Lhave valued the biftiops lands two years pur- 
chafe above the ufual computed rate, becaufe 
-thofe lands will have a fandtion from the king 
and council in England, and be confirmed by an 
ad of parliament here: befides, it is well known, 
that higher prices are given every day for worfe - 
\ lands, at the remoteft diftances, and at rack- 
rents, which I take to be occafioned by want of 
trade: when there are few borrowers, and the 
little money in private hands lying dead, there is 
no other way to difpofe of it, but in buying of 
land; which, confequently, makes the owners 
bid it fo high. 

Befides paying the nation's debts, the fale of 
thefe lands would have many other good effe&s 
k upon the nation. It will confiderably increafe 
the number of gentry, where the biftiops tenants 
ve not able or willing to purchafe ; for the lands 
will afford an hundred gentlemen a good revenue 
to each : feveral perfons from England will pro- 
hably be glad to come over hiiher, and be the 
Q^2 buyers, 
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buyers, rather than give thirty years purchafe at 
home, under the loads of taxes for the public and 
the poor, as well as repairs : by which means, 
much money may be brought among us 5 and, 
probably, fome of the purchafers themfelves may 
be content to live cheap in a worfe country, ra- 
ther than be at the charge of exchange and a- 
gencies ; and perhaps of non-folvencics in abfence, 
if they let their lands too high. 

This propofal will alfo multiply farmers, when 
the purchafers will have lands in their own power 
to give long and eafy leafes to induftrious huf- 
bandmen. 

I have allowed fome bifhoprics, of equal in- 
come, to be of more or lefs. value to the pur- 
chafer, according as they are circumftanced. For 
inftance, the lands of the primacy, and fome 0- 
ther fees, are let fo low, that tbey hardly pay a 
fifth penny of the real value to the bifhop, and 
there the fines are the greater. On the contra- 
ry, the fees of Meath and Clonfert, confiding, at 
I am told, much of tithes, thofe tithes are annual- 
ly let to the tenants without any fines. So the 
fee of Dublin is faid to have many fee-farms, 
which pay no fines ; and , fome leafes for lives, 
which pay very little, and not fo foon, nor fo duly. 

I cannot but be confident, that their graces 
my lords the archbifhops, and my lords the bi- 
fliops, will heartily join in this propofal, out of 
gratitude to his late and prefent Majefty, the befl 
of kings, who* have beftowed en them fuch high 
and opulent ftations 5 as well as in pity to thi; 

country 
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country, which is now become their own ; where- 
by they will be inftrumental towards paying the 
nation's debts, without impoveriftiing themfelves ; 
enrich an hundred gentlemen as well as free 
them from dependency ; and thus remove that 
envy, which is apt to fall upon their graces and 
lordftiips from confiderable perfons, whofe birth 
and fortunes rather qualify them to be lords of 
manors,- than fervile dependents upon church- . . 
men, however dignified or diflinguifhcd. 

If I do not flatter myfelf, there could not be 
any law more popular than this. For, the im- 
mediate tenants to bifhops, being fome of them % 
perfons of quality* and good eftates, and more of 
them grown up to be gentlemen, by the profits 
of thefe very leafes, under a fuccefiion of bifhops, 
think it a difgrace to be fubjedt both to rents ami 
fines, at the pleafure of their landlords. Then, 
the bulk of the tenants, efpecially the dfflenters, 
who are our true loyal proteftant brethren, look 
upon it both as an unnatural and iniquitous 
thing, that bifhops mould be owners of land at 
all, (wherein I beg leave to differ from them) 
being a point fo contrary to the practice of the 
apoftles, whofe fucceflbrs they are deemed to be ; 
and who, although they were contented that lamt 
fhould be fold for the common ufc of the bre- 
thren, yet would not buy it themfelves ; but had 
it laid at their feet, to be difiributed to poor pro- 
felytes. 

1 will add one word more, that, by fuch a 
wholefome law, all the oppreflions felt by unden- 

tenants 
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tenants of church leafes, which arc no\i 
the bifhops, would entirely be prevented, 
graces and lordfliips confenting to ha 
lands fold for payment of the nation's de 
ftrving only the prefent rent for their o\ 
tiful and honourable fupport. 

I beg leave to add one particular : Ths 
heads of a bill (as I find the ftyle run 
kingdom) (hall be brought in, for form 
propofal into a law, I mould humbly of 
there might be a power given to every 
except thofe who re fide in Dublin, for ; 
one hundred acres of profitable land, 
ncareft his palace, as a demefne for th 
nience of his family. 

I know very well, that this fcheme ha 
much talked of for fome time part, and 
thoughts of many patriots : neither was 
perly mine$ although I fell readily into i 
it was flrft communicated to me. 

Although I am almoft a perfeft ftrange 
kingdom ; yet, fince I have accepted an 
ment here of fome confequence, as well 2 
I cannot but think myfelf in duty bound 
fult the intereft of people, among whon 
been fo well received. And, if I can be 
inftrumental towards contributing to rec 
excellent propofal into a law, (which, b 
in the lead injurious to England, will, I 
fident, meet with no oppofition from t 
my fincere endeavours to ferve this chu 
kingdom, will be well rewarded. 
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AN EXAMINATION 



Certain Abuses, Corruptions, and Enor- 
mities, in the city of Dublin. 



OTH1NG is held more commendable in all 



great cities, efpecially the metropolis of 
a kingdom, than what the French call the police: 
by which word is meant the government thereof, 
to prevent the many diforders occafioned by great 
numbers of people and carriages, efpecially through 
narrow ftreets. Irr this government, our famous 
city of Dublin is faid to be very defe&ive, and 
imiverfally complained of. Many wholefome 
laws have been ena&ed to correct thofe abufes, 
but are ill executed ; and r/iany more are want- 
ing, which 1 hope the united wifdom of the nation 
(whereof fo many good effefts have already ap- 
peared this feflion) will foon take into their pro- 
found confideration. 

As I have been always watchful over the good 
of mine own country, and particularly for that of 
our renowned city, where (abfit itividia)! had the 
honour to draw rriy firft breath ; I cannot have a 
minute's eafe or patience to forbear enumerating 
fome of the greateft enormities, abufes, and cor- 
ruptions fpread almoft through every part of Dub- 
lin ; and propofing fuch remedies, as I hope the 
legiflaturc will approve of. 



O F 



Written in the year 173*. 




The 



i88 An EXAMINATION of ABUSES, 



The narrowcompafs, to which I have co 
myfelf in this paper, will allow me only to 
the mod important dcfe&s; and fuch as 1 
feem to require the moft fpeedy redrefs. 

And firfl: Perhaps there was "never kn 
wifer inftitution, than that of allowing < 
perfons of both fexes in la"rge and populous 
to cry through the (beets many necefTaries c 
it would be eiidlefs to recount the conveni< 
which our city enjoys by this ufeful invei 
and particularly flrangers forced hither by 
nefs, who refide here but a ftiort time : for 
having ufually but little money, and being 
ly ignorant of the town, might at an eafj 
purchafe a tolerable dinner, if the feveral 
would pronounce the names of the goods 
have to fell in any tolerable language, 
therefore, until our law-makers {hall think 
per to interpofe fo far, as to make thofe t 
pronounce their worcls in i'uch terms, that ; 
chriftian hearer may comprehend what is 
I would advife all new comers to look out a 
garret windows, and there fee whether the 
that is cried be tripes , or flummery, butter-rr> 
cow-heels. For as things are now managed 
is it poflible for an honeft country man ji 
rived, to find out what is meant, for inftan 
the following words, with which his ears ar 
ftantly ftunned twice a day, muggs, jug^ 
porringers, up in the garret and doivn in i 
Ian I fay, how is it poflible for any (Iran 
underftandj that this jargon is meant as ai 
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tation to buy a Earthing's worth of miJk for his 
breakfaft or fupper, unlcfs hiscuriofity draws him 
to the window, or until his landlady ftiall inform 
him ? I produce this only as one inftance among 
a hundred much worfe, I mean, where the words 
make a found wholly inarticulate, which give fo 
much disturbance, and fo little information. 

The affirmation folemnly made in the cry of 
herrings is dircfUy agaxnft all truth and probabi- 
lity j herrings alive, alive here ; the very proverb 
will convince us of this ; for what is more fre- 
quent in ordinary fpeech, than to fay of fome 
neighbour for whom the palling- bell rings, that 
be is dead as a herring* And pray how is it pof- 
flble, that a herring, which, zsphi/o/ophers obferve, 
cannot live longer than one minute three feconds 
and a half out of water, fhould bear a voyage ia 
open boats from Howth to Dublin, be tofled in- 
to twenty hands, and prcferve its life in fieves for 
ieveral hours? nay, we have witnefles ready to 
produce, that many thousands of thefe herrings, 
fo impudently afierted to be alive, have been a 
day and a night upon dry land. But this is not 
the worft. What can we think of thofe impious 
wretches, who dare in the face of the fun vouch 
the very fame affirmative of their Jalmon, and cry 
falmon alive, alive ; whereas, if you call the wo> 
man who cries it, fhe is not afhamed to turn back 
her mantle, and fhew you this individual Jalmon 
cut into a dozen pieces. I have given good ad* 
vice to thefe infamous difgracers of their fex and 
calling* without the lcaft appearance of remorfe, 

and 
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and fully againft the con vision of their own con- 
fciences; I have mentioned this grievance "to Se- 
veral of our parifli minifiers ; but all in vain ; fo 
that it muft continue, until the government (hall 
think fit to interpofe. 

There is another rry, which from the ftri&eft 
obfervation I can make, appears to be very mo- 
dern, and it is that of * fwect hearts ; and is plain- 
ly intended for a reflection upon the female fex; 
as if there were at prefent fo great a dearth of 
lovers, that the women, inftead of receiving pre- 
fent s from men, were now forced to offer money 
to purchafe fweet hearts. Neither am I fure, that 
this cry doth not glance .at fome difafFe£Hon a- 
gainft the government \ infinuating, that while 
lb many of our troops are engaged in foreign fer- 
vice, and fuch a great number of our gallant of- 
ficers conftantly refide in England, the ladies are 
forced to take up with. parfons and atUrnies s but 
this is a moft unjuft reflection, as may loon, be 
proved by any perfon that frequents the oaftltj our 
public walks, our balls and aflemblies ; where the 
crowds of f toupees were never known to fwarm 
as they do at prefent. 

There is a cry peculiar to this city, which I do 
not remember to have been ufed in London ; or 
at leaft, not in the fame terms that it hath been 
prattifed by both parries, during each of their 
power, but very unjuftty by the tories. While 

thefe' 

* A fort of fugar cakes in the (hape of hearts. ' 

f A new name of a modern periwig with a long black tail, 

and for its owner; now in fafiuon, Dec. I. 1733. 
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thefe were -at the helm, they grew daily more and 
more impatient to put all true nvhigs and Hano* 
verians out of employments : to effect which, they 
hired certain ordinary fellows with large bafkets 
on their flioulders to call aloud at every houfe, 
dirt U carry out ; giving that denomination to our 
whole party ; as if they would fignify, that the 
kingdom could never be cleanfed, until we were 
Jwept from the earth like rubbijh. But fince that 
happy turn of times, when we were fo miraculoujly 
preferred by juft an inch from popery, Jlavery, maf- 
faere, and the pretender^ I muft own it is prudence 
in us ftill to go on with the fame cry; which hath 
ever fince been fo effectually obferved, that the 
true political dirt is wholly removed, and, thrown 
on its proper dunghills, there to corrupt and be 
no more heard of. 

But to proceed to other enormities : Every pcr- 
fon, who walks the flreets, muft needs obferve an 
immenfe number of human excrements at the* 
doors and fteps of wafte houfes, and at the fides 
of every dead wall ; for which the difaffe&ed par-, 
ty hath affigned a very falfe and malicious caufe : 
they would have it, that thefe heaps were laid 
there privately by Britifti fundaments to make the 
world believe, that our Irifli vulgar do daily eat 
and drink 5 and confequently, that the clamour 
of poverty among us muft be falfe, proceeding 
only from Jacobites and papijls. They would con- 
firm this by pretending to obferve, that a Britifh 
anus being more narrowly perforated than one of 
our own country, and many of thefe excrements, 

upon 
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Upon aftri&view, appearing copple crowned with 
a point like a cone or pyramid, are eafily diftin- 
guifhed from the Hibernian, which lie much flat* 
ter and with lefs continuity. I communicated 
this conje&ure to an eminent phyfician, who is 
well verfed in fuch profound fpeculations -> and at 
my requeft was pleafed to make trial with each of 
his fingers, by thrufling them into the amisol fe- 
veral perfons of both nations, and profefled he 
could find no fuch difference between them as ; 
thofe ill difpofed people alledge. On the contra- j 
ry, he aflured me, that much the greater number >. 
of narrow cavities were of Hibernian origin. This I 
I only mention, to (hew how ready the Jacobites ' 
are to lay hold of any handle to exprefs their ma- 
lice againft the government. I had almoft forgot 
to add, that my friend the phyfician could, by 
fmelling each finger, diflinguifti the Hibernian 
excrement from the Britifh, and was not above 
twice miftaken in an hundred experiments ; upon 
which he intends very foon to publiQi a learned 
diiTertation. 

There is a diverfion in this city, which ufually 
begins among the butcbgrs ; but is often continued 
by a fucceflion of other people through, many 
ftreets •, it is called the COSSING of a dog; and 
I may juftly number it among our corruptions. 
The ceremony is thus : A ftrange dog happens to 
pafs through a flefli-market ; whereupon an ex- 
pert butcher immediately cries in a loud voice, 
and the proper tone, cofs y cofs, feveral times. 
The fame word is repeated by the people. The 

dog, 
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dog, who perfe&ly underftands the terms of ni t, 
and confequently the danger he is in, immediate- 
ly flics. The people and even his own brother 
animals purfue : the purfuit and cry attend -him 
perhaps half a mile ; he is well worried in his 
flight ; and fometimes hardly efcapes. This ov.r 
illwifhers of the Jacobite kind. are pleafe*d to call 
iperfecution ; and affirm, that it always falls' up* 
on dogs of the tory principle. But we can- well 
defend ourfelves, by juftly alledging, that when 
they were uppermoft, they treated our dogs full as 
inhumanly. As to my own part, who have iri 
former times often attended thefe procejjions, al- 
though I can very well diftinguifh between a whig 
and tory dog 9 yet I never carried my refentment 
▼ery far from a party principle, except it were* a- 
gainft certain malicious dogs, who mod difcovered 
theirenmity againft us in the ivorj} of times *. And 
I remember too well, that in the wicked miniftry 
of the Earl of Oxford, a large maftiff of our party 
being unmercifully cojfed, ran without thinking 
between my legs, as I was coming up Fifliamble 
Greet ; and, as I am of low ftatuie, with very fhort 
legs, bore me riding backwards down thehill fof 
above two hundred yards :^md although I made 
life of his tail for a bridle, holding it fafl with 
both my hands, and clung my legs as clofe to his 
fides as I could yet we both came down toge- 
ther into the middle of the kennel ; where after 
rowling three or four times over each other, I 
Vol. IV. R got 

* A cant word ufed by the Whigs for the four laft years of 
Veen Anne's reign, 'during the Sail of Oxford's rainiftry. 
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got up with much ado amidft the fliouts and hoz* 
zas of a thoufand malicious Jacobites. *1 cannot 
indeed but gratefully acknowledge, that for this, 
and many other fervices and fitfferings ^ I nave 
been fince more than over-paid. 

This adventure may perhaps have put me but 
of love with the diverfion of coJ[tng> which t con- 
fefs myfelf an enemy to, unlefs we could always 
be fure of diftinguifliing Ury dogs ; whereof great 
numbers have fince been fo prudent, as entirely 
to change their principles, and are how juftlye- 
ileemed the beft worriers of their former friends. 

I am allured, and partly know, that ail the 
chimney-fweepers boys, where members of par- 
liament chiefly lodge, are hired by our enemies to 
fculk in the tops of chimnies with their heads no 
higher than will jufl permit them to look round ; 
and at the ufual hours when members are going 
to the houfe, if they fee a coach (land near the 
lodging of any loyal member, they call coaeh, 
coach, as loud as they can bawl, juft at the in- 
ftant when the footman begins to give the fame 
call. And this is chiefly done on thofe days, 
when any point of importance is to be debated. 
This practice may be of very dangerous confe- 
rence \ for thefe boys are all hired by enemies 
to the government : and thus by the abferice of a 
few members for a few minutes, a cjueftion may 
be carried againft the true intereji of the king- 
dom, and very probably not without an eye to- 
wards the pretender. 

I have 

f Sec the apology for the Talc of a Twb, Vol. I 
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I have not obferved the wit and fancy of this 
town fo much empjoyed in any one article, as 
that of contriving yariety of figns to hang over 
hpufiss where punch is to be fold. The bowf is 
reprefented full of punch, the ladle ftands ere^t 
ip the middje^ fupported fometimes by one and 
fqmetimes by two animals, whofe feet reft uppn 
the edge qf the bowl. Thefe animals are fome- 
lim^s on$ black lion, and fQmetimes a couple ; 
foq^timw a fingie eagl£, a^id fometimes a fpr,ea<I 
one ^ ajid we often meet a crow, a fwan, a bear, 
or a qock, in the lame pofture. 

Now, I cannot find how any of thefe animals, 
citjie? fenarate or in conjun&ion,^ are, properly 
fpeal^i^g, fit emblems or embelli foments to ad- 
vance, the fale of punch. Befides, it is agreed a- 
mong naturaliftsy that no brute can endure the 
tajie o£ ftrong liquor, except where he hath been 
uftd %o. it from his infancy ; and consequently it 
i& againft all the rules of hieroglyph to aflign thofe 
animals as patrons or prote&ors of punch. Fof 
in that cafe, we ought to fuppofe, that the hoft 
teens always ready the real bird or heart, where- 
of tne pi&ure hangs over his door, to entertain 
his gu^fts ; which however to my knowledge is 
not true; in fadl ; not one of thofe birds being a 
proper companion for a chriftian> as to aiding and 
aflifiing in making the punch. For as they are 
drawn upon the ijgn, they are much more likely 
to mute, or (lied their feathers into the liquor. 
Then as to the bear, he is too terribJe, awkward, 
aju4 flpvenly a companion to convcrfe with 5 nei- 
K. z. thcr 
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ther are any of them all handy enough to fill li- 
quor to the company : I do therefore vehemently 
fufpett np/ot intended againft the government by 
thefe devices. For although the fpfead eagle be 
the arms of Germany, upon which account it 
may poflibly be a lawful proteftant fign ; yet I, 
who am very fufpicious of fair out (ides in a mat- 
ter which fo nearly concerns our welfare, can- 
not but call to mind, that the pretenders wife is 
faid to be of German birth ; and that many popijb 
princes in fo vaft an extent of land, are reported 
to excel both at making and drinking punch : be- 
Fides, it is plain, that the fpread eagle exhibits to 
us the perfect figure of a crofs ; which is a badge 
of popery. Then as to the cock, he is well known 
to reprcfent the French nation, our old and dan- 
gerous enemy. The /wan, who mud of neceffity 
cover the entire bowl -with his wings, can be no 
other than the Spaniard, who endeavours to en- 
grofs nil the treafures of the Indies to himfelf. 
The lion is indeed the common emblem of royal 
power, as well as the arms of England ; but to 
paint him in black, is perfect Jacobitifm, and 2 
manifeft type of thofe who blacken the a£Hons oj 
the beft princes. It is hot eafy to diflinguifli 
whether that other fowl painted over the punch- 
howl be a crow or a raven. It is true, they- hav( 
both been ominous birds : but I rather take it tc 
be the former \ becaufe it is the difpofition of ; 
c row to pick out the eyes of other creatures ; <an< 
often even of chrijltans, after they are dead \ anc 
}s therefore drawn here with a defign to put th< 

Jacobite^ 
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Jacobites in mind of their old praflice, firft to 
lull as afleep (which is an emblem of death) and 
then to blind our eyes, that we may not fee their 
dangerous pra&ices againil the ftate. 

To fpeak my private opinion : The leaft offen- 
fi?e pifture in the whole fet,feems to be the bear ; 
becaufe he reprefents urfa major , or the great 
bear, who prefides over the north, where the re- 
formation firft began ; and which, next to Britain 
(including Scotland and the north of Ireland) is 
the great prote&or of the true protejlant religion. 
But however, in thofe figns, where I obferve the 
bear to be chained, I cannot help furmifing a Ja- 
cobite contrivance ; by which thefe traitors hint 
an earned defire of ufing all true ivhigs, as their 
prcdeceffors did the primitive chriflians \ I mean, 
to reprefent us as bears, and then halloo their 
tory-dogs to beat us to death. 

Thus I have given a fair account of what I 
diflike in all the figns fet over thofe houfes that 
invite us to punch. I own, it was a matter that 
did not need explaining, being fo very obvious to 
common underftanding ; yet I know not how it 
happens, but methinks there feems a fatal blind- 
nefs to ovcrfpread our corporal eyes, as well as 
our intelle&ual ; and I heartily \vi(h, I may be 
found a falfe prophet : for thefc are not bare 
fufpicions, but manifeft demon ftrations. 

Therefore, away with thefe popi/h Jacobites^ 
and idolatrous gew-gaws. And I heartily wifh 
a law were enafted under fevere penalties againfl 
drinking punch at all ; for nothing is eafier, than 
R 3 to 
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to prove it a difaffe&ed liquor ; the chief ingre- 
dients, which are, brandy , oranges y and lemons y tot 
all fent us from popj/h countries % and nothing re- 
mains of proteftatit growth, but fugar and water* 
For as to bifcuit, which formerly was held a ne- 
ceflary ingredient, and is truly Ikitjih, we find it 
is entirely rejeSed. 

But I will put the truth of ray aflertion pall 
all doubt : I mean, tliat this liquor is* by one im- 
portant innovation, grown of ill example, and 
dangerous coniequence to the public. It is well 
known, that by the true original inftitution of 
making punch, left us by captain Ratcliff, the 
fharpnefs is only occafioncd by the juice of le- 
mons ; and fo continued until after the happy re- 
volution. Orangesy alas 1 are a mere innovation* 
and in a manner but of yeflerday. It was the po- 
litics of Jacobites to introduce them gradually i 
and to what intent ? The thing fpeaks itfelf. It 
was cunningly to fhew their virulence againft his 
facred majefty king William of ever glorious and 
immortal memory. But of late (to (hew how fall 
difloyalty encreafeth) they caroefromone to two* 
and then to three oranges ; nay, at prefent we 
often find punch made all with oranges, and not 
one fingle lemon. For the Jacobites,, before the 
death of that immortal prince, had, by a fuperfti* 
tion, formed a private prayer, that as they* 
fqueezed the orange, fo might that protejlant king, 
be fqueezed to death \ according to the known 
for eery defcribed by Virgil ; 
Linius ut hie durefcit^ et hac ut ccra liquefcit, 

And 
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And thus the Romans, when they Sacrificed an 
ox, ufcd this kind of prayer : As I ktwk down 
this ok, fo wafjl thou, Jupiter / knack down our 
tuemies* In like manner, after king William's 
death, whenever a Jacobite fqueezed an orange, he 
had a mental eurfe upon the glorious memory* and 
a hearty wifti for power to fquee%e all his ma- 
jelly's friends to death, as he fqueezed that orange, 
which bore one of his titles, as he was prince of 
Orange. This I do affirm for truth, many of 
that fa&ion having confeffed it to mc under an 
v*h <tf fa* e *h which however I thought it my 
duty not to keep, when I faw my dear country ijx 
danger. But what better can be expe&ed froirv 
an impious fet of men, who never feruple to drink 
confusion to all true proteflants under the 
name of whig ? A moil unchriftian and inhu- 
man pra£Uce \ which to our great honour and cow~ 
fort was never charged Upon us* ev*u by our mo/l 
malicious detractors. 

The Cgn of two angels hovering u* the air, an<£ 
with their right hand fupporting a enwn, is t 
with in feveral parts of this city ; and hath often 
given me great offence ; for, whether by the un- 
fkilfulnefs or dangerous principles of the painters, 
(although I have good reafons to fufpeft the lat- 
ter) thofe angels are ufually drawn with £u$h 
horrid, or indeed rather diabolical countenance/^ 
that they give great offence to every loyal eye* 
and equal caufe of triumph to the Jacobite* being 
a mod infamous refle&ion upon our able and ex- 
cellent miniHr^ 

I now 
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I now return to that great enormity of city 
cries; moft of which we have borrowed from 
London. I (hall confider them only in apolitical 
view, as they nearly affeft the peace and fafety 
of both kingdoms; and having been originally 
contrived by wicked Machiavels to bring in 
popery, Jlavery, and arbitrary power, by defeating 
the protejlant fucceffion, and introducing the ai ^ 
pretender, ought in juftice to be here laid open to win: 
the world. ' kjr 

About two or three months after the happy ufc 
revolution, all perfons who poffefled any employ- Us 
ment or office, in church or ftate, were obliged w 
by aft of parliament to take the oaths to king Kr 
William and queen Mary : and a great number kt 
of difaffe&ed perfons refufing to take the faid * c 
oaths, from a pretended fcruple of confeience, but / 
really from a fpirit of popery and rebellion, they * 
contrived a plot to make the fwearing to thofe J 
princes odious in the eyes of the people. To 
this end, they hired certain women of ill fame, 
but loud (brill voices, under pretence of felling 
fifh, to go through the ftreets with fieves on 
their heads, and cry, buy my foul, buy my foul; 
plainly infinuating, that all thofe, who fwore to 
king William, were juft ready to fell their fouls 
for an employment. This cry was revived at 
the death of queen Anne, and, I hear, ftill conti- 
nues in London with much offence to all true 
protejlants ; but to our great happinefs, feems to 
be almoft dropt in Dublin. 

But becaufe I al together contemn the difplea- 

fuxc 
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fare and refentment of high-flyers, tories 3 and Ja- 
cobites, whom I look upon to be worfe even than 
profeft papifts, I do here declare, that thofe evils 
which I am going to mention, were all brought 
in upon us in the worft of times, under the late 
earl of Oxford's adminiftration, during the four 
laft years of Queen Anne's reign. That wicked 
minifler was univerfally known to be a papifl in his 
heart *. He was of a mofl avaricious nature , a fid 
is faid to have died worth four millions fterl. befides 
his vafl expence in building, flatues, plate, jewels, 
and other coflly rarities. He was of a mean obfeure 
Urth, from the very dregs of the people ; and fo il- 
literate, that he could hardly read a paper at the 
council table. I forbear to touch on his open, pro- 
fane, profligate life ; becaufe I defire not to rake in- 
to the ajhes of the dead : and therefore, I Jhall ob- 
ferve this wife maxim, De mortuis nil nifi bonum. 

This flagitious man, in order to compafs his 
black defigns, employed certain wicked inftru- 
ments (which great ftatefmen are never without) 
to adapt feveral London cries, in fuch a manner 
as would beil anfwer his ends. And, whereas it 
was, upon good grounds, grievoufly fufpeded, 
that all places at court were fold to the higheft 
bidder ; certain women were employed by his e- 
muTaries, to carry fijh in baikets on their heads, 
and bawl through the ftreets, buy my fre/h places. 
I muft indeed own, that other women ufed the 
fame cry, who were innocent of this wicked de- 

fign, 

• The author's meaning is juft contrary to the literal fenfe La 
ike character of Lord Oxford. Haivkcf 
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fign» and really fold fi£h of that 4enQrn4natiQS> ! 
to get an honed livelihood ; but the rqft,. whq | 
were in the fecret, although they carried, fijk h 
their ficves or bafkets, to fave appearanQea, yej 
they had likewife a certain fign> fprn£w.ha£ rc- 
fembling that of the fref-mafens,. which- thfi pur«? 
chafers of places knew well enough,, and w.w di* 
recked by the women w,h«Jicr they we/e tQ re.- 
fort and make their purchafe. And* I r«mem» 
ber very well, how oddly it lpQksd* wh^n. w* Qb- 
fqrved many gentlemen faejy freffeci abpufc tfc 
court-end of the town, and. a$ fa* as York-t^Uii- 
inga, where the lQr4-tr$afurei; Oxford dwej^ 
calling the women who qricd buy myfre/b $a&t\ 
and talking to them in the. corner- of a. frett^ y&- 
til they underftood^ eac.H other's figr& Cut, ^e 
ne^cr could obferve, that anj fiQ* w^§ bougbu 

Sorn^e yeajs. be/or.e tb# qcie* Uft ige 4 niiQn£4t 
the (Juke q{ §avoy waj re.pojtcj, (■<?. b V$ «ytde 
certain ov$r*in*e$ tp *hf Cftitft; of En^Jftfcd^ f«r 
admitting hi* eWe.ft.fon; by ft* duJK&*& of Or- 
leans/ dau^cr^ to (ucseedt tq tl|e-c(QW9*Mt9aff 
bcir* upon the pretenfer't feeing t^fiS^Ar% W?4 
that fon was in?w.o<&ate^ tp turn, prot^/fanf. ft 
wag confidently reported, that jjrea.t numbers pf 
people ctf &.ffe#ed tq the tfcen. Ulujrm^ but PQV 
rojfl/ houfe of HanovQr^ \^re in, thofe rojeaXure^ 
Whereupon another fa of wqrn^n wer,e hjjrf c} by 
the Jacobite leaders, to cry through the w.^plf 
town x buy my Savoys* datt^y Savoys^ curious Sa- 
voys. But I cannot dire£Hy charge the late earl 
of' Oxford with this con/piracy^ becaufe he was 
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tot then chigf miriifter. However, this wicked 
try ftill continues in Lbniioh, and was brought 
ditr hither, where it remains to this day ; and 
is, in my humble opinion, a Very offenfive found 
to 'every trufe proUjtant, who is old enough to re- 
member tJiofe dangtroits times. 

During the miniftry df that corrupt and Ja- 
Mte earl above mentioned, the fecret pernicious 
icGgn of thofe in power, *ras to fell Flancters to 
France: the confequencfe of which mud have 
been, the infallible ruin of the States-general, 
arid would have opened the way for France to 
bbtain that univerfal monarchy, they have fo long 
aimed at ; to which the Britifti dominions mud, 
next after Holland, have been compelled to fub- 
mit, ^whereby the protejldnt religion would be 
rooted out of the world. 

A defign of this vaft importance, after long 
confutation among the Jacobite grandees, with 
the earl of Oxford at their head, was at laft de- 
termined to be carried on by the fame method 
with the former : it was therefore again put in 
praftice; but the conduct of it was chiefly left to 
chofen men, whofe voices were louder and ftrong- 
cr than thofe of the other fex : and upon this oc- 
caflon was firft inftituted in London that famous 
cry of Flounders. But the criers were parti- 
cularly directed to pronounce the word flaunders* 
and not flounders. For the country, which we 
now by corruption call Flanders, is, in its true 
orthography, fpelt founders, as may be obvious to 
all who read old ; Englifli books. 1 fay, from 

hence 
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hence begun that thundering cry, which hath e- 
ver fince dunned the cars of all London, made 
fo many children fall into fits, and women mif- 
Carry come buy my frejh flaunders, curious Saun- 
ders, charming flaunders, alive, alive, ho ; which 
laft words am, with no propriety of fpeech, be 
applied to fifh manifeftly dead, (as I obferved be- 
fore in herrings and falmoti) but very juftly to ten 
provinces, containing many millions of living 
Chriflians. But the application is ftill clofer, 
when we confider, that all the people were to be 
taken like fijhes in a net ; and by afliftance of the 
pope, who fets up to be the univerfal fijherof men, 
the whole innocent nation was, according to our 
common expreffion, to be laid as fiat as a flounder* 
I remember, myfclf, a particular crier of floun- 
ders in London, who arrived at fo much fame for 
the loudnefs of his voice, as to have the honour 
of being mentioned upon that account in a co- 
medy. He hath disturbed me many a morning, 
before he came within fifty doors of my lodging: 
and although I were not in thofe days fo fully 
apprized of the defigns, which our common ene- 
my had then in agitation, yet I know not how, 
by a fecret impulfe, young as I was, I could not 
forbear conceiving a ftrong diflike againft the fel- 
low ; and often faid to myfelf, This cry feems to 
be forged in the Jefuits fchool : alas, poor England ! 
/ am grievoufly miflaken, if there be not fome popifli 
plot at the bottom. I communicated my thoughts 
to an intimate friend, who reproached me with 
being too vifionary in my fpeculations : but it 

proved 
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^flroved afterwards that Iconje&ured right. And 
I have fince refle&ed, that if the wicked faftion 
fcould hare procured only a thoufand men of as 
itrong lungs as the fellow I mentioned, none can 
-fell how terrible the confequences might have 
t>een, not only to thefe two kingdoms, but over 
all Europe, by felling Flanders to France. And 
yet thefe cries continue unpunimed both in Lon- 
don and Dublin ; although, I confefs* not with 
«qual vehemency or loudnefs ; becaufe the reafoft 
for contriving this defperate plot, is# to our great 
felicity, wholly ceafed. 

It is well known, that the majority of the Bri- 
liQi houfe of commons, in the laft years of qifeen 
Anne's reign, were, in their hearts, dire&ly op- 
pofite to the earl of Oxford's pernicious mea- 
fures ; which put him under the neceffity of brib- 
ing them with falaries. Whereupon he had a- 
.gain recourfe to his old politics. And accord- 
ingly his emiffaries were very bufy in employing 
xxrtain artful women, of no good life and con- 
verfation (as was proved before juftice * Peyton) 
to cry that vegetable commonly called fellery 
through the town. Thefe women differ from 
the common criers of that herb by fame private 
mark, which I could never learn \ but the mat- 
ter was notorious enough, and fufficiently talk- 
ed of ; and about the fame period was the cry of 
^Jittery brought over into this kingdom. But fince 
there is not, at this prefent, the lead occafion to 
Vol. IV. S fufpeft 

* A famous whig juftice in thofc times. 
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fufpeft the loyalty of our criers upon that article, . 
I am content that it may ftill be. tolerated. 

I (hall mention but one cry more, which hath , 
any reference to politics ; but is, indeed, of all o- , 
thers, the mod infolent, as well as treafonable, , 
under our prefent happy cftablifhraent, I mean 
that of turnups ; not of turnips, according to the \ 
beft orthography, but ahfolutely turnups. Al- : 
thpugh the cry be of an older date than fome of 
the preceding enormities ; for it began foon after 
the revolution; yet was it never known to arrive at 
fo great a height, as during the carl of Oxford's 
power. Some people (whom I take to be pri- 
vate enemies) are indeed as ready as myfelf, to 
profefs their difapprobation of. this cry, on pre- 
tence, that it began by the contrivance of certain 
old procurefles, who. kept houfes of ill fame, 
where lewd women met to draw young men in- 
to vice. And this they pretend to prove, by fome. 
words in the cry ; becaufe, after (he crier had 
bawled out turnups, ho, buy my dainty turnups, h,e 
would fometimes add the two following ver/es : 

Turn up the mijtrefs, and turn up the maid, 
Turn up the daughter, and be not afraid. 

This, fay fome political fophifls, plainly (hews, 
that there can be nothing farther meant in fo in- 
famous a cry, than an invitation to lcwdnefs ; 
which, indeed, ought to be feverely. puaiGied in 
all well-regulated governments ; yet cannot be 
fairly interpreted as a crime of (late. But, I 
hope, we are not fo weak and blind, to be delud- 
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*d, at tWs time of day, with ftich poor evafions. 
f could, 'if rt were prof>cr, demonstrate the very 
time when thofe two verfes were compofed, and 
name the author, who was no other than the fa- 
mous Mr. Swan, fo Well known for his talent at 
qmbMing, and was as virulent a Jacobite as any 
in England. Neither eewld he deny the fadt, 
when he wis taxed for it in my prefencei by Sir 
Henry Dutton Colt, and colonel Davenport, at 
-the Smyrna cofiee-houfe, on the 10th of June 
1 70 1. Thus it appears to a demonftration, that 
thofe verfes 'wefe only a Wind, to conceal the moft 
drtigerotib dfefigns of the par f y ; who, from the 
iifft yefafrs ifter the'happy revolution, ufed a cant- 
*w*y Of 'talking in their clubs, after this manner: 
We hope to fie the cards fluffed once more y and ano- 
ther tXjri* up trump * and, when Jhall we 
fneei vOer a dtjh of tuhnups ? The fame term 
of art was ttfcd in their plots againft the govern- 
tointy and in their treafbnable letters written in 
cyphers, and riocypliered by the famous Dr. 
Willes, as you may read in the trials of thofe 
times. This I thought fit to fet forth at large, 
and in fo clear a light ; becaufe the Scotch and 
French authors have given a very different ac- 
count of the word turnup ; but whether out of 
ignorance or partiality, 1 {hall not decree ; be- 
caufe I am fure the reader is convinced by my 
difcovery. It is to be obferved, that this cry was 
fung in a particular manner, by fellows in dif- 
guife, to give notice where thofe traitors were to 
meet, in order to concert their villanous defigns. 

S 2 1 have 
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I have no more to add upon this article, than 
an humble propofal, that thofe, who cry this 
root at prefent in our ftreets of Dublin, maybe f£: 
compelled by the juftices of the peace to pro- 
nounce turnip^ an4 not turnup : for, I am afraid, : 
we have dill too many fhakes in our bofom \ and ; 
it would be well if their cellars were fometimes ■ 
fearched, when the owners leaft expect it 5 for I e 
am not out of fear, that latet anguis in berba. 

Thus, we are zealous in matters of finall m* ' 
mcnt, while we neglect thofe of the higheft im- 
portance. I have already made it manifeft, that \ 
all thefe cries were contrived in the tvorft of times> ^ 
under the miniftry of that defperate ftatefman, 
Jlobert late earl of Oxford ; and for that very % 
rcafon, ought to be rejected with horror, as be- j 
♦gun in the reign of, Jacobitesy and may well be j 
numbered among the rags of popery znitreafim 
or, if it be thought proper that thefe cries, muft ' 
continue, furely they ought to' be only trailed a 
the hands of true protejants, who have given fcr 
curity to the government. 
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k Letter from'a Member of the Houfe of 
Commons in Ireland, to a Member of the 
Houfe of Commons in England, concerning 
the Sacramental Test, f 

Written in the year 1708."* 

SIR, 

Received your letter, wherein yon tell me of 
the ftrange reprefentations made of us on 
our fide of the water. The in (lance you are 
leafed to mention* is that of the prejbyterian mif-> 

fonary, 

fin the til rolumcof Dr. Swift's and Mr. Pope's MMcellanies, 
fouad the following trcatife, which had been printed in Lon- 
n, wkh fbmc other of the Dean's works, many years before, 
t at fhrft came out by itfeif in the year 1 708, as the date 
ewsr and it was at a juncluce, when the diflentcrs were en- 
routing to repeal the facramental teft, as, by common fame, 
id feme pamphlets publilhed to the fame purpofe, theyfeeni 

be now again attempting, with great hope of (hecefs.. I have 
erefore taken the liberty to make an extract out of that cif- 
uric, omitting only fbme paflages, which relate to cert-in per- 
is, and are of no confl'quence to the argument.. Br.t the' au- 
jt's way of reafoning feems at prefent to have, more weight, 
in it had in thofe times, when the difcourie firft appeared. — ^— 
ic author, in this letter, perfonates a member of parliament 

ic, to a member of parliament in England. The fpeakcr,, 

ntioned in this letter, was Allen Broderick, afterwards Chaii- 
lor and Lord Middlcton ; and the prelate, was Dr. Lindfay,, 
crwards Primate. 

• This tract wa« reprinted in Ireland in 1735, when, the at- 
ipt to repeal the £:cram«.nial till na; icvivjcl lljtre was ani 
>lanatory adverttfenoent prefixed, wh'ui is .Ud by Lcrd O.rcr- 

S 3. rti 
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J'i2/:jfy % v. ho, according to your phrafe, hath been ; 
lately ptrjvcultd at Drogheda for his religion: bat > 
it is c>'fy to obfervc, htw mighty induftriousfome \ 
people have been, for three or four years paft, to , 
lnnd about flories of the hardfhips, the merits, 
the n'inibor and the power of the prejbyterians in 
Ireland, to raifc formidable ideas of the danger 
of popery ilieie, and to tranfmit all for England, 
improved by gr^at additions, and with fpecial 
care to have ihcm inferred, with comments, in 
thofe inf?.moi:j v/eekly papers, that infeft your 
cofFee-houfcs. IiO, vhen the claufe ena&inga 
facramcntol fy? was put in execution, it was given 
out in England, that half the juftices of peace 
through this kingdom had laid down their com- 
raidions : whereas, upon examination, the whole 
number was found to amount only to a dozen or 

thirteen, 

ty to fcave heen dictated, or ftritlly rerifed by the Dean himfelf: 
hut there are inaccuracies in it, which may well he thought fuf- 
ficient to deftroy its authenticity : that which, in the firft para- 
graph, is called the fotlon i.g treati/e, is aftei wards faid to be an 
ixtratt of a difcourfe; and it is immedia.rly added, that this «- 
traft is the whole, except foxne paflages of no confequence: 
thefe are included in a parenthefis. Hawhf. 

Swift held the diflenters in the utmoft degree of ridicule and 
deteftation. He had an opennefs in his difi>ofition, and a frank- 
nefs in his conduct, that bore au abhorrence to all kind of rc- 

fcrve. To fuch a difpoGtion it is tmpoifible that the graTity 

of nonconformifts could be agreeable. The diflike was mutual 
on both fides. Dr. Swift hated all fanatics : all fanatics hated 
Dr. Swift. This piece is particularly written againft repealing 
lie teft eft : and whoever confiders himfelf related to the king- 
dom of Ireland, will find is it fomc arguments of weight and 
contention, in cafe any fuch repeal (hould ever be attempted 
there. Orrerj> 
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thirteen* and tbofe generally of the lowed rate in 
fortune and understanding, andfome of them fu- 
perannuated. So, when the earl of Pembroke 
was in Ireland, and the parliament fitting, a for- 
mal ftory was very gravely carried to his excel* 
Jency, by forrie zealous members, of a prieft 
fteWly arrived" from abroad to the north-weft parts 
of Ireland, who had publicly preached to his peo- 
ple to : fall a-ffiurthering the proteftants ; which, 
though invented to ferve an end they were then 
upon, and are ftill driving at, was prefently hand- 
ed over, and printed with ihrewd remarks by your 
worthy fcribblets. In like manner, the account 
of that perfon, who was lately expelled our uni- 
verfity for refle&ing on the memory of king Wil- 
liam ; what a dud it raifed, and how foully it was 
related, is frefh enough in memory. Neither 
would people be convinced, till the univerfiry was 
at the pains of publiihing a Latin paper to juftify 
thenrfelves. And, to mention no more, this 
ftory if the perfecutton at Drogheda, how it hath 
been fpread and aggravated, what confequences 
have been drawn from it, and what reproaches 
fixed on thofe who have leaft deferved them, we 
are already informed. Now, if the end of all 
this proceeding were a fecret and myftery, I 
fhould not pretend to give it an interpretation ; 
but fufficient care hath been taken to explain it, 
firfti by addreffes artificially (if not illegally) pro- 
cured, to (hew the miferablc Hate of the diffenters 
in Ireland, by reafon of the facramental te/t, and 
to -deCre the queen's interceffion, that it might 

be' 
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be repealed. Then, it-^ts rmmifeft, that * our 
fpeaker, when he was laft year in England,, foli- 
cited in perfon feveral members of both houfo, 
to have it repealed by an ad there \ though it be 
a matter purely national, that cannot poflibly in- 
terfere with the trade and intcreft of England; 
and though he himfeif appeared formerly the moft 
zealous of all men againft the injuftke of bind- 
ing a nation by laws to which they do not con- 
tent. And, Ia/iiy, thofe weekly libellers, when- 
ever they get a tale by the end relating to Ire- 
land, without once troubling their thoughts about 
the {ruth, always end it with an application a- 
gainft the facramental teji % and the abfolute necef- 
fity there is of repealing it in both kingdoms. I 
know it may be reckoned a weaknefs to fay any 
thing of fuch trifles, as are below a ferious man's 
notice ; much lefs would I difparage the under- 
(landing of any party, to think they worfd choofe 
the vileft and moil ignorant among mankind, t& 
employ them for the afiertors of a caufe* I fhall 
only fay, that the fcandalous liberty thofe wretches 
take, would hardly be allowed, if it were not 
mingled with opinions that feme men would be 
glad to advance. Be fides, how infipixi .foevcr 
thofe papers are, they feem to be levelled to the 
under (landings of a great number x tbey are grown 
a neceflary part in coffee-houfe furniture, and,, 
fome time or other, may happen to be read by 
cuftomers of all ranks, for curiofity and amufe* 

ment,, 

• Mr. Allan Broderick, afterwards chancellor of Ireland, afld 
Lord MiddJeton, 
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, and thofe generally of the loweft rate in 
and understanding, and fome of them fu- 
ated. So, when the earl of Pembroke 
[neland, and the parliament fitting, a for- 
y was very gravely carried' to his excel- 
by fome zealous members, of a pried 
raved* from abroad to the north-weft parts 
r>d, who had publicly preached to his peo- 
all a-murthering the proteftants; which, 
invented to ferve an end they were then 
nd are (till driving at, was prefently hand- 
and printed with ihrewd remarks by your 
fcribblers. In like manner, the account 
perfon, who was lately expelled our uni- 
For refle&ing on the memory of king Wil- 
vhat a duft it raifed, and how foully it was 

is frefh enough in memory. Neither 
>eople be convinced, till the univerfity was 
ia1ns of publiihing a Latin paper to juftify 
ves. And, to mention no more, this 

the perfscution at Drogheda, how it hath 
read and aggravated, what confequences 
ren drawn from it, and what reproaches 
i thofe who have leaft deferved them, we 
:ady informed. Now, if the end of all 
acceding v/eVe a fecret and myftery, I 
not pretend to give it an interpretation; 
icient care hath been taken to explain it, 
addreflcs artificially (if not illegally) pro- 
o (hew the miferablc ftate of the drjfenters 
nd, by reafon of the facramental teft, and 
e the queen's interceffion, that it might 
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Drogheda, therein our excellent primate was en- * ;; 
gaged, and did nothing but according to law and ■ 
discretion. But because the Lord Afchbifhop j)of : 
Dublin hath been, upon fev^ral occasions, of late V 
years, mifreprefented in England, I would wil- 
Hngly fet you right in h* chara&cr. For lib 
•great (offerings and eminent fervices, he was by ?. 
the late king promoted to'the fee of Deny. A« « 
tout the fame time he wrote a book to juftify l r - 
the revolution, wherein was an account of king t : 
James's proceedings in Ireland; and the late arch- n 
bifliop Tillotfon recommended it -to f the king, at 
thie moft fervieeable treatife'that'Cotild have hew * 
fMiblMhed at fuch a jun&ure. '-And as his grttce : 
itt '©tft Upon thbfe ■ principles, he has- proceeded ' 
tfo ever fince, as a k>yal fabjefl: to the qnecfn, eu- i 
tirely for the fucdeffion in ttitt prtatftarit line, 
and for ever excluding thbyrettnjer ; i*m<l T tho*gii t 
a firm friend to the church, - Je* wish iwtirfgewte f 
towards tti {Tenters*- >aft gpfjears firfcrn W ootid qd > 
-tft Derry, where bft w*§ fettted for manf }e*& «- '. 
tnong the moft virulent of t)hefe£t; yet ipontti 
removal to Dublin, they parted from him with 
tears in their eyes, and univerfal acknowledg- 
ments of his wifdom and goodiiefc. For the 
reft, it mud be owned, he does not bufy himfelf 
.by entering deep into any party, but ratherfpeftds 
his time in a&s of hofpir'ality and chanty, in 
building of churches, repairing his palace, in in- 
troducing and preferring the worthieft perfonshe 
can find, without other regards : in ftiorr, in the 

pra&ice 

I Dr. WilGam King. • 
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&ice of all virtues, that can become a public 
tfivate liff • This, and more, if. poflible, is 
to fo exqellejnt a pcrfon, who maybejuftly 
;oncd among- the grqaicll and moil learned 
ates of this age, however his character may be 
led by fuch mean and dirty hands as thofe of 
obftrvatory or fuch as employ him.] 

now come to anfwer the other part of your 
:r, and ihall give you my opinion freely about 
aling the facramental tejl : only, whereas you 
re my thoughts as a friend, and not as I am 
ember of parliament, I muft allure you they 
exactly the fame in both capacities 
muft begin by telling you, we are generally 
rifed at your wonderful kindnefs to us on this 
.fion, in being fo very induftrious to teach us 
;e our interert in a point where we are fo un- 
to fee it ourfelves. This hath given us fome 
icion 5 and though in my own particular, 
1 hugely bent to believe, that whenever you 
:ern yourfelves in our affairs, it is certainly 
wr goody yet I have the misfortune tobefome- 
g lingular in this belief, and therefore I never 
mpt tp juftify it, but content myfelf to poflefs 
own opinion in private, for fear of encoun- 
ig.rnen of more wit or words, than I have to 

Ve at this diftance, who fee nothing of the 
ng of a&ions, are forced, by mere conjecture, 
ffign two reafons for your defiring us to re- 
the facramentaj teft : one is, becaufe you are 

faid 



I do not frequently quote poets, < 
Englifh : but I remember there is in 
Mr. Cowley's love verfes, a drain, that ] 
extraordinary at fifteen, and have often fi 
gined it to be fpoken by Ireland, 

Forbid it, heaven, my life Jhould be 
Weighed with her leaft conveniency. 

In fhort, whatever advantage you p 
yourfelves, by repealing the facramental t 
it out plainly ; it Is the beft argument 
ufe , for we value your intereft much n 
our own : if your little finger be fore, 
think a poultice made of our vitals wr 
any eafe, lpeak the word, and it ihall I 
the intereft of our whole kingdom is at 
ready to ftrike to that of your poore 
tow f is : it is hard you will not accept 
vices, unlets we believe, at the fame ti 
that you are only confulting our profit, 
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y humble thanks for the favour you have done 
e? 

If we might be allowed to judge for ourfelves, 
e had abundance of benefit by the facrametrtal 
9 9 and forefee a number of mifchiefs would be 
le confequence of repealing it ; and we conceive 
te objections made againft it by the dijfenters are 
F no manner of force. They tell us of their me- 
ts in the late war in Ireland, and how chearful- 
f they engaged for fhe fafety of the nation 5 
lat if they had thought they had been fighting 
nly other people's quarrels, perhaps it might have 
ooled their zeal ; and that, for the future, they 
lall fit down quietly, and let us do our work 
urfelves 5 nay, that it is neceflary they fliould do 
), fince they cannot take up arms, under the pe- 
alty of high treafon. 

Now, fuppofing them to have done their duty, 
5 1 believe they did, and not to trouble them a- 
out the *jly on the wheel, I thought liberty, prop- 
erty, and religion, had been the three fubje&s of 
le quarrel ; and have not all thefe been amply 
icured to them ? had they, at that time, a men- 
\l refervation for power and employments ? and, 
mft thefe two articles be added henceforward in 
ur national quarrels ? It is grown a mighty 
anceit among fome men, to melt down the 
hrafe of a church ejlablifhed by law > into that of 

Vol. IV. T the 

• Alluding to the fable of a fly, who having fettled on thefpoke 
a wheel belonging to a chariot that was driven rapidly along 
e rood, exulted in his owa importance, a&d cried out, " What 
+ toft -we rmf<! h \. 
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the religion of the magi/Irate ; of which appella- 
tion, it is eafier to find the reafon than the fehfci 
if by the mtgijlrafe they mean the \ prince, [thcex- 
- preflion includes a faHhood ; for, when king 
James was prince] the eftablifhcd church was the 
fame it is now. If, by the fame word, they mean 
the legiflature, we defire no more. Be that as k 
will, we of this kingdom believe the church of 
Ireland to be the national church* and the only 
one eftabliftied by law, and are willing, by the 
fame law to give a toleration to di Centers; but if 
Once we repeal our facramental teft, and grant a 
toleration, or fufpend the execution df the penal 
laws, I do riot fee how We can be faid to have a- 
riy eftabliftied church remaining ; or rather, why 
there will not be as many eftabliflied churches, as 
there are fe£b of diffenters. No, fty they* yours- 
will ftill be the national church, becaufe your bi- 
fhops and clergy are maintained by the public : 
but that, I fuppofe, will be of no long duration; 
and it would be very unjuft it mould ; becaufe, 
to fpeak in Tindal's phrafe, it is not reafonable, 
that revenues (hould be annexed to one opinion 
more than another, when all are equally lawful ; 
and it is the fame author's maxim, thai hb frte- 
born fubjeft ought to pay for maintaining fpecu- 
lations he does not believe. But 'why JhouM any 
man-, upon account of opinions he cannot help, be de- 
prived the opportunity offerving his queen and conn' 
try ! their ^eal is commendable ; and when em- 
ployments go a-begging for want of hands, thejr 
fhaH be fure to have the rcfufol, only Upon condi- 
tion 
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iott %h*y will not pretend to them upon maxims, 
riikh, equally include Athei/b, Turks, Jews, bi- 
liels, and Heretics ;. or, which is ftill more dan- 
gerous, even papifts themfelves : the former you 
JIow, the other you deny 5 becaufe thefe laft own 
, foreign power, and therefore muft be fliut out. 
kit there is no great weight in this 5 for their re- 
igion can fuit with free ftates, with limited or 
hfolute monarchies, as well as a better \ and the, 
qptfc po'wer'in France is but a fliadow ; fo that, 
kpoa this foot, there need be no'gicat danger to 
lie conftitution, hy admitting papifts to employ- 
ments. I will help you to enow of them fhall 
*e ready to allow the pope as little power here as 
rpu pleads ; and the bare opinion of his being vi- 
:ar of Ghrift, is but a fpeculative point, for which 
10 man, ix feems, ought to be deprived the capa- 
;ity of ferving hia country. 

But, if you pleafe, I will tell you the great ob- 
e&ion we have againft repealing this fame faera- 
nfttial teft. It ia,. that we are verily perfuaded, 
.he confequenoe will he, an entice alteration of 
eligion aoiong us, in no great com pals of years. 
Ajid pray, obferve how we realbn here in Ireland 
jpon this, matter. 

We obferve the Scots in our northern parts te 
be a brave induflrious people, extremely devoted 
to their religion, and full of an undifturbed affec* 
lion towards each other. Numbers of that noble 
nation, incited by the fertilities- of the foil, are 
glad co exchange their barren hills of Lochaber, 
by a voyage of three hours, for out fruitful vale* 
T 2 of 
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of Down and Antrim, fo produ£Hve of thatjnwV, 
which, at little trouble, and lefs expence, finds 
diet and lodging for themfelves and their cattle. ' 
Thefe people, by their extreme parfimony, won- 
derful dexterity in dealing, and firm adherence to ^ 
one another, foon grow into wealth .from the £ 
fmallejt beginnings, never are rooted out where ~ 
they once fix, and increafe daily by new fupplies: " 
befides, when they are the fuperior number in any 
traft of ground, they are not over patient of mitt' 
ture ; but fuch, whom they cannot ajfimUdt) 
foon find it their intereft to remove. I have done 
all in my power, on fome land of my own, to 
preferve two or three Englifli fellows in their 
neighbourhood, but found it impoffible, though 
one of them thought he had fufficiently made his 
court, by turning prefbyterian. Add to this, ■ 
that they bring along with them from Scotland a , 
moft formidable notion of our church, which \ 
they look upon at lead three degrees worfe than 
popery : and it is natural it fliould be fo, fince 
they come over full fraught with that fpirit, . 
which taught them to abolifli epifcopacy at home. 
. Then we proceed farther, and obferve, that 
the gentlemen of employments here make a very 
confiderable number in the houfe of commons, 
and have no other merit, but that of doing their 
duty in their feveral ftations ; therefore when the 
teft is repealed, it will be highly reafonable they 
ihould give place to thofe, who have much 
greater fervices to plead. The commiffions of the 
revenue are foon difpofed of ; and the colledors 

and 
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nd other officers throughout the kingdom are 
enerally appointed by the commiffioners, which 
ives them a mighty influence in every county, 
is much may be faid of the great offices in the 
iw ; and when this door is open to let diflenters 
ito the commifRons of the peace, to make 
lem high*{herirTs, mayors of corporations, and 
fficers of the army and militia, I do not fee how 
: can be otherwife, confidering their induftry 
nd our fupinenefs, but that they may, in a very 
:w years, grow to a majority in the houfe of 
ommons, and confequently make themfelves the 
ationat religion, and have a fair pretence to de- 
land the revenues of the church for their teach - 
rs. I know it will be obje£ted, that if all this 
iou!d happen as I defcribe, yet the prefoyterian 
eligion could never be made the national by a£t 
f parliament, becaufe our bifhops are fo great 
1 number in the houfe of lords ; and without a 
lajority there, the church could not be abolifli- 
d. But I have two very good expedients for that* 
rhich I (hall leave you to guefe,. and I dare 
arear our fpeaker here has often thought on, 
fpecially having endeavoured at one of them fo 
itely. To convince you, that this defign is not 
> foreign from fome people's thoughts, Imuft let 
pu know, that an honeft bell weather * of our 
dufe (you have him now in England, I wifti 
ou could keep him there) had the impudence 
>me years ago, in parliament-time, to (hake my 
T 3 loxtB 
* Suppofti to be Mr. Scoderick., 
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lord bifiiop of Kilaloo f by his 1 awn- flee vc, ancf 
till him, in a threatening manner, that he hoped s: 
/; live t j fte the day% when there Jhould not be one of j'-: 
his order in the kirigilom. | ; 

Thefe laft lines peihaps you think a digreflion ; * :: 
therefore, to return, I have told you the confer }« 
quences we fully reckon upon from repealing \- 
the facramental teft ; which, although the greateft js 
number of fuch as are for doing it, are actually \ 
m no manner of pain about it, and many of b 
them care not three-pence whether there be any 
church, or no ; yet becaufe they pretend to argue; : 
from conference, as well as policy and intereft, I 
thought it proper to underftand an4 anfwer thera 
accordingly. 

Now, Sir, in anfwer to your queftion, whether,, 
if any attempt fhouKl be made here for repealing 
the facramental tcjl y it\vould be likely to fucceed f ; 
The number of profefled diflenters in this parlia* 
ment was, as I remember, fomething under a 
dozen arid I cannot call to mind above thirty o- 
thers, who were expected to fall in with them. 
This is certain, that the prefbyterian party having 
with great induftry muftered up their farces, did 
endeavour one day, upon occafion of a hint in my 
lord % Pembroke's fpeecb, to introduce a debate 
about repealing the tefl claufe, when there appear- 
ed at lead four to one odds againft them and 
the able ft of thofe, who were reckoned the moft 
ftanch and thorough-paced whigs upon .all other 

occauonSft 

•j- Dr. Linclfay, afterwards lord primate 
[Then lord- lieutenant of Ireland. 
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Rations* fell off with an abhorrence at the firft 
ention of this. 

I mull defirc you to take notice* that the terms 
F whig and tory do not properly exprefs the dif- 
:rent interefts in our parliament. [I remember* 
hen I was laft in England, I told the king, that 
le higheft toriea we had with us would make 
►lerable whigs there : this was certainly right, 
ad dill in the general continues fo, unlefs you 
avc fince admitted new charafteriftics, which 
id not come within our definition.] Whoever 
ears a true veneration for the glorious memory 
f King William, as our great deliverer from po- 
>ery and flavery ; whoever is firmly loyal to our 
irefent queen, wkh an utter abhorrence and de- 
eftation of the pretender ; whoever approves the 
uccsffian to the crown in the houfe of Hanover, 
md is for preferving the do£rrine and difcipline 
if the church of England, with an indulgence for 
crapulous confeiences ; fuch a man we think ads 
apon right principles, and may be juftly allowed 
1 whig : and I believe there are not fix members 
in our houfe of commons, who may not fairly 
rome under this defcription. So that the parties 
among us are made up on one fide of moderate 
whigs > and on the other of prejbyterians and their 
abettors; by which laft, I mean fuch, who can e- 
qually go to a church or conventicle, or fuch who 
are indifferent to all religion in general ; or lafl- 
ly, fuch who affeft to bear a perfonal rancour to- 
wards the clergy : thefe laft are a fet of men not 

of our own growth i^heir principles at leaft have 

been: 
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been imported of late years : yet this whole party 1 
put together, will fcarce, I am confident, amount 
to above fifty men in parliament, which can 
hardly be worked up into a majority of three hun- 
dred. 

As to the houfe of lords, the difficulty there, is 
conceived at lead as great as in ours. So many 
of our temporal peers live in England, that the j 
biihops are generally pretty near a par of the houfe, j 
and we reckon they will be aH to a man againft \ 
repealing the teft ; and yet their lordfhips are gene- ; 
rally thought as good whigs upon our principles 
as any in the kingdom. There are indeed a few 
lay-lords, who appear to have no great devotion 
for epifcopacy ; and perhaps one or two more, 
with whom certain powerful motives might be 
ufed for removing any difficulty whatfoever : but 
thefe are, in no fort, a number to carry any point 
againft a conjunction of the reft and the whole 
bench of bifliops. 

.Befides, the whole body of our clergy is utter- 
ly againft repealing the teji, though they are en- 
tirely devoted to her majefty, and hardly one in 
an hundred, who are not very good whigs in our 
acceptation of the word. And I mult let you 
know, that we of Ireland arc not yet come up to 
other folks refinements for we generally love and 
efteem our clergy, and think they deferve it 5 nay, 
we are apt to lay feme weight upon their opinion, 
and would not willingly difoblige them, at leaft, 
unlefs it were upon fome greater point of interdft 
than this. And their judgment in the prefeni 

affair 
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affair is the more to be regarded, becaufe they 
are the laft perfons, who will be affe&ed by it : 
this makes us think them impartial, and that 
their concern is only for religion and the interefl 
of the kingdom : becaufe the a£t, which repeals 
the teft) will only qualify a layman for an em- 
ployment, but not a prejbyterian or atiabaptift 
preacher for a church living. Now I muft take 
leave to inform you, that feveral members of our 
houfe, and myfelf among the reft, knowing fome 
time ago what was upon the anvil, went to all 
the clergy we knew of any diftin&ion, and de- 
fired their judgment in the matter ; wherein we 
found a moft wonderful agreement, there being 
but one divine that we could hear of in the whole 
kingdom, who appeared of a contrary fentiment, 
wherein he afterwards flood alone in the convoca- 
tion) very little to his credit > though, as he hoped, 
very much to his tntcreft. 

I will now cbnfider a little the arguments of- 
fered to (hew the advantages, or rather the necef- 
fity of repealing the tefi in Ireland. We are told, 
the popifh intereft is here fo formidable, that all 
hands (hould be joined to keep it under ; that the 
only names of difti notion among us ought to be 
thofe of protejlant and papift ; and that this expe- 
dient is the only means to unite all proteftants up- 
on one common bottom. All which is nothing 
but mifreprefentation and miftake* 

If we were under any real fear of the papifts 
in this kingdom, it would be haid to think us fo 
ftupidj as not to be equally apprehend ve with 
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Qthers % fince we are likely to be the greateft, and 
more immediate fufferers : but, on the contrary, 
we look upon them to be altogether as inconfider? 
able as the women and children. Their lands 
are almoft entirely taken from them, and they 
are rendered incapable of purchasing any more : 
and for the little that remains, provifion is made 
by the late a& againft popery, that it will daily 
crumble away ; to prevent which, fbme of the 
moil confiderahle among them are already turned 
proteflants, and fo in all probability will many 
more. Then, the popifti priefts are all regifterod, 
33d without permifiion (which I hope will not be 
granted) they can have no fucceflbrs \ fo that the 
proteftant clergy will find it perhaps no difficult 
matter to bring great numbers over to the church} 
and in the mean tirad the common people, with- 
put leaders, without discipline, or natural cou- 
rage, being little better than hewers of wood, and 
dr-ewrrs of water, are out of all capacity- of doing 
any mifchitf, if thqy we*e ever fo well inclined", 
^either are. they at all likely to join in any confix 
derabfe numbers with an invader^ having found 
fo ilhfuccefs when they were much more nume- 
rous and powerful ; "whe»* they had a prince of 
their own religion to head them # , had been 
trained for fome years under a popi/b deputy, and 
received fuch mighty aids from the French king. 

As to that argument ufed for repealing tho teft, 
that it will unite all proteflants againft the torn- 

mon 

* In the reign- of frlng James II. and till after the battle at 
tkc Boype in 1690. 
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i enemy g I wonder by what figure thofe gentle- 
i fpeak> who are pteafed to adtance it. Sup- 
?, in order to encreafe the friend&ip between 

and me, a 1a\v ftolild pafe, tfeatl tfMift have 
J youreftat* : da yiu think that Wjiiid ifcfacit 
ance ttee tihioh bett*een to ? wfuppofelffiate 
fortune equally between mytttoi children arid 
***ger) whdm I take intd my prtfte&idri ; witt 
: be a method to tirtire them ? it is an odd 
r of uniting parties, to deprivfe a majority of 
r of their ahflfent rights by conferring it oh a 
ion, who had never any right at all, and thfcre* 
; carinbt be faid to fuffer any lofs or injury, if 
t refufed them. Neither w ifc very clear, hoV 
fome people may ftretch the term of common 
tfy. H©# many are there of thdfe that call 
infelves proteftants, who look upon our wor- 
> to be idolatrous as* well as tliat of the papifts, 

with great chanty put preiacymd popery toge- 
• as terms convertible ? 

Lnd therefore there rs one frnall doubt I would 
irillingJy fatisfied in, before I agree to the re- 
ling of the tejt ; that is, whether thefe fame 
ejiants, when they have by their dexterity 
le themfelves the national religion, and difc 
rd the church revenues among their pbjldrs or 
ifelvesy will be fo kind to alfow us diffenters % 
i not fay a lhare in employments, but a bare 
-afion by law ? The reafon of my doubt is, be- 
I have been fo very idle as to read above 
pamphlets written by as many preTbyterian 
nes, loudly difchrfrhing this idol toleration, 

fome 
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fbme of them calling it (I know not how j 
ly) a rag of popery, and all agreeing it was 
bli/b iniquity by a law. Now I would be ; 
know, whem and where their fuccejfors h; 
nounced this do&rine, and before what wit 
Becaufe, methinks I fhould be loath to i 
poor titular bifhop in partibus feized on 1: 
take in the dark for a jefuit, or be forced 
to keep a chaplain difguifed like my butle 
(leal to prayers in a back room, as my gi 
ther ufed in thofe times, when the cht 
England was malignant. 

But this is ripping up old quarrels lor 
got ; popery is now the common enemy, 
which we mud all unite : I have been t 
hiftory with the perpetual folly of thofe 
who call in foreigners to affift them ag 
common enemy : but the mifchief was, the! 
would never be brought to allow, that tb 
mon enemy was quite fubdued. And th 
reafon ; for it proved at laft, that one part 
common enemy was thofe who called th 
and fo the allies became at length the mqfti 

It is agreed among naturalifts, that a / 
larger, a ftronger, and more dangerous 
than a cat ; yet if a man were to have his 
either a Hon at his foot, bound fall with t: 
four chains, his teeth drawn out, and hi: 
pared to the quick, or an angry cat in ful 
ty at his throat ; he would take no long 1 
determine. 

I have been fometimes admiring the woi 

figni; 
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gnificancy of that word per/edition, and what 
arious interpretations it hath acquired even 
rithin my memoiy. When I was a boy, I often 
card the prefbyterians complain, that they were 
ot permitted to ferve God in their own way ; 
bey faid they did not repine at our employ- 
icnts, but thought that all men who live peace- 
bly, ougrft to have liberty of confcience, and 
save to aflemble. That impediment being re- 
moved at the revolution, they foon learned to 
wallow the f acr anient al tcjl, and began to take 
ery large fteps, wherein all who offered to op- 
ofe them, were called men of a perfecutitig fpirit. 
)uring the time the bill againft occafional con- 
armity was on foot, perfecution was every day 
wig in our ears, and now at laft the f acr omental 
'ji itfelf has the fame name. Where then is 
lis matter likely to end, when the obtaining of 
ne requeft is only ufed as a ftep to demand ano- 
ler ? A lover i3 ever complaining of cruelty, 
hile any thing is denied him ; and when the 
dy ceafes to be cruel, ihe is fiom the next mo- 
ent at his mercy : fo perfecution, it feems, is 
ery thing, that will not leave it in mens power 
perfecute others. 

There is one argument offered againft a facra- 
tnial teji by a fort of men, who arc content to 
\ (tiled of the church of England, who perhaps 
tend its fervice in the morning, and go with 
eir wives to a conventicle in the afternoon, con- 
fling they hear very good do&rine in both, 
befe men are much offended; that fo holy an 
Vol. IV. U inftitution, 
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inftitution, as that of the Lord's Supper, 
be made fubfervient to fuch mercenary ] 
as the getting of an employment. Now i 
the law, concluding all men to be mer 
that church where they receive the faci 
and fuppofing all men to live like chriftiar 
cially thq)fc who are to have employme 
imagine they received the facrament in c 
bout four times a-year and therefore on 
ed it might appear by certificate to the 
that fuch, who took an office, were merr 
the church .eftabliftied, by doing their ( 
duty- However, left we Jhould offend tl 
have often de fired they would deal can die 
us : for if the matter ftuck only there, w« 
propofc it in parliament, that every ma 
takes an employment, fliould, inftead of 
ing the facrament, be obliged to fwear, th 
a member of the church of Ireland by 1; 
bliihed, with epifcopacy, and fo forth ; 
they do now in Scotland, to be true to 
But when we drive them thus far, they 
retire to the main body of the argumen 
the hardfhip, that men fliould be deprive* 
berty of ferving their queen and country 
count of their confeience : and, in fhort, 1 
courfe to the common ftile of their half-b 
Now, whether this be a finccrewayof arj 
will appeal to any other judgment but th 
There is another topic of clamour, fo 
parallel to the foregoing. It feems, by t 
claufe, the military officers are obliged to 
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the facrament, as well as the civil. And it is a 
matter of fome patience, to hear the diflenters de- 
claiming upon this occafion : they cry they arc 
difarmed, they are ufed like papifts : when an ene- 
my appears at home, or from abroad, they mult 
fit ftill, and fee their throats cut, or be hanged 
for high-treafon if they offer to defend them- 
felves. Miferable condition ! woful dilemma ! 
It is happy for us all, that the pretender was not 
apprifed of this paffive prejbyterian principle, elfe 
be would have infallibly landed in our northern 
parts* and found them all fat down in their for- 
malities, as the Gauls did the Roman fenators, 
ready to die with honour in their callings. Some- 
times^ to appeafe their indignation, we venture to 
give them hopes, that in fuch a cafe the govern- 
ment will perhaps connive, and hardly be fo fe- 
vere to hang them for defending it againft the 
letter of the law ; to which they readily anfwer, 
that they will not lie at our mercy, but let us 
fight our battles ourfelves. Sometimes we offer 
to get ah ad, by which, upon all popi/b infurrec- 
ttons at home, or popijh invafions from abroad, 
the government fliall be impowered to grant com- 
miffions to all proteftants whatfoever, without 
that perfecuting circumftance of obliging them to 
fay their prayers when they receive the facrament : 
but they abhor all thoughts of occaftonal commif- 
Cons ; they will not do our drudgery, and we 
reap the benefit : it is not worth their while to 
fight pro arts et focis ; and they had rather lofe 
U z their 
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their eflates, liberties, religion, and lives, than ^ 
the pleafure of governing. 

But to bring this difcourfe towards a conclu- \_ 
fion. If the diflenters will be fatisfied with fuch t 
a toleration by law, as hath been granted them in 1 
England, I believe the majority of both houfes i~ 
will fall readily in with it ; farther it will be - 
hard to perfuade this houfe of commons, and per- = 
liaps much harder the next. For, to fay the - 
truth, wc make a mighty difference here, between " 
fuffering thiftles to grow among us, and wearing , 
them for pqfies. We are fully convinced in our !- 
confeiences, that ive fhall always tolerate them; 
but not quite fo fully, that they will always tolerate ! 
ujy when it comes to their turn ; and ive are the 
majority, and ive are in poffeffion. ':: 

He who argues in defence of a law in force, | 
not antiquated or obfolete, but lately enacted, is i 
.certainly on the fafer fide, and may be allowed to 
point out the dangers he conceives to forefee in 
the abrogation of it. . 

For, if the confequehces of repealing this 
claufc mould at fome time or other enable the 
preflbyterians to work themfelves up into the na* 
tional church ; inflead of uniting proteflants, it 
would fow eternal divifions among them. * Firft, \ 
their own fe&s, which now lie dormant, would I 
be foon at cuffs again with each other about pbw- t 
cr and preferment ; and the diffenting epifcopah^ - 
perhaps discontented to fuch a degree, as, upon 
fome fair unhappy occafion, would be able to fhake 
thefirmeftloyalty,which none can deny theirs tobe. 

Neither 
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Neither is it very difficult to conjecture, from 
feme late proceedings, at what a rate this fafiion 
is like to drive, where-ever it gets the whip and 
the feat. They have already fet up courts of fpi- 
ritual judicature in open contempt of the laws: 
they fend miffionaries every where, without being 
invited, in order to convert the church of Eng- 
| land folks to chriflianity. They are as vigilant as 
1 I know who, to attend perfons on their death- 
beds, and for purpofes much alike. And what 
practices fuch principles as thefe (with many o- 
ther that might be invidious to mention) may 
fpawn, when they are laid out to the fun, you may 
determine at leifure. 

Laftly, Whether we are fo entirely fure of 
their loyalty upon the prefent foot of government 
as you may imagine, their detractors make a 
que ft ion, which however does, I think, by no 
means affect the body of diffenters : but the in- 
ftance produced, is of fome among their leading 
teachers in the north, who having refufed the 
abjuration oath, yet continue their preaching, and 
have abundance of followers. The particulars 
are out of my head but the fact is notorious e- 
nough, and, I believe, hath been publifhcd \ I 
think it a pity, it hath not been remedied. 

Thus I have fairly given you, Sir, my own o- 
pinion, as well as that of a great majority in both 
houfes here, relating to this weighty affair \ upoa 
which I am confident you may fecurely reckon. I 
will leave you to make what ufe of it you pleafe* 
lam with great rejpeft, SIR, Tour, &c. 
Dublin, Dec. 4. 1708. U 3 Some 



I *34- I 

Some Arguments againft enlarging the power 
of Bishops in letting of Leases # . 

Mihi credite, major hareditas venit unicuique vef- 
trum in iifdem bonis a jure et a legibus y quam ab 
its a quibus ilia ipfa bona relifta funU Cicero 
pro A. Caecina. 

Written in the year 17*5. 

IN handling this fubje&, I fliall proceed wholly 
upon this fuppofition, that thofe of our party 
who profefs themfelves members of the church 
cftablifhed, and under the apoftolical govern- 
ment of bifliops, do defire the continuance and 
tranfmiflion of it to pofterity, atleaft inas good a 
condition as it is at prefent : becaufe, as this dif- 
courfe is not calculated for diflenters of any kind* 
fo neither will it fuit the talk or fentiment$ of 
thofe perfone, who, with the denomination of 
churchmen, are oppreflbrs of the inferior clergy,, 
and perpetually quarrelling at the great incomes 
of the bifhops $ which is a traditional cant de- 
livered 

* This pamphlet is interfperfed with thofe mafterly ftrokes ot 
irony, which are fo often intermixed in Swift's works. The ge- 
neral fubject of it leads me to recollect a circum (Vance much to 
the Dean's honour ; he could never be induced to take fines for 
any of the chapter lands ; he always chofe to raife the rents, 86 
the method lead opprelfive to the prefent tenant, and moft ad- 
vantageous to all future tenants and landlords. He conftantly 
refufed to give charity out of the chapter-funds, which he al- 
kdged were fcarcc fufficicnt to maintain, the ncccflary repairs of 
the cathedral. Orrtry* 
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;d down from former times, and continued 
great reafon, although it be now near 200 
; fince almoft three parts in four of the 
:h revenues have been taken from the clergy* 
es the fpoils that have been gradually made 
fince of glebes and other lands by the con- 
1 of times, the fraud of encroaching neigh- 
?, or the power of oppreflbrs too great to be 
jntered. 

x>ut the time of the reformation, mznypopijb 
ps of this kingdom, knowing they mult have 
foon eje&ed, if they would not change their 
on, made long leafes and fee-farms of great 
jf their lands, referving very inconfideiablc 
, fometimes only a chiefry, by a power they 
led, direfily contrary to many ancient ca* 
, yet confiltent enough with the common 
This trade held on for many years after 
>ifhops became pro t eft ants ; and fome of 
names are dill remembered with infamy, on 
int of enriching their families by fuch facri* 
js alienations. By thefe means, epifcopal re- 
js were fo low reduced, that three or four 
rere often united, to make a tolerable com- - 
cy. For fome remedy to this evil, king 
s I. by a bounty that became a good Chri- 
prince, beftowed feveral forfeited lands on 
irthern biflioprics : but in all other parts of 
ingdom, the church continued ftill in the 
diftrefs and poverty ; fome of the fees hard- 
(Teffing enough to maintain a country vicar, 
it the middle of king Charles Ift's reign, the 

legiflature 
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legiflature here thought fit to put a flop at leaff 
to any faither alienations * and fo a law was en- 
acted, prohibiting all hifliops and other ecclefiaf- 
tical corporations from fctting their lands for a- 
bove the term of twenty-one years ; the rent re- 
ferved to be one half of the real value of fuch 
lands, at the time they were fet, without which 
condition the leafe to be void. 

Soon after the rcftoraticn of King Charles JL 
the parliament taking into confederation the mi- 
ferable eftate of the church, certain lands, by way 
of augmentation, were granted to eight bifhops 
in the a& of fettlement, and confirmed in the ad 
of explanation ; of which bounty, as I remember, 
three fees were in a great meafure defeated ; but, 
by what accidents, it is not here of any import- 
ance to relate. 

This, at prefent, is the condition of the church 
in Ireland, with regard to epifcopal revenues: 
which I have thus briefly (and perhaps imperfcfl- 
ly) deduced, forfome information to thofe, whofe 
thoughts do not lead them to fuch con fi derations. 
By virtue of the ftatute already mentioned, 
• under king Charles I. limiting ecclefiaflical bodies 
to the term of twenty-one years, under the re- 
ferved rent of half real value, the biflhops have 
had fome {hare in the gradual rife of lands, with- 
out which they could not have been fupported 
with any common decency that might become 
their ftation. It i6 above eighty years fince the 
pafling of that aft : the fee of Meath, one of the 
beft in the kingdom, was then worth about 400 1 

per 
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per annum ; the poorer ones in the fame propor- 
tion. If this were their prefent condition, I can- 
not conceive how they would have been able to 
pay for their patents, or buy their robes : but this 
will certainly be the condition of their fucceflbrs, 
if fuch a bill (hould pafs, as they fay is now in- 
tended, which I will fuppofe ; and believe many 
perfons, who may give a vote for k, are not a- 
ware of. 

However, this is the a& which is now attempt- 
ed to be repealed, or at leaft eluded 5 fome are for 
giving biihops leave to let fee-farms, others would 
allow them to let leafes fof lives ; and the moft 
moderate would repeal that claufe, by which the 
biihops are bound to let their lands at half value. 

The reafons for. the rife of value in lands, are 
of two kinds. Of the firft kind, are, long peace 
and fettlement after the devaluations of war; 
plantations, improvements of bad foil, recovery 
of bogs and marines, advancement of trade and 
manufactures, increafe of. inhabitants, encourage- 
ment of agriculture, and the like. 

But there is another reafon for the rife of land,, 
more gradual, con ft ant and certain ; which will 
have its effects in countries, that are very far from 
flourifhing in any of the advantages I have juft 
mentioned : I mean, the perpetual decreafe in the 
' °f gold an d ftlver. I (hall difcouife upon 

thefe two different kinds, with a view towards the 
bill now attempted. 

As to the firft : I cannot fee how this kingdom 
is at any height of improvement, while four 

parts 
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parts in five of the plantations, for 30 years paft, 
have been real difimprovements ; nine in ten of 
the quickfet-hedges being ruined for want of eare 
or {kill. And as to the foreft.trees, they being 
often taken out of woods, and planted in fingle 
rows on the tops of ditches, it is impoffible they 
would grow to be of ufe, beauty, or fhelter. Nei- 
ther can it be faid, that the foil of Ireland is im- 
proved to its full height, while fo much lies all 
winter under water, and the hogs made almoft 
defperate, by the ill cutting*of the turf. There 
hath, indeed, been fome little improvement in the 
manufactures of linen and woollen, although very 
fhort of perfection ; but our trade was never in fo 
low a condition : and as to agriculture, of wfekh 
all wife nations have been fo tender, the defec- 
tion made in the country, by ehgroffing gftittiett, 
and the great yearly importation ef corn fr#rh 
England, are lamentable inftaaoes under What 
difcourageraent it lies* 

But, notwithftandmg all theft m&rtifleattafet, f 
fuppofe there is no weil~wiflier to hig<cdBtttry 
without a little hope, that in time the kihgdom 
may be on a better foot in fome of th4 articles a- 
bove mentioned. But it would be hard, if eccle- 
fiafticai bodies ihould be the only perfona exclud- 
ed from any {hare in public advantages, which 
yet can never happen, without a greater (hare of 
profit to their tenants : if God fends rain equally 
upon the juft and the unjuft* why (hould thofe, who 
wait at his altars, and are inftru&ors of the peo- 
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pie, be cut off from partakitfg in the general be- 
nefits of law or of nature ? 

But, as this way of reafoning may feem to bear 
a more favourable eye to the clergy, than per- 
iapt will fuit with the prefent difpofition or fa- 
fliion of the age ; I (hall therefore dwell more 
krgely upon the fecond reafon for the rife of 
Und, which is the perpetual decreafe of the value of 
gold and filver. 

This may be obferved from the courfe of the 
Roman hiftory, above two thoufand years before 
thofe inexhauftible filver mines of Potofi were 
known. The value of an obolus^ and of every o- 
tber coin, between the time of Romulus and that 
of Auguftus, gradually funk above five parts in 
fix, as appears by feveral paffages out of the bed 
authors. And yet, the prodigious wealth of that 
ftate did not arife from the encreafe of bullion in 
the world, by the difcovery of new mines, 
but from a much more accidental caufe, which 
was the fpreading of their conqueft, and thereby 
importing into Rome and Italy, the riches of the 
tejt and iveft. 

When the feat of empire was removed to Con- 
ftantinople, the tide of money flowed that way, 
without ever returning ; and was Scattered in Afia. 
But when that mighty empire was overthrown by 
tke northern people, fuch a flop was put to all 
trade and commerce, that vaft funis of money 
were buried, to efcape the plundering of the con- 
querors j and what remained, was carried off by 
thofe ravagers. 
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It were no difficult matter to compute the yalue 
of money in England during the Saxon reigns; 
but the monkifli and other writers fince the con- 
queft, have put that matter in a clearer light) by 
the feveral accounts they have given us of the va- 
lue of corn and cattle in years of dearth and plen- 
ty. Every one knows, that king John's whole 
portion, before he came to the crown, was but 
five thoufand pounds, without a foot of land. 

I have likewife feen the Reward's accounts of 
an ancient noble family in England, written in La- 
tin between three and four hundred years ago, 
with the feveral prices of wine and victuals, to 
confirm my obfervations. 

I have been at the trouble of computing (as 
others have done) the different values of money 
for about four hundred years paft. Henry duke 
of Lancafler, who lived about that period, found- 
ed an hofpital in Leicefter, for a certain number 
of old men, charging his lands with a groat a 
week to each for their maintenance,, which is to 
this day duly paid them. In thofe times, a pen- 
ny was equal to ten pence halfpenny, and fome- 
what more than half a farthing in ours; which 
makes about eight ninths difference. 

This is plain alfo'from the old cuftom upon ma- 
ny cftates in England to let for leafes of lives, 
(renewable at pleafure) where the referved rent is 
ufually about twelve pence a pound, which then 
was near the half real value : and although the 
fines be not fixed, yet the landlord gets altogether 
not above three fhillings in the pound of the worth 

of 



the POWEH op BISHOPS. 741 

of vhis land : and the tenants are fo wedded to 
this cuftom, that, if the owner firffer three lives 
to expire, none of them will take a leafe on other 
conditions \ or if he brings in a foreigner who 
will agree to pay a reafonable rent, the other te*- 
nants, by all manner of injuries, will make that 
foreigner fo uneafy, that he mull be forced to 
tjnit the farm $ as the late Earl of Bath felt, by 
the experience of above ten thoufand pounds loft. 

The gradual decreafe, for about two hundred 
years after, was not confiderable and therefore 
I do dot rely on the account given by fome hifto- 
rians, that Harry the feventh left behind him 
eighteen hundred thoufand pounds; for although 
the Weft-Indies were difcovered before his death, 
and although he had the beft talents and inftru- 
fflents for exacting of money, ever poflefled by any 
prince fince the time of Vcfpafian (whom he re- 
fcmbled in many particulars) yet I conceive, that 
in his days, the whole coin of England could 
hardly amount to fuch a fum. For in the reign 

of Philip and Mary, Sir -Cockain of Derby- 

fliire, the beft houfe-kecper of his quality in the 
county, allowed his lady fifty pounds a year for 
maintaining the family, one pound a year wages 
to each ferrant, and two pounds to the fteward ; 
as I was told by a perfon of quality, who had feen 
the original account of his ceconomy. Now, this 
fum of fifty pounds, added to the advantages of 
a large domain, might be equal to about five 
hundred pounds a year at prefent, or fomewhat 
more than four fifths. 

Vol. IV. X The 
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The great plenty of filver in England began in c 
queen Elizabeth's. reign, when Drake and othen 
took vaft quantities of coin and bullion from tb« L 
Spaniards, either upon their own American coafti» 
or in their return to Spain. However, fo much 
hath been imported annually from that time to 
this, that the value of money in England, and t 
mod parts of Europe, is funk above one half with- V 
in the fpace of one hundred years, notwithftan- 
ding the great export of filver for about eighty 
years pad to the Eaft-Indies, from whence k 
never returns. But gold not being liable to the 
fame accident, and by new difcoveries grown 
every day more plentiful, feems in danger of be- 
coming a drug. 

This hath been the progrefs of the value of mo* 
ney in former ages, and muft of neceiGty conti- 
nue fo for the future, without fome new invafion 
of Goths and Vandals to deflroy law, property 
and religion, alter the very face of nature, and 
turn the world upfide down. 

I muft repeat, that what I am to fay upon the 
fubjeft, is intended only for the convidtion of thofe 
among our own party , who are true lovers of the 
church, and would be glad it (hould continue in 
a tolerable degree of prosperity to the end of the 
world. 

The church is fuppofed to laft for ever, Ijoth in 
its difcipline and doftrine; which is a privilege 
common to every petty corporation, who muft 
likewife obferve the laws of their foundation. If 
a gentleman's eftate, which now yields him a 

thoufand 
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tbou&nd pounds a year, had been fet for ever at 
tit higheft value, even in the flourifhing days of 
king. Charles the fecond, would it now amount to 
above four or five hundred at moil? What if this 
Ipd happened two or three hundred years ago \ 
-would, the referved rent at this day be any more 
than a fmall chiefry ? Suppofe the revenues of a 
bHhop to have been under the fame circumftances ; 
could he now be able to perform works of hofpi- 
tality and charity ? Thus, if the revenues of a 
htthop he limited to a thoufand pounds a year ; 
how will his (ucceffor be in a condition to fupport 
Us ftation with decency, when the feme deno- 
mination of money (hall not anfwer an half, a 
quarter, or an eighth part of that fum ? which 
Hwft unavoidably he the confequence of any bill 
. to elude the limiting aft, whereby the church was 
pderved from utter ruin. 

The fame reafco holds good in all corporations 
whatfoever, who cannot follow a more pernicious 
pa&ice than that of granting perpetuities, for 
which many of them fraart to this day ; although 
the leaders among them are often fo ftupid as not 
to perceive it, or fometimes fo knavifh as to find 
tfceir private account in cheating the community. 

Several colleges in Oxford were aware of this 
growing evil about an hundred years ago $ and in- 
Head of limiting their rents to a certain fum of mo- 
ney, prevailed with their tenants to pay the price of 
fo many barrels of corn, to be valued as the market 
went at two feafons (as I remember) in the year. 
For a barrel of corn is of a real intrinfic value, 
X 2 which 
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which gold and filver arc not : and by this inven- 
tion, thefe colleges have preferved a tolerable fub- 
Mence for their fellftws and ftudents to this day. 

The prefent bifhops will indeed be no fufferer* 
by fuch a bill ; becaufe, their ages confidered, they 
cannot expecl: to fee any great decreafe in the 
value of money; or at woift they can make it up 
In the fines, which will probably be greater than 
ufual upon the change of leafes into fee-farnas or 
lives ; or without the power of obliging their 
tenants to a real half value. And, as I cannot 
well blame them for taking fuch advantages (con* 
iidering the nature of human- kind) when the 
queftion is only, whether the money (hall be put 
into their own, or another man's pocket : fo they 
will never be excufable before God or man, if they 
do not, to their death, oppofe, declare, and proteft 
again ft any fuch bill, as muft in its confequences- 
complete the ruin of the church, and of their own 
order in this kingdom. 

If the fortune of a private perfon be diminiflied 
by the weaknefs or inadvertency of his anceftors, 
in letting leafes for ever at low rents, the world 
lies open to his induftry for purchnfing of more.* 
but the church is barred by a dead hand; or, if it 
were otherwife, yet the cuftom of making be- 
quefts to it, hath been out of practice for almoft 
two hundred years, and a great deal direfliy con* 
trary hath been its fortune. 

I. have been aflured by a perfon of fome confe- 
quence, to whom I am like wife obliged for the 
account of fQme oihsr fa&s already related, that 

the 
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.the late f bifhop of Salifbury (the greateft whig 
of that bench in his days) confeffed to him, that 
the liberty, which bifliops in England have of letting 
leafes for lives, would, in his opinion, be one day 
the ruin of epifcopacy there; and thought the 
church in this kingdom happy by the limita- 
tion aflR 

Anrf have we not already found the effect of* 
. this different proceeding in both kingdoms ? Have 
not two Englilh prelates quitted their peerage ancfc 
feats in parliament, in a nation offreedom^ for the 
fake of a more ample revenue even in this unhap- 
py kingdom, rather than lie under the mortifica- 
tion of living below their dignity at home? for 
which, however, they cannot be juftly cenfured. 
I know indeed fome perfons, who offer, as an ar- 
gument for repealing the limiting bill, that it 
may in . future ages prevent the praftice of pro- 
viding this kingdom with bifliops from England,, 
when the only temptation will be removed. And 
they alledge, that, as- things have gone for fome 
years part, gentlemen will grow difcouraged from. 
/ fending their fons to the univerfity, and fronv 
Offering them to enter into holy orders, when 
they are likely to languifli under a curacy or fmall 
vicarage to the end of their lives :. but this is all 
a vain imagination ; for the decreafe in the value 
of money will equally affect both kingdoms :,and 
befides, when biflioprics here grow too fmall to> 
invite over men of credit and confequence,. they 
will he left more fully to the difpofal of a chief." 

X J governor,, 

t>Dr. Bacnct. 
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governor, who can never fail of fome worthlefr 
illiterate chaplain, fond of a title and precedence- 
Thus will that whole bench, in an age or two, be * 
compofed of mean, ignorant, fawning gownmen, ! 
humble fuppliants and dependents upon the court 
for a morfel of bread, and ready to ferjre every 
turn that (hall be demanded from them, m hopes c 
of getting fome commendam tacked to their fees ; sd 
which mud then be the trade, as it is now too $ 
much in England, to the great difcouragement of 12 
Ac inferior clergy. Neither is that pra&ice with* a 
out example among us. t 
It is now about eighty-five years fince the pat i 
fing of that limiting aft, and there is but one in- c 
ftance in the memory of man, of a bifhop's leafe i 
broken, upon the plea of not being ftatutable 5 1 
which, in every body's opinion, could liave been i 
loft by no other perfon than he, who was then te- s 
nant, and happened to be very ungracious in his. 1 
county. In the prefent J bifliop of Meath'scafe, that 
plea did not avail, although the leafe were notori- 
oufly unftatutable; the rent referved,being,as I have 
been told, not a feventh part of the real value; yet 1 
the jury, upon their oaths, very gravely found it to- 
be according to the ftatute ; and one of them was 
heard to fay, that he would eat his Jhoes t before ht 
would give a verdifr, for the bifhop. A very few 
more have made the fame attempt, with as little 
fuccefs. Every bifhop and other ecclefiaftical body 
reckon forty pounds in an hundred to be a reafon- 
able half value 5 or if it be only a third part, it 

feldon* 

I Dr. Evans, a Wclttunao* 
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feldom or never breeds any difference between 
landlord and tenant. But when the rent is from 
five to nine or ten parts fcfs than the worth, 
the bifbop, if he confults the good of his fee, will 
fee apt to expoftulate 5 and the tenant, if he be 
an honeft man, will have fome regard to the 
reafonalSlenefs and juftice of the demand, fo as to 
rfcld to a moderate advancement, rather than 
ftgage in a fuit, where law and equity are direfl- 
y againft him. By thefe means, the bifhops have 
icen fo true to their trufts, as to procure fome 
mall (hare in the advancement of rents ; although 
t be notorious, that they do not receive the third 
tenny (fines included) of the real value of their 
ands throughout the kingdom. 

I wasnever able to imagine what inconvenience 
:ould accrue to the public by one or two thoufand 
pounds a year in the hands of a proteftant bifhop, 
my more than of a lay perfon *. The former,, 
generally fpeaking, liveth as pioufly and hofpita- 
i>ly as the other ; pays his debts as honeftly, and 
fpends as much of his revenue among his tenants : 
befides, if they be his immediate tenants, you 
may diftinguifh them at firft fight by their habits 
and horfes ; or, if you go to their houfes, by their 
comfortable way of living. But the misfortune 
is, that fuch immediate tenants, generally fpeak- 
ing, have others under them, and fo a third and 
fourth in fubordination, till it comes to the wel- 
der 

• This part of the paragraph is to be applied to the period 
when the whole was written, which was jn. I72£> wjicn &ycial 
ft queen Aane*f bUhops wore living 
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der (as they call him) who fits at a rack-rent, amf 
lives as miferable as an Irifli farmer upon a new 
leafe from a lay landlord. But fuppofe a bifhop 
happens to be avaricious, (as being compofedof 
the fame ftufF with other men) the confequence to 
the public is no worfe than if he were a 'fquiraj 
for he leaves his fortune to his fon or Hear rela- 
tion, who, if he be rich enough, will never think 
of entering into the church. 

And as there can be no difadvantage to the 
public, in a proteftant country, that a man fhould 
hold lands as a bifhop^ any more than if he were 
a, temporal per fon-, fo it is of great advantage to 
the community, where a bifliop lives as he ought 
to do. He is bound in confeience to refide in 
his diocefe, and by a folemn. promife to keep hof- 
pitality : his eftate is fpent in the kingdom, not 
remitted to England : he keeps the clergy to their 
duty, and is an example of virtue both to them 
and the people. Suppofe him an ill man ; yet 
his very chara&er will withhold him from any 
great or open exorbitances. But in fa& it muftbe 
allowed, that fome bifliops of this kingdom „within 
twenty years part, have done very flgnal and lading 
a£ts of public charity; great inftances whereof 
are the * late and f prefent primate, and the 
Lord % Archbifhop of Dublin that now is, who 
hath left memorials of his bounty in many parts 
of his province. I might add the bifhop of § 
Raphoe, and feveral others : not forgetting the 
late dean of Down, Dr. Pratt, who teftowed- 

one- 

*Br.Marflu fDx.Luni&f. i Dr. .King. §,Br..Eoflcr- 
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one thoufand pounds upon the univerfity ; which 
foundation (that I may obferve by the way) if the 
bill propofed fhould pafs, would be in the fame 
circumftances with thebifhops, nor ever able again 
to advance the ftipends of the fellows and ftudents, 
as. lately they found it neceflary to do 5 the de- 
terminate fum appointed by the ftatute for com- 
mons, being not half fufficient, by the fall of mo* 
ney, ro afford neceflary fuftenance. But the paf— 
fing of fuch a bill muft put an end to all ecclefi- 
aftical beneficence for the time to come ; and 
whether this will be fupplied by thofe who are to, 
reap the benefit, better than it hath been done by* 
the grantees of impropriate tythes, who received^ 
them upon the old church conditions, of keeping: 
hofpitality, it will be eafy to conjecture** 

To alledge, that paffing fuch a bill would be a 
good encouragement to improve bifhops lands, t 
is a great error. Is it not the .general method of 
landlords, to wait the expiration of a leafe, and' 
then cant their lands to the higheft bidder ? And 
what (hould hinder the fame courfe to be taken 
in church leafes, when the limitation is removed,, 
of paying half the real value to the bifliop ? In rid- 
ing through the country ,how few improvements do 
we fee upon the eftates of laymen, farther than 
about their own domains ? To fay the truth, it is 
a great misfortune, as well to the public as to the 
bifhops themfelves, that their lands are generally 
ktto lords and great 'fquires, who in reafon were 
never defigned to be tenants j and therefore may 
naturally murmur at the payment of rent, as \ 

fubfcrviency: 
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fubfcrviency they were not born to. If the tenaats 
to the church were honeft farmers, they would 
pay their fines and rents with chearfulnefs, im- 
prove, their lands, and thank God they were to 
give but a moderate half value for what they 
held. I have heard a man of a thoufand pounds j 
a year talk with great contempt of bifhops leaks, ! 
as being on a worfe foot than the reft of his eftatcj 
and he had certainly reafon : My anfwer was, that 
fueh leafes were originally intended only for 
the benefit of induftrious hulbandmen, who 
would think it a great bleffing to be fo provided 
for, inftead of having his farm fcrewed up to the 
height, not eating one comfortable meal in a year, 
nor able to find (hoes for (tie children. 

I know not any advantage that can accrue by 
fiich abill, except the preventing of perjury in jury- 
men, and falfe dealing in tenants * which is a reme- 
dy like that of giving my money to an highway- 
man, before he attempts to take it by force ; and 
fe I (hall be Aire to prevent the fin of robbery. 

I had wrote thus far, and thought to have 
made an end \ when a bookfeller fent me a finatt 
pamphlet, entitled, The cafe of the laby, with fim* 
queries ; full of the ftrongeft malice againft the 
clergy, that I have any where met with fince the 
reign of Toland, and others of that tribe. Tfcefe 
kind of advocates do infinite mifchief to our 
good cause, by giving grounds to the unjuft re- 
proaches of Tories and Jacobites, who 
charge us with being enemies to the church. If 
I bear an heaxty unfeigned loyalty to his majefty 

kiiifc 
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lung GEORGE and the houfe of Hanover, not 
(haken in the leaft by the hardftiips we lie under, 
which never can be imputable to lb gracious a 
prince; if I fincerely abjure the Pretender , and 
il\ p9pi/b fuccejfcrs ; if I bear a due veneration to 
the glorious memory of the late king WILLIAM, 
nvho preferved thefe kingdoms from popery and 
lavery wkh the expence of his blood, and hazard 
>f his life \ and laftly, if I am for a proper in- 
lulgence to all d\[fenters^ I think nothing more 
:an be reafonably demanded of me as a Whig, 
ind that my political catechifm is full and com- 
plete. But whoever, under the fiSelter of that par- 
ty denomination, and of many great profeflions 
of loyalty, would deftroy, or undermine, or injure 
the church eftabliftied ; I utterly difown him, and 
think he ought to choofe another name of diftinc- 
tion for himfelf and his adherents. I came into 
the caufe upon other principles, which, hy the 
grace of God, I mean to preferve as long as I live. 
Shall we juftify the accufations of our adverfaries? 
Hoc Ithacus velit. The Tories and Jacobites will 
behold Us, with a malicious pleafure, determined 
upon the ruin of our friends. For is not the pre- 
fent fet of bifhops almoft entirely of that number, 
as well as the great majority of the principal clergy ? 
And a fhort time will reduce the whole by vacan- 
cies upon death. 

An impartial reader, if he pleafes to examine 
what I hare already faid,will eafily anfwer the bold 
queries in the pamphlet I mentioned ; he will be 
convinced, that the rea/onjill firongly exi/fs 9 for 

which 
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which that limiting law was ena&ed. A reafonabfe 7 1 
man will wonder, where can be the infufferahU 1 
grievance, that an ecclejiafiical landlord fliould ci- ffe 
pe£t a moderate or a third part value in rent for ffl * 
his lands, when his title is at leqft as ancient ^ 
and as legal as that of a layman 5 who is yet but Cl ? 
feldom guilty of giving fuch beneficial bargains. ^ 
Has the nation been thrown into confufion ? And 
have many poor families been ruined by rack-rents • 
paid for the lands of the church ? does /A* /w- lGc 
tion cry out to have a law that muft in time_ fend °^ 
their biihops a-begging ? But God be thanked} S 
the clamours of enemies to the church, is not yet ' 
the cry, and I hope will never prove the voice of * 
the nation. The clergy, I conceive, will hardly ( 
allow that the people maintain them, any more 
than in the fenfe that all landlords whatfoever 1 
are maintained by the people. Such aflertions as 
thefe, and the infinuations they carry along with I 
them, proceed from principles which cannot be 
avowed by thofe, who are for prefer ving the hap- 
py conjlitution in church and Jlate. Whoever were 
the propofers of fuch queries, it might have pro- 
voked a bold writer to retaliate, perhaps with . 
morejuftice than prudence, by (hewing at whofe 
door the grievance lies, and that the bifhops at 
leajl are not to anfwer for the poverty of tenants. 

To gratify this great reformer, who enlarges 
the epifcopal rent-roll almoft one'half, let me fup- 
pofe that all the church lands in- the kingdom 
were thrown up to the laity ; would the tenants 
in fuch a cafe fit eafier in their rents than they 

do 
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now ? Or, would the money be equally fpent 

1 the kingdom ? No ; the farmer would be 
:rewed up to the utmoft penny by the agents 
id fte wards of abfentees, and the revenues em- 
loyed in making a figure at London ; to which 
ity a full third part of the whole income of Ire- 
nd is annually returned, to anfwer that fingle 
rticle of maintenance for Irifti landlords. 

Another of his quarrels is againft pluralities 
id non-refidence : as to the former, it is a word 
f ill- name, but not well underftood. The cler- 
y having been (tripped of the greateft part of 
leir revenues, the glebes being generally loft, 
le tythes in the hands of laymen, the churches 
emoliflied, and the country depopulated ; in or- 
er to preferve a face of chrijlianity, it was necef- 
ary to unite fmall vicarages fufficient to make a 
olerable maintenance for a minifter. The profit 
f ten or a dozen of thefe unions feldom amounts 
o above eighty or an hundred pounds a year, 
f there be a very few dignitaries , whofe prefer- 
ments are perhaps more liable to this accufation, 
t is to be fuppofed, they may be favourites of the 
ime ; or perfons of fuperior merit, for whom 
here hath ever been fome indulgence in all go- 
ernments. 

As to non-refidence, I believe there is no chrif- 
ian country upon earth, where the clergy have 
efs to anfwer for upon that article. I am confi- 
lent there are not ten clergymen- in the kingdom, 
rho, properly fpeaking, can b« termed non-re/t- 
Unts ; for furely we are not to reckon in that 

Vol. IV. Y number 
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number thofe, who for want of glebes are forced 
to retire to the neareft neighbouring village for a 
cabin to put their heads in ; the leading man of 
the pari Hi, when he makes the greateft clamour} 
being lead difpofed to accommodate the minifer 
with an acre of ground. And indeed, confider- 
ing the difficulties the clergy lie under upon this 
head, it hath been frequent matter of wonder to 
me, how they are able to perform that part of 
their duty fo well as they do. 

There is a * noble author, who hath lately .ad- 
drefled to the houfe of commons an excellent 
difcourfe for the encouragement of agriculture ; full 
of moft ufeful bints y which I hope that honour* 
able aflembly will confider as they deferve. I 
am not a ftranger to his lordfhip ; and, except- 
ing in what relates to the church, there are few 
'perfons with whofe opinions I am better pleafed 
to agree ; and am therefore grieved when 1 find 
him charging the inconveniencies in the payment 
of tythes upon the clergy and their proclors. His 
lordftiip is above conlidering a very known and 
vulgar truth, that the meaneft farmer hath all 
manner of advantages againft the moft powerful 
clergyman, by whom it is impoffible he can be 
wronged, although the tninifler were ever fo evil 
difpofed ; the whole fyltcm of teazing, perplexing) 
and defrauding the proclor, or his mafier % being as 
well known to every ploughman, as the reaping or 
fowing of his corn, and much more artfully prac- 
tifed. Befides, the leading man in the parifli 

mull 
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nuft have his tythes at his own rate, which is 
lardly ever above one quarter of the value. And 
; have heard it computed by many fkilful obferv- 
;rs, whofe intereft was not concerned, that the 
:lergy did not receive throughout the kingdom 
>ne half of what the laws have made their due. 

As to bis lordfhip's difcontent a gain ft the / 
Ytfkops-court) I (hall not interpofe farther than in 
venturing my private opinion, that the clergy 
would be very glad to recover their juft dues by a 
more Jbort, decifive, and compulfive method, than 
[ticn a cramped and limited jurifdi&ion will allow. 

His Iordfhip is not the only perfon difpofed to 
give the clergy the honour of being the file en- 
couragers of all new improvements. If hops\ 
hemp, flax, and twenty things more are to be 
planted, the clergy alone muft reward the induf- 
trious farmer by abatement of the tythe. What 
if the owner of nine parts in ten would pleafe to 
abate proportionally in his rent ioi titty aCf* 
thus improved ? Would not a man juft dropt 
from the clouds, upon a full hearing, judge the 
demand to be at leaft as reafonable ? 

I believe no man will difpute his lordftiip's 
title to his eftate j nor will I the jus divinum of 
tythes^ which he mentions withfome emotion. I 
fuppofe the affirmative would be of little advan- 
tage to the clergy, for the fame rcafon that a 
maxim in law hath more weight in the world, 
than an article of faith* And yet I think there 
may be fuch a thing as facrilege ; becaufe it is 
frequently mentioned by Greek and Roman au* 
Y 2 tbors, 
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thors, as well as defcribed in holy writ. This I 
am fure of ; that his lordfhip would at any time 
excufe a parliament for not concerning itfelf 
in his properties without his own confent. 

The obfervations I have made upon his lord- 
ftip's difcourfe, have not, I confefs, been altoge- 
,^ther proper to my fubjecl: : however, fince he 
hath been pleafed therein to offer fome propofals 
to the houfe of commons with relation to the 
clergy, I hope he will excufe me for differing 
from him ; which proceeds from his own principle, 
the defire of defending liberty and property, that he 
hath fo ftrenuoufly and conftantly maintained. 

But the other writer ppenly declares for a law 
Impowering the bifliops to fet fee-farms and 
fays, Whoever intimates, that they will deny their 
confent to fuch a reafonable law, which the whole 
-nation cries for, are enemies to them and the church* 
Whether this be his real opinion, or only a ilrain 
of mirth and irony, the matter is not much* 
However, my fentiments are fo dire&ly contrary 
to his, that, I think, whoever impartially reads 
and confiders what I have written upon this argu- 
ment, hath either no regard for the church efta- 
blimed under the hierarchy of bifhops, or will ne- 
ver confent to any law, that fhall repeal or elude 
the limiting claufe relating to the real half value, 
contained in the act of parliament decimo Caroli, 
For the prefervation of the inheritance ^ rights, andpror 
fits of lands belonging to the church, andperfons ecck- 
fajiical : which was grounded upon reafons, that 

Ldo ftill, and muft for ever fubfift* 
Oft. «. 1723. . Tta 
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The Presbyterians Plea of Merit In order 
to take off the Test, impartially examined. 

Written in the year 1731. * 

\T7E have been told in the common news-pa- 

p erS| t hat all attempts are to be made ^ 
this feflion by the preshyterians and their abettors* 
for taking off the tell ; as a kind preparatory ftep 
to make it go down fmoother in England. For 
if once their light would fo Jhine, the papjfts, de- 
lighted with the blaze, would all come in and 
dance about it. This I take to be a prudent me- 
thod ; like that of a difcreet phyfician, who firft 
gives a new medicine to a dog> before he pre- 
scribes it to a human creature f. 

The 

* Sec a letter on the fubject, P. 209, of this volume ; which 
was reprinted in Ireland on the fame occafion that produced this, 
and the three following tracts. 

f The author begins this tract in the true vein of wit and 

lpirit, by iaying, " We have, been told in the common news- 

" papers, that all attempts are to be made this , feflion by the 

prejbytemans and their abettors, for taking off the teft ; as a 
M kind of preparatory flep to make it go down fmoother in 
'* England. For if once their fight 'would fo Jhine, the papifts^. 
u delighted with the blaze, would all come in and dance about 
M it. This I take to be a prudent method ; like that of a dif- 
M creet phyfician, who firft gives a new medicine to a dog, bc- 

•* fore he prefcribes it to a human creature." 1 have quoted 

this (hort paflage for the ftyle, as well as the matter ; and I 
dare fay, even from hence you will be- confirmed, in one general' 
ob&rvation, that Swift maintains and conducts his metaphors 
and allufions, with a juftnefs particularly delicate and exact, and. 
without the lcaft ftiffheft or affectation. I have formerly men- 
X 3, tionedi 
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The presbyterians have, ever fince the revolu- 
tion, directed their learned cafuifts to employ 
their pens on this fubjeft, by {hewing the merit* 
and pretenfions, upon which they claim this 
jufiicf 3 as founded upon the fervices they did to- 
wards the reftoration of king Charles the fecond, 
and at the revolution under the prince of Orange. 
"Which pleas I take to be the moft fingular in 
their kind, that ever were offered in the face of 
the fun again ft the moft glaring lights of truth, 
and again ft a continuation of public fa&s known 
to all Euiope for twenty years together. I fhall 
therefore, impartially examine the merits and 
conduct of the prefoyterians upon thofe two great 
events - y and the pretenfions to favour, which, 
they challenge upon them. 

Soon after the reformation of the church in 
England under Edward the fixth, upon queen 
Mary's fucceeding to the crown (who reftored 
popery ) many proteftants fled out of England to 
•efcape the persecution raifed againft the church, 
as her brother had left it eftablifhed. Some of 
thefe exiles went to Geneva ; which city had re- 
ceived the doftrine of Calvin, and rejected the 
government of biftiops ; with many other refine- 
ments. Thefe Englifh exiles readily embraced 
the Geneva fyftem ; and having added further im- 
provements of their own, upon queen Mary's 

death 

tioned in what degree of contempt and hatred he held the Di£ 
fenters, efpecially the prelhyterians [above, p. aio.J and I need 
only add, that as this pamphlet was written for the meridian of 
Ireland, it onght-to have been placed with the other tracts -on the 
feme fubjeft. Orrery. And fo it is placed in this edition. 
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1 returned to England ; where they preached 
leir new opinions, inveighing bitterly again ft 
patj) and all rites and ceremonies, however 
cent and antient in the church : building up- 
his foundation ; to run as far as poffible 

popery, even in the moil minute and indiffe- 

circumftances. This faction, under the 
e of puritan, became very turbulent during - 
arhole reign of queen Elizabeth, and were al- 
i difcouraged by that wife queen, as well as 
er two fucceffors. However, their numbers 
ell as their infolence and perverfencfs fo far 
rafed, that foon after the death of king 
es the firft, many inftances of their petulancy 

fcurrility are to be feen in their pamphlets 
ten for fome years after (which was a trade 

began in the days of queen Elizabeth) par- 
arly with great rancour againft the bifhops, 
habits, and the ceremonies : fuch were thofe 
rilous libels under the title of Martin MaF- 
itc, and feveral others. And although the 

of Clarendon tells us, until the year 1640 
. remember) the kingdom was in a ftate of 
j£l peace and happinefs, without the leaft ap- 
ance of thought or defign towards making 
alterations in religion or government ; yet I 
: found, by often rummaging for old books in 
le Britain and Ducklane, a great number of 
phlcts printed from the year 1630 to 1640, 
of as bold and impious railing expreffions a- 
ft the. lawful power of the crown, and the 
r of bilhops, as ever were uttered during the 

rebellion, 
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rebellion, or the whole fubfequent tyranny of that 
fanatic anarchy. However, I find it manifeft, * 
that puritanifin did not ere& itfelf into a new fc- a 
parate fpecics of religion, till fome time after the *. 
rebellion began. For in the latter times of king x 
James the firft, and the former part of his fin, s 
there were feveral puritan bifhops, and many pu? c 
titan private clergymen while people went, a* s 
their inclinations led them, to hear preachers of = 
each party in the parifli churches; for the puritan \ 
clergy had received epifcopal orders as well as the < 
reft. But foon after the rebellion broke out, the \ 
term puritan gradually dropt, and that of pref* 
byterian fucceeded j which fe& was in two or 
three years eftabliftied in all its forms, by what 
they called an ordinance of the lords and conv \ 
mons, without confuiting tbe king, who was then 
at war againft his rebels. And from this period, 
the church continued under perfecution, untU 
monarchy was reftored in the year 1660. 1 

In a year or two after, we began to hear of a 
new party rifen, and growing in the parliament,, 
as well as the army, under the name of indepen- 
dent : it fpread, indeed, fomewhat more in the 
latter, but not equal with the prejbyterians % either 
in weight or number, until the very time the 
king was murdered. 

When the king, who was then a pnfoner in 
the ille of Wight, had made his laft cbnceflions 
for a peace to the commiffioners of the parlia- 
ment, who attended him there ; upon their re- 
turn to London* they reported his majefty's a»- 
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wer in the houfe. Whereupon a number of 
xioderate members, who, as Ludlow fays, had 
Secured their own terms with that prince, ma- 
naged with fo much art, as to obtain a majority 
in a thin houfe for pa fling a vote, That the kings 
fnceflions were a ground for a future fettlement. 
But the great officers of the army joining with ^ 
the difcontented members, came to a refolution 
of excluding all thofe who had confented to that 
vote; which they executed in a military way. 
Ireton told Fairfax the general, a rigid pre/byte- 
rian, of this refolution ; who thereupon iflued his - 
orders for drawing out the army the next morn- 
ing, and placing guards in Weftminfter-hall, the 
court of requejls, and the lobby ; who, in obedience 
to the general, in conjunction with thofe mem- 
bers who had oppofed the vote, would let no mcfn- 
ber enter the houfe, except tho£e of their own 
party. Upon which the queftion for bringing the 
king to juftice, was immediately put, and carried 
without opposition, that I can find. • Then an or- 
der was made for his trial ; the time and place 
appointed \ the judges named, of whom Fairfax 
himfelf was one; although, by the advice or 
threats of his wife, he declined fitting among 
them. However, by frefli orders under his own 
hand, which I have feen in print, he appointed 
guards to attend the judges at the trial, and to ' 
keep the city in quiet ; as he did likewife to pre- 
vent any oppofition from the people upon the daj 
of execution. 

From what I have already deduced, it appears 

manifeft*, 
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manifeft, that the differences between thefe two 
feels, prejbyterian and independent , did not then a- 
mount to half fo much as what there is between 
a whig and tory at prefent among us. The de- 
fign of utterly extirpating monarchy and epifco- 
pacy, was equally the fame in both ; evidently 
„ the confequence of the very fame principles, up- 
on which the pre/by terians alone began, continued, 
and would have ended in the fame events ; if, 
towards the conclufion, they had not been beard- 
ed by that new party, with whom they could not 
agree about dividing the fpoil. However, they 
held a good (hare of civil and military employ- 
ments during the whole time of the usurpation; 
and their names, actions and preferments are fre- 
quent in the accounts of thofc times : For, I 
make no doubt, that all the prudent pre/byteriatts 
complied, in proper feafons falling in with the 
ftream ; and thereby got that fibare in employ- 
ments, which man/ of them held till the reftora- 
tion, and perhaps, too in any of them after. In 
the fame manner, we find our wifeft tories in both 
kingdoms, upon the change of hands and meafures 
at the queen's death, have endeavoured, for feve- 
ral years, by due compliances, to recover the time 
they had loft by a temporary obftinacy ; wherein 
they have well fucceeded, according to tneir de- 
grees of merit ; of whofe names I could here 
. make honourable mention, if I did not fear it 
might offend their modefty. As to what is al- 
ledged, that fome of the prcjbyterians declared o- 
penly againft the king's murder \ I allow it to be 

true. 
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true. But, from what motives ? No other- can 
poflibly be affigned than perfedt fjpite, Tagc, and 
mvy, to find themfeives wormed out of all power 
by a new infant (pawn of independents fpning 
from their own bowels. It is true, the differences 
in religious tenets between them, are very few 
and trifling ; the chief quarrel, as far as I re- 
member, relating to congregational and national 
affemblies. But, wherever intereft or power 
think fit to interfere, it little imports what prin- 
ciples the oppofite parties think fit to charge up- 
on each other ; for we fee at this day, that the 
twies are more hated by the whole fet of zealous 
whigSy than the very papifls themfeives ; and, in 
effe&, as much unqualified for the fmalleft of- 
fice ; although both thefe parties aflert themfeives 
to be of the fame religion, in all its branches of 
do&rine and difcipline ; and profefs the fame 
loyalty to the fame protejlant king and his heirs. 

If the reader would know what became of this 
independent party, upon whom all the mifchief is 
charged by their prejbyterian brethren, he may 
pleafe to obferve, that, during the whole ufurpa- 
tion, they contended, by degrees, with their pa- 
rent fed, and, as I have already faid, (hared in 
employments ; and gradually, after the reitera- 
tion, mingled with-the mafs of prejbyterians ; ly- 
ing ever fince undiftinguiihed in the herd of 
dijfenters. 

The presbyterian merit is of as little weight, 
when they alledge themfeives inftrumental to- 
wards the king's reftoration. The kingdom grew 

tired 
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tired with thofe ridiculous models of govern- 
ment ; firft by a houfe of lords and commons, 
without a king ; then without bifhops ; after- 
wards by a rump # and lords temporal ; then by 
a rump alone ; next by a Angle perfon for life, 
in conjunction with a council \ by agitators * by 
major-generals j by a new kind* of reprefenta- 
tives from the three kingdoms ; by the keepers of 
the liberties of England ; with other fchemes 
that have flipped out of my memory. Cromwell 
was dead ; his fon Richard, a weak ignorant 
wretch, who gave up his monarchy, much in the 
fame manner with the two ufurping kings of 
Brentford ; f the people harafled with taxes, and 
other oppreflions. The king's party, then called 
the Cavaliers, began to recover their fpirits. 
The few nobility fcattered through the kingdom, 
who lived in a mod retired manner, obferving 
the confufion of things, could no longer endure 
to be ridden by bakers, coblers, brewers, and the 
like, at the head of armies, and plundering every 
where like French dragoons. The rump affem- 
bly grew defpicable to thofe who had raifed them : 
the city of London, exhaufted by almofl twenty 
years contributing to their own ruin, declared a- 
gainft them. The rump, after many deaths and 
refurreclions, was, in the molt contemptuous 
manner, kicked out, and burnt in effigy. The 

excluded 

* This name was given to that part of the houfe of commons 
which remained after the moderate men had been expelled by 
military force. Haivkef. 

t In the Rchcarfal. Havhf, 
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excluded members were let in ; a free parliament 
called, in as legal a manner as the times would 
allow j and the king Teftored. 
- The fecond claim of presbyterian merit, is 
founded upon their fervices againft the dangerous 
defigns of king James the Second ; while that 
prince was ufing all his endeavours to introduce 
popery, which he openly profeffed upon his com- 
ing to the crown : to this they add their eminent 
fervices at the revolution under the prince of O- 
range. 

Now, the quantum of presbyterian merit, during 
the four years reign of that weak, bigotted, and 
ill-advifed prince, as well as at the time of the 
revolution, will eafily be computed, by a recourfe 
to a great number of hiftories, pamphlets and 
public papers, printed in thofe times, and fome 
afterwards ; befides the verbal teftimonies o£ 
many perfons yet alive, who are old enough to 
have known and obferved the diffenters conduct 
in that critical period. 

It is agreed, that upon king Charles tbe fe- 
cond's death, foon after his fucceffor had public- 
ly owned himfelf a Roman catholic, he began 
with his firft careffes to the church party ; from 
whom having received very cold, difcouraging 
anfwers, he applied to the prejbyterian leaders and 
teachers : being advifed by his priefts and poptfb 
courtiers, that thefafeft method towards introdu- 
cing his own religion, would be by taking off the 
fact omental tejl, and giving a full liberty of con- 
science to all religions, (I fuppofe that profeffed 

Vol,. IV, Z chriftianity.) 
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chriftianity.) It feems that the pre/byterians in tht 
later years of king Charles the fecond, upon 
account of certain plots (allowed by biihop Bur- 
net to be genuine) had been for a (hort time for- 
bid to hold their conventicles. Whereupon thefc 
charitable Chriftians, out of perfeffc refentment 
againft the churchy received the gracious offers 
of king James with the ftrongeft profeflions of 
loyalty, and higheft acknowledgements for hi| 
favour. I have feen feveral of their addrefles, 
full of thanks and praifes, with bitter infinua- 
tions of what they had fuffered ; putting them- 
felves and the papifis upon the fame foot, as fel- 
low - fufFerer s for confeience ; and with the ftile of 
our brethren the Roman catholics. About this time 
began the projedl of clofeting (which hath fince 
been praftifed many times with more art and 
fuccefs) where the principal gentlemen of the 
kingdom were privately catechifed by his majefty, 
to know whether, if a new parliament were call- 
ed, they would agree to pafs an a£t for repealing 
the facramental tejl i and eftablifhing a general li- 
berty of confeience. But he received fo little en- 
couragement, that, defpairing of fuccefs, he had 
recourfe to his difpenGng power, which the judges 
had determined to be part of his prerogative. 
By colour of this determination, he preferred fe- 
veral presbyterians, and many papijls^ to civil and 
military employments. While the king was thus 
bufied, it is well known that monfieur Fagel, 
the Dutch envoy in London, delivered the ©pi- 
llion o( the prince and princefc of Orange con- 
cerning 
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:erning the repeal of the teft ; whereof the king 
had fent an account to their highnefles, to know 
how far they approved of it. The fubftance o£ 
their anfwer, as reported by Fagel, was this, that 
their highnefes thought very well of a liberty of con* 
feience i hut by no means of giving employments to 
any- other perfons than thofe who were of the national 
church. This opinion was confirmed by feveral 
reafons : I cannot be more particular, not having 
the paper by me, although it hath been printed 
hi many accounts of thofe times. And thus 
much every moderate churchman would perhaps 
iubmit to : but to truft any part of the civil power 
in the hands of thofe, whofe intereft, inclination* 
cjonfeience, and former practices, have been whol- 
ly turned to introduce a different fyflem of reli- 
gion and government, hath very few examples 
in any chriftian ftate % nor any at all in Holland* 
th« great patronefs of univerfal toleration. 

Upon the firft intelligence king James received 
of an intended invafion by the prince of Orange* 
among great numbers of papijk to increafc his 
troops he gave commiffions to feveral presbyterians $ 
fome of whom had been officers under the rump; 
and partieularly he placed one Richards, a noted 
presbyterifln, at the head of a regiment, who had 
been governor of Wexford in Cromwell's time* 
and is often mentioned by Ludfow in his Me- 
moirs. This regiment was raifed in England 
againft the prince of Orange : the colonel made 
bis fon a captain, whom I knew, and who was 
as xealpus a presbyterian as his father. However* 
Zi , at 
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at tbe time of the prince's landing, the fattier, 
eafily forefeeing how things would go, went over 
like many others to the prince, who continued 
him in his regiment ; but coming over a year or 
two after, to aflift in raifing the liege of Derry, 
he behaved himfelf fo like either a coward or a 
traitor, that his regiment was taken from him. 

I will now confider the conduft of the church 
party during the whole reign of that unfortunate 
king. They were fo unanimous againft promi- 
fing to pafs an aft for repealing the teft, and efta- 
blifliing a general liberty of confcience, that the 
iSng durft not truft a parliament * but, encoura- 
ged by the profeflions of loyalty given him by his 
presbyterian friends, went on with his difpenfing 
power. 

t The church clergy at that time are allowed to 
Iiave written the beft colle&ion of trails againft 
popery, that ever appeared in England ; which are 
to this day in the higheft efteem. But upon the 
ftri&eft enquiry, I could never hear of above one 
Or two papers publifhed by the prabyterians, at that 
time, upon the fame fubjeft. Seven great prelates 
(he of Canterbury among the reft) were fent to 
the tower for prefcnting a petition, wherein 
.they defired to be excufed in not obeying an ille- 
gal command from the king. The bimop of Lon- 
don, Dr. Compton^ was fummoned to anfwer be- 
fore the CQmmiiTioners for ecclefiaftical affairs, for 
not fufpending Dr. Sharp (afterwards Archbifliop 
of York) by the king's command. If the pre/- 
byterians expreifed the fame zeal upon any occa- 

Con A 
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/ion, the inftances of it are not, as I can find, 
left upon record, or tranfmitted by tradition* 
The proceedings againft Magdalen college in Ox- 
ford, for refilling to comply witluthe king's man- 
date for admitting a profefled pnpifl upon their 
foundation, are a {landing proof of the courage 
and firmncfs in religion fhown by that learned 
fociety, to the ruin of their fortunes. The pre/- 
byterians know very well, that I could produce 
many more inftances of the fame kind. But thefe 
are enough, in fo fhort a paper as I intend at pre- 
fer t. 

It is indeed very true, that after king William 
was fettled onthe Englifli throne, the presbyterians 
began to appear, and offer their credentials, and 
demand favour : and the new king, having been 
originally bred a Calvinift, was defirous enough to- 
make them eafy (if that would do it) by a lega| 
toleration ; although in his heart he never bore 
much affeftion to that fe& ; nor defigned to fa- 
vour them farther than as it flood with the pre- 
jfent fcheme of politics ; as I have long fince beei* 
allured by the greatefl men o£ whig principles at 
that time in. England. 

It is likewife. true,, nor will it be. denied, that 
when the king was pofleffed of the Englifli crown*, 
and the remainder of the quarrel was left to be 
decided in this kingdom ; the presbyterians wifely 
chofe to join with the prote/tant army, rather tham 
with that of king James their old friend,, whofe? 
affairs were then in a manner defperate. Theyp 
wezi wife enough to know, that this kingdqm^ 
Z-£ dividedl 
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divided againft itfelf, could never prevail a gain ft 
the united power of England. They fought pn 
oris et focis ; for their eitates and religion : which 
latter will newer fuffer fo much by the church of 
England, as by that of Rome, where they are 
counted heretics as well as we : and confequent- 
ly they have no other game to play. But what 
merit they can build upon having joined with a 
proteftant army, under a king they acknowledged,, 
to defend their own liberties and properties a* 
gain ft a popijh enemy under an abdicated king,, 
is, I confefs, to me abfolutely inconceivable ; and 
I believe wilt equally he fb for ever to any rea- 
sonable man. 

When thefe fe&aries were feveral years- ago* 
making the feme attempt for abolifhing the tcnV 
many groundlefs reports were induftrioufly and- 
^eafonably fpread, of an invafion threatened by 
the pretender on the north of Ireland. At which 
time the presbyterians in their phamphlets argued 
in a menacing manner, that if the pretender. 
fhould invade thofe parts of the kingdom, where 
the numbers and eftates of the diffenters chiefly 
lay, they would fit ftill, and let us fight our #w* 
battles ; fince they were to reap no advantage,, 
which ever fide fhould be- vi&ors. If this were 
- the courfe they intended to take in fueh a cafe,. 
I defire to know, how they could contrive iafeljr 
to ftand neuters, otherwife than by a compact 
vith the pretender and hi* army to fupport their 
neutrality, and prated them againft the force* 
of the crown? This is a neceuVy fuppofition i 

becaufe 
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Becaufe they muft otherwife have inevitably been 
» prey to both. However, by this frank declara- 
tion, they fufficiently {hewed their good will, 
and confirmed the common charge laid at 
their door, That a Scottifh or northern pref- 
byterian hates our epifcopal eftablifhed church 
more than popery itfelf. And the reaibn for this, 
hatred is natural enough ; becaufe it is the church 
alone, that ftands in the way between them and* 
power ; which popery doth not. 

Upon this occafion I am in fome doubt, whe*- 
ther the political fpreaders of thofe chimerical in* 
vaGons, made a judicious choice in fixing the 
northern parts of Ireland for that romantic enter- 
prife. Nor can I well underftand the wifdom of 
the prejbyterians in countenancing an4 confirming: 
thofe reports ; becaufe, it feemfr to caft \ mofb 
infamous reflection upon the loyalty and religion^ 
principles of their whole body % for if there had 
been any truth in the matter, the confequenct 
muft have been allowed, that the pretender count- 
ed upon more.affiftance from his father's friends 
die presbyterians 9 by choofing to land in thofe very 
parts, where their number, wealth and power 
mod prevailed, rather than among. d^pfe of his 
own religion. And therefore^ in charity to this 
fed, I rather incline to believe,, that tfcofe reports 
of an invafion were formed and fpread by the 
race of fmall politicians, in order, to do a feafon* 
able job. 

As to popery in general, which, for a thoufand 1 
jeara paft* hath been introducing and multiplying 

corruptions. 
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corruptions both in do&rine and difciplinc •, I Ic 
tipon it to be the moft abfurd fyftem of Chrift 
nity profefTed by any nation. But I cannot j 
prehend this l^pgdom to be much in danger fr< 
it. The eftates of papifts .are very few ; crun 
ling into parcels, and daily diminiftiing; th 
common people are funk in poverty, ignorar 
and cowardice, and of as little confequence 
women and children. Their nobility and genl 
are at leaft one half ruined, banifhed, or convei 
ed : they all foundly feel the fmart of what th 
fuffered in the lad lrifh war. Some of them : 
already retired tf to foreign countries ; others, 
I am told, intend to follow them ; and the re 
I believe, t» a man, who ft HI poflefs any lan< 
are abfolutely determined never to hazard the 
qgain, for the fake of eftablifhing their fuperf 
fion. If it hath been thought fit, as fome o 
fcrve, to abate of the law's rigour againft popi 
ni this kingdom, I am confident it was done i 
very wife reafons, confidering the fituation of ; 
fairs abroad at different times, ancl the intereft 
the protefiant religion in general. And as I 
not find the leaft fault in this proceeding, fo I 
not conceive, why a funk difcarded party, w 
neither expeft nor defire any thing more than 
quiet life, fitould, under the names of kigh-jlyei 
Jacobites y and many other vile appellations, i 
charged fo often in print* and at common table 
■ ;i with endeavouring to introduce popery and t) 
pretender ; while the papijls abhor them above ; 
other men, on account of fcverities agair. 

the 
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their priefts in her late majefty's reign, when the 
now dijbanded reprobate party was in power. This 
I was convinced of fbme years a^o, by a long 
jouiney into the fouthern parts ; w^ere I had the 
curiofity to fend for many priefts of the parifhes 
I pafled through ; and, to my great fatisfa&ion, 
found them every where abounding in profeflions 
of loyalty to the late king George, for which they 
gave me the reafons above-mentioned : at thi .< 
fame time, complaining bitterly of the hardihips 
they fuffered under the Queen's lajl minifiry. 

I return from this digreflion to the mode ft de- 
mands of the prejbyterians for a repeal of the facra- 
mental tefi 9 as a reward for their merits at the re* 
fioration and the revolution ; which merits I have 
fairly reprefented, as well as my memory would 
allow me. If I have committed any miftake^ 
they mult be of little moment. The fads and 
principal circumftances are what I have obtained 
and digefted from reading the hiftories of thofe 
times written by each party ; and many thoufands 
have done the fame as well- as I, who, I am fure, 
have, in their minds drawn the fame conchifionk. 

This is the faction, and thefe the men, who 
are now refuming their applications, T; and giving 
in their bills of merit to both kingdoms upon two 
points, which, of all others, they have the feaft 
pretentions to offer. I have collected the facts 
with all poflible impartiality, from the current 
hiftories of thofe times; and have fliown, al- • ■ 
though very briefly, the gradual proceedings ef 
tbofe fe£Uries a under the denominations of puri- 
tanic 



threats, according to their cuftom) that t 
liament fhould fix them upon an equal fa 
the church eftabliftied. I would fain ki 
what branch of the legiflature they can h 
forehead to apply. Not to my lords the b 
who muft have often read how the pred 
of this very fa&ion, a&ing upon th 
principles, drove the whole bench out 
houfe; who were then,, and hitherto cc 
one of the three eftates : not to the t< 
peers, the fecond of the three eftates ; wl 
have heard, that immediately after thofe re 
fanatics had murdered their king, they 
houfit of lords to be ufelefe and dangero 
would let them fit no longer, otherwifeths 
ele&ed as commoners : not to the houfe < 
mons } who muft have heard, that in tho 
tic times the prejbyterian and independe, 
manders in the army-, by military power, 
all the moderate men out of the boufe, 
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t the feffion now approaching, and a clan of 
ting teachers being come up to town from 

northern head-quarters, accompanied by 

of their elders and agents, and fupported 
general contribution, to folicit their efta- 
nent, with a capacity of holding all military 
:11 as civil employments, I think it high time 
this paper mould fee the light. However, I 
3t conclude without freely confefiing, that if 
resbyterians ftiouid obtain their ends, I could 
te forry to find them miftaken in the point, 
h they have mod at heart j£>y the repeal of 
ttft ; I mean the benefit of employments, 
after all, what afiurance can a Scottifh north- 
lifienter, born on lrifh ground bite, that he 

be treated with as much favour as a TRU£< 
fT born beyond the Tweed ? 
am ready enough to believe, that all I have 
will avail but little. I have the common ex- 
of other men, when I think myfelf "bound 
11 religious and civil ties, to difcharge my 
cience, and to warn my countrymen upon this 
arrant occallon. It is true, the advocates for 
fcheme promife a new world, afterjflrts blefied 
k fkall be completed ; that all animofity and 
ion muil immediately drop; that the 'only di- 
Sfcion in this kingdom will then be of papift 
proteftant; for as to whig and tory, high church 

low churchy Jacobite and Hanoverian^ court 
country party , Englijh and Irijh interefls, dif- 
ers and confortnijls) new light and old light, A- 
apti/l and Independent, Quaker and Muggletoni- 

am 
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an; they will all meet, and jumble together Into 
a perfe& harmony, at the feffions and aflizes, on 
the bench, and in the revenues \ and, upon the 
whole, in all civil and military trufts, not except- 
ing the great councils of the nation. For it is 
wifely argued thus : That a kingdom being no 
more than a larger knot of friends met together, 
it is again ft the rules of good manners to fhut 
any perfon out of the company, except the papifis^ 
wfyo profefs themfelves of another club. 

I am at a lofs to know, what arts the presbfte- 
rlan fe& intencjg to ufe, in convincing' the world 
of their loyalty to kingly government, which (long 
before the prevalence, or even the birth of their 
independe/iilivzte) as foon as the king's forces were 
overcome, declared their principles to be againft 
monarchy, as well as epifcopacy and' the houfc 
of lords, even until the king was reftored : at 
which event, although they were forced to fub- 
mit to the prefent power, yet 1 have not heard, 
that they did ever to this day renounce any one 
principle by which their predeceflbrs then a&ed; 
yet this they have been challenged to do, or at 
leaft to fliew that % others have done it for tbem, 
by a certain * do&or, who, as I am told, hath 
much employed his pen in the like difputes. I 
own, they will be ready enough to infinuate them- 
felves into any government : but if they mean to 
be honeftand upright, they wil), and muft endea-. 
vour by all means which they fhall think lawful, 
to introduce and eftabliflx their own fcheme of 

religion, 

* The late Dr. Tisdal, who died June 1736, 
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religion, as neareft; approaching to the word of 
God, by cafting out all fuperftitfous ceremonies, 
ccclefiaftical titles, habits, diftin&ions, and fupe- 
riorities, as rags of popery^ in order to a thorough 
reformation ; and as in charity bound to promote 
the falvation of their countrymen, wifhing with 
St. Paul, thai the whole kingdom were as they are. 
But what affurance will they pleafe to give, that, 
when their fe& fball become the national efta- 
Mimed worship, they will treat us dissenters 
as we have treated them ? Was this their courfe 
of proceeding during the dominion of the faints ? 
Were not all . the remainders ^f the epifcopal 
church in thofe days, efpecially the clergy, under 
a perfecution for above a dozen years, equal to 
that of the primitive Chriftjans under heathen, 
emperors ? That this proceeding was fuitablc to 
their principles, is known enough ; for many of. 
their preachers then writ books, exprcfly againfl: 
allowing any liberty of confeience in a religion 
different from their own 5 producing marfy argu- 
ments to prove that opinion, and, among the reft, 
one frequently infilled on, That allowing fuch a 
liberty, would be, to ejlablijh iniquity by a law *. 
Many of thefe writings are yet to be fcen and, 
I hear, have been quoted by the doftor above- 
mentioned. 

As to their great objection of proftituting that 
holy inftitution, the blefled facrament, by way of 
a teft before admittance into any employment ; I 

Vol. IV. A a alk, 

* See many hundred quotations to prove this, in the treatifc 
ailed, Scotch ^rejbjttrian Eloquence 
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aflc, whether they would not be content to receive 
it, after their own manner, for the office of a judge, 
Ibr that of a commiflioner in the revenue, for a 
regiment of horfe, or to be a lord juftice. I be- 
lieve they would fcruple it as little, as along 
grace before and after dinner, which they can fay 
without bending a knee; for as I hare been told, 
their manner of taking bread and wine in their 
conventicles, is performed with little more folem- 
nity than at their common meals. And there- 
fore, fince they look upon our pra&ice in receiv- 
in the elements to be idolatrous, they neither can, 
nor ought in confeience to allow us that liberty, 
otherwife than by connivance, and a bare- tolera- 
tion, like what is permitted to the papifls. But 
kjl we Jfjould offend them, I am ready to change 
this ted for another •, although I am afraid, that 
fari&ified reafon is by no means the poifft where 
the difficulty pinches, and is only offered by pre- 
tended churchmen ; as if they could be content 
with our believing that the impiety and profana- 
tion of making the facrament a teft, were the only 
objc£Hon. I therefore propofe, that before the 
prefent law be repealed, another may be erta£fced, 
That no man (hall receive any employment, before 
he fwears himfclf to be a true member of the 
church of Ireland, in doctrine and difcipline, £sfr. 
arid that he will never frequent or communicate 
with any other form of worfliip. It mall likewife 
be further ena&ed, that whoever offends, 
lhall be fined five hundred pounds, imprifoncd 
for a year and a day, and rendered incapabfe of 

all 
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all public truft for ever. Othcrwife, I do infift, 
that thofe pjeus, indulgent, external profeflbrs of 
our national religion (hall either give up that fal- 
lacious hypocritical reafon for taking off the teft* 
or freely confers, that they defire to have a gate 
wide open for every feci:, without any teft at all* 
except that of fwearing loyalty to the king; 
which, however, coafidering their principles with 
regard to monarchy yet un renounced, might, if 
they would pkafe to loot deep enough into their 
own heart*, prove a more bitter teft, than any o* 
ther that; the law hath yet invented. 

For from the firft time that tbefe fectari^e ap- 
paired in the world, it hath been always found 
hfy tfeeir whole proceedings, that tfeey profefied. 
in utter hatred to kingly government. I can re* 
;olle& at prefent three civil eftabliihment** 
where Calvi»ift6, and fome ether reformers who 
:cje&cd epifcopacy* poffefs the fupreme power; 
ind thefe are all republic!; I mean, Holland, 
Geneva, and the reformed Swifs cantons, I do 
not fey thU in diminution or difgrace to com* 
monweahhs ; wherein I confefs 1 have much al« 
icred many opinions under which I was educat- 
ed, having been led by fome obfervation, long 
experience, and a thorough deteftation for the 
corruptions of mankind: infomuch, that I am 
now juftly liable to the cenfure of Hobbes, who 
complains, that the.youth of England imbibe ill 
opinions from reading the hiftorics of ancient 
Greece and Rome, thofe renowned fcenes of li- 
berty and every virtue. 

A a 2 But 
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But as to monarch, who muft be fuppofed 
well to ftudy and underftand their own intercft ; 
they will beft confuier, whether thofe people, 
who in all their actions, preachings and writings, 
nave openly declared themfelves againft regal 
power, are to be fafely placed in an equal degree 
of favour and truft with thofe, who have been al- 
ways found- the true and only friends to the Eng- 
lifh eftabliihment. From which- confideration, 
I could have added one more article, to ihy new 
left, if I had thought it worth my time- 

I have been allured by fortte perforis who were 
preferit^ that feveral ot thefe difTeriting .teachers, 
upon their Aril arrival hither to folicit the repeal 
of the teft, were pleafed to exprefs their grati- 
tude, by publicly drinking the healths of certain 
eminent patrons, whom they pretend to have 
found among us. If this be true, and that the 
teft muft be delivered up by the very fuperiorsap* 
pointed A defend it ; the affair is already in effect 
at an end. What fecret reafons thofe patrons may 
have given for fuch a return of brotherly love, I 
(hall not enquire : for, O my foul, come not thou in' 
to their fecret unto their aflembly, mine honour, bt 
not thou united. For in their anger they flew a 
man, and in their J elf will they digged down a wilt* 
Curfed be their anger, for it was fierce , and their 
wrath, for it was crueL I will divide them in Ja- 
cob, and fcatter them in Ifrael. 
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The Advantages propofed by repealing the 
Sacramental Test, impartially confi- 
dered. 

Written in tlic year 173a. 

TI7HOEVER writes impartially upon this 
* ▼ fubje£t, muft do it not only as a mere 
fecular man, but as one who is altogether indif- 
ferent to any particular fyftem of chriftianity* 
And I think, in whatever country that religion 
predominates, there is one certain form of wor- 
(hip and ceremony, which is looked upon as the 
eftablifhed 5 and confequently, only the priefts of 
that particular form are maintained at the public 
charge \ and all qivil employments beftowed a- 
mong thofe, who comply (at leaft outwardly) 
with the fame eftablifliment. 

This method is ftrittly obferved, even by our 
neighbours the Dutch, who are confeiTed to al- 
low the fulleft liberty of confeience of any chri- 
ftian ftate ; and yet are never known to admit 
any perfons into civil offices, who do not con- 
form to the legal worfliip. As to their military 
men, they are indeed not fo fcrupulous ; being 
by the nature of their government under a ne- 
ceflity of hiring foreign troops, of whatever reli- 
gious denomination, upon every great emergency, 
and maintaining no fmall number in time of 
peace. 

This caution, therefore, of making one efta- 
A a 3 blifliecl 
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bliflied faith, fcems to be univerful, and founded 
upon the ftrongeft reafons ; the mi (taken or af- 
fected zeal of obftinacy and enthufiafm haying 
produced fuch a number of horrible deftru&ive 
events throughout all Chriftendom. For, who- 
ever begins to think- the national -worfhip is wrong 
in any important article of practice or belief, 
will, if he be ferious, naturally have a zeal to 
make as; many profelytes as he can : and a nation 
may poflibly have an hundred different feels, with 
Jfcheir leaders \ every one of which hath an equal 
light to plead, that they muft obey God rather than 
man; muft cry aloud and fpare not s mud lift up 
their voice like a trumpet. 

This was the very cafe of England during the 
fanatic times. And againft all this, there feems 
to be no defence, but that of fupporting one c- 
ftablifhed form of doftrine and discipline ; leav- 
ing the reft to a bare liberty of conference, but 
without any maintenance or encouragement from 
the public. 

Wherever this national religion grows fo corrupt, 
or is thought to do fo by a very great majority of 
landed people joined to the governing party* 
whether prince or fenate, or both, it ought to be 
changed \ provided the work might be done 
without blood or confufion. Yet, whenever fuch 
a change (hall be made, fome other eftabliihmene 
muft fucceed, although for the worfe ; allowing 
all deviations, that would break the union-, to be 
only tolerated. In this fenfe, thofe who affirm 
that every law, which ia poatrary to tho law of 

P° 4 J 
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Sod, is void in itfelf, fecm to be irtiftaken : for 
nany laws in popijfj kingdoms and ftates, many 
oorc among the Turks, and perhaps not a few in „ 
ther, countries, are dire&ly againft the divine 
iws ; and yet, God knows, are very far from be- 
ag void in the executive part. 
. Thus for inflancc, if the three eftates of parlia- 
neiu in England (whereof the lords fpiritual, 
irho reprefent the churchy are one) fhould agree 
.nd obtain the royal afTent to abolifh cpifcopacy* 
ogether with the liturgy, and the whole frame of' 
;he Englifh church, as burthetrfctne^ dangerous y and 
-contrary to holy fcripture? and that presbytery , ana- 
baft if m, quakerifm, independency, muggletoniamfm^ 
WownifmyfamUifnty or any other fubdi vtded feft a- 
mong us, fhould be eftablifhed in its place, with* 
out queftion all peaceable fubje&s ought paflively 
to fubmit ; and the predominant fefl: muff be- 
come the religion* eftablifhed •, the public main- 
taining no other teachers not admitting any per- 
fons of a different religious profeffion into civil 
offices, at leaft if their intention be to prefer ve 
the nation in peace. , 

Suppoftng then, that the prefent fyftem of 
religion were abolifbed; and presbytery^ which 
I find (lands the faireft, with its fynods and claf- 
fes, and all its forms and ceremonies effential or 
circumftantial, were erefted into the national 
worfhip ; their teachers, and no others, could 
have any legal claim to be fupported at the public 
charge, whether by ftjpenda or tythes, and only 



a8 4 The ADVANTAGES PROPOSED 

the reft of the fame faith to be capable of civil 
employments. 

If there be any true reafoning in what I have 
laid down, it fhould feem that the projefl now 
in agitation for repealing the teft acJ 9 and yet 
leaving the name of an eftabliftiment to the pre- 
fent national church, is altogether inconfiftent; 
and may admit of confequences, which thofe who 
are the mod indifferent to any religion at all, are 
poflibly not aware of. 

I prefume, whenever the tejl {hall be repealed, 
which obliges all men, who enter into office un- 
der the crown, to receive the facrament according 
to the rites of the church of Ireland ; the way 
to employments will immediately be left open to 
all ■ dijfenters (except paptfls J whofe confidences 
can fuffer them to take the common oaths in fuch 
cafes prefcribed ; after which, they are qualified 
to fill any lay-ftation in this kingdom, from that 
of chief governor to an excifc-man. 

Thus, of the three judges on each bench, the firft 
may be a prejbyterian % the fecond a free-will baptiji, 
and the third a church-man 5 the lord chancellor may 
be an independent >• the revenues may be managed 
by feven commiflioners of as many different 
fefts; and the like of all other employments: 
not to mention the ftrong probability, that tbe 
lawfulnefs of taking oaths may be revealed to tfie 
quakers, who then will ftand upon as good a foot 
for preferment, as any other loyal fubjefts. It 
is obvious to imagine, under fuch a motley admi- 
niftration of affairs, what a clafbing there will be 
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of intereftV and inclinations; wbdt pullings and 
hawlings backwards and forwards; what a zeal 
and bias ' in 1 each rcligionift to advance his own 
tribe, and- deprefs the others. For I fuppbfe no- 
thing will be readier granted, than that, how in- 
different foever rrioft men are in faith and morals, 
yet, whether out of artifice, natural complexion, 
or love of contradiftioh, none are more obftinate 
in maintaining their own' opinions, and worrying 
all who differ from them, than thofe who publicly 
fliew the leaft fenfe either of religion or corn-mod 
honefty. * - 

' As to the latter, toifhop Burnet tells us, that 
the presbyterians in the fanatic times profefled 
themfelves to be above morality ; ^which, as we 
find in fome of their writings, was numbered 
among the beggarly elements ; and accordingly, at 
this day, no fcruples of confrience with regard to 
conformity are in any trade or calling inconfiftent 
with the greateft fraud, dppreflion, perjury, or 
any other vice. < 

This brings to my memory a paffage in Mon- 
taigne, of a common proftitute, who in the {form- 
ing of a town, when a foldier came up to her 
chamber and offered violence to her chaftity, ra- 
ther chofe to venture her neck by leaping out of 
the window than fuffer a rape ; yet ftill continued 
her trade of lewdnefs, while flie had any cufto- 
mers left. 

I confefs, that in my private judgement an 
unlimited permiflion of all fe£ts whatsoever (ex- 
cept paptjls) to enjoy employments, would be left 

pernicious 



*86 The ADVANTAGES PROPOSED 



pernicious to the public, than a fair ftruggle be- 
tween two contenders \ becaufe, in (he former 
cafe, fuch a jumble of principles might pofiMy 
have the effect of contrary poifons mingled to* 
gethcr; which a ftrong con flit utian might per- 
haps be able for fome time to furvive. 

But, however, I (hall take the other and more 
probable fuppofition, that this battle for employ? 
ments is to be fought only between the preiby* 
terians, and thofe of the church yet cftablifliei 
I (hall not enter into the merits of cither fide, by 
examining, which of the two is the better fpirU 
tual ceconomy, or which is xnoft fuited to our 
civil conftituticn : but the queftion turns upon 
this point; when the prefibyterians fliall have 
got their (hare of employments, (which muft be 
one fuU half, or elfe. they cannot look upon 
themfelves as fairly dealt with) I alk, whether 
they ought not, by their own principles, and by 
the ftri&eft rules of conscience, to ufe the utmoft 
of their fkill, power and influence, in order to re- 
duce the whole kingdom to an uniformity in re- 
ligion, both as tp doctrine and discipline moft 
agreeable to the word of God. Wherein if they 
can fucceed without blood (as under the prefen* 
difpofition of things it is very poflible they may) 
it is to be hoped they will at leaft be fatisfied : only 
I would warn them of a few difficulties* The 
firft is, of compromifing among themfelves that 
important controverfy about the old light and the 
new j ^which other wife may after this eftablith* 
merit fplit thern as wi4e as pap i ft and proteftant, 

whig 
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whig and toryj of churchman and diflefner; 
and confequently the work wiJ! be to begin again : 
for in religions Quarrels, it is of little moment, 
how few or final! the differences are ; efpccially 
when the difpute is only about power. Thito the 
zealous prefbytcrians of the North are more' a J refl- 
ated from the effablifhed clergy, than from the 
RomMh prrefh; taking thfc former With idola- 
trous woflhip, as difguifed papifl^ ceremony- 
Jftotigcns, and many other terms of art; and this* 
for a very powerful reafon ; becaufe the clergy 
ftand in their way, which the popifli priefts do 
not. Thus I am allured, that the quarrel between 
tfld and new ligm>men is managed with more 
rage and rancour, than any other difpute of the 
Kigheft importance ; and this, becaufe it fcrves 
to leflen or incrcafe their feveral congregations, 
from whom they receive their contributions. 

Another difficulty, which may embarrafs the 
fwefbyteriaris after their eftablifhments, will be, 
bow to adjuft their claim of the IttrVs indepen- 
dency on the civil power, with the conduction 
of this monarchy *, a point fo delicate, that it 
bath often filled the heads of great patriots with 
daiVgerous notions of the church-clergy, without 
the -leaft ground of fufpicion. 

As to the prefbyterians allowing liberty of con- 
ference to thofe of epifcopal principles when their 
dWn Hrk (hall be predominant ; their writers are fo 
univerfally agreed in the negative, as well as their 
pra&ice during Oliver's reign, that I believe no 

reafonable 
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reafonable churchman (who muft then be a dif- 
fenter) will expefi it. 

I (hall here take notice, that in the divifion of 
employments among the prefbyterians, after this 
approaching repeal of the teft-a&, fuppofing them 
in proper time to hare an equal {hare, the odds 
will be three or four to one on their fide in any 
farther fcheme they may have towards making 
their religion national. , For, I reckon all thofe 
gentlemen fent over from England, whatever re- 
ligion they profefs or have been educated in, to 
be of that party : fince it is no mark of prudence 
for any perfons to oppofe the current of a nation, 
where they are in fome fort only fojourners ; un- 
lefs they have it in dire&ion. 

If there be any maxim in politics not to be 
controlled, it muft be the following : That thofe 
wh'ofe private intereft is united with the intereft: 
of their country, fuppofing them to be of equal 
understanding with the reft of their neighbours, 
will heartily wifti, that the nation mould thrive. 
Out of thefe are indubitably excepted all perfons, 
who are fent from another kingdom to be em- 
ployed in places of profit or power ; becaufe they 
cannot poflibly bear any afFe&ion to the place 
where they fojourn, even for life ; their fole bu- 
Cnefs being to advance themfelves by following 
the advice of their principals. I except likewife 
thofe perfons, who are taken into offices, although 
natives of the land; becaufe they are greater 
gainers while they keep their offices, than they 

could 
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cmldpoflibly be by mending the miferable condi* 
.on of their country. 

I except, thirdly, all hopers, who by balancing 
ccounts with .themfeives, turn the fcalc on the 
une fide ; becaufe the ftrong expectation of a 
ood certain falary, will outweigh the lofs by 
►ad rents received out of lands in moneyless 
imes. 

If my lords the bifliops, who I hear are now 
:mployed in a fcheme for regulating the conduA 
jnd maintenance of the inferior clergy, (hall, in 
heir wifdom and piety, and love of the church, 
:onfent to this repeal of the tcjl, I have not the 
eaft doubt, that tile whole reverend body will 
:hcarfuliy fubmit to their fpiritual fathers ; of 
whofe paternal tendernefs for their welfare they 
have already found fo many amazing inflances. 

I am not therefore under the lead concern 
about the clergy on this account. They will (for 
foine time ) be no great fufferers by this repeal ; 
becaufe I cannot recollect among all our fefts any 
one, that giveth latitude enough to take the oaths 
required at an inftitution to a church-living ; and 
until that bar (hall be removed, the prefent epif- 
copal clergy are fafe for two years. Although 
it may be thought fomcwhat unequal, that in the 
northern parts, where there may be three dijfenters 
to one churchman, the whole revenue {hall be 
enjgroffed by him who hath fo fmall a part of the 
cure. 

It is true indeed, that this difadvantage, whjch 
the dijfenters at prefent lie under, of a difability 
Vol. IV. Bb . to 
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to receive church -preferments, will be eafily re- 
medied by the repeal of the teft. For the dijftn* 
ting teachers are under no incapacity of accepting 
civil and military employments, wherein they 
agree perfectly with the pepijb clergy; among 
whom great cardinals and prelates have been com- 
manders of armies, chief miniflers, knights of 
many orders, ambaffadors, fecretaries of ftate, 
and in moll high offices under the crown ; al- 
though they aflert the indelible charaBer> which 
no fe&arics among us did ever aflume. But that 
many, both presbyterians and independents , com- 
manders as well as private foldiers, were profeflcd 
preachers in the time of their dominion, is al- 
lowed by all. Cfomwell himfelf was a preacher j 
and hath left us one of his fermons in print, ex- 
a£Uy in the fame ftyle and manner with thofe of 
our modern presbyterian teachers : fo was colonel 
Howard, Sir George Downing, and feveral ou- 
tliers whofe names arc on record. I can there- 
fore fee' no reafon, why a painful presbyterian 
teacher, as foon as the tejl {hall be repealed, may 
not be privileged to hold, along with the fpiritual 
office and ftipend, a commiffion in the army of 
the civil lift in commendam : for, as I take it, the 
church of England is the only body of ChriJHans f 
which in efFeft difqualifies thofe, who are em- 
ployed to preach, its do<£trine, from (haring in the 
civil power, farther than as fenators : yet this 
was a privilege begun in times of popery ^ many 
hundred years before the reformation^ and wo- 
ven 
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-11 with the very inftitutioh of our limited mb« 
arc Ivy. 

There is indeed another method, whereby the 
ipends of diffentin^ teachers may be raifed, and 
ic farmer much relieved ; if it fhould be thought 
roper to reward a people fo deferving, and fo 
>yal by their principles. Every biihop, upon the 
icancy of a church-living, can fequefter the pro- 
cs for the ufe of the next incumbent. Upon a 
,pfe of half a year, the donation falls to the 
xhbifliop, and after a full year to the crown, 
uring pleafure. Therefore it would be no hard- 
lip for any clergyman alive > if (in thofe parts of 
eland, where the number of fe&aiies much ex* 
eeds that of the conformifts) the profits, when 
jqueftered, might be applied to the fupport of 
le d indenting teacher, who hath fo many fouls to 
ike care of ; whereby the poor tenants would be 
luch relieved in thofe hard times, and in a bet* 
ix condition to pay their rents. 

But there is another difficulty in this matter, 
gainft which a remedy doth not fo readily occur. 
r or fuppofing the tejl-aft repealed, and the difien- 
ers in confequence fully qualified for all fccular 
mployments ; the queftion may ftill be put> 
whether thofe of Ireland will be often the pcrfons 
m whom they (hall be beftowed ; becaufe it is 
magined, there may be * another feminary in 
iew, more numerous and more medy, as well as 
nore meriting, and more eafily contented with 
uch low offices j which fome nearer neighbours 
13 b 2 hardly 
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htrdly think it worth ftirring from their chim- 
ney-fides to obtain. And I am told, it is the 
common practice of thofe who are fkilled in the 
management of bees, that when they fee a foreign 
fwarm at fome dlftance, approaching with an in- 
tention to plunder their hives, thefe artifts have a 
trick-to divert them into fome neighbouring a- 
piary, there to make what havock they pleafe. 
This I mould not have hinted, if I had not known 
it already to have gotten ground in many fufpec-' 
ling heads ; for it is the peculiar talent of this 
mtion to fee dangers afar off : to all which I can 
only fay, that our native presbyterians muft by 
5>ain9 and induftry raife fuch a fund of merit) as 
will anfwer to a birth fix degrees more to the 
North. If they cannot arrive at this perfection, 
as feveralof the eftablifhed church have compafled 
by indefatigable pains, I do not well fee, how 
their affairs will much mend by repealing the 
tejl : for to be qualified by law to accept an em- 
ployment, and yet to be difqualified in fa£, as it 
will much increafe the mortification, fo it will 
withdraw the pity of many among dieir well- 
wifliers, and utterly deprive them of that merit 
they have fo long made, of being a loyal, true, 
protejlant people, perfecuted only for religion. 

If this happen to be their cafe, they muft wait 
maturity of time ; until they can, by prudent, 
gentle fteps, mafee their faith become the religion 
eftablifhed in the nation : after which, I do not in 
the leaft doubt, that they will take the moft ef- 
fectual methods to fecure their power # againft 
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who muft then be ajffenters in their turn* 
*eof, if we may form a future opinion from 
:nt times, and the difpofitions of dijfenters* 

love to make a thorough reformation^ the 
dcf and qualities will be very inconfiderable. 
hus I have, with the utmoft fincerity, after 

thinking, given my judgment upon this ar- 
is affair \ but with the utmoft deference and 
liflion to public wifdom and power. 



Queried 



[ 294 ] ■ 



■Queries relating to the Sacramental Test* 

Written in the year 173a. 

C^JKRY,\7T71IETHER hatred and violence \ 

* » between parties in a ftate be not 
more inflamed by different views of intereft,than 
by the greater or lefler differences between them,* ' 
cither in religion or government ? 

"Whether it be any part of the quefiion at this 
time, which of the two religions is worfe, poperj 11 
or fenaticifm ; or not rather, which of the two c 
(having Both the fame good will) is in the hope- 
fulleft condition to ruin the church ? 

Whether the fe&aries, whenever they come to 5 
prevail, will not ruin the church as infallibly and i 
effectually as the popifls ? 

"Whether the prevailing fe&aries could allow [ 
liberty of conference to d/J/enters, without belying 1 
all their former practice, and almoft all their 1 
former writings ? 

Whether many hundred thoufand Scotch pref- 
byterians are not full as virulent againft the epif- 
copal church, as they are againft the papijts ; or 
as they would have us think the papijls are againft , 
them ? 

Whether the Dutch, who are moft diftinguifh- j 
cd for allowing liberty of confeience, do ever ad- S 
mit any perfons, who profefs a different fcheme j 
of wcrfhipfrom their own, into civil employments, " 
although they may be forced by the nature of their 
/government to receive mercenary troops of all re- 
ligions ? ' 

Whether 
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Whether the Jtfenters ever pretended, until of 
late years, to defire more than a bare toleration I 
Whether, if it be true, what a forry pamph- 
leteer aflerts, who lately writ for repealing the 
tejl> that the dijjenters in this kingdom are equally 
numerous with the churchmen, it would not be 
•a neceflary point of prudence by all proper and 
lawful means to prevent their further increafe ? 

The great argument given by thofe, whom 
they call low churchmen, to juftify the large 
tolerations allowed to dijfenters hath been, that 
•by fuch indigencies the rancour of thofe fe£ta- 
ries would gradually wear off, many of them 
would come over to us, and their parties in a lit* 
tie time crumble to nothing. 

H^uery, Whether, if what the above pamph- 
leteer afferts, that the fe&aries are equal in num- 
bers with con for mi (Is be true, it doth not clearly 
follow, that thofe repeated tolerations have ope- 
rated dire£Uy contrary to what thofe lono church 
politicians pretended to forefee and expeft ? 

Whether any clergyman, however dignified or 
diftinguiftied, if he think his own profeffion moft 
agreeable to holy fcripture and the primitive 
church, can really wifh in his heart, that all Sec- 
taries mould be upon an equal foot with the 
churchmen in the. point of civil power and em- 
ployments ? 

Whether epifcopacy, which is held by the 
church to be a divine and apoilolical inftitution, 
be not a fundamental point of religion, particu- 
larly in that efiential one .of conferring holy orders I 

Whether 
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Whether by neceflary confequences the fewal 
expedients among the feftaries to constitute their 
teachers are not abfolutely null and void ? 

Whether the feftaries will ever agree to ac- 
cept ordination only from bifhops ? 

Whether the bifliops and clergy will be content 
to give up epifcopacy, as a point indifferent, with- 
out which the church can well fubfift ? 

WTiether that great tendernefs towards fe£fa- 
ries, which now fo much prevails* be chiefly ow- 
ing to the fears, of popery, or to that fpirit of A- 
theifm, Dcifm, Scepticifm, and univerfal immo- 
rality, which all good men fo much lament ? 

Granting popery to have many more errors in 
religion than any one branch of the fe&aries, let 
us examine the actions of both, as they have each 
afFe&ed the peace of thefe kingdoms, with allow- 
ance for the fhort time which the fe&aries had 
to aft in, who are in a manner but of yefterday. 
The papifts, in the time of king James II. ufed all 
endeavours to eftablifh their fuperAition, wherein 
they failed by the united power of Englifti church- 
proteftants with the prince of Orange's affiftance. 
But it cannot be aflerted, that thefe bigotted pa- 
ptfts had the leaft defign to oppofe or murder the 
king, muchlefs to abolifh kingly government; nor 
was it their intereftor inclination to attempt either. 

On the other fide, the Puritans, who had al- 
moft from the beginning of queen Elizabeth's 
reign been a perpetual thorn in the church's £de, 
joining with the Scotch enth'ufiafts in the time of 
king Charles the firft, were the principal caufe-of 

the 
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ie Irifh rebellion and majfacre y by diftreffing that 
>rince, and making it impoffible for him tcfenA 
>ver timely fuccours. And after that pious 
•rince had fatisfied his parliament in every fingle 
•oint to be complained of, the fame fe£fcaries, by 
oifoning the minds and affections of the people 
ith the moft falfe and wicked reprefentations of 
leir king, were able, in the compafs of a few* 
^ars, to embroil the three nations in a bloody 
belli on at the expence of many thoufand lives ; 
\ turn the kingly power into anarchy ; to mur- 
ix their prince in the face of the world, and (in 
leir own ftyle) to deftroy the church root and branch* 
The account, therefore, ftands thus : The pa* 
fts aimed at one pernicious a£t, which was, to 
sftroy the protejlant religion j wherein, by God's 
ercy, and the affiftance of our glorious king 
William, they abfolutely failed. The fe&aries at- 
mpted the three moft infernal actions that 
>uld poflibly enter into the hearts of men forfa- 
cn by God 5 which were, the murder of a moft: 
ious king, the deftru&ion of the monarchy, and 
te extirpation of the church 5 and fucceeded in 
lem all. 

Upon' which I put the following queries : 
Whether any of thofe fe&aries have ever yet, in 
folemn public manner, renounced any one t>£ 
lofe principles, upon which their predeceflbrs 
len a&ed ? 

Whether, confidering the cruel perfections of 
ie epifcopal church, during the courfe of that 
orrid rebellion, and the confequences of it, un- 
til 
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til the happy rejlcratlm^ it is not manifeft, that 
the peifecuting fpirit lies fo equally divided be- 
tween the pap'ijls and the fe&arics, that a feather 
would turn the balance on cither fide ? 
- And therefore, laftly, Whether any perfon of 
common underflanding, who profefleth himfclf a 
member of the church eftablifhed, although, per- 
haps, with little inward regard to any religion, 
(which is too often the cafe) if he loves the peace 
and welfare of his country, can, after cool think- 
ing, rejoice to fee a power placed again in the 
harfds of fo reillcfs, fo ambitious, and fo mcrri- 
lefs a faction, to act over all the fame parts a fe- 
cond time ? 

Whether the candour of that e*preffion, fo fre* 
quent, of late, in fermons and pamphlets, of the 
Jirength and number of the papifls in Ireland, an 
bejuftified? For, as to their number, however 
great, it is always magnified, in proportion to the 
zeal or politics of the fpeaker and writer ; but, it ] 
is a grofs impofition upon common reafon, to ter- ; 
rify us with their ftrcngth- For psptry, under 
the circum fiances it lies in this kingdom, although 
it be ofFenfive and inconvenient enough, from the 
confequences it hath to encreafe the rapine, floth, 
and ignorance, as well as poverty of the natives, 
is not properly dangerous in that fenfe, as fome 
would have us take it ; becaufe it is unirerfally 
hated by every party of a different religious pro- 
feffion. It is the contempt of the wife \ the beft 
topic for clamours -of defigning men; but the 
real terror only of fools. The landed popijh in- 
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reft in England far exceeds that among us, e- 
rn in proportion to the wealth and extent of each 
ngdom. The-little that remains here, is daily 
opping into protejiant hands, by purchafe or de- 
ent ; and that affe&ed complaint of counterfeit 
inverts, will fall, with the caufe of it, in half a 
meration, unlefs it be railed or kept alive as a 
mtinual fund of merit and eloquence. The papifts 
c wholly difarmcd : they have neither courage, 
aders, money, or inclinations to rebel : they 
ant every advantage, which they formerly per- 
iled, to follow that trade ; and wherein, even 
ith thofe advantages, they always mifcarried : 
ley appear very eafy and fatisfied binder that 
Hinivance, which they enjoyed during the whole 
.ft reign ; nor even fcrupled to reproach another 
arty, under which they pretend to have fufFercd 
> much fe verity. 
Upon thefe con fi derations, I mufl confefs to 
avc fufpended much of my pity towards the 
reat dreaders of popery ; many of whom appear 
) be hale, ftrong, a&ive young men ; who, as 1 
rn told, eat, drink, and fleep heartily ; and are 
ery chearful (as they have exceeding good rea- 
m) upon all other fubje&s. However, I cannot 
» much commend the generous concern which 
or neighbours, and others who come from the 
toie neighbourhood, are fo kind to exprefs for 
8 upon this account ; although the former be 
irther removed from the danger of popery, by 
wenty leagues of fait water : but this, I fear, is a 
igrefEon. % 

When ' 
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When an artificial report was raifed here, ma- 
ny years ago, of an intended invafion by the pre* k 
tender, (which blew over, after it had done its of- 
fice) the dijfenters argued, in their talk and in c 
their pamphlets, after this manner, applying thera< 
felves to thofe of the church : Gentlemen, if therrx 

pretender had landed, as the law now (lands, wep 
durft not aflift you ; and therefore, unlefs you i<; 
take off the tejl, whenever you (hall happen to be 
invaded in earned, if we are defired to take up 
arms in your defence, our anfwer {hall be, Pray> 
gentlemen, fight your own battles ; we will If 
by quietly \ conquer your enemies by yourfclves, 
if you can ; we will not do your drudgery. This 
way of reafoning I have heard from feveral of 
their chiefs and abettors, in an hundred conver- 
sations ; and have read it in twenty pamphlets : 
and I am confident it will be offered again, if the 
project fhould fail to take off the teji. 

Upon which piece of oratory and reafoning I 
form the following query : Whether, in cafe of 
an invafion from the pretender, (which is not 
quite fo probable as from the grand Jtgnior ) the 
dijfenters can, with prudence and fafety, offer the 
fame'plea •, except they (hall have made a previ- 
ous flipulation with the invaders ? And, whe- 
ther the full freedom of their religion and trade, 
their lives, properties, wives and children, are 
not, and have not always been-reckoned, fuflicient 
motives for repelling invafions ; efpecially in our 
fe&aries, who call themfelves the trueji proteftants, 
by virtue of their pretended or real fiercenefs a- 

f gzin& popery P Whether 
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Whether omitting or neglefting to celebrate 
he day of the martyrdom of the blefled king 
Charles the firft, enjoined by aft of parliament, 
:an be juftly reckoned a particular and diftin- 
ruifhing mark of good affe&ion to the prefent go- 
vernment ? 

Whether, in thofe churches, where the faid day 
s obferved, it will fully anfwer the intent of the 
"aid a&, if the preacher (hall commend, excufe^ 
palliate, or extenuate the murder of that royal 
martyr ; and place the guilt of that horrid rebel- 
ion, with all its confequences, the following u- 
furpations, the entire deftruction of the church, 
the crueLand coritinual perfecutions of thofewho 
could be difcovered to profefs its doctrines, with 
the enfuing Babel of fanaticifm, to the account of 
that blefled king, who, by granting the petition 
of right, and pafling every bill that could be afk- 
ed for the fecurity of the fubjeft, had, by the con- 
feflion of thofe wicked men, before the war began, 
left them nothing-more to demand ? 

Whether fuch a preacher as I have named, 
(whereof there have been more than one> not 
many years paft, even in the prefence of vice- 
roys) who takes that courfe as a means for pro- 
motion, may not be thought to ftep a little out 
of the common road in a monarchy, where the 
dependents of that moll blefled martyr have 
reigned to this day ? 

I ground the reafon of making thefc queries on 
the title of the adl j to which I refer the reader. 
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. REASONS humbly offered to the Parliament 
of Ireland, for repealing the Sacramen- 
tal Test, in favour of the Catho- 
lics.* 

Written in the year 173 a. 

IT is well known, that the firft conquerors of 
this kingdom were Englifh catholics > fubje£U 
to Jinglifti catholic kings, from whom, by their 
ralour and fuccefs, they obtained large portions 
of land, given them as a reward for their many 
viftories over the Irifli r to which merit, our brt- 
thren, the diffenters of any denomination whatfo- 
ever, have not the kafl; pretentions* 

It 

In the years 1731 and I735» a.« attempt was made for re- 
pealing the ttfl-att in Ireland, introductory cf a like, attempt ia 
England. The various arguments for it were anfoered in eve- 
ry fhape: but no way more effectually, than by csamining what 
pretence the prefbyterians had to (hare in all tho pvkilegfs of 
government, either from their own principles and behaviour, or 
compared with thofcof other fectarics. Under the former head, 
they were fully filenced by our author, in The frcjbyteriaus plea 
of merit impartially examined [above, p. OJ7.] Th«y are now 
put in the balance with papifts, whom,- although they have feme* 
times ftyled their brethren in adverftty, yet, when placed in 
competition, they will hate as> brethren iikewifc. But let them 
here difputc the preference, and then put in their claim to a 
part of their eftabliflimcnt. 

* The author having before examined the- ppcftyteriam plea 
of merit, with relpect to their own principles and practices, 
has, in this tract, put them in the balance againft papifts. 
tfawkef. 

Tbft 
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It is confefled, that the pofterity of thofe firft 
Glorious catholics, were often forced to rife in 
eir own defence, againfl new colonies from 
lgland, who treated them like mere native Irifh, 
ith innumerable opprefTions, depriving them of 
eir lands, and driving them, by force of arms, 
to the raoft defciate parts of the kingdom ; till 
the next generation, the children of thefc ty- 
nts were ufed in the fame manner, by new Eng- 
h adventurers, which practice continued for 
any centuries. But it is agreed on all hands, 
at no infurre&ions were ever made, except af- 
: great opprejDTions by frelh invaders. Where- 
all the rebellions of puritans, prejbyterians, in- 
bendents, and other fe&aries, conftantly began 
fore any provocations were given, except that 
ey were not fuffered to change the government 
church and ftate, and feize both into their own 
nds \ which however at laft they did, with the 
C c 2 murder 

["his tract Is written under the dTumcd character of a Roman 
holic ; by which means, the author attacks his adverfaries 
h a great advantage. He freely acknowledges the feveral a- 
:ious crimes of the papifts ; but, at the fame time, palliates 
m <b ikilfully, that, from that very acknowledgement, he en* 
ss himftlf to aim the heavier blows at the prtlbyterians. A 
agraph extracted from the pamphlet will exemplify my mean- 
[Here die particular pafiage is quoted, beginning thus, 
Ve allow the Catholics to be brethren of the difienters,'* 
/>• 3°7- 31- ending p. 308. /. 26.]— The greater! art, and 
keeneft ftrofces of irony, difplay themfelves throughout the 
>le com|jofition : -and the conclufion of it is drawn up with a 
tore of ferious snd ironical arguments, that fecm to defy ail 
is of refutation. Orrery* 
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murder of their king, and of many thoufands of 
his bed fubje&s. 

The catholics were always defenders of monar- 
chy, as conftituted in thefe kingdoms ; wherea9, 
our brethren the diffentcrs were always republi- 
cans, both in principle and practice. 

It is well known, that all the catholics of thefe 
kingdoms, both priefts and laity, are true whigs, 
in the bed and moft proper fenfe of the word ; 
bearing as well in their hearts, as in their out- 
ward profeflion, an entire loyalty to the royal 
lioufe of Hanover, in the perfon and pofterity of 
George II. againft the pretender and all has adhe- 
rents. To which they think themfelves bound 
in gratitude, as well as conference, by the lenity 
wherewith they have been treated fince the death 
of queen Anne, fo different from what they fuf- 
fered in the four laft years of that princefs, dur- 
ing the ad mini ft ration of that wicked miniftcr, 
the earl of Oxford. 

The catholics of this kingdom humbly hope, 
that they have at leaft as fair a title as any of their 
brother diiTenters to the appellation of protefianU* 
They have always prottjled againft the felling, 
dethroning, or murdering their kings ; againft 
the ufurpations and avarice of the court of Rome; 
againft deifm y atheifm y Socinianifm, quakerifm, Mug- 
gletonianifm, fanatici/m, Broiunifm, as well ai 
againft all Jews, Turks, Infidels, and Heretics. 
Whereas the title of proicjlants afTumed by the- 
whole herd of dilTenters (except ourfelves) depend- 
eth entirely upon their pvotefting agaitifl arch* 

btfiopt x 
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btfbopSy bijhops, deans and chapters, iviththeir re* 
venues ; and the whole hierarchy; which arc the ve- 
ry expreffions ufed in the folemn league and cove* 
ttant, * where the word popery is only mentioned 
ad invidiam ; becaufe the catholics agree with the 
epifcopal church in thofc fundamentals. 

Although the catholics cannot deny, that in 
the great rebellion againft king Charles I. more 
foldiers of their, religion were in the parliament 
army than in his majefty's troops 5 and that ma- 
ny jefuits and friars went about in the difguife 
of presbyterian and independent minifters to preach 
up rebellion, as the bed hiftorians of thofe times 
inform us ; yet the bulk of catholics in both king- 
doms preferved their loyalty entire. 

The catholics have fome reafon to think it a little 
hard, when their enemies will not pleafe to diftin- 
guim between the rebellious riot committed by 
that brutal ruffian Sir Phelim O'Neal with his 
tumultuous crew of rabble, and the forces raifed 
afterwards by the catholic lords and gentlemen o£ 
the Englifti pale in defence of the king, after the 
Englifti rebellion began. It is well known, that 
his majefty's affairs were in great diftra&ion fome 
time before by an invafion of the covenanting Scot* 
tifli kirk rebels y and by the bafe terms the king 
C c 3 was. 

• A fblcrtin league and covenant entered mto between the Scots 
and Englifti fanatics in the rebellion againft King Charles I. 1643* 
by which they fclemnly engaged, among other things, "to endea- 
** vour the extirpation of prelacy, that is, church government hjr 
" archbiftiops, tiifhops, deans, archdeans, and all other epifcopal 
«« officers depending op that hierarchy." #a-wkef> 
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was forced to accept, that they might be kept in 
quiet at a juncture when he was every hour 
threatened at home by that fanatic party, which 
loon after let all in a flame. And if the catholic 
army in Ireland fought for their king againft the 
forces fent over by the parliament then in aftnal 
rebellion againft him, what perfon of loyal prin- 
ciples can be fo partial to deny, that they did 
their duty by joining with the Marquis of Or- 
mond and other commanders, who bore their 
commiflfions from the king? for which great 
numbers of them loft their lives, and for- 
feited their eftates ; a great part of the latter 
bein<* now pofleiled by many defcendants frora 
ihofc very men, who had drawn their fwordsift 
the fcrvice of that rebellious parliament which cut 
off his head, and deftroyed monarchy. And > | 
what is more amazing, although the fame perfons* 
when the Iriih were intirely fubdued, continued! 
in power under the rtw.p, were chief confidents, and 
faithful fubj?£ts to Cromwell ; yet being wife 
enough to forefee a reftoration, they feized the 
forts and caftles here out of the hands of their 
old brethren in rebellion, for the fervice of the king 5. 
juft faving the tide, and putting in a ftockof merit 
fuflicient not only to preferve the land which the 
catholics loft by their loyalty, - but iikewife to pre- 
ferve their civil and military employments, orbr 
higher advanced. 

Thofe infurre&ions wherewith the catholics are 
charged, from the beginning of the feventeenth 
century to the great EngUfli rebellion, were oc- 

caConed 
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fioned by many oppreffions they lay under, 
icy had no intention to introduce a new reli- 
m, but to enjoy the liberty of preferving the 
? the very fame which their anceftors profefled 
>m the time that chri/fianity was firft introduced 
:o this ifland, which was by catholics \ but whe- 
;r mingled with corruptions, as fbme pretend, 
th not belong to the queftion. They had no 
fign to change the government; they never 
:emDted to fight againft, to imprrfon, to betray, 
fell, to bring to a trial, or to murder their king* 
le fchifmatics a&ed by a fpirit direftly contrary \ 
ey united in a Jolemn league and covenant to alter 
e whole fyftem of fpiritual government efta- 
ihed in all chriftian nations, and of apoftolic 
flitution ; concluding the tragedy with the 
urder of the king in cold blood, and upon ma- 
re deliberation ; at the fame time changing the 
anarchy into a commonwealth. 
The catholics of Ireland in the great rebellion 
ft their eftates for fighting in defence of theif 
ng. The fchifmatics, who cut off the father's 
ad, forced the fon to fly for his life, and over- 
rned the whole ancient frame of government, 
ligious and civil ; obtained grants of thofe very 
ates, which the catholics loft in defence of the 
trent conflitution, many of which eftates are 
this day poffefled by the pofterity of thofe fchif- 
rtics : and thus they gained by their rebellion^ 
ut the catholics loft by their loyalty. 
We allow the catholics to be brethren of the 
Tenters ; fome people, indeed, (which we can-* 

not 
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rot z'.'.nr -xcz±d Lire :r<;rz to be our children, 
tK:;i-:= rc:h cifrr.c r'rerr* ie church eftabliih- 
ci, zr.~ "cc:r. sgree in aboliiling this perfecuting 
u v. ra .t. c r. n 1 : c : : i :y Wu:ch jsiw <£j. rjgmmt 
vc are bc:h rcr.icrcd incapable of civil and mili- 
tiry crr.^Iw7^-.cr.:5. However, we cannot but 
vender at the be Id familiarity of thele fchil- 
rr.iiici, i.. calling the members of the national 
ch urch t r. ci r r. .-: and ftlmv p rztipsnts. I: it 
true, thit all thefe iccts v except the cjthdki) are 
trtihrtn to eich ether in faction, ignorance, ini- 
cuiry, per\£n"cne:*3, pride, and ^if we except the 
qtuiktrj, in rebellion. But, hew the church-men 
can tc i;i;ed their jYdzvc pr;t;j?atits % we cannot 
cemprthend : btcaule, when the whole Babel of 
feefcarics joined againit the church, the king, and 
the ncliility, for twenty years, in a match at 
foot-ball, where the proverb exprefsly tells 
us, that ell are fellows \ while the three king- 
doms were toiled to and fro, the churches and 
cities, and royal palaces, {nattered to pieces by 
their hall: % their Luffcts 9 and their kicks: the vic- 
tors would allow no more fellows at foot- 
ball ; but murdered, fequeftered, plundered, 
deprived, baniflied to the plantations, or enuaved 
all their oppofers who had loft the game* 

It is faid the world is governed by opinion; and 
politicians allure us, that all power is founded 
thereupon. Wherefore, as all human creatures 
arc fond to diftractton of their own opinions, and 
fo much the more, as thofe opinions are abfurd, 
ridiculous, or of little moment, it muft follow* 

that 
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that they are equally fond of power. But no o- 
pinions are maintained with fo much obftinacy 
as thofe in religion, efpecially by fuch zealots, 
who never bore the leaft regard to religion, con r 
fcience, honour, juftice, truth, mercy, or com- 
mon morality, farther than in outward appear- 
ance, under the mafk of hypocrify, to promote 
their diabolical defigns. And therefore, Bifhop 
Burnet, one of their oracles, tells us honeftly, 
that the faints of thofe fanatic times pronounced 
themfelves above morality ; which they reckoned 
among beggarly elements; but the meaning of . thefe 
two laft words, thus applied, we confefs to be a- 
bove our underftanding. 

Among thofe kingdoms and ftates which firft 
embraced the reformation, England appears to 
have received it in the moft regular way ; where 
it was introduced in a peaceable manner, hy the 
fupreme power of a king, * and the three eftates 
in parliament ; to which, as the higheft legiflative 
authority, all fubjc£fcs are bound paffively to fub- 
mit. Neither was there much bloodihed on fo 
great a change of religion. But a confiderable 
number of lords, and other perfons of quality 
through the kingdom, ftill continued in their old 
faith, and were, notwithstanding their difference 
in religion, employed in offices, civil as well as 
military, more or lefs in every reign, until the 
teft a& in the time of king Charles II. However, 
from the time of the reformation, the number of 
catholics gradually and confiderably kfiened. So 

• Henry VIII. 



3 io ROMAN CATHOLICS REASONS 



that, in the reign of king Charles I. England! 
came in a great degree a protectant kingdo 
without taking the feftaries into the numb* 
the legality whereof, with refpeft to human lai 
the catholics never difputed ; but the purhcns y a 
other fchifmatics, without the leaft pretence 
any fuch authority, by an open rebellion, deftrc 
ed.that legal reformation, as we obferved befo 
murdered their king, and changed the monarc 
into a republic. It is therefore not to be wond< 
ed at, if the catholics^ in fuch a Babel of religioi 
chofe to adhere to their own faith left them 
their anceftors, rather than feek for a better 
mong a rabble of hypocritical, rebellious, deh 
ing knaves, or deluded enthufiafts. 

We repeat once more, That if a national re 
gioii be changed by the fuprfifne legiflative pow 
we cannot difpute the human legality of fuch 
charge. But we humbly conceive, that if 3: 
confiderable party of men which differs from 
eftablifhment, either old or Hew, can deferve 1 
berty of confeience, it ought to cOnfift of thoi 
who, for want of cOnvitiion, or of right unjlc 
(landing the merits of each caufe, conceive ther 
felves bound in confeience to adhere to the rei 
gion of their anceftors ; becaufe they are of j 
others leaft likely to be authors of innovations t 
ther in church or ftafe. 

On the other fide : if the reformation of re! 
gion be founded upon rebellion againft the kin 
without whofe confent, by the nature of our co 
ftittftion, no law can pafs 3 if this reformation 1 

in trod uo 



oduced by only one of the three eftates, I 
in the commons, and not by one half even of 
?c commons, and this by the afliftance of a 
illious army ; ag»in> if this reformation were 
ied on by the exclufion of nobles both lay and 
itual, (who conftitute the other part of the 
:e eftates) by tbe murder of their king, and by 
lifliing the whole fyftem of .government ; the 
lolics cannot fee why the fuccefibrs of ihofe 
ifmatics, who are univerfally accufed by all 
ties except themfelves, and a few infamous a- 
tors, for (till retaining the fame principles in 
gion and government, under which their pre- 
:e{Tors a£ted, mould pretend to a better {hare 
;ivil or military truft, profit, and power, than 
catholics* who during all that period of twenty 
xs, were continually perfecuted with the ut- 
ft feverity, merely on account of their loyalty 
1 conftant adherence to kingly power. 
We now come to thofc arguments for repeal- 
; the facramcntal teft, which equally affe£t 
: catholics^ and their brethren the diflenters. 
Fir/t, we- agree with our fcllow-diflenters, that 
erfecuiion merely for confeience' fake is againfl the 
ius of the gojpeL And fo likewife is any law for 
riving men of their natural and civil rights , 
ich they. claim as then. We are alfo ready e- 
igh to allow, that the fmallejl negative difcm* 
ements for uniformity's fake are fo many perfe- 
\ons. Becaufe, it cannot be denied, that the 
itch of a pin is in fome degree a. real wound , 

a* 
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ars much as a (lab through the heart. In like 
manner, an incapacity by law for any man to be 
made a judge, a colonel, or juftice of the peace, 
merely on a point of confidence, is a negative difcou- 
ragement, and confequently a real perfecution: 
for in this cafe, the author of the pamphlet quot- 
ed in the * margin, puts a very pertinent and 
powerful queftion : If God be the file Lord of the 
conference , why Jbould the rights of confeience be fub- 
jetl to human jurifditlion ? Ndw, to apply this to 
the catholics : The belief of tranfubftantiation is a 
matter purely of religion and confidence, which doth 
not affecl the political interefi of fiociety, as fuch : 
therefore, why Jbould the rights of confidence, where* 
of God // the fiole Lord, be fiubjecl to human jurif dic- 
tion ? And why mould God be deprived of this 
right over a catholic's confeience, any more than 
over that of any other diflenter ? 

And whereas another author among our bre- 
thren the diflenters hath very juftly complained, 
that by this perfecuting teft-acl: great numbers of 
true protejlants have been forced to leave the 
kingdom and fly to the plantations, rather than 
flay here branded with an incapacity for civil and 
military employments ; we do affirm, that the ca- 
tholics can bring many more inftances of the fame 
kind; fome thoufands of their religion having 
been forced by the facramental teft to retire into 
other countries, rather than live here under the 
incapacity of wearing fwords, fitting in parlia- 
ment, and getting fhare of that power and profit 
* which 
* See rcafons againft the tcft. 
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rhich belong to them as fellow chrtftians^ where- 
>f they are deprired merely upon account of confci- 
rtce 9 which would not allow them to take the facra- 
nent after* the manner prescribed in the liturgy* 
Hence it clearly follows in the words of the 
fame * author, that if we catholics are incapable 
if employments , we are punifhed for our diffent, that 
is y for our con/dene*, which wholly turns upon politic 
vol considerations. *' 

The catholics are willing to acknowledge the 
king's fupremacy, whenever their brethren the 
tlif&nters lhall pleafe to (hew them an example. 

* Further, the catholics, whenever their religion 
lhall come to be the national eftablifhed faith, 
are willing to undergo the fame teft offered by 
the author already quoted. His words are thefe • 
To end this debate , by putting it upon a foot which I 
hope will appear to every impartial perfvn a fair and 
equitable one ; we catholics propofe^ with fubmiffion 
to the proper judges , that effectual fecurity be taken 
$gainft perfecutiofiy by obliging ally who are admitted 
into places of power and truj?> whatever their religi- 
ous profeffion be 9 in the mojl folemn manner to dif- 
claim perfecuting principles. It is hoped the public 
will take notiee of thefe words, whatever their 
relighus profeffion be; which plainly include the 
catholics ; and for which we return thanks to our 
Mijptnting brethren. 

And whereas it is objefted by thofe of the e* 
ftabliflied church, that if the fchifmatics and fa- 
natics were once put into a capacity of pofTcfling 

• Vol. IV. D d civil 
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civil and military employments, they would ne- 
ver be at eafe, till they had raifed their own way 
of worfhip into the national religion through all 
his majefty's dominions, equal with the true or* 
thodosc Scottijb kirk : which when tney had once 
brought to pafs, they would no more allow liber* 
ty of confeience to epifcopal diflenters, than they 
did in the time of the great Englifti rebellion, 
and-in the fucceeding fanatic anarchy, till the 
king was reftored. There is another very learn- 
ed fchifmatical * pamphleteer, who in anfwer to a 
malignant libel, called, The prejbyterian plea of me* 
rtty &c. clearly wipes off this afperfion, by affur- 
ingall epifcopal proteftants of the prefent church, 
upon his own word, and to his own knowledge, 
that our brethren the diflenters will never offer 
at fuch an attempt. In like manner the catholics^ 
when legally required, will openly declare upon 
their words and honours, that as foon as their nt* 
gative difcouragements and their perfecution (hall be 
removed by repealing the facramental tcR± they 
will leave it entirely to the merits of the caufe, 
whether the kingdom (hall think fit to make their 
faith the eftablifhed religion or not. 

Tfcnd again, whereas our presbyterian brethren 
in many of their pamphlets take much offence, 
that the great rebellion in England, the murder 
of the king, with the entire change of religion and 
government, are perpetually objected againil them 
both in and out of feafon, by our common ene- 
my the prefent conformifts ; we do declare in the 

defence 

2 Vindication of tbc Protcfont DUfenters, 
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;fence 6f our faid brethern, that the reproach a- 
refaid is an old ntiorn-out thread-bare canty which 
ey always difdained to anfwer : and I very well 
member, that having once told a certain con- 
>rmift, how much I wondered to hear him and 
is tribe dwelling perpetually on fo beaten a fub- 
€t ; he was pleafed to divert the difcourfe with 
foolifh ftory, which I cannot forbear telling to 
is difgrace. He faid, there was a clergyman 
1 Yorkfhire, who for fifteen years together 
reached every Sunday againft drunkennefs : 
'hereat the parifliioners being much offended, 
omplained to the archbiftiop ; who having fent 
or the clergyman, andfeverely reprimanded him, 
lie minifter had no better an anfwer than by con- 
eifing the faft ; adding, that all the parifh were 
[runkards 5 that he defired to reclaim them from 
ne vice, before he would begin upon another ; 
nd fince they (till continued to be as great drunk- 
rds as before, he refolved to go on, except his 
;race ^jrould pleafe to forbid him. ' 
.We are very^ fenfible how heavy an accufation 
ieth upon the catholics of Ireland ; that fome years 
>efore king Charles II. was reftored, when theirs 
ivd the king's forces were entirely reduced, ^md 
he kingdom declared by the rump to be fettled ; 
iter all his majefty's generals were forced to fly 
o France, or other countries, the heads of the 
aid catholics, who remained here in an enflaved 
ondition, joined to fend an invitation to the 
Duke of Lorrain y engaging, upon hjts appearing 
iere with his forces, to deliver »p the whole 
D d z ifland 
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illand to his power, and declare him their fore* I 
reign ; which, after the reftoration, was proved v| 
gainfl them by dean Boyle, fi nee primate, who] 
produced the very original inftrument at thehoanLj 
The catholics freely acknowledge the faft tobij 
true; and at the fame time appeal to all the 1 
world, whether a wifer, a better, a more honour- 
able, or a more juftifiable project could have bcea I 
thought of. They were then reduced to flavery ] 
and beggary by the Englifli rebels, many thou- 
fands of men murdered, the reft deprived of thcij 
eftates, and driven to live on a fmall pittance in 
the wilds of Connaught, at a time when either the 
rump or Cromwell abfolutely governed the thre* 
kingdoms. And the queftion will turn upon 
this, whether the catholics^ deprived of all their 
pollefllons, governed with a rod of iron, and in 
utter defpairof ever feeing the monarchy reftoredj 
for the prefervation of which they had fuffered fi) 
much, were to be blamed for calling in a foreign 
prince of their own religion, who had a confider- 
able army to fupport them, rather than fubmitto 
fo infamous an ufurper as Cromwell, or fuch a 
bloody and ignominious conventicle as the rump 
Airs I have often heard not only our friends the 
diflenters, but even our common enemy the con- 
formifts, who are converfant in the hiftoryof 
thofe times, freely confefs, that confidering the 
miferable fituation the Irifh were then in, the? 
could not have thought of a braver or more vir- 
tuous attempt ; by which they might have bee* 
inltruments of reftoring the lawful monarch, at 

leaft 
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ieaft to the recovery Of England and Scotland^ 
from thofe betrayers and fellers and murderers of » 
his royal father. 

To conclude, whereas the laft quoted author 
complains very heavily and frequently of a brand 
tfaat Iks upon them, it is a great miftake : for the 
fir ft original brand hath been long taken off; 
only we confefs the fear will probably remain, and 
be vifible for ever to thofe who kaow the princi- 
ples by which they a&ed, and until thofe princi- 
ples fhall be openly renounced ; elfe it muft con- 
tinue to all generations, like the mark fet upon 
Cain> which foime authors fay ckfeended to all his 
pofterity j or like the Roman nofe and Auilriaii 
lip, or like the long bag of flefh hanging down 
from the gills of the people in Piedmont. But 
as for any brands fixed on fchifmatics for feveral • 
years paft, they have been all made with cold iron ; 
like thieves who by the benefit of the clergy are 
condemned to be only burned in the hand ; but 
efcape the pain and the mark by being in fee with 
|he jailor. Which advantage the fchifmatical 
teachers will never want, who, as we are allured, 
and of which there is a very frejh inftance y have 
the fouls and bodies and purfes of their people a 
hundred times more at their mercy, than the ca- 
tholic priefts could ever pretend to. 

Therefore, upon the whole, the catholics do 
lumbly petition ( without the leajl infmuation of 
threatening) that upon this favourable juncture 
:heir incapacity for civil and military employ- 
ments may be wholly taken off, for jfee very fame 
D d 3 ~ reaihns 
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Some Reasons againft the B 1 l l for fettling 
the tythe of Hemp y FJax, isfc. by a Modus *. 

THE clergy did little expe& to have any 
caufe of complaint again ft the prefent 
loufe of commons ; who, in the laft feffions, were 
pleafed to throw out a bill f fent them from the 
lords, which that reverend body apprehended 
would be very injurious to them, if it pafled into 
a law : and who, in the prefent feffionsf defeated 
the arts and endeavours of fcbifmatics to repeal the 
Jacramental teft. 

For although it hath been allowed on all hands, 
that the former of thofc bills might, by its necef- 
fcry confequences, be very difpleafing to the lay * 
gentlemen of the kingdom for many reafons pure- 
ly fecular $ and that this laft attempt for repeal- 
ing the tejl did much more affett at prqfent the 
temporal intereft, than the fpiritual ; yet the 
whole body of the lower clergy have, upon both 
tbofe occafions, cxpreffed equal gratitude to that 

honourable 

• Many eminent clergymen, who oppoftd this fcheme, applied 
to Dr. Swift to write againft it, which he readily contented to 
upon their giving him fome hints : and two days after, the fol- 
lowing reaibns were preiented to fcveral members of parliament, 
which had io good an effect that the bill was dropped. Haivkefi 

This pamphlet is entirely adapted to the clergy of Ireland. 
But I cannot avoid oblerving in it, a greater fund of calmncis, 
not a Ids degree of fpirit, than in many other of Swift's polity 
Cal writings. Orrery. 

i For the biibopf to divide livings. Hawltf 
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honourable boufe for their juftice and fteadinds, 
as if the clergy alone were to receive the benefit* . 

It mud needs be therefore a great addition tl * 
the clergy's grief, that fuch an aflcmbly as fte c 
prefent houfe of commons mould now, with ai 
expedition more than ufiial, agree to a bill for » 
couraging the linen manufa&ure, with a claufe, 
whereby the church is to lofe two pans ia thrd 
of the legal tythe in flax and hemp* 

Some reafons why the clergy think fuch a la* 
will be a great hardfhip upon them, are, I con- 
ceive, thefe that follow. I (hall venture to eau- 
raerate them, with aU deference due to that he* 
nourable aflembly. 

F'trfiy the clergy fuppofe that they hate not, by 
any fault or demerit, incurred the difplea&re <tf 
the nation's representatives : neither can the de- 
clared loyalty of the prefent fet, from the higheft 
prelate to the lowed vicar, be in the leaft diiput- 
ed: h^caufe there are hardly ten clergymen 
through the whole kingdom, for more than niae- 
teen years paft, who have not been either pre- 
ferred entirely upon account of their declared 
afFe&ion to the Hanover line, or higher promot- 
ed as the due reward of the fame meriu 

There is not a landlord in the wktetelmig- 
dom refiding fomc part of the yeaf at his coun- 
try feat, who is not in his own confeience fufly 
convinced, that the ty'hes of his mmifter have 
gradoaMy i\w A < l V>r fw»<* paft one-third, or 

at l?jft v v^ t v . :Ytv. former value, cxclu- 
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. The payment of tythes in this kingdom is fub* 
je& to fo many fraudf, brangles,. and other diffi- 
$*dties, dot onfly from paptfis and drfintersy but 
even from thofe who profefe themfelves prvte- 
fianfs ; that by the expence* the trouble, and 
vexation of colle&ing or bargaining for them, 
they are of all other rents the moft pretearious^ 
lincertairi, and ill paid. 

. The landlords in moft parifties expe£fc, as a 
compliment, that they {hall pay little more than 
half the value of the tythes for the.lands they 
hold in their own hands \ which often confift of 
large domains : and it \% the minifter's intereft to 
toake them eafy upon that article, when he con- 
fidera what influence thofe gentlemen have upon 
their tenants. 

The clergy cannot but think it extremely fe- 
vere, that in a bill for encouraging the linen 
manufa&ure they alone rauft be the fufferers, 
who can leaft afford it. If, as I am told, there 
be a tax of three thoufand pound* a-year paid by 
the public for a farther encouragement to the 
laid nranufafture, are not the clergy equal fliar-* 
ers in the charge with the reft of their fellow-* 
fubje£ts? What fatisfa&ory reafon can be 
therefore given, why they alone (hould bear the 
'whole additional weight, unlefs it will be aHedg- 
cd that their property is not upon an equal foot 
with the properties of other men ? They ac* 
quire their own fmall pittance by at leaft as ho* 
neft means as their neighbour*, the landlords^ 
pofiefs thek eftatea 5 and have been always fup* 
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pofed, except in rebellious or fanatical times, to 
hare as good a title : for no families now in be- 
ing can (hew a more ancient. Indeed if it be 
true, that fome perfons (I hope they were not 
many) were feen to laugh when the rights of the 
clergy were mentioned ; in this cafe an opinion 
may pofiibly be foon advanced, that they have no 
rights at all. And this is likely enough to gain 
ground, in proportion as the contempt of all re- 
ligion (hall increafe, which is already in a very 
forward way. 

It is faid, there will be alfo added in this bill, 
a claufe for diminifliing the rythe of hops, in or- 
der to cultivate that ufeful plant among us : and 
here likewife the load is to lie entirely on the 
fhoulders of the clergy, while the landlords reap 
all the benefits. It will not be eafy to forefec 
where fuch proceedings are like to (top : or whe- 
ther by the fame authority, in civil times, a par- 
liament *may not as juftly challenge the fame 
power in reducing all things tythable, not below 
the tenth part of the product (which is, and ever 
will be the clergy's equitable right) but From a 
tenth part to a fixtieth or eightieth, and from 
thence to nothing. 

I have heard it granted by (kilful perfons, thai 
the practice of taxing the clergy by parliament] 
without their own confent, is a new thing, not 
much above the date of feventy years ; before 
which period, in times of peace, they always 
faxed themfelves. But things are extremely al« 
tered at prefent : it is not now fufEcient to tax 

them 
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em in common with their fellow-fubje&s, 
thout impofing an additional tax upon them, 
>m which, or from any thing equivalent, all 
nr fellow-fubje&s are exempt 5 and this in a 
an try prof effing chriftianity. 
The greateft part of the clergy throughout the 
lgdom have been ftript of their glebes by the 
ifufion of times, by violence, fraud, oppreffion, 
d other unlawful means ; all which glebes are 
w in the hands of the laity. So that they now 
: generally forced to lie at the mercy of land- 
ds for a fmall piece of ground in their pariflies, 
a mod exorbitant rent, and ufually for a fhorf 
m of years, whereon to build a houfe, and 
able them to refide. Yet, in fpite of thefe 
advantages, I am a witnefs, that they are ge- 
rally more conftant refidents than their bre- 
•en in England ; where the meaneft vicar hath 
onvenient dwelling, with a barn, a ganlto, and 
ield or two for his cattle ; befides the certainty 
his little income from honeft farmers, able 
d willing not only to pay him his dues, but 
ewifc f make him prefents, according to their 
ility, for his better fupport. In all which cir- 
mftances, the clergy of Ireland meet with a 
atmcnt direftly contrary. 
It is hoped the honourable houfe will confider, 
it it isjmpoffible for the moft ill-minded, ava- 
ieus, or cunning clergyman to do the leaft in- 
Itice to the meaneft cottager in his parifli in 
y bargain for tythes, or other ecclefiaftical dues, 
: ean at the utmoft only demand to have his 
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tytbe faim Laid ooi ; and does not once in a 
hundred times obtain his demand. But every 
tenant, from the pooreft cottager to the moft 
fubfunrial farmer, can, and generally doth, im- 
pofe upon the miaifter, by fraud, by theft, bf 
lies, by perjuries, by iniblence, and fcrnerimes by 
force ; notwithftanding the utmoft vigilance and 
Hull of hircfclf and his proctor. Infomucb, that 
it is allowed that the clergy, in general, recem 
little more than one half of their legal dues ; not 
including the charges they are at in collecting 01 
bargaining for them. 

• The land rents of Ireland are computed to a- 
bout two millions, whereof one-tenth amounts to 
two hundred thouCmd pounds. The beneficed 
clergymen, excluding thofe of this city, are not 
reckoned to be above five hundred ; by which 
computation they fhould each of them poflefs two 
hundred pounds a- year, if thofe tytbes were e- 
qually divided, although in well cultivated corn 
countries it ought to be more ; whereas they 
hardly receive one half of that fum, with great 
defalcations, and in very bad payments. There 
are indeed a few glebes in the north pretty confi- 
derable, but if thefe and all the reft were in like 
manner equally divided, they would not add 
five pounds a-year to every clergyman. There- 
fore, whether the condition of the clergy in ge- 
neral among us be juftly liable to envy, or able to 
bear a heavy burden, which neither the nobility 
nor gentry, nor tradefmen nor farmers, will 

touch 
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tpuch with one of their fingers 5 this, T fay, is 
fubmitted to the honourable houfe. 

One terrible circumftance in this bill is, that 
of turning the tythe of flax and hemp into wha't 
the lawyers call a modus y or a certain fum in lieu 
of a tenth part of the produft. And by this 
practice of claiming a modus in many pariflies by 
ancient cuftom, the clergy in both kingdoms have 
been aim oft incredible fufferers. Thus, in the 
prefent cafe, the tythe of a tolerable acre of flax; 
which by a medium is worth twelve (hillings, is 
by the prefent bill reduced to four millings. 
Neither is this the worft part in a msdus ; every 
determinate fum muft, in procefs of time, fink 
from a fourth to a four and twentieth part, or a 
great deal lower, by that neceffary fall attending 
the value of money, which is now at leaft nine- 
tenths lower all over Europe than it was four 
hundred years ago, by a gradual decline ; and 
even a third part at leaft within our owa memo- 
ries, in purchafing almoft every thing required 
for the neceffities or conveniencies of life; as any 
gentleman can atteft, who hath kept houfc for 
twenty years paft. And this will equally affe£l 
poor countries as well as rich. For, although I 
look upon it as an impoflibility that this kingdom 
fiiould ever thrive under its prefent difadvantages, 
which without a miracle muft ftill increafe ; yet 
when the whole cafh of the nation fhall fink to 
fifty thoufand pounds, we muft in all our traffic 
abroad, either of import or export, go by the gene- 
ral rate, at which money is valued in thofe coun- 
Vol. IV. E e tries, 
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tries, that enjoy the common privileges of human 
kind. For this reafon, no corporation (if the 
clergy may prefume to call themfelves one) 
fhoutd by any means grant away their properties 
in perpetuity, upon any confederation whatsoever; 
which is a rock that many corporations have fplit 
upon, to their great impoverifhment, and fome- 
times to their utter undoing j becaufe they are 
fuppofed to fubfift for ever, and becaufe no de- 
termination of money is of any certain perpetual 
intrinfic value. This is known enough in Eng- 
land, where eflates let for ever, fome hundred 
years ago, by feveral ancient noble families, do 
not at this prefent pay their pofterity a twentieth 
part of what they are now worth at an eafy rent. 

A tax affe&ing one part of a nation, which 
already bears its full (hare in all parliamentary 
impofitions, cannot poffibly be juft, except it be 
inflifted as a punifliment upon that body of men, 
which is taxed, for fome great demerit or danger 
to the public apprehended from thofe upon whom 
it is laid : thus, the papijls and non-jurors have 
been doubly taxed for refufing to give proper fc- 
curities to the government \ which cannot be ob- 
jected againft the clergy. And therefore, if this 
bill fhould pafs, I think it ought to be with a pre- 
face, (hewing wherein they have' offended, and 
for what difaffeftion or other crime they arc pu- 
niftied. 

If an additional excife upon ale, or a duty up- 
on flelh and bread were to be ena&ed, neither 
the victualler, butcher, or baker, would bear any 

more 
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of the charge than for what themfelves con- 
l ; but it would be an equal general tax 
*h the whole kingdom : whereas, by this 
he clergy alone are avowedly condemned to 
irived of their ancient, inherent, undifput- 
hts, in order to encourage a manufafture 
rich all the reft of the kingdom are fuppofed 
gainers. 

is bill is direflly againft magna charta, 
joi the firft claufe is for confirming the 
able rights of holy church ; as well as con- 
to the oath taken by all our kings at thei* 
ation, where they fwear to defend and pro* 
ae church in- all rjgltt&. v 
:ax laid upon employments, is a very di Se- 
lling. The poffeflbrs of civil and military 
>yments are no corporation : neither are 
my part of our conftitution j their falaries, 
and perquifites are all changeable, at the 
ire of the prince who beflows them, al- 
;h the army be paid from funds raifed and 
priated by the legiflature. But the clergy, 
zy have little reafon to expe&, fo they defire 
ore than their ancient legal dues ; only, in- 
with the removal of many grievous impe- 
nts in the colle&ion of them ; which, it is 
feared, they muft wait for until more fa- 
ible times. It is weir known, that they have 
iy, of their own accord, fhewn great in- 
:nce to their people upon this very article of 
feldom taking above a fourth part of their 
foe fmall parcels, and oftentimes nothing at 
Ee 2 all 
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all from new beginners : waiting with patience 
until the farmers were able, and until great quan- 
tities of land were employed in that part of huf 
bandry; never fufpe&ing, that their good in- 
tentions (hould be perverted in fo lingular a man 
ner to their detriment by that very aflembly 
which, during the time that convocations (whicl 
are an original part of our conftitution, ever Gnci 
cbrtJHanity became national among us) are though 
fit to be fufpended, God knows for what.reafon 
or from what provocations ; I fay, from that ver 
aflembly, who, during the intervals of convoca 
tions, (hould rather be fuppofed to be guardiar 
of the rights and properties of the clergy, than t 
make the leaft attempt upon either. 

I have not heard, upon inquiry, that any ( 
thofe gentlemen, who, among us, without door; 
are called the court-party, difcover the leaft ze; 
in this affair. If they had thoughts to interpofi 
it might be conceived they would (hew their di 
pleafure againft this bill, which muft very muc 
leflcn the value of the king's patronage, upo 
promotion to vacant fees, in the difpofal of dear 
rics, and other confiderable preferments in tr 
church, which are in the donation of the crown 
whereby the viceroys will have fewer good pr< 
ferments to beftow on their dependents, as wc 
as upon the kindred of members, who may ba* 
a fufficient flock of that fort of merit, whatever 
may be, which may in future times moft prevai 

The diffentcrs) by not fucceeding in their ei 
deavours to procure a repeal of the tefl> have Jo 

nothing 
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nothing, but continue in a full enjoyment of their 
toleration ; while the clergy, without giving the 
!eaft offence, are, by this bill, deprived of a con- 
Sderable branch of their ancient legal rights ; 
nrhereby the fchifmatical party will have the plea- 
"ure of gratifying their revenge-— — hoc Gran vo- 
uere. 

The farmer will find no relief by this modus s 
)ecaufe, when his prefent leafe (hall expire, his 
andlord will infallibly raife the rent in an equal 
>roportion upon every part of land where flax is 
own, and have fo much a better fecurity for pay- 
nent at the expence of the clergy. 

If we judge by things paft, it little avails that 
bis bill is to be limited to a certain time, of ten, 
wenty, or thirty years. For no landlord will e- 
rer confent, that a law fhall expire, by which he 
inds himfelf a gainer ; and of this there are ma- 
ly examples, as well in England as in this king* 
lorn. 

The great end of this bill, is, by proper en- 
xmragement, to extend the linen mamifa&ure 
nto thofe countries where it hath hitherto been 
ittle cultivated : but this encouragement of lef- 
ening the tithe of flax and hemp % is one of fuch a 
□nd, as, it is to be feared, will have a dire&ly 
xmtrary effeft : Becaufe, if I am rightly inform- 
id, no fet of men hath, for their number and for- 
unes, been more induftrious and fuccefsful than 
he clergy, in introducing that manufacture into 
daces which were unacquainted with it, by per- 
uading their people to fow flax and hemp* by pro-. 

£ c 3 curing 



come lofers by their extraordinary care, 
ing their beft arable lands turned to flax \ 
which are reckoned great impoverifhers 
they cannot, therefore, be blamed, if th 
fhew as much zeal to prevent its beii 
duced or improved in their parifhes, as 
therto have ihewed in the introducing 
proving it. This, I am told, fome of t 
already declared, at leaft fo far as to re 
to give themfelves any more trouble t 
men, about promoting a manufacture, I 
cefs of which, they only, of all men, ; 
fufferers. Perhaps the giving even a fi 
couragement than the law doth, as it nc 
to a fet of men who might, on many 
be fo ufeful to this purpofe, would be D( 
thod of having the great end of the bill 
fe&ually anfwercd : but this is what th 
from defiring ; all they petition for,* I 
than to continue on the fame footing 

n. _f r~n • _ n._ w 
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which flax and hemp arc fown, but alfo fettle the 
price of furveying, and determine, whether the 
incumbent or farmer is to pay for each annual 
furvey. Without fomcth'ing of this kind, there? 
mult conftantly be difputes between them, and 
the neighbouring juftices of peace mail be teazed 
as often as thofe difputes happen. 

I had written thus fat, when a paper was fent 
to me, with feveral reafons againft the bill; 
fome whereof, although, they have been- already 
touched, are put in a better light, and the reft 
did not occur to me. I (hall deliver them in the 
author's own words. 

I. That tithes are the patrimony of the church 5 
and, if not of divine original, yet at leaft of great 
antiquity. ' * 

IL That all purchafes and leafes of tytheable 
lands, for many centuries paft, have been made 
and taken, fubjeft to the demand of tythes, and 
thofe lands fold and taken juft fo much the cheap- 
er on that account. f 

HI. That if ' any lands are exempted front 
tithes, or -the legal demands of fuch tithes leflen- 
ed by aft of parliament, fo much value is taken 
from the proprietor of the tithes, and verted in 
the proprietor of the lands, or his head tenants. 

IV. That no innocent unoffending perfon can 
be fo deprived of his property, without the greateft 
violation of common juftice. 

V. That to do this upon a profpeft of en- 
couraging the linen or any other manufacture, is 
acting upon a very miftaken aradunjuft fuppofition 5 

> inafmuch 
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inafmuch as the price of the lands fo occupied, will 
be ng way leflened to the farmer by fuch a law. " 

VI. That the clergy are content chearfully to 
bear (as they now do) any burden in common 
with their fellow fubjc&s, either for the fupport 
of his majefly's government, or the encourage- 
ment of the trade of the nation, but think it very 
hard that they ihould be fingled out to pay hea- 
vier taxes than others, at a time, when, by the de- 
creafe of the value of their pari flies, they are left 
able to bear them* 

VII. That the legiflature hath heretofore dif- 
tinguiflied the clergy by exemptions, and not by 
additional loads ; and the prefent clergy of the 
kingdom hope they have not deferved worfe- of 
the legiflature than their predeccflbrs. 

VIII. That by the original conftitution of thefe 
kingdoms, the clergy had the fole right of taxing 
themfelves, and were in pofleflion of that right as 
low as the reftoration ; and if that right be now 
devolved upon the commons by the ceffion of the 
clergy, the commons can be confidered in this cafe 
in no other light than as theguardians of the clergy. 

IX. That befides thofe tythes always in the 
pofleflion of the clergy, there are fome portions 
of tythes lately come into their pofleflion by pur- 
chafe ; that if this claufe ihould take place, they 
would not be allowed the benefit of thefe purcha- 
fes upon an equal foot of advantage with the reft 
of their fellow-fubje&s. And that fome tythes 
in the hands of improprietors are under Settle- 
ments and mortgages. 

X. That 
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X. : That the gentlemen of this houfe fhould 
confider, that loading the clergy is loading their 
own younger brothers and children, with this ad- 
ditional grievance, that it is taking from the young* 
rr and poorer to give to the elder and richer ; and, 

Laftly, That if it were at any time juft and 
>roper to do this, it would however be too fevere 

do it now, when all the tythes of the king- 
om are known for fome years pad to have funk 
bove one third part in their value. 

Any income in the hands of the clergy, is at 
raft as ufeful to the public as the fame income 

1 the hands of the laity. 

It were more reafonable to grant the clergy, in 
iree parts of the nation, an additional fupport, 
lan to diminifh their prefent fubfiftence- 

Great employments are and will be in the 
ands of Englifhmen ; nothing left for the young- 
r fons of Irifhmen but vicarages, tide-waiters pla- 
?s, &c. therefore no reafon to make them worfe. 

The modus upon the flax in England, affe&s 
nly lands reclaimed fince the year 1690, and is 
t the rate of five (hillings the Englifh acre, which 
i equivalent to eight (hillings and eight pence Iriflr, 
id that to be paid before the farmer removed it 
om the field. Flax is a manufacture of little con- 
tinence in England, but is the flaple in Ireland ; 
id if it increafes (as it probably will) muft in many 
laces joftle out corn, becaufe it is more gainful. 

The clergy of the eftablifhed church have no 
itereft like thofe of the church of Rome, diftin& 
om the true intercft of their country, and there- 
fore 
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fore ought to fuffcr under no diftiaft impofitions 
or taxes of any kind. . 

. . The bill for fettling the tnodus of flax in Eng- 
Jand, was brought in the firft ypar of the reign of 
king George I. when the clergy lay very unjuftly 
under the imputation of foijie difaffe&ion ; and 
to encourage the bringing in of feme fens in Lin- 
colnfhire which were not to be Qontioued under 
flax ; but it left all lands where Jhx had been 
fown before that time under the fame condition 
of ty thing, in which they were before the paffing 
of that bill : whereas this bill takes away what the 
clergy are a&ually.pofleffed of* 

That the woollen manufa&ure is the fhple of 
England, as the linen is that of Ireland, yet no 
attempt was ever made in England to reduce the 
tythe of wool for the encouragement of that ma- 
nufacture. This manufa&ure hath already been 
remarkably favoured by the clergy, who have bi- 
theTto been generally content with le£s than half, 
fome with fix-pence a garden, and fome have 
taken nothing. 

Employments, they fay, have been taxed ; the 
xeafons for which taxation will not hold, with re- 
gard to property at lead, till employments become 
inheritances. The commons always have had fo 
tender a regard to property, that they would nerer 
fuffer any law to pafs, whereby any particular per- 
fons might hcaggrieved, without their own canfent 

N. B# Some alt t rations have been made in the 
bill about the modus, flnce the above paper wt 
written \ but the} are of little moment* 
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modeft PROPOSAL for preventing the 
Children of poor People in Ireland 
from being a burden to their Parents or Coun- 
try, and for making them beneficial to the 
Public. 

T is a melancholy objeft to thofe, who walk 
through this great town, or travel in the 
antry, when they fee the Jtrtets, the roads, and 
ton doors crowded with beggars of the female 
:, followed by thre«, four, or fix children j all in 
and importuning every paflenger for an alms, 
lefe mothers, inftead of being able to work for 
eir honeft livelihood, are forced to employ all 
eir time in ftrolling, to beg fubfiftence for their 
Iplefs infants, who, as they grow up, either turn 
\eves for want of work, or leave their dear ' na~ 
ve country to fight for the pretender in Spain, or 
B thcmfelves to Barbadoes. 
I think it is agreed by all parties, that this pro- 
gious number of children in the arms, or on 
ic backs, or at the heels, of their mothers, and 
cquently of their fathers, is in the prefent de- 
orable fiate of the kingdom a very great additional 
icvance ; and therefore, whoever could find out 
fair, cheap and eafy method of making theft 
lildren found and ufeful members of the com* 
onwealth, would deferve (b well of the public, 
i to have his ftatue fet up for a preferver of the 
ition. 

But my intention is very far from being con- 
led to provide only for the children of profeffed 

beggars 
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beggars : it is of a much greater extent, and fha 
take in the whole number of infants at a certai 
age, who are born of parents in effeft as litt 
able to fupport them, as thofe who demand o 
charity in the ftreets. 

As to my own part, having turned my thougl 
for many years upon this important fubjed, ai 
maturely weighed thefeveral fchemes of our proji 
tors 9 I have always found them grofly*miftak 
in their computation. It is true, a child juft in 
from its dam may be fupported by her mUk foi 
folaryear, with little other nourifhment : atro< 
not above the value of two {hillings, which t 
mother may certainly get, or the value in /era 
by her lawful occupation of begging ; and it 
exa&ly at one year old that I propofe to provi 
for them in fuch a manner, as, inftead of beinj 
charge upon their parents, or the parijh, or wa 
ing food and raiment for the reft of their li? 
they ihall, on the contrary, contribute to t 
feeding, and partly to the cloathing of ma 
thoufands. 

. There is likewife another great advantage 
my fcheme, that it will prevent thofe voluntc 
abortions y and that horrid pra&ice of women mi 
dering their bqftard children^ alas ! too frequc 
among us, facrificing the poor innocent babes, 
doubt more to avoid the expence than the (ham 
which would move tears and pity in the mod i 
vage and inhuman breaft. 

The number of fouls in this kingdom bei: 
ufually reckoned one million and a half, of the 

Ic. 
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calculate there may be about two hundred thou- 
ind couple, whofe wives are breeders ; from 
r hich number I fubtradl thirty thoufand couple 
r ho are able to maintain their own children, (al- 
lough I apprehend there cannot be fo many un- 
sr the prefent diflrejfes of the kingdom ) but this 
nng granted, there will remain an hundred and 
venty thoufand breeders. I again fubtrafl: fifty 
loufand for thofe women, who mifcarry, or 
hofe children die by accident or difeafe within 
re year. There only remain an hundred and 
trenty thoufand children of poor parents annually 
)rn. The queftion therefore is, How this nura- 
;r (hall be reared and provided for ? which, as 
have already faid, under the prefent iituation 
'affairs, is utterly impoflible by all the methods 
therto propofed. For we can neither employ them 

handicraft or agriculture ; we neither build 
)ufes, (I mean in the country) nor cultivate 
nd : they can very feldom pick up a livelihood 
flealiiigj till they arrive at fix years old, except 
here they are of towardly parts \ although I con- 
fs they learn the rudiments much earlier \ du- 
ng which time they can however be properly 
oked upon only as probationers ; as I have been 
formed by a principal gentleman in the county 

Cavan, who protefted to me, that he never 
lew above one or two inftances under the age 

fix, even in a part of the kingdom fo renowned 
r the quickeft proficiency in that art. 
I am aflured by our merchants, that a boy or 
jirl before twelve years old, is no faleable com- 
Vol. IV. Ff modity; 



33« A modest PROPOS AL ! 

modify; and even when they come to this age, 
they will not yield above three pounds, or thiec 
pounds and half a crown at moft, on the ex- 
change ; which cannot turn to account either to 
the parents or kingdom, the charge of nutri- 
ment and rags having been at leaft four times 
that value. 

I (hall now therefore humbly propofe my own 
thoughts, which I hope will not be liable to the 
leaft obje£tion. 

I have been affured by a very knowing Ameri- 
can of my acquaintance in London, that a young 
healthy child well nurfed, is at a year old moft 
delicious, nourifhing, and wholefome food, whe- 
ther Jteivedy roajled, baked, or boiled; ami I make 
no doubt that it will equally ferve in a fricajfee y 
or a ragouft. 

I do therefore humbly offer it to public conftdera* 
tion, that of the hundred and twenty thoufand 
children already computed, twenty thoufand may 
be referved for breed, whereof only one-fourth 
part to be males j which is more than we allow 
to Jheepy black cattle, or fivine ; and my reafon is, 
that thefe children are feldom the fruits of mar- 
riage, a circumjlance not much regarded by Qur fav* 
ges, therefore one male will be fufficient to fenre 
four females. That the remaining hundred thou- 
fand may, at a year old, be offered in fale to the 
perfohs of quality and fortune through- the king- 
dom ; always advifing the mother ta let them 
fuck plentifully in the laft month, fo as to render 
them plump and fat for a good table. A child 
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will make " two dirties at an entertainment for 
friends j and when the family dines alone, the fore 
or hind quarter will make a reafonable dilh, and 
feafoned with a little pepper or fait, will be very 
good boiled on the fourth day, efpccially in winter. 

I have reckoned upon a medium, that a child 
juft born will weigh 1 2 pounds, and in a folar year, 
if tolerably nurfed, will encreafe to 28 pounds. 

I grant this food will be fomewhat dear, and 
therefore very proper for landlords, who, as they 
have already devoured moft of the parents, feem 
to have the beft title to the children. 

Infants' flefti will be in feafon throughout the 
year, but more plentiful in March, and a little 
before and after ; for we are. told by a grave author, 
t an eminent French phyfician, that fjh being a 
frdtfic diet, there are more children born in Roman 
wthofk countries about nine months after Lent, 
than at any other feafon ; therefore, reckoning 
a year after Lent, the markets will be more 
glutted than ufual, becaufe the number of popijb 
infants is at lead three to one in this kingdom ; and 
therefore it will have one other collateral advan- 
tage, by leflening the number of papifis among us. 

I have already computed the charge of nurfing 
a beggar's child (in which lift \ reckon all cottagers, 
labourers, and four-fifths of the farmers ) to be a- 
bout twofhiWings per annum, rags included ; and 
I belieye no gentleman would repine to give ten 
{hillings for the carcafe of a good fat child, which, 
as I have faid, will make four difhes of excellent 
F f 2 nutritive 
t RabcUis. 
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nutritive meat, when he hath only fome particu- 
lar friend, or his own family to dine with him. 
Thus the fquire will learn to be a good landlord, 
and grow popular among his tenants ; the mother 
will have eight (hillings neat profit, and be fit for 
work, till flie produces another child. 

Thofe,who are more thrifty (as I mujt confefs the 
limes require ) may flay the car cafe ; the (kin of 
which, artificially drefled, will make admirable 
gloves for ladies^ and fummer boots for fine gentlemen. 

As to our city of Dublin, fhambles may be 
appointed for this purpofe in the moft convenient 
parts of it, and butchers w£ may be aflurcd will 
not be wanting ; although I rather recommend 
buying the children alive, and dreffing them hot 
from the knife, as we do roafting pig*. 

A very worthy perfon, d true lover of his couth 
try, and whofc virtues I highly efleem, was late* 
7y pleafed, in difcourfing on this matter, to offer 
a refinement upon my fcheme. He faid, that 
many gentlemen of this kingdom, having of late 
deftroyed their deer, he conceived that the want 
of venifon might be well fupplied by the bodies of 
young lads and maidens, not exceeding fourteen 
years of age, nor under twelve ; fo great a num- 
ber of both fexes in every county being now ready 
toftarve for want of work and fervice j and thefe 
to be difpofed of by their parents, if alive, or o- 
therwife*by their neareft relations. But, with 
due deference to fo excellent a friend, and fo de- 
fending a patriot, I cannot be altogether ia bis 
featiments; for, as to the males, my American 

axquaintancQ 
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acquaintance aflured me, from frequent expe- 
rience, that their flefh was generally tough and 
lean, like that of our fchool-boys, by continual 
exercife, and their tafte difagreeable, and to 
fatten them would not anfwer the charge. Then, 
as to the females, it would, I think, with hum- 
ble fubmiffion, be a lofs to the public , becaufe they 
foon would become breeders themfclves : and be- 
tides, it is not improbable, that fome fcrupulou* 
people might be apt to cenfure fuch a practice, 
(although indeed very unjuftly) as a little border- 
ing upon cruelty; which I confefs, hath always 
been with me the ftrongeft obje&ion againft any 
proje£k, how well foever intended. 

But in order tojuftify my friend, he confefled, 
that this expedient was put into his head by the 
famous Salm an aazor, a native of the ifland of For- 
mofa, who came from thence ta London above 
twenty years ago, andj in converfation, told my 
friend, that in his country, when any young per- 
fon happened to be put to death, the executioner 
fold the carcafe to perfotis of quality as a prime 
dainty j and that in his time the body of a plump 
girl of fifteen, who was crucified for an attempt 
to poifon the Emperor, was fold to his imperial 
Majejlfs Prime Minijler of State, and other great 
mandarins of the coutt, in joints from the gibbet > 
at four hundred crowns. Neither indeed can I 
deny, that if the fame ufe were made of feveral 
plump young girls in this town, who, without 
one fingle groat to their fortunes, cannot ftir a- 
broad without a chair, and appear at a jflay-houfe 
F f j and 
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•and affetnblicsm foreign fineries which they ueittr 
will pay for, the kingdom would not be the worfe. 

Some perlons of a defponding fpirit are in 
great concern about that vail number of poor 
people, who are aged, difeafed, or maimed; and 
1 have been defired to employ ray thoughts, what 
courfe may be taken to eafe the nation of fo grie- 
vous an incumbrance. But I am not in the leaft 
pain upon that matter, becaufe it is very weli known 
that they arc every day dying and rotting, by cold 
'and famine, and filth and vermin, as faft as can be 
reafonablyexpe&ed. And as to the young labour- 
ers, they are now in almoft as hopeful a condi- 
tion : they cannot get work, and confequentty 
pine away for want of ncurHhment, to a degree* 
that if at any time they are accidentally hired to 
common labour, they have not ftrength to per- 
form it ; and thus the country and themfelves 
are happily delivered from the evils to come. 

I have loo long digrefled,' and therefore fhall 
return to my fubjeft. I think the advantages by 
the propofal, which I rTave made, are obvious and 
many, as well as of the higheft importance. 

For, firjl, as I have already obferved, it wouH 
greatly leflbn the number of papijts, with whom we 
are yearly over-run, being the principal breeders 
of the nation, as well as our mod dangerous ene- 
mies, ami who flay at home on purpofe to deliver 
the kingdom to the Pretender^ hoping to take their 
advantage by the abfence of fo many good proteft* 
ants, who have chofen rather to leave their coun- 
ty 
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fry, than ftay at home and pay tithes againft their 
<;onfcience to an epifcopal curate. 

Secondly, poorer tenants will have fomething 
valuable of their own, which by law may be 
made liable to a diftrefs, and help to pay their 
landlord's rent j theircorn and cattle being already 
feized, and money a thing unknown. 

Thirdly, Whereas the maintenance of an hundred 
thoufand children, from two years old and upwards, 
cannot be computed at left than ten {hillings a 
piece perann. the nation's flock wiJl be thereby en- 
ereafed 50,000 1. per ann. befides the profit of a 
trew difti introduced to the tables of all gentlemen 
of fortune in the krngdom, who have any refine- 
ment tn tafte. And the money will circulate a- 
mong ourfelves, the goods being entirely of oar 
own growth and manufa&ure. 

Fourthly, The conftant breeders, befides the 
gain of eight flirllings Jlerling per anntem by the 
fale of their children, will be rid of the charge 
of maintaining them after the firft year* 

Fifthly, This food would likewise bring great 
atftom to taverns t where the vintners will cer- 
tainly be fo prudent as to procure the bed receipts 
for dreffing it to perfe£lion, and confequently 
have their houfes frequented by all the fine gen- 
tlemen, who juftly value themfelves upon their 
knowledge in good earing ; and a fkilful cook,, 
who underftands how to oblige his guefts, will 
contrive to make it as expenfive as they pleafe. 

Sixthly, This would be a great inducement to 
marriage^ "which all wife nations have cither en- 
couraged 
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couraged by rewards, or enforced by laws andpo 1 
nalties. It would encreafe the care and tender- 
nefs of mothers towards their children, when 
they were fure of a fettlement for life to the poor 
babes, provided in fome fort by*the public, to 
their annual profit in (lead of expence. We 
fhould foon fee an honeft emulation among the 
married women, which of them could bring the fat' 
tejl child to the market. Men would become ai 
fond of their wives during the time of their preg- 
nancy, as they are now of their mares in foal, their 
cows in calf, or fows when they are ready to far- 
'row ; nor offer to beat or kick them (as is too 
frequent a practice) for fear of a mifcarriage. 

Many other advantages might be enumerated* 
For inftance, the addition of fome thoufand car- 
cafes in our exportation of barreled beef: the 
propagation of /wines fiejh> and improvement in 
the art of making good bacon, fo much wanted a- 
mong us by the great deft ru£Hon of pigs, too fre- 
quent at our tables; which are no way com- 
parable in tafte and magnificence to a well-grown, 
fat, yearly child,, which, roafted whole, will make 
a confiderable figure at a Lord mayor's feaft, or 
any other public entertainment. But this, and 
. many others, I omit, being ftudious of brevity. 

Suppofing that one thoufand families in the 
city would be conftant cuftomers for infants fleft, 
befides others who might have it at merry meet* 
ingSy particularly at weddings and chvijlenings* I 
compute, that Dublin would take off, annually, 
about twenty thoufand car cafes i and the reft of 

the 
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gdom (where probably they will be fold fome- 
heaper) the remaining eighty thoufand. 
i think of no one obje&ion, that will pof- 
: raifed againft this propofal, unlefs it fliould 
;ed, that the number of people will be 
r much leffened in the kingdom. This I 
3wn, and it was indeed one principal de- 
1 offering it to the world. I defire the 
will obferve, that I calculate my remedy 

one individual kingdom c/* Ireland, and 
rther that ever was, is, or, I think, ever can 

earth. Therefore, let no man talk to me 
x expedients : of taxing our abfentees at five 
t a pound : of ufing neit her clothes nor hou/hold 
re, except what is of our own growth and 
t&un : of utterly rejetling the materials and 
tents, that promote foreign luxury : of curing 
enfivenefs of pride, vanity, idlenefs, and gam- 
mr women : of introducing a vein of par/im- 
prudence, and temperance : of learning to 
i/r country, in the want of which we differ 
r*m Laplanders, and the inhabitants of 
(AMBOO : of quitting our animofities and fac- 
tor abling any longer like the Jews, who were 
ing one another at the very moment their city 
ken : of being a little cautious not to fell our 

and confciences for nothing; of teaching land* 
» have at leajt one degree of mercy towards 
tiants: laftly, of putting a fpirit of honefty, 
y, and fi 'tll into our Jbop-keepers, who, if a 
on could now be taken to buy only our native 
would immediately mite to cheat and exatl 
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upon us in the price, the meajurt % and the goodnefs) 1 
nor could ever yet be brought to make one fair propofal ! 
of juji dealing % though often and earneflly invited to it. i 

Therefore I repeat, let no man talk to me of 1 
thefe and the like expedients, # till he hath at leaft 
fome glimpfe of hope, that there will ever befome 
hearty and lincere attempt to put them in practice* 

But, as to myfelf, having been wearied out for 
many yeais with offering vain, idle, vifionary 
thoughts, and at length utterly defpairing of fuc- 
cefs, I fortunately fell upon this propofal ; which, 
as it is wholly new, fo it hath fome thing folid and 
real, of no expence and little trouble, full in our 
own power, and whereby we can incur no dan- 
ger in difobliging England. For this kind of 
commodity will not bear exportation, the fleih 
being of too tender a confidence to admit a 
long continuance in fait *, altU*gh pcrh*ps % l cudi 
name a country^ which would It glad to eat up m 
whole nation without it. 

After all, I am not fo violently bent upon ray 
own opinion, as to reje& any offer propofed by 
wife men, which {hall be found equally innocent, 
cheap, eafy, and effe&ual. feut before fomething 
of that kind (hall be advanced in contradiction 
to my fcheme, and. offering a better, I defirethe 
.author or authors will be pleafed maturely tocort- 
fider two points. Firft, As things now ftand, 
how they will be able to find food and raiment 

for 

* Thcfc expedients had been propoied before, fome of them 
by the Dean ; and to urge the practice of them, by Jhewing tk 
§nly alternative, feems to have been tbe defijpi of thi# pa£*«. 
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for a hundred thoufand ufelefs mouths and backs. 
And, fecondljy There being a round million of 
creatures in human figure throughout this king- 
dom, whofe whole fubfiftence, put into a com- 
mon flock, would leave them in debt two mil- 
lions of pouncfs fierling, adding thofe, who are 
beggars by profeflion, to the bulk of farmers, 
cottagers, and labourers, with their wives and 
children, who are beggars in effeft ; I defire thofe 
politicians who diflike my overture, and may per- 
haps be fo bold to attempt an anfwer, that they 
will firft afk the parents of thefe mortals, whe- 
ther they would not, at this day, think it a great 
bappinefs to have been fold for food at a year old, 
in the manner I prefcribe, and thereby have a- 
wided fuch a perpetual fcene of misfortunes, as 
:hcy have fi nee gone through, by the opprejjton of 
andiords, the impofftbility of paying rent without 
noney or trade > the want of common fujlenance> with 
neither houfe nor clothes to cover them from the 
nclemencies of the weather, and the raioft ineviU 
Me proJpecJ of entailing the like, or greater miferies, 
upon their breed for ever. 

I profefs, in the fincerity of my heart, that I 
have not the ieaft perfonal intereft in endeavour- 
ing to promote this ncceflary work, having no o- 
ther motive than the public good of my coutjtry, by 
advancing our trade providing for infants % relieving 
the poor, and giving Jhme pleafure to the rich. I 
have no children, by which I can propofe to get 
a (ingle penny ; the youngeft being nine years 
old, and my wife pad child-bearing. 

To 
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To the Honourable Houfc of Commons, to. 

The humble Petition of the'FooTMEN 
in and about the City of Dublin. 

V 

Written in the year 1734. 

Humbly Jbewetb, 

THAT your petitioners are a great and nu* 
merous fociety, endowed with feveral pri- 
vileges time out of mind. 

That certain lewd, idle, and diforderly perfoni 
for feveral months pad, as it "is notorioufly 
known, have been daily feen in the public walks 
of this city, habited fome times in green coats > and 
fometimes laced, with long oaken cudgels in their 
hands, and without fwords ; in hopes to procure 
favour, by that advantage, with a great number 
of ladies who frequent thofe walks \ pretending 
and giving themfelves out to be true genuine I- 
rifli footmen : whereas they can be proved to be 
no better than common toupees, as a judicious 
eye may foon difcover, by their awkward, clumfy, 
ungenteel gait and behaviour ; by their unfkilful- 
nefs in drefs, even w^th the advantage of our ha- 
bits; by their ill-favoured countenances, with an 
air of impudence and dulnefs peculiar to the reft of 
their brethren, who have not yet arrived at that 

tranfeendent 
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endcnt pitch of aflurance ; although it may 
Uy apprehended, that they will do fo in 
if thefe counterfeits (hall happen to fucceed 
ir evil defign of pafling for real footmen, 
>y to render themfeives more amiable to the 

ur petitioners do farther alledge, that many 
faid counterfeits, upon a drift examination, 
>een found in the ail of Jlrutting, fiaring x 
ingyfwaggeringy in a manner that plainly 
d their belt endeavours to imitate us. 
ein, although they did not fucceed, yet by 
ignorant and ungainly way of copying our 
t, the utmoft indignity was endeavoured to 
t upon our whole profeflion. . 
ur petitioners do therefore make it their 
le requeft, that this honourable houfe (to ma* 
whom your petitioners are nearly allied) will 
to take this grievance into your mod feri- 
onfideration : humbly fubmitting, whether 
ild not be proper, that certain officers might 
: public charge be employed to fearch for, 
ifcover all fuch counterfeit footmen ; to carry 
before the next juflice of peace, by whofe 
nt, upon the firft con vision, they mould be 
ed of their coats and oaken ornaments, and 
: two hours in the flocks ; upon the fecond 
&ion, befides (tripping, to be fet fix hours in 
ocks, with a paper pinned on their breads, 
ying their crime, in large capital letters, 
i the following words : A* B. commonly call* 
>L.IV. Gg ed 
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id A. B* Efq; a toupee, and a notorious impo}ar % 
who prefumed to perfonate a true Irijb footman. 

And for any other offence, the faid toupee (hall 
be committed to Bridewell, whipped three tiroes, 
forced to hard labour for a month, and not to be 
fet at liberty till he fhall hare given fufficient fe- 
curity for his good behaviour. 

Your hovo. rs will pleafe to obferve, with what 
lenity we propofe to treat thefe enormous offen- 
ders, who have already brought fuch a fcandal on 
our honourable callings that feveral well-meaning 
people have miftaken them to be of our fratemi' 
ty, in diminution to that credit and dignity 
whereby we have fupported our ftation, as we al- 
ways did, in the ivorjt of times. And we farther 
beg leave to remark, that this was manifeftly 
done with a feditious defign, to render us lefs 
capable of ferving the public in any great employ- 
ments, as feveral of our fraternity, as well as our 
anceftors, have done. 

We do therefore humbly implore your honours 
to give neceflary orders for our relief in this pre- 
fent exigency : And your petitioners (as in durj 
bound) (hall ever pray, tsV. 
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A PROPOSAL for giving badges to the 
Beggars in all the Pariflies of Dublin. 

By the Dcan-of St. Patrick's. 
Written in the year 1737. # 

IT hath been a general complainf, that the poor- 
houfe (efpecially fince the new conftitution 
by a£fc of parliament) hath been of no benefit to 
this city, for the eafe of which it was wholly in- 
tended. I had^the honour to be a member of it 
many years before it was new-modelled by the 
legiflature; not from any perfonal regard, but 
merely as one of the two deans, who are of 
courfe put into molt commiffions that relate to 
Ihe city ; and I have likewife the honour to have 
been left out of feveral commiffions, upon the 
fcore of party, in which my predeceflbrs, time out 
of mind, have always been members. 

The firft commiffion was made up of about 
fifty perfons, which were, the Lord Mayor, Al- 
dermen, and Sheriffs, and fome few other citi- 
zens ; the Judges, the two Archbifhops, the two 
Deans of the city, and one or two more gentle- 
men. And I mud confefs my opinion, that the 
diflblving the old com million, and eftablifliing a 
new one, of near three times the number, have 
been the great caufe of rendering fo good a de-« 
Cgn not only ufelefs, but a grievance inftead of 
G g z a benefit 
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a benefit to the city. In the prefent commiffion, I 
all the city clergy are included, befides a great I 
number of 'Squires, not only thofe who refide in j 
Dublin and the neighbourhood, but feveral ^ho 
live at a great diftance, and cannot poffibly have ] 
the leaft concern for the advantage of the city. 

At the few general meetings that I have at- 
tended fince the new eftablifhment, I obfenred 
very little was done, except one or two a&s of ex- 
treme juftice, which I then thought might as well 
have been fpared : and I have found the court of 
afiiftants ufually taken up in little wrangles about 
coachmen, or adjufting accounts of meal and 
iroall beer; which, however necefiary, might 
fometimes have given place to matters of modi 
•greater moment, I mean fome fch ernes, rccom- 
mended to the general Board, for anfwering the 
chief ends in ere&uig and cftablifliing fucha 
poor-houfe, and endowing it with fo confidcrabk 
a revenue : and the principal end I take to hare 
been, that of maintaining the poor and orphan* of 
the city, where the parifhes are not able to do it > 
and clearing the ftreets from ail (trailers, foreign- 
ers, and fturdy beggars, with which, to the uni- 
vcrfal complaint and admiration, Dublin is more 
infefted fmce> the eftablifhmcnt of the poor^houfe, 
than it was ever known to be fince its nrftereflion. 

As the whole fund for fupporting this hofpital 
is raifed only from the inhabitants of the city, fo 
there can be hardly any thing more abfurd than 
to fee it mifemployed in maintaining foreign beg- 
gars, and baftards* or orphans of farmers, whofe 

country 
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Country landlords never contributed one (hilling 
owards their fupport. I would engage, that half 
his revenue, if employed with common care, and 
to very great degree of common honefty, would 
bain tain all the real obje&s of charity in this 
ity, except a fmall number of original poor in 
:very parifh, who might, without being burden- 
Dine to the pariihioners, find a tolerable fupport. 

I have for fome years pad applied myfelf to fe- 
eral Lord-Mayors, and the late Archbifhpp of 
Dublin, for a remedy to this evil of foreign beg- 
;ars y and they all appeared ready to receive a 
vry plain propofal, I mean that of badging the 
original poor of every parifh, who begged in the 
Ireets ; that the faid beggars ftiould be confined 
their own pariflies 5 that they mould wear their 
udges well (own upon one of their moulders, al- 
ways vifible, on pain of being whipped and turn- 
id out of town ; or whatever legal punifhmene 
bay be thought proper and effectual. But, by 
the wrong way of thinking in fome clergymen, 
and the indifference of others, this method was 
perpetually defeated, to their own continual dif- 
quiet, which they do not ill deferve ; and if the 
grievance affe&ed only them, it would be of lefs 
confequcnce \ becaufe the remedy is in their own 
power : but, all ftreet- walkers and (hop- keepers 
bear an equal (hare in its hourly vexation* 

I never heard more than one objedion again ft 
this expedient of badging the poor, and confining 
their walks to their fipveral parifhes. The object 
lion was this ; What (ball we do with the foreign 
Gg3 beggars? 
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"beggars t mail they be left to flarve ? I anfirer- 
ed, No ; but they muft be driven or whipped out 
of town 5 and let the next country parHh do as they 
pleafe, or rather, after the pra£fcice in England, 
fend them from one parifh to another, until they 
reach their own homes. By the old Jaws of Eng* 
land ft ill in force, every parHh is bound to main- 
tain its own poor \ and the matter is of no fiicb 
confequence in this point as fome would make it, 
whether a country parifh be rich or poor. In the 
remoter and poorer parifhes of the kingdom, allne- 
eeflaries for life, proper for poor people, are com* 
.paratively cheaper ; I mean,butter-milk, oat-meal* 
potatoes, and other vegetables ; and every farmer 
or cottager, who is not hhnfelf a beggar, caft 
fometimcs fpare a fup or a morfel, not worth the 
fourth part of a farthing, to an indigent neigh- 
bour of his own parHh, who is difabied from 
work. A beggar native of the parifh is "known 
to the ^Squire, to the church minifter, to the po- 
pifh prieft, or the conventicle teaeher, as well a* 
to every farmer : he hath generally fome relations 
able to Hve, and contribute fomething to his 
maintenance : none of which advantages can be 
reasonably expe£ted on a removal to places where 
he is altogether unknown. If he be not quite 
maimed, he and his trull, and litter of brats (if 
he has any) may get half their fupport by doing 
fome kind of work in their power, and thereby 
be lefs burdenfome to the people. In fhort, all 
neceffmes of life grow in the country, and not in 
cities, and are cheaper wEcre they grow $ nor is 
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t equitable, that beggars fhould put us to the 
harge of giving them viftuals, and the carriage 
00. 

But, when the fpirit of wandering takes him, 
ttended by his females and their equipage of 
hildren, he becomes a nuifance to the whole 
trantry : he and his female are thieves, and teach 
lie trade of ftealing to their brood at four years 
►Id; and if his infirmities be counterfeit, it is 
langerous for a Angle perfoa unarmed to meet 
lim on the road* He wanders from one coun- 
ry to another, but ftill with a -view to this town* 
rhtther he arrives at laft, and enjoys all the pri- 
rileges of a Dublin beggar. 

I do not wonder, that the country Yquires 
thould be very willing to fend up their colonies * r 
kit why the city mould be content to receive 
them, is beyond my imagination. 

If the city were obliged by their charter to 
maintain a thoufand beggars, they could do it 
cheaper by eighty per cent* a hundred miles off* 
than in this town, or in any of its fuburbs. 

There is no village m Connaught, that in pro- 
portion (hares fo deeply in the daily mcreafing 
miferies of Ireland, as its capital city ; to which 
nriferies there hardly remained any addition, ex- 
cept the perpetual fwarms of foreign beggars, who 
might be banifhed in a month, without expence* 
and with very little trouble. 

As I am perfenally acquainted with a great 
number of ftreet-beggars, I find fome weak at- 
tempts have been made in one or two parHbes to 

promote 
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promote the wearing of badges ; and nv 
queftion to thofe who a(k an alms is, W 
jour badge f I have, in feveral years, met 
about a dozen who were ready to produce 
fome out of their pockets, others from 
their coat, and two or three on their (hoi 
only covered with a fort of capes, whicl 
could lift up, or let down upon occafion. 
are too Izpj to work ; they are not afraid t< 
nor afiiamed to beg, and yet are too proud 
feen with a badge, as many of them hav< 
feffed to me, and not a few in very inj 
terms, particularly the females. They al 
upon fuch an obligation as a high indignity 
to their office. I appeal to all indifferent p 
whether fuch wretches deferve to be relieved 
to myfelf, I muft confefs, this abfurd inf 
hath fo affefted me, that, for feveral years 
have not difpofed of one fingle farthing to a : 
beggar, nor intend to do fo until 1 fee a bet 
gulation j and I have endeavoured to perfu: 
my brother-walkers to follow my example, 
mod of them affure me they do. For, if Ix 
be not able to beat out pride, it cannot d 
charity. However, as to perfons in coach< 
.chairs, they bear but little of the perfecuti 
fuffer, and are willing to leave it entirely up 
To fay the truth, there is not a more und 
ing vicious race of human kind, than the b 
. thofe who are reduced to beggary, even i 
beggarly country. For, as a great part c 
public mifcrics is originally owing to oui 
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faults (but what thofe faults are, I am grown by 
experience too wary to mention) fo I am confi- 
dent, that among the meaner people, nineteen in 
twenty of tbofe who are reduced to a ftarving 
condition, did not become fo by what the law- 
yers call the work of God either upon their bo- 
dies or goods ; but merely from their own idle- 
nefs, attended with all manner of vices, particu- 
larly drunkennefs, thievery, and cheating. 

Whoever inquires, as I have frequently done, 
from thofe who have afked me an alms, what 
was their former courfe of life, will find them to 
have been fervants in good families, broken 
tradefmen, labourers, cottagers, and what they 
call decayed houfekeepers $ but (to ufe their own 
cant) reduced by tofies and crofles, by which no- 
thing can be underftood but idlenefs and vice. 

As this is the only chriftian country where 
people, contrary to the old maxim, are the po- 
verty, and not the riches of the nation $ fo the 
bleffing of incrtafe and multiply is by us converted 
into a curfe : and, as marriage hath been ever 
countenanced in all free countries, fo we fhould 
be lefs miferable, if it were difcouraged in ours, 
at far as can be confident with cbriftianity. It 
is feldom known in England, that the labourer* 
the lower mechanic, the fervant, or the cottager, 
thinks of marrying, until he hath faved up a (lock 
of money fufficient to carry on his bufinefs % nor 
takes a wife without a fuitable portion $ and as 
feldom fails of making a yearly addition to that 
flock, with a view of providing for bis children. 
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But in this kingdom, the cafe is dire&ly contr; 
ry, where many thoufand couples are yearly ma 
ried, whofe whole united fortunes, bating tl 
rags on their backs, would not be fufficient 
purchafe a pint of butter-milk for their weddin 
fuppcr, nor have any profpe& of fupporting th< 
honourable Jiate but by fcrvice, or labour, or thiei 
ry. Nay, their happinefs is often deferred un 
they find credit to borrow, or cunning to (leal 
{hilling to pay their popifh prieft, or in fame 
couple-beggar. Surely no miraculous portion 
wifdom would be required, to find fome kind 
remedy againft this deftru&ive evil, or at les 
not to draw ttye confequences of it upon our < 
caying city ; the greateft part whereof muft, 
courfe, in a few years, become defolate, or 
ruins. 

In all other nations, that are not' abfolut 
barbarous, parents think themfelves bound, 
the law of nature and reafon, to make fome pi 
vifion for their children ; but, the reafon offei 
by the inhabitants of Ireland for marrying, 
that they may have children to maintain th 
when they grow old, and unable to work. 

I am informed, that we have been, for fo 
time pad, extremely obliged to England for < 
very, beneficial branch of commerce ; for, 
feems they are grown fo gracious as to tranfi 
us continually colonies of beggars, in return 
a million of money they receive yearly fr 
hence. That I may give no offence, I profefj 
mean real Englifii beggars, in the literal mean; 
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Df the word, as it 19 ufually underftood by prote- 
Rants. It fcems the jufticcs of the peace, and 
parifh-officers in the weftern coafts of England, 
have a good while followed the trade of export- 
ing hither their fupernumerary beggars, in order 
advance the Englifh proteftant intereft among us j 
and thefe they are fo kind to fend over gratis* 
md duty-free. I have had the honour, more 
than once, to attend large cargoes of them from 
Ehefter to Dublin : and I was then fo ignorant 
is to give my opinion, that our city fhould re- 
ceive them into Bridewell; and, after a month's 
•cfidence, having been well whipt twice a-day, 
ied with bran and water, and put to hard labour, 
Aiey fhould be returned honeftly back, with 
:hanks, as cheap as they came : or, if that were 
lot approved of, I propofed, that whereas one 
Snglifhman is allowed to be of equal intrinfic va- 
ue with twelve born in Ireland, we fhould, in 
uftice, return them a dozen for one, to difpofe «f 
is they pleafed. 

As to the native poor of this city, there would 
ae little or no damage in confining them to their 
fcveral parifhes. For inftance ; a beggar of the 
parifh of St. Werburgh's, or any other parifh 
here, if he be an objecl: of compafSon, hath an 
equal chance to receive his proportion of alms 
from every charitable hand ; becaufe the inhabi- 
tants, one or other, walk through every ftreet in 
town, %nd give their alms, without confidering 
the place, wherever they think it may be well 
difpofed of; and thefe helps, added to what they 

get 
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get in eatables, by going from houfe to houfe a* 
raong the gentry and citizens, will, without be* 
ing very burthenfbme, be fufficient to keep them 
alive. 

It is true, the poor of the fuburb -pariflies will 
not have altogether the fame advantage, bccaufc 
they are not equally in the road of bufinefs and 
paftengers : but here it is to be confidered, that 
the beggars there, have not fo good a title to pu- 
blic charity, becaufe mod of them are ftrollers 
from the country, and compofe a principal part 
of that great nuifance which we ought to remove, 

I fliould be apt to think, that few things can 
be more irkfome to a city minifter, than a num- 
ber of beggars which do not belong to his diftrid, 
whom he hath no obligation to take care of, vrho 
are no part of his flock, and who take the bread 
out of the mouths of thofe to whom it properly 
belongs. When I mention this abufe to any mi* 
nifter of a city-pariih, he ufually lays the fault 
upon the beadles, who, he fays, are bribed by the 
foreign beggars ? and, as thofe beadles often keep 
ale-houfes, they find their account in fuchcu- 
ftomers. This evil might eafily be remedied, if 
the parities would make fome (mall addition to 
the falaries of a beadle, and be more careful in 
the choice of thofe officers. But, I conceive 
there is one effe&ual method, in the power of e- 
very minifter ta put in pra£Ucc ; I mean, by 
making it the intereft of all his own original poor 
to drive out intruders ; for, if the parifli beggar* 
were absolutely forbidden by the minifter and 



BADGES to BEGGARS. 361 



church officers to fuffer ftrollers to come into the 
parifh, upon pain of themfelves not being permit- 
ted to beg alms at the church-doors, or at the 
boufes and (hops of the inhabitants, they would 
prevent interlopers more effedlually than twenty- 
beadles. 

And here I cannot but take notice of the great 
indifcretion of our city (hop-keepers, who fufler 
their doors to be daily befieged by crowds of beg- 
gars, (as the gales of a lord are by duns) to the 
great difguft and vexation of many cuftomers, 
whom I have frequently obferved to go to other 
(hops, rather than fuficr fuch a perfecution - 9 which 
might eafily be avoided, if no foreign beggars 
were allowed to infeft them. 

Wherefore I do aflert, that the fliop-keepers, 
who are the greatcft complainers of this griev- 
ance, lamenting that for every cuftomer they are 
Worried by fifty beggars, do very well deferve 
what they fufFer, when a 'prentice with a borfe- 
whip is able to lafh every beggar from the fhop, 
Who is not of the parifh, and doth not wear the 
badge of that parifti on his fhoulder, well faften- 
ed, and fairly vifible 5 and if this pra&icc were 
univerfal in every houfe, to all the fturdy vagrants^ 
(hould, in a few weeks, clear the town cf all 
mendicants, except thofe who have a proper title 
to our charity : as for the aged and infirm, it 
wrould be fufficient to give them nothing, and 
then they muil ftarve, or follow their brethren. 

It vras the city that firft endowed this hofpital 5 
tad thofe who afterwards contributed, as they 

Vol. IV. H h wt 
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were fuch who generally inhabited here, fo tl 
intended what they gave to be for the ufe of 
city's poor. The revenues, which have been fi 
raifed by parliament, are wholly paid by the c 
without the leaft charge upon any other par 
the kingdom ; and therefore, nothing could m 
defeat the original defign, than to mifapply tr 
revenues on {trolling beggars or baftards from 
country, which bears no {hare in the charges 
are at. 

If fome of the out-parifhes be over-burde: 
■with poor, the reafon muft be, that the grea 
part of thofe poor are ftrollers from the coun 
who neftle themfelves where they can find 
cheapeft lodgings, and from thence infeft e\ 
part of the town, out of which they ought tc 
whipped, as a mod infufferablc nuifance, be 
nothing elfe but a profligate clan of thie 1 
drunkards, heathens, and whoremongers, fi 
to be rooted out of the face of the earth, tl 
fuffered to levy a vafl annual tax upon the c 
which {hares too deep in the public mife 
brought on us by the oppreflions we ly under fr 
our neighbours, our brethren, our countrym 
our fellow proteftants, and fellow fubje&s. 

Some time ago, I was appointed one of a cc 
mittce, to enquire into the ftate of the wc 
houfe ; where we found, that a charity was 
flowed by a great perfon for a certain time, whi 
in its confequences, operated very much to 
detriment of the houfe; for, when the timer 
clapfed, all thofe who were fupported by that cl 

ri 
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riry, continued on the fame foot with the reft on 
the foundation ; and, being generally a pack o£ 
profligate, vagabond wretches, from feveral parti 
of the kingdom, corrupted all the reft ; fo partial, 
or treacherous, or interefted, or ignorant, or mif- 
taken, are generally all recommenders, not only 
to employments, but even to charity itfelf. 

I -know it is complained, that the difficulty of 
driving foreign beggars out of the city, is charged 
upon the bellowers (as they are called) who find 
their accounts beft in fuffering thofe vagrants to 
follow their trade through every part of the town. 
But this abufe might eafily be remedied, and very 
much to the advantage of the whole city, if bet- 
ter falaries were given to thofe who execute that 
office in the feveral pariflies, and would make it 
their intereft to clear the town of thofe caterpil- 
lars, rather than hazard the lofs of an employ- 
ment that would give them an honed livelihood. 
But, if that.fhould fail, yet a general refolution 
of never giving charity to a ftreet beggar out of 
his own parifh, or without a vifible badge, would 
infallibly force all vagrants to depart. 

There is generally a vagabond fpirit in beggars, 
which ought to be difcouraged, and fevercly pu- 
nifhed. , It is owing to the fame caufes that drove 
them into poverty 5 I mean, idlcnefs, drunken- 
nefs, and rafti marriages, without the leaft pro- 
fpe£l of fupporting a family by honefl endeavours, 
which never came into their thoughts. It 'is ob- 
ferved, that hardly one beggar in twenty, looks 
upon himfelf to be relieved by receiving bread, 
I I h 2 or 
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or other food *, and they have in this town been 
frequently feen to pour out of their pitchers 
good broth, that hath been given them, into the 
kennel; neither do they much regard clothes, 
unlefs to fell them ; for their rags are part of their 
tools with which they work ; they want only ale, 
brandy, and other ftrong liquors, which cannot 
be had without money : and money, as they con- 
ceive, always abounds in the metropolis. 

I had fome other thoughts to offer upon this 
fubject. But as I am a defponder in my nature, 
and have tolerably well difcovered the difpofirion 
of our people, who never will move a ftep towards 
eafing themfelves from any one fingle grievance*, 
it will be thought, that I have already laid too 
much, and to little or no purpofe, which hath of- 
ten been the fate or fortune of the writer. 

April 22. 1737. 

J. Swift. 
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.DVICE to the Freemen of the City of 
Dublin, in the Choice of a Member to re- 
prefcnt them in Parliament. * 

rHOSE few writers, who, fince the death of 
alderman Burton, have employed their pens 

1 giving advice to our citizens, how they fliould • 
roceed in ele&ing a new reprefentative for the 
ext feflions, having laid afide their pens ; I have 
rafon to hope, that all true lovers of their coun- 

y in general, and particularly thofe who have 
ly regard for the privileges and liberties of this 
reat and ancient city, m ill think a fecond, and a 
lird time, before they come to a final determi- 
ation upon what perfon they refolve to fix their 
loice. 

I am told, there are only two perfons, who fet 
p for candidates; one is the prefent lord 
tayor f, and the other |, a gentleman of good 
leem, an alderman of the city, a merchant of 
putation, and pofiefTed of a confiderable office || 
ider the crown. The queftion is, which of 
lefe two perfons it will be mod for the advan- 
ge of the city to ele£l? I have but little ac- 
iiaintance with either, fo that my enquiries will 

2 very impartial, and drawn only from the ge- 
cral chara&er and fituation of both. 

H h 3 la 

• This piece was publiflied in the year 1 733; and as it may 

ufeful upon a like occafion, we have here given it a place* 

f Humphrey French, 

\ John Macarell. 

I Regifler to the barracks* 
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In order to this, I mufl ofTer my countrymen 
and fellow citizens fome reafons, why I think 
they ought to be more than ordinarily careful at 
this juncture, upon whom they befiow their votes* 

To perform this with more clearnefs^ it may 
be proper to give you a fhort ftate of our unfor- 
tunate country. 

We confift of two parties, I do not mean po- 
pifh and protcftant, hi^h and low church, epifco- 
pal and feclarians, whig and tory ; but of thofe 
of Englilh who happen to be born in this king- 
dom, (whofe anceftors reduced the whole nation 
under the obedience of the Englifh crown) and 
the gentlemen fent from t'other fide to poffefs 
mod of the chief employments here : this latter 
party is very much enlarged and ftrengthened by 
the whole power in the church, the law, the ar- 
my, the revenue, and the civil adminiftration de- 
pofited in their hands : although, for political 
ends, and to fave appearances, fome employments 
are (till depofited (yet gradually in a fmaller num- 
ber) to perfons born here : this proceeding, for- 
tified with good words and many promifes, is fuf- 
ficicnt to flatter and feed the hopes of hundreds, 
who will never be one farthing the better, as they 
might eafily be convinced, if they were qualified 
to think at all. 

. Civil employments" of all kinds have been for 
feveral years paft with great prudence made pre- 
carious, and during pleafurc ; by which means 
the poflefibrs are, and muft inevitably be, for e- 
rcr dependent : yet thofe very few of any confe- 
rence. 
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quence, which being dealt with fo fparing a hand 
to perfons born among us, are enough to keep 
hope alive in great numbers, who defire to mend 
their condition by the favour of thofe in power. 

Now, my dear fellow citizens, how is it poffi- 
Die you can conceive, that any perfon, who holds 
in office of fome hundred pounds a year, which 
nay be taken from him whenever power fhal! 
think fit, will, if he mould be chofen a member 
For any city, do the lead thing when he fits in the 
tioufe, that he knows or fears may be difpleafing 
to thofe who gave him, or continue him in that 
office ? Believe me, thefe are no times to expect 
fuch an exalted degree of virtue from mortal men* 
BlaxingJIars are much more frequently feen than 
fuch heroicai worthies. And I could fooner hope 
to find ten thoufand pounds by digging in my 
garden, than fuch a phoenix by fearchihg among 
the prefent race of mankind. 

I cannot forbear thinking it a very erroneous, 
as well as modern maxim of politics in the Eng- 
lifh nation, to take every opportunity of depref- 
fing Ireland, whereof an hundred in (lances may 
be produced in points of the higheft importance, 
had within the memory of every middle-aged 
man : although many of the greateft perfons, a- 
mong that party which now prevails, have former- 
ly, upon that article, much differed in their opi- 
nion from their prefent fuccefibrs. 

But fo the facT: (lands at prefent. It is plain, 
that the court and country party here (I mean in 
the houfe of commons) very feldom agree in any 

thing 
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thing but their loyalty to his prefent majeftr,. 
their refolutions to make him and his viceroy eafy 
in the government, to the utmoft of their power, 
under the prefent condition of the kingdom. 
But the perfbns fent from England, who (to a 
trifle) are poflefled of the fole executive power in 
all its branches, with their few adherents in pof- 
feflion who were born here, and hundreds of ex- 
pectants, hopersand promiflees, put on quitecon- 
trary notions with regard to Ireland. They courrt 
upon an univerfal fubmiflion to whatever fliall be 
demanded ; wherein they aft fafely, becaufe none 
of themfelves, except the candidates, feel the 
lead of our preffures. 

I remember aperfon of diftin&ion fome days 
ago affirmed in a good deal of mixed company, 
and of both parties, that the gentry from Eng- 
land, who now enjoy our higheft employments of 
all kinds, can never be poffcbty lofers of one far- 
thing by the greateft calamities that can befal this 
kingdom, except a plague that would fweep away 
a million of our hewers of wood, and drawers of 
water : or an invafion that would fright our 
grandees out of the kingdom. For this perfon 
argued, that while there was a penny left in the 
treafury, the civil and military lift muft be paid; 
and that the epifcopal revenues, which are ufual- 
ly farmed out at fix times below the real value, 
could hardly fail. He infilled farther, that, as 
money diminifhed, the price of all necefiaries for 
life muft of confequence do fo too, which would 
be for the advantage of all peifons in employ- 
men t,, 
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mcnty as well as of my lord* the bifiiops, and to 
the rum of every body elfe. Among the compa- 
ny there wanted not men in office, befides one 
or two expectants : yet I did not obferve any of 
them difpofed to return an anfwer : but the con- 
fequences drawn were thefe: That the great 
men in power fent hither from the other fide, 
were by no means upon the fame foot with his 
majefty's other fubje&s of Ireland v they had 
no common ligament to bind them with us ; they 
fuffered not with our fufFerings ; and, . if it were 
poflible for us to have any caufe of rejoicing, 
they could not rejoice with us. 

Suppofe a perfon, born in this kingdom, (hall 
happen, by bis fervices for the EngHfli intereft, to 
have an employment conferred on him worth four 
hundred pounds a year $ and that he hath like- 
wife an eftate in land worth four hundred pounds 
a year more : fuppofe him to (it in parliament : 
then, fuppofe a land tax to be brought in, of five 
{hillings a pound for ten years ; I tell you how 
this gentleman will compute. He hath four 
hundred pounds a year rn land : the tax he mud 
pay yearly is one hundred pounds ; by which, in 
ten years, he will pay only a thou (and pounds. 
But if he gives his vote again ft this tax* he will 
lofe four thoufand pounds by being turned out of 
his employment, together with the power and in>- 
flue nee he hath, by virtue or colour of his em- 
ployment; and thus the balance will be againft 
bim three thoufand pounds* 

I defire, 
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I dcfirc, my fellow-citizens, you will pleafeto 
call to mind how many perfons you can vouch 
for among your acquaintance, who have fo much 
virtue and felf-denial, as to lofe four hundred 
pounds a year for life, together t with the fmiles 
and favour of power, and the hopes of higher 
advancement, merely out of a generous love of 
his country. 

The contentions of parties in England are 
very different from thofe among us. The battle 
there, is fought for power and riches : and fo it is 
indeed among us : but, whether a great employ- 
ment be given to Tom or to Peter, they were 
both born in England, the profits are to be fpent 
there. All employments (except a very few) are 
beftowed on the natives ; they do not fend to 
Germany, Holland, Sweden, or Denmark, much 
lefs to Ireland, for chancellors, bifhops, judges, 
or other officers. Their falaries, whether well or 
ill got, are employed at home: and whatever 
their morals or politics be, the nation is not the 
poorer. 

The houfe of commons in England have fre- 
quently endeavoured to limit the number of 
members, who fhould be allowed to have employ- 
ments under the crown. Several a&s have been 
made to that purpofe, which many wife men 
think are not yet effectual enough, and many of 
them are rendered ineffe&ual, hy leaving the 
power of re-ele£Hon. Our houfe of commons 
confifts, I think, of about three hundred mem- 
bers i 
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5 ; if one hundred of thcfe fhould happen to 
nade up of perfons already provided for, join- 
with expe&ers, compilers, eafy to be perfuad- 
fuch as will give a vote for a friend who is in 
es to get fomething ; if they be merry compa- 
ns, without fufpicion, of a natural baftiful- 
5, not apt or able to look forwards ; if good 
-ds, fmiles, and carefles, have any power over 
m, the larger part of a fecond hundred may be 
y eafily brought in, at a molt reafonable rate. 
There is an Englifhman * of no long (landing 
Dng us, but in an employment of |reat truft, 
/er, and profit. This excellent perfon dip! 
ly publifh, at his own expence, a pamphlet, 
ited in England by authority, to juftify the 
for a general excife, or inland duty, in order 
ntroduce that blefled fcheme among us. What 
ender care muft fuch an Englifh patriot for 
and have of our intereft, if he mould conde- 
ld to fit in our parliament ? I will bridle my 
ignation. However, methinks I long to fee 
t mortal, who would with pleafure blow us up 
at a blaft : but, he duly receives his thoufand 
mds a year ; makes his progrefs like a king ; 
eceived in pomp in every town f and village 
sre he travels, and ilunes in the Englifh news- 
ers. 

will now apply what I have faid to you, my 

brethren, 

Edward Thompfon, Efq; member of parliament for York, . 
a Commiflioncr of the Revenue of Ireland. 

Mr. Thompfon was prcfented with his freedom of fcveral 
orations in Ireland* 
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brethren 9 and fellow- citizens. Count upon it, 
as a truth next to your creed, that no one perfon 
in office, of which he is not m after for life, whe- 
ther born here or in England, will ever hazard 
that office for the good of his country. One of 
your candidates is of this kind, and I believe him 
to be an honeft gentleman, as the word honeft is 
generally underftood. But, he loves his employ- 
ment better than he doth you, or his country, or 
all the countries upon earth. Will you contri- 
bute to give him city fecurity to pay him the va- 
lue of his employment, if it fhould be taken from 
him, during his life, for voting on all occafion« 
with the honeft country party in the houfe ? al- 
though I much queftion, whether he would do it, 
even upon that condition. 

Wherefore, fince *here are but two candidates, 
I entreat you will fix on the prefent lord mayor. 
He hath fliewn more virtue, more activity, more 
fkill,. in one year's government of the city, than 
an hundred years can equal. He Jiath endea- 
voured, with great fuccefs, to banifti frauds, cor-* 
rupfions, and all other abufes, from amongft you. 

A dozen fuch men in power would be able to 
reform a kingdom. He hath no employment 
under the crown ; nor is likely to get or folicit 
for any ; his education having not turned him 1 
that way. I will aflure for no man's future con- 
du£t ; but he who hath hitherto pra&ifed the 
rules of virtue with fo much difficulty, info great 
and bufy a ftation, deferves your thanks, and the 
feeft return you can make him ; and you, my bre- 
thren, 
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1, have no other to give him, than that of 
ifenting you in parliament. Tell me not o£ 
engagements and promifes to another. Your 
lifes were fins of inconfideration, at beft; 
you are bound to repent and annul them. 
: gentleman, although with good reputation, 
ready engaged on the other fide. He hath 
hundred pounds a year under the crown, 
h he is too wife to part with, by facrificing- 
►od an eftablifliment to the empty names of 
e, and love of his country. I can affure 
the Drapier is in the interefts of the pre- 
lord mayor, whatever you may be told to the 
rary. I have lately heard him declare fo in 
ic company, and offer fome of thefe very rea* 
in defence of his opinion ; although he hath 
jard and efteem for the other gentleman, but 
Id not anfwer the good of the city and the 
dom for a compliment, 
he lord mayor's feverity to fome unfair deal- 
mould not turn the honeft men among them 
ift him. Whatever he did, was for the ad- 
age of thofe very traders whofe diflioneft 
ibers he puniflied. He hath hitherto been 
e temptation to aft wrong ; and therefore, as 
kind goes, he is the mod likely to a& right 
reprefentative of your city, as he conftantly 
n the government of it. 
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Some CONSIDERATIONS humbly offered 
to the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, 
the Court of Aldermen and Common Council 
of the Hon. City of Dublin, in the choice of 
a Recorder # . 



THE office of recorder to this city being 
vacant by the death of a very worthy gen- 
tleman ; it is faid, that five or fix perfons are fo- 
liating to fucceed him in the employment. I 
am a ftranger to all their perfons, and to moil of 
their characters ; which latter, I hope, will at this 
time be canvafled with more decency, than it 
fometimes happeneth upon the like occafions. 
Therefore, as I am wholly impartial, I can with 
more freedom deliver my thoughts, how the fe- 
veral perfons and parties concerned ought to pro- 
ceed, in electing a recorder for this great and an- 
cient city. 

And, firft, As it is a very natural, fo I can by no 
means think it an unreafonable opinion, that the 
fons or near relations of aldermen, and other de- 
fending citizens, mould be duly regarded, as pro- 
per competitors for an employment in the city's 
difpofal : provided they be equally qualified with 

other 

* Upon the death of Mr. Stoyte, recorder of the city of 
Dublin, in the year 1733, Several gentlemen declared themfdves 
candidates to fucceed hi/n : upon which the Dean wrote this 
paper; and Eaton Stannard, Efq; (a gentleman of great worth 
and honour, and Yery knowing in his profeflion,) was elected. 
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ither candidates ; and, provided that fuch em- 
iloyments require ho more than common abili- 
ies, and common honefty. But, in the choice 
»f a recorder, the cafe is intirely different. He 
rught to be a perfon of good abilities in his call- 
ng ; of an unfpotted character ; an able prac- 
itioner; one who hath occafionally merited of 
his city before : he ought to be of fome maturity 
n years ; a member of parliament, and likely to 
ontinue fo; regular in his life; firm in his 
3yalty to the Hanover fucceflion ; indulgent to 
ender confciences ; but, at the fame time, a firm 
.dherer to the eftabliflied church. If he be fuch 
, one, who hath already fat in parliament, it 
night to be enquired of what weight he v/as there ; 
vhether he voted on all occafions for the good of 
lis country, and particularly for advancing the 
rade and freedom of this city; whether he be en- 
gaged in any faction, either national or religious: 
tnd, laftly, whether he be a man of courage ; not 
be drawn from his duty by the frowns or me- 
laces of power, nor capable to be corrupted by 
tllurements or bribes. — Thefe, and many other 
)articulars, are of infinitely more confequence 
:han that fingle circumftance of being defcended, 
>y a direct or collateral line, from any alderman, 
jr diftinguifhed citizen, dead or alive. 

There is not a dealer or (hop-keeper in thi* 
:ity, of any fubftance, whbfe thriving, lefs or 
more, may not depend upon the good or ill con- 
luc} of a recorder. He is to watch every motion 
I i 2 in 
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in parliament, that may the leaft affeft the free- 
dom, trade, or welfare of it. 

In this approaching election, the commons, as 
they are a numerous body, fo they feem to be 
moft concerned in point of intereft i and their 
intereft ought to be moft regarded, becaufe it al- 
together dependeth upon the true intereft of the 
city. They have no private views ; and giving 
their votes, as I am informed, by balloting, they 
lie under no awe, or fear of difobliging competi- 
tors. It is therefore hoped, that they will duly 
confider, which of the candidates is moft likely 
to advance the trade of themfelves and their bro- 
ther citizens \ to defend their liberties, both in 
and out of parliament, againft all attempts of 
encroachments or opprefGon. And fo God di- 
rect: them in the choice of a recorder, who may, 
for many years, fupply that important office with 
fkill, diligence, courage, and fidelity. And let 
all the people fay, Amen. 
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The Last Speech and Dying Words of 
Ebenezer Elliston, who was executed the 
ad-day of May 1722*. 

Pubtilhed at his defire, for the common good. 



[About the time that the following fpeech was written, the 
town was much peftcred with ftreet-robbers ; who, in a bar- 
barous manner, would faze qo gentlemen, and take them in- 
to remote corners, and, after they had robbed them, would 
leave them bound and gagged. It is remarkable, that this 
ipeech had fo good an- efFeft, that there have been very few 
robberies of that kind committed fince.]. 

I Am now going to fuffer the juft punifhment 
for my crimes, prefcribed by the lav of God 
and my country. I know it is the conftant cu- 
fiom, that thofe who come to this place mould 
have fpceches made for them, and cried about in 
their own hearing, as they are carried to execu- 
tion i and truly they are fuch fpeeches, that al- 
though our fraternity be an ignorant illiterate 
people, they would make a man afhamed to have 
fuch nonfenfe and falfe Englifii charged upon 
I i . 3 him, 

• This piece had a mod excellent effect. The thieve?, vaga- 
tonds, and all the lower clafs of people, thought it the real work 
•f Ebenezer Ellifton, who had received the grounds of a good 
education ; and the ftyle of this paper is fo natuial for a perfbn: 
in fuch circum (lances, that it would almoft deceive the niedfli 
Judgment* Orrerj. 
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him, even when he is going to the gallows 
They contain a pretended account of our birth 
and family, of the fa£t for which we are to die, 
of our fincere repentance, and a declaration of 
our religion. I cannot expeft to avoid the feme 
treatment with my predeceflbrs. However, hav- 
ing had an education one or two degrees better 
than thofe of my rank and profeffion ; I have 
been confidering, ever fnice my commitment, 
what it might be proper for me to deliver upon 
this occafion. 

And firft, I cannot fay, from the bottom of my 
heart, that I am truly forry for the offence 1 nave 
given to God and the world; but I am very 
much fo, for the bad fuccefs of my villanies*. in 
bringing me to this untimely end. For, it is. 
plainly evident, that, after having, fometime agp, 
obtained a pardon from the crown, I again took 
tip my old trade ; my evil habits were- fo rooted 
in me, and I was grown lb unfit for any other 
Irind of employment. And therefore, although, 
5n compliance with my friends* I refolve to go to 
the gallows after the ufual manner, kneeling, 
with a book in my hand, and my eyes lift up; 
yet I (hall feel no more devotion in my heart than 
I have obferved in my comrades, who have been j 
drunk among common whores the very night be- 
fore their execution. I can fay farther, from my 
own knowledge, that two of my fraternity, after 
they had been hanged, and wonderfully came to 
life, and made their efcapes, as it fometimes hap- 
pens, proved afterwards the wickedeft rogues I e- 
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yrer knew,, and fo continued, until they were 
langed again for good and all j and yet they had 
the impudence, at both times they went to the 
gallows,, to finite their breads, and lift up their 
eyes to heaven all the way. 

Secondly, From the knowledge I have of my 
own wicked difpofitions, and that of my com- 
rades, I give it as my opinion, that nothing can 
be more unfortunate to the public, than the mei> 
cy of the government, in ever pardoning or tranf- 
porting us ; unlefs when we betray one another, 
as we never fail to do, if we are fure to be well 
paid, and then a pardon may do good ; by the 
fame rule, That it is better to have one fox in a 
farm, than three or four. But we generally make 
a fhift to return after being tranfported, and are 
ten times greater rogues than before,, and much 
more cunning. Be fides, I know it by experience, 
that fome hope we have of finding mercy when 
we are tried, or after we are condemned, is al- 
ways a great encouragement to us. 

Thirdly, Nothing is more dangerous to idle 
young fellows than the company of thofe odious 
cpmmon whores we frequent, and of which this 
town is full : thefe wretches put us upon all mif- 
chief, to feed their lulls and extravagancies: 
they arc ten times more bloody and cruel than 
men j. their advice is always not to fpareV if we 
are purfued ; they get drunk with us, and are 
common to us all ; and yet, if they can get aay 
thing by it, are fure to be our betrayers. 

Now* 



•which, I have been their accomplice 
the reft from their own mouths ; I 
fet down the names of thofe we ca 
of the wicked houfes we frequent, ; 
who receive and bay our ftolen go 
folemnly charged this hrineft man, ; 
ceived his promife, upon oath, that 
hears of any rogue to be tried for 
houfe-breaking, he will look into hij 
he finds the name there of the thie 
to fend the whole paper to the govc 
this. I here give my companions far 
warning, and hope they will take it. 

In the paper above mentioned, 
with my friend, I have alfo fet dov 
of feveral gentlemen who have be* 
Dublin ftrects for three years pad : 
the circumftanccs of thofe robberies 
plainly, that nothing but the want 
courage was the caufe of their m 
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likely to be the caufe of all the mifchief of that 
kind which may happen for the future. 

I cannot leave the world, without a fhort 
defcripticti of that kind of life which I have 
led for fome years paft ; and is exa&ly the fame 
with the reft of our wicked brethren. 

Although we are generally fo corrupted, from 
our childhood, as to have no fenfe of goodnefs ; 
yet fomething heavy always hangs about us. I 
know not what it is, that we are never eafy till 
we are half drunk among our whores and com- 
panions ; nor fleep found, unlefs we drink longer 
than we can ft and. If we go abroad in the day, 
a wife man would eafily find -us to be rogues by 
our faces, we have fuch a fufpicious, fearful, and 
con drained countenance ; often turning back, 
and (linking through narrow lanes and alleys. I 
have never failed of knowing a brother thief by 
his looks, though I never faw him before. Every 
man among us keeps his particular whore, who 
is, however, common to us all, when we have a 
mind to change. When we have got a booty, if 
it be in money, we divide it equally among our 
companions, and foon fquander it away on our 
vices in thofe houfes that receive us ; for the ma- 
iler and miftrefs, and the very tapfter, go macks ; 
and befides, make us pay triple reckonings. If 
our plunder be plate, watches, rings, fnuff-boxes, 
and the like ; we have cuftomers in all quarters 
of the town to take them off. I have feen a 
tankard worth fifteen pounds fold to a fellow in 
*~-* - ~> ftreet for twenty '{hillings j and- a gold 

watch 
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watch for thirty. I have fct down his name, and 
that of fevrral others, in the paper already men- 
tioned. We have fetters watching in corners, 
and by dead wafts, to give us notice when a gen- 
tleman goes by ; efpecially if he be any thing in 
drink. I believe in my confluence, that if an ac- 
count were made of a thoufand pounds in ftolen 
goods ; confidering the low rates we fell them at, 
the bribes we muft give for concealment, the ex- 
tortions of ale-houfe reckonings, and other ne- 
ceffary charges, there would not remain fifty 
pounds clear to be divided among the robbers. 
And out of this, we muft find cloaths for our 
whores, be fides treating them from morning to 
night ; who, in requital, reward us with nothing 
but treachery and the pox. Tor, when our mo- 
ney is gone, they are every moment threatening 
to inform againft us, if we will not go out and 
look for more. If any thing in this worfd be like 
hell, as I have heard it defcribed by out clergy, 
the trueft pi£hrf e of it muft be in tbe back-room 
of one of our ale-houfes at. midnight, where a 
crew of robbers and their whores are met toge- 
ther after a booty, -and ate beginning to grow 
drunk ; from which time, until they are pad 
% their fenfes, is fucli a continued horrible Ttoife of 
curfrng, blafpherrry, lewdnefs, fcurrHity-, and bra* 
ti(h behaviour, fuch roaring and confufion, fuch a 
clutter of mugs and pots at each others heads; 
that Bedlam, in comparifon, is a fober and order- 
ly place. At laft they all tumble from their 
ftools and benches, and fleep away the reft of the 

night i 
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night 5 and, generally, the landlord, or his wife, 
or fome other whore who has a ftrongcr head 
than the reft, picks their pockets, before they 
wake. The misfortune is, that we can never be 
eafy till we are drunk ; and our drunkennefs con- 
ftantly expofes us to be more eafily betrayed and 
taken. 

This is a fhort pi&ure of the life I have led ; 
which is more miferable than that of the pooreft 
labourer who works for four pence a day 5 and 
yet, cuftom is fo ftrong, that, I am confident, if 
I could make my efcape at the foot of the gallows, 
I mould be following the fame courfe this very 
evening. So that, upon the whole, we ought to 
be looked upon as the common enemies of man- 
kind 5 whofe intereft it is to root us out, like 
wolves, and other mifchievous - vermin, againft 
which no fair play is required. 

If I have done fervice to men, in what I have 
faid, I fliall hope I have done fervice to God ; 
and that will be better than a filly fpeech made 
for me, full of whining and canting, ..which I ut- 
terly defpife, and have never been ufed to ; yet 
fuch a one I expect to have my ears tormented 
with, as I am parting along the ftreets. 

Good people, fare ye well ; bad as I am, I leave 
many worfe behind me. I hope you (hall fee me, 
die like a man the death of a dog. 



THE 
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THE INTELLIGENCER.* 
Number I. 

IT may be faid, without offence to other cities 
of much greater confequence to the world) 
that our town of Dublin doth not want its due 
proportion of folly and vice both native and im- 
ported ; and as to thofe imported, we have the 

advantage 

• The IntelRgencer was a weekly paper; undertaken by the 
Dean and Dr. Sheridan in 1728, of which no more than twenty 
numbers were ever publiflied. The ift, 3d, 5th, 7th, 9th, feme 
verfes in the 8th, and at the end of the loth, the 15th, and 
the 19th, were written by the Dean. The 5th and 7th, are 
put together, and printed as they were publifhed by Mr. Pope in 
the 4th volume of their mifcellanies, under the title of An Efay 
on the Fates of Clergymen, vol. ioth. The poetry in the 8th, is 
the dialogue between Mad Mculynox and Timothy, which is print- 
ed, as it was alfo clafled by Mr. Pope, in vol. 8th. The 
9th he intitled An Effay on Modern Education, and by that name 
it will be found in vol. I oth ; the verfes at the end of the loth, 
called Tim and the Fables, are printed in vol. 9th. The ijth is 
a pamphlet which Dr. Sheridan, having written a Ihort introduc- 
tion, took into the Intelligencer, merely to fave the labour of 
writing a paper. It is printed in volume 4th", and intitled, A Jbort 
View of the State of Ireland. No. 19th, is alfo a tract which has 
been before publiflied by itfelf, and was taken into the Intelli- 
gencer for the fame reafon as the former. The Dean and the 
Doctor foon became weary of a periodical work, in which they 
were difappointed of atfiftance : the price was but one half- 
penny ; and fo few were fold, that the printer could not afford 
to engage a young man of proper qualifications to work up fuch 
hints as mould be fent him ; of which there were enow, and 
which the undertakers hoped thus to communicate with lefi la- 
bour to the public. The Intelligencers were collected into a ro- 
lume, and reprinted in England in 1730. 
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advantage to receive them laft, and confequently, 
after our happy manner, to improve and refine 
upon them. 

But, becaufe there are many effects of folly and 
vice among us, whereof fome are general, otherg 
confined to frhaller numbers, and others again 
perhaps to a few individuals ; there is a fociety 
lately eftabliftied, who, at great expence, have e- 
re&ed an office of intelligence, from which they are 
to receive weekly information of all important e- 
vents and ftngularities , which this famous metro* 
polis can furnifh. Strict injunctions are given to 
have the trueft information \ in order to which, 
certain qualified perfons are employed to attend 
upon duty in their feveral ports ; fome at the 
play-houfe, others in churches, fome at balls^ affcm- 
blies, coffee- hou/es, and meetings for quadrille ; fome 
arthe feveral courts of jujlice, both fpiritual and 
temporal ; fome at the college, fome upon my lord- 
mayor and aldermen in their public affairs ; laftly, 
fome to converfe with favourite chamber-maids, 
and to frequent thofe ale-houfes and %randy-fhops 
where the footmen of great families meet in a 
morning ; only the * Barracks and parliament- 
houfe are excepted : becaufe we have yet found no 
•j- enfans perdus bold enough to venture their per- 
fons at either. Out of thefe, and fome other 
ftore-houfes, we hope to gather materfals eno\ir 
to inform, or divert, or corretl, or vex the town. 

Vol. IV. Kk But 

* Barracks, Buildings for the lodgement of foldiers. 
f Enfans perdus, Forlorn hope. Sec preface to the Bifliop of 
Saturn's introduction, vol. 
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But as fuels, pafages, and adventures of all 
kinds are like to have the greateft (hare in our paper % 
whereof we cannot always anfwer for the truth 5 
due care ihall be taken to have them applied to 
feigned names, whereby all juft offence will be 
removed; for, if none be guilty, none will have 
caufe to blufli or be angry 5 if otherwise, then the ] 
guilty perfon is fafe for the future upon his pre* 
fent amendment, and fafe for the prefent from all 
but his own confeience* 

There is another refolution taken among us, 
which I fear will give a greater and more general 
difcontent, and is of fo lingular a nature, that \ 
have hardly confidence enough to mention it,, 
although it be abfolutely neceffary by way of a« 
pology for fo bold and unpopular an attempt. But 
fo it is, that we have taken a defperate counfel to 
produce into the world every diftingui£hed a&ion* 
either of juftice, prudence, gentwfity, charity, friend- 
JhipyQi public fpirit, which comes well attefted t(^ 
us. And although we ihall neither here be fo 
daring as tcraflign names, yet we fhalJ hardly for- 
bear to give fome hints, that, perhaps, to the 
great difpleafure of fuch defer virig perfone, may 
endanger a difcovery. For we think thai;, even 
virtue itfelf mould fubmit to fuch a mortification ± 
as by its vtfibility and example will render it 
more ufeful tq the world. But however* the 
readers o£ thefe papers need-.not be in pain of be-, 
ing overcharged with fo, dull and ungrateful a 
fubjeft. And yet, who knows but fuch an occa- 
fion may be offered to us once, in a year or two, 

after 
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after we have fettled a correfpondence round the 
kingdom ? 

But after all our boafts of materials fent us by 
our feveral emiffaries, we may probably foon fall 
fhort, if the town will not be pleafed to lend us 
further afliftance towards entertaining itfelf. The 
•world beft knows its own faults and virtues , and 
whatever is fent {ball be faithfully returned back* 
only a little embelliibed according to the cuftom 
of authors. We<do thttetoxt'demand and ex- 
feSi contimaal advertifements" in great numbers to- 
be fent to the printer of this who hath 
employed a judicfons ficrttary to collect fudi as 
may toe itioft ufeful for the puBlic. 

And akhaugfe we do not intend to expofe our 
own perfoms by mentioning names, yet we arc fo 
far from requiring the fame caution in our cor- 
wfponience, that, on the contrary, we exprefljr 
tchafge and command them, in all rive facts they 
lead us, to fet down the names, titles, and places 
of abode, at length j together with a very particu* 
lar defcription of the perfins, dreffes, difpofitions of 
the feveral lords, ladies, '/quires, madams, lawyers* 
gamejlers, toupees, fits, wits, rakes, and infdrmers^ 
whom they {hall have occafion to mention ; o- 
therwife it will not be pollible for us to adjuft our 
ftyle to the different qualities and capacities of 
the perfons concerned, and treat them with the 
refpeft or familiarity, that may be due to their 
Jlations and charaBer*, which we are determined 
to obferve with the utmoft ftri&nefs, that none 
may have caufe to complain. 

Kk.i NUMBER 
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HE players having now almoft done with 



«*- the comedy called the Beggar's Opera for 
the feafon, it may be no unpleafant fpeculation, 
to reflect a little upon this dramatic piece, fo An- 
gular in the fubjeft and manner, fo much an ori- 
ginal, and which hath frequently given fo very 
agreeable an entertainment. 

Although an evil tafte be very apt to prevails 
both here and in London ; yet there is a point, 
•which, whoever can rightly touch, will never fail 
of pleafing a Yery great majority ; fo great, that 
jthe diflikers out of dulnefs or affectation, will be 
iilent, and forced to fajl in with the herd : the 
point I mean, is what we call humour ; which, in 
its perfection, is allowed to be much preferable 
to wit ; if it be not rather the mod ufeful and 
agreeable fpecies of it. 

I agree with Sir William Temple, that the 
word is peculiar to our Englifh tongue ; but I dif- 
fer from him in the opinion, that the thing itfelf 
is peculiar to the Englifh nation, becaufe the con- 
trary may be found in many Spanifti, Italian, and 
French productions: and particularly, whoever 
hath a tafte for true humour will find an hundred 
inftances of it in thofe volumes printed in France 
under the name of Le Theatre Italien ; to fay 
nothing of Rabelais, Cervantes, and many others. 



Ipfe per omnes 
Bit perfonas, et turbam reddei in unam* 




Nqw 
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Now I take the comedy, or farce, (or whatever 
name the critics will allow it) called the Beggar's 
Opera, to excel in this article of humour; and upon 
that merit, to have met with fuch pfpdigious ftffc- 
cefs, both here and in England. 

As to poetry, eloquence, and muftc, which arc 
faid to have moft power over the minds of men , 
it is certain that very few have a tafte or judgement 
of the excellencies of the two former : and if a 
man fucceed in either, it is upon the authority of 
thofe few judges, that lend their tafte to the bulk 
of readers, who have none of their own. I am 
told there are as few good judges in muftc \ and 
that among thofe who crowd the operas, nine in 
ten go thither merely out of curioftty, fafhion, or 
affeclation. 

But a tafte for humour is in fome manner fixed 
to tljevery nature of man, and generally obvious 
to the vulgar, except upon fubje&s too refined* 
and fuperior to their underftanding. 

And, as this tafte of humour is purely natural, 
fo is humour itfelf ; neither is it a talent confined 
to men of wit or learning : for we obferve it fome* 
times among common fervants, and the meaneft 
of the people, while the very owners are often 
ignorant of the gift they poflefs. 

I know very well, that this happy talent is con- 
temptibly treated by critics under the name of low 
humour, or low comedy \ but I know likewjfe that 
the Spaniards and Italians, who are allowed to 
have the moft wit of any nations in Europe, do 
moft excel in it, and do moft eftcem it. 

Kk 3 By 
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By what difpoiition of the mind, what influence 
of the liars, or what fituation of the climate, this 
endowment is beftowed upon mankind, may be 
a queftion fit for philofophers to difcufs. It is cer- 
tainly the beft ingredient towards that kind of fa- 
tire, which is moft ufeful and gives the leaft of- 
fence; which, inftead of lafhing, laughs men out 
of their follies and vices \ and is the character,, 
that gives Horace the preference to Juvenal. 

And, although fome things are too ferious, 
folcmn, or facred to be turned into ridicule, yet 
the abufes of them are certainly not ; (ince it is 
allowed that corruptions in religion, politics, and; 
law, may be proper topics for this kind of fatire. 

There are two ends, that men propofe in writ- 
ing fatire : one of them lefs noble than the other, 
as regarding nothing further than the private fa- 
tisfaclion and pleafure of the writer j but without 
*ny view towards perfonal malice : the other is a 
public fpirit, prompting men of genius and virtue 
to mend the world as far as they are able. And 
as both thefe ends are innocent, fo the latter is 
highly commendable. With regard to the former, 
I demand, whether I have not as good a title to 
laugh as men have to be ridiculous ; and to,expofe 
vice, as another hath to be vicious. If I ridicule 
the follies and corruptions of a court, a minifirj^ 
or a fenate, are they not amply paid by penfionf 9 
titles, and power, while I expecl and defire no 
other reward, than that of laughing with a few 
friends in a corner ? Yet if thofe, who take of- 
fence, 
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fence, think me in the wrong, I am ready toi 
change the fcene with them whenever they pieafe. 

But, if my defign be to make mankind better, 
then I chink it is my duty ; at Ieaft,>I am fure it 
is the intereft of thofe very courts and minifters,. 
whofe follies or vices I ridicule, to reward me 
for my good intentions : for if it be reckoned a 
high point of wifdom to get the laughers on our 
fide 5 it is much more eafy, as well as wife, to 
get thofe on our fide, who can make millions 
hugh when they pleafe. 

My reafon for mentioning courts and mtnifters>, 
(whom I never think on but with the mojt profound 
veneration) is, becaufe an opinion obtains, that in 
the Beggar's Opera there appears to be fome re- 
flection upon courtiers and fan/men, whereof I. 
am by no means a judge. 

It is true indeed, that Mr. Gay, the author of 
this piece, hath been fomcwhat lingular in the • 
courfe of his fortunes j for it hath happened,, that 
after fourteen years attending the court, with a 
large flock of real merit, a modeft and agreeable 
converfation, a hundred promifes, and five hundred 
friends, he hath failed of preferment ; and upon 
a very weighty reafon ; he lay under the fufpicion 
of having written a libel, or lampoon againft a 
great * minifter. It is true, that great minifter 
was demonftratively convinced^ and publicly 
owned his conviction, that Mr. Gay was not 
the author \ but having lain under the fufpicion* 
it feemed very juft, that he fliould fuffer the pu- - 

nifhment; 

* Sir Robert Walpole, afterward|£arl of Orford. 
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nifhment ; bccaufc, in this mod reformed age, 
the virtues of a prime minifter are no more to be 
fufpeded, than the chaftity of Caefar's wife. 

It mud be allowed, that the Beggar's Opera is 
not the firft of Mr. Gay's works, wherein he 
hath been faulty with regard to courtiers and JlateJ- 
men. For to omit his other pieces \ even in his 
fables, publifhed within two years pad, and de- 
dicated to the duke of Cumberland, for which 
he was promifed a reward, he hath been thought 
fomewhat too bold upon the courtiers. And al- 
though it be highly probable, he meant only the 
courtiers of former times, yet he a&ed unwarily, 
by not confidering, that the malignity of fome 
people might mifinterpret what he faid to the dif- 
advantage of prcfent perfons and affairs. 

But I have now done with Mr. Gay as a poli- 
tician \ and (hall confider him henceforward on- 
ly as author of the Beggar's Opera, wherein he 
hath, by a turn of tumour, entirely new, placed 
vices of all kinds, in the ftrongeft and moft odi- 
ous light; and thereby done eminent ferviceboth 
to religion and morality. This appears from the 
unparalleled fuccefs he hath met with : all 
ranh % parties, and denominations of men, either 
crowding to fee his opera, or reading it with de- 
light in their clofets; even minifters of ftate, 
whom he is thought to have moft offended (next 
to thofe whom the aftors reprefent) appearing 
frequently at the theatre, from a confeioufnefs of 
their own innocence, and to convince the world 

how 
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how unjuft a parallel, malice , envy, and difaffeBion 
to the government have made. 

I am affured, that feveral worthy clergymen in 
this city, went privately to fee the Beggar's Opera 
reprefented \ and that the fleering coxcombs in the 
pit, amufed themfelves with making difcoveries, 
and fpreading the names of thofe gentlemen round 
the audience. 

I (hall not pretend to vindicate a clergyman, 
who would appear openly in his habit at a thea- 
tre, with fuch a vicious crew as might probably ' 
Hand round him, at fuch comedies and profane 
tragedies as are often reprefented. Befides, I 
know very well, that perfons of their fun&ion are 
bound to avoid the appearance of evil, or of giv» 
ing caufe of offence. But when the lord chancel- 
lors, who are keepers of the king's confcience $ 
when the judges of the land, whofe title is revc* 
rend; when ladies, who are bound, by the rules of 
their fex, to the ftri&eft decency, appear in the 
theatre without cenfure; I cannot underftand, 
why a young clergyman, who goes concealed, out 
of curiofity, to fee an innocent and moral plajr f 
fhould be fo highly condemned : nor do I much 
approve the rigour of a great prelate, who faid, 
He hoped none of his clergy were there. I am glad 
to hear there are no weightier obje&ions againft 
that teverepd body planted in this city, and 1 wifh 
there never may. But I fhould be very forry, 
that any of them fhould be fo weak, as to imitate 
a court- chaplain in England, who preached a- 
gainft the Beggar's Opera, which will probably k 

do 
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do more good, than a thoufand fermonsof fo flu- j 
pid, fo injudicious, and fo proftitute a divine. * 

In this happy performance *>f Mr. Ga *, ail the 1 
characters are juft, and none of them carried be* 
yond nature, or hardly beyond practice. It dis- 
covers the whole fyftem of that commonwealth, 
or that imfarmm in rmperk <rf iniquity, eftablfth* 1 
ed among us, by which neither our lives, nor our 1 
properties are fecure* 'either in the high-ways, or j 
in publk afiembites, or mn in our own hoafes. 
it Ihews the miferabtc 1ms, and the aon&ant fate ; 
of thofe abandoned wretches : for how iivtfe they j 
fell their lives and foab \ betrayed by their wf>otrs> 
their comrades^ and the tvenvm and furchtiftrs of j 
thofe thefts and robberies. This c&mtiy coftfetift* 
Jitcwifc a fating which, witb^tft -ttiquiring wife* 
tber it *tifc€tx the prefect «gt, may poffiMy be *fe* 
ful in times to come. I mean, wiiere the aritfiot 
takes the occafkm of comparing thofe ummo* rob* 
iefs <f the public^ and tfciir feveral ftf atagertrs of 
betraying, iinderrninkig* and tagging 6?ch other* 
to the feveral arcs of folmdant in times of con 
ruption. 

Thit comedy likewife experfeth, with great jtiifr 
tree, that unnattrral tafte for ItaBasi mafic among 
*s, which is wholly QiifiritarWe to tmr ^northern 
ztimate, and the genius of the people, whereby we 
are over-run with Italian efftminztyy and Italian 
aonfenfe. An old gentleman faid to ttifc, that 

many 

/' * Dr. Thomas Heron, chaplain to the focirty at Lincoln's 
inn, afterward biftiop ofjiartgor, after that archbilhop of Yoxfc 
*nd now archbilhop of Canterbury. 
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many years ago, when the praftice of an unna- 
tural vice grew frequent in London, and many 
were profecuted for it, be was fure it would be 
the forerunner of Italian operas and fingers; and) 
then we (bould want nothing but ftabbing, or 
poifoning, to make jus perfe& Italians. 

Upon the whole, I deliver my judgment, that 
nothing but fervile attachment to a party, affec- 
tation of angularity, lamentable dullnefs, mifta- 
ken zeal, or ftudied hypocrify, can have the leaft 
reafonable obje&ion againft this excellent moral 
performance of the celebrated Mr. Gat; 

NUMBER XV. # 
Lamentations ii. 19. 

Arife, cry out in the night : in the beginning of the 
watches^ pour out thine heart like water before the 
face of the Lord : lift up thy hands towards him,, 
for the life of thy young children, that faint for 
hunger in the top of every Jlreet. 

I Remember to have read an account, that an 
ode which Pindar writ in honour of the ifland 
Delos, was inferibed in the temple of Minerva at 
Athens, in large letters of gold. A public and . 
very laudable acknowledgement for the poet's in- - 
genuity, and for no more than a bare compli- 
ment ! Such was the encouragement given by 
the great and public fpirited Athenians. Had 
the fame poet, infpired by a noble and heroic ar- \" 

^ dor, 
* See aborc, p. 384. in the note* 
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dor, by another ode, awakened and roufed their 
whole ftate againft an invading enemy, or open- 
ed their eyes againft any fecret and wicked con- 
trivers of their deftru&ion, they would have e- 
re&ed him a ftatue at leaft. But, alas ! that fpi- 
rit is fled from the world, and long fince neglect- 
ed. Virtue is become her own pay-mafter. My 
countrymen, I hope, will forgive me, if I com- 
plain there has been fo little notice taken of a 
fmall, but moft excellent pamphlet, written by the 
Drapier. It is entitled, A Jhort view of the Jlate 
of Ireland [above, p. 1 13.] — There never was any 
treatife yet publiftied, with a zeal more generous 
for the univerfal good of a nation, or a defign 
more feafonable, confidering our prefent lament- 
able condition : yet we Iiften not to the voice of 
the charmer. Whereas it mould have been in- 
fcribed in capital letters (as glorious as thofe of 
the poet) in the moft public part of every corpo- 
ration-town, through this whole kingdom, that 
people might behold the feveral unprovoked caufes 
of their poverty, our, offences towards heaven 
excepted. Nay, I will proceed farther, and fey, 
that every head^of every family ought to inftruft 
his children, fo far in this moft incomparable 
pamphlet j that they ftiould not only underftand, 
but be able to repeat by heart, every fingle para- 
graph through the whole. This was the method 
laid down by the wifeft law-giver that ever the 
world produced, to gain the hearts of the people, 
by working upon their memories : Deut. vi. 7« 
8. 9. And thou Jhall teach them diligently unto thy 

children, 
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children, and /halt talk of them when thou fttttjtin thine 
houfe, and when thou walkejl by the way, and when thou 
Heft down, and when thou rifejl up. And thou Jhalt 
bind them for a ftgn upon thine hand, and they Jhall be as 
frontlets between thine eyes. And thou Jhalt write 
tiem upon the pofts of thy houfe, and on thy gates. ' 

And where would be the great trouble, fince? 
we have little elfe to do, if every man would read 
ale£lureof the JJjort view everyday in his family, 
after reading prayers ? Nor do I think the expence 
would be extravagant, if he fhould have every 
page of it reprinted, to be hung up in frames, in 
every chamber of his houfe \ that it might be as 
evident as the hand-writing on the wall. { . 

And fince I have ventured thus far to praife 
and recommend this moft inimitable piece, let me 
fpeak a few words in favour of its author. 

I would propofe to my countrymen, before alt 
their money goes off (it is going as faft as poffi- 
We) to convert it into a few ftatues to the Dra-> 
pier, in thofe memorable parts of this kingdom, 
where our heroes have (hone with the greateft 
iuftre, in defence of our liberty, and the Prote* 
Jlant Religion over all Europe ; at Derry, at En- 
nifkillen, at Boyne, at Aughrim. Nor would it be 
amifs tofet up a few more about our metropolis, with 
that glorious infeription, Libertas et Natale Solum. 

If our money were metamorphofed upon fuch 
a good occafion as this, it would not be in the 
power of any Cypfelus *, to get it into bis own 
Vol. IV. LI , coffers;. 

• Cypfelus, a governor of Corinth, wh# contrived a ta* 
which brought afi the mohey of that ftatc to himfclf in tci 
years tunc, 'drift. Polit. 
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coffers; and it would be the only method to pre- 
vent its being carried off, except our viceroys 
ihould a£l like the Roman prefers, and run a- 
way with our very ftatues. 

Courteous reader, mark well what follows. 

" I am allured, thai it hath for fome time been 
u pra&ifed," tsV. [Here the jhort view of the fiate j 
§f Ireland, above, p. 113. was inserted verbatim.] 

NUMBER XIX. 
Sic vps non vobis vellera fertis, oves. 

[N. B. In the following difcourfc the author perfonates a 
• country gentleman in ]the North of Ireland, And this letter is 
ftppofed as directed to the D rapier.] 

HAVING, on the 1 2th of October laft, re- 
ceived a letter, figned Atidrew Dealer, and 
Patrick Penny I believe the following-paper,juft 
come to my hands, will be a fufficient anfwer to it. 

S 1 R f 

I AM a country gentleman, and a member of 
parliament , with an cftate of about 1400 1. j 
a year 5 which, as a northern landlord, I receive I 
from above two hundred tenants : and my lands j 
baving been let near twenty years ago, the rents, 
until very lately, were efteemed to be not above 
half value •, yet by the intolerable * fcarcit? 
of Jtlver, I lie under the greateft difficulties in re- 
ceiving them, as well as in paying my labourers, 
er buying any thing neceffary for my family from 

trade/men, 
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tredtfmen, who are not able to be long out of 
their money. Bat the fufferings of me, and thofe 
of my rank, are trifles in comparifon of what the 
meaner fort Undergo ; fuch as, the buyers and fel- 
lers at fairs and markets ; the ffjopbecpers in every 
town ; the farmers in general ; all thofe who tra- 
vel with fifb, poultry , pedlary ware, and other con- 
veniences to fell ; bur more efpecially handicrafts- 
men y who work for us by the day ; and common 
labourers, whom I have already mentioned- Both . 
thefe kind of people I am forced to employ uatil 
their wages amount to a double piflole, or a moidote, 
(for we hardly have any gold of lower vakie left 
us) to divide it among themfelves as they can : - 
and this is generally done at an ale-houfe, or brati* 
dy~fhop } where, befides the coft of getting drunk, 
(which is ufaally the cafe) they muft pay ten-penc* 
or a- fbiUing for changing their pied into fiver to 
fame huckflering fellow, who follows- that trade. 
But, what k infinitely worfe, thofe poor men, for 
want of due payment, are forced to take up their 
oat meal and other necefiariea of lifer at aimed: 
double value ; and confequently, are not' able to 
difcharge half their feore, efpecially under the 
fcarceneis of corn for two^ years paft, and the me- 
lancholy drfappointment of the prefent crop* 

The caufes of this, and a thoufand other evils, 
are clear and manifeft to you and all thinking 
men, although hidden from the vulgar: thefe Hi- 
deed complain of hard times, the dearth of com, 
the want of money, the badnefs of feafons ; that 
their goods bear no price, and the poor cannSt 
L 1 X find 
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find work : but their weak reafonings never carry 
them to the hatred and contempt borne us by our 
neighbours and brethren without the leaft grounds 
of provocation, who rejoice at our fufferings, al- 
though fometimes to their own difadvantage. 
.They confider not the dead weight upon every be- 
neficial branch of our trade ; that half our reve- 
nues are annually fent to England ; with many 
other grievances peculiar to this unhappy king- 
dom ; which keeps us from enjoying the common 
benefits of mankind ; as you and fome other lovers 
of their country have fo often obferved with fuch 
good inclinations, and fo little effect. 

It is true indeed, that under our circumftances 
in general, this complaint for the want of Jilver 
may appear as ridiculous, as for a man to be im- 
patient about a cut finger , when he is ftruck with 
4 the plague : and yet a poor fellow going to the 
•gallows may be allowed to feel the fmart of wafps, 
while he is upon Tyburn road. This misfortune 
is fo urging and vexatious in every kind of fmatt 
traflic, and fo hourly prtfling upon all perfons in 
the country whatfoever, that a hundred inconve- 
niencics of perhaps greater moment in themfelves, 
have been tamely fubmitted to with far lefs dif- 
quietude and murmurs. And the cafe feems yet 
the harder, if it be true, what many fkilful men 
.aflert, that nothing is more eafy than a remedy; 
• and, that the want ot/i/ver, in proportion to the 
. little gold remaining among us, is altogether as un- 
' neceflary asitis inconvenient. Aperfon of diftinc- 
tion afluretf mc very lately, that, in difcourfingwiWi 

the 
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the % lordlieutenant before his laft return to England^ 
his excellency faid, He had preffedthe matter often , in 
proper time and place, and to proper perfons ; and 
could not fee any difficulty of the leajl moment, that 
could prevent us from being made eafy upon this article* 

Whoever carries to England twenty feve& 
Englifh fhillings, and brings back one moidore of 
full weight, is a gainer of nine-pence Irifli : in a 
guinea, the advantage is three-pence ; and two- 
pence in %pijhle. The Bankers, who are ge- 
nerally mailers of all our gold and fiver, with, 
this advantage, have fent over as mudi of the 
latter, as came into their hands. The value 6f 
one thoufand ntoidores in fher would thus amount 
in clear profit to 37/. 10 s. The Jhopieepers, arid 
other traders, who go to -London to buy goods > 
followed the feme pra&tce ; by which we have 
been driven into this infupportable diftrefs* 

To a common thinker k fhould feem, that no- 
thing would be more eafy,. than for the govern* 
ment to redfefs this evil, at any time they fliall 
pleafe. When the value of guineas was lowered 
in England from ai 6d+ to only 21 the con- 
fequenccs to this kingdom* Were obvious and ma- 
infeft to us all : and a fober mart may be allowed 
at leaft to wonder,, although he dare not complain* 
why a new regulation of coin among us was not 
then made ; much more, why it hath never been: 
fince. It would furely require no very profound 
flciil in algebra to reduce the difference of mne~ 
pence in thirty fbillitigs, or three-pence in a> guifiea % 
Ll 3 to 
* The Lacd Cartcrcfa 
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to lcfs than a farthing ; and fo fmall a fra&ion 
could be no temptation either to bankers to haz- 
ard their filler at fea, or tradefmen to load them- 
felves witfc.it in their journies to England. In 
my humbic opinion it would be no unfeafonable 
condefcenfion, if the government would gracioufly 
pleafe to fignify to the poor loyal proteftant fubjeffs 
of Ireland, either that this miserable want of fxlvit 
is not pofTiblc to be remedied in any degree by 
.the niceft ikill in arithmetic \ or elfe, that it doth 
/lot ftand with the good pleafure of England, to 
fuffer any filver at all among us. In the former 
cafe, it would be.madncfs to expect impoflibilities ; 
and in the other, we mud fubmit : for lives and 
fortunes are always at the mercy of the conqueror* 
The queftion hath been often put in printed 
papers, by the Drapier and others, or perhaps 
by the fame writer under different ftyles, why 
this kingdom ihould not be permitted to have a 
mint of its own for the coinage of gold r filver and 
topper ; which is a power exercifed by many W- 
JhopSy and every petty prince in Germany ? But 
. this queftion hath never been anfwered j nor the 
lead application, that I have heard of, made to 
the crown from hence, for the grant of a public 
mint ; although it ftands upon record , that feve- 
ral cities and corporations here had the liberty of 
dining filver, I can fee no reafons, why we a- 
lone of all nations are thus reftrainedj but fuch 
as I dare not mention : only thus far I may ven- 
ture, that Ireland is the firft imperial kingdom 

fince 
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fincc Nimrod, which ever wanted power to coin 
their own money. 

I know very well, that in England it is lawful 
for any fubjeft to petition cither the prince or the 
parliament^ provided it be done in a dutiful and 
regular manner : but what is lawful for a fubje& 
of Ireland, I profefs I cannot determine : nor will 
undertake, that your printer ftiall not be profe- 
cuted in a court of jujiice, for publiftiing my nvijh* 
es 9 that a poor mop-keeper might be able to 
change a guinea or a moidore when a cuftomer 
com cs for a crown's worth of goods. I have 
known lefs crimes punifhed with the utmoft fe* 
▼erity, under the title of difaffeclion. And I can- 
not but approve the wifdom of the ancients, who* 
after Aftrea had fled from the earth, at lcaft took 
care to provide three upright judges for hell. Mens 
ears among us are indeed grown fo nice, that 
whoever happens to think out of falhion, in what 
telates to the welfare of this kingdom, dare not 
fo much as complain of the toothach, left our 
weak and bufy dabblers in politics mould be rea- 
dy to fwear agatnft him for difaffeclion* 

There was a method prattifed by Sir Ambrofe 
Crawley, the great dealer in iron-works, which I 
wonder the gentlemen of our country under this 
great exigence have not thought fit to imitate. 
In the fevcral towns and villages where he dealt, 
and many miles round, he gave notes in (lead of 
money (from two pence to twenty fhillings ) which 
paired current in all (hops and markets, as welt 
as in houfes, where meat or drink was fold, I 

fee 
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fee no reafon, why the like praftice may not be 
introduced among us with fome degree of fuc- 
ceTs ; or at leaft may not ferve as a pwr expedient 
in this our bleffed age of paper ; which as it dif- 
chargeth all our greateft payments, may be e- 
qually ufeful in the fmallcr, and may juft keep us 
al i ve, unt il an Engl ifh a& of parliament Jhall forbid it 

I have been told, that among fome of our 
pooreft American eoloniea upon the continent, 
the people enjoy the liberty of cutting the little 
money among them into halves ami quarters for 
the conveniencies pf fmall traffic. How* happy 
Jhould we be, in companion- of our prefent condi- 
tion, if the like privilege were granted to us of 
employing the iheers for want of a mint, upoa 
our foreign gold, by clipping it into half-crown^ 
and Jhillings, and even lower denominations j for 
beggaw muft be content to live upon fcraps \ and 
it would be our felicity* that thefe fcraps would 
never be exported to other countries, while any 
thing better was left. 

If neither of thefe projects wHi a*raH, I-fee no* 
thing left us but to truck and barter our goods 
like the wild Indians with eaeb other, or with 
our too powerful neighbours ; only with this dif* 
advantage on our fide,, that the Indians enjoy the 
product of their own land ; whereas the better 
half of ours is fent away, ; without fo much as a 
recompence in bugles or glafi in return. 

It muft needs be a very comfortable eircum- 
ftance in the prefent juncture, that fome thou* 
fend families are gpne> are goi&g, or preparing 
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to go from hence and fettle themfelves in Ame- 
rica : the poorer fort for want of work ; the far- 
mers, whofe beneficial bargains are now become 
a rack-rent too hard to be borne, and thofe who 
have any ready money, or can purchafe any by the 
fale of their goods or leafes, becaufe they find 
their fortunes hourly decaying, that their goods 
will bear no price, and that few or none have a- 
ny money to buy the very neceflaries of life, are 
haftening to follow their departed neighbours. 
It is true, corn among us carries a very high 
price ; but it is for the fame reafon, that rats 
and cats and dead horfes have been often bought 
for gold in a town befieged. 

There is a perfon of quality in my neighbour- 
hood, who, twenty years ago, when he was juft 
come to age, being unexperienced and of a gene- 
rous temper, let his lands, even as times went 
then, at a low rate to able tenants ; and confe- 
quently, by the rife of land fince that time, look- 
ed upon his eftate to be fet at half value : but 
numbers of thefe tenants, or their defccndants, 
are now offering to fell their leafes by cant, # e- 
ven thofe which were for lives, fome of them re- 
newable for ever, and fome fee-farms, which the 
landlord himfelf hath bought in at half the price 
they would have yielded feven years ago. And 
fome leafes let at the fame time for lives, have been 
given up to him without any confideration at all. 

This is the moft favourable face of things at 
prefent among us ; I fay among us of the North* 

.who 

• Cant or auction. 
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who are efteemed the only thriving people of the 
kingdom. And bow far, and how foon this mi- 
fery and defolation may fpread, is eafy to forefee. 

The vafts fums of money daily carried off by 
our numerous adventurers to America, have 
deprived us of our gold in thefe parts, alnaoft as 
much as of our Jllvtr. And the good wives who 
come to our houfes offer as their pieces of linen, 
upon which their whole dependence lies, for fo 
little profit, that it can> neither half pay their 
rents, nor half fupport their families. 

It is remarkable, that this enthuiiaXrn fpread 
among our Northern people, of Weltering them- 
felves in the continent of America, hath no other 
foundation than their prefent insupportable con- 
dition at home. I have made all; poffible inqui- 
ries to learn what ciKourageriitmt our people 
have met with r by a»y intelligence from thofe 
plantations, fuffieient to make them undertake 
fo tedious and hazardous- a voyage, in all feafoa* 
of the year, and fo ill accommodated i» their 
fliips, that many of them have died miferably in 
their paffage ; but could never get one fat is factory 
anfwer. Somebody, they know not who, had 
written; a letter to his friend or eou&n from 
thence* inviting him by all means to come over ; 
that it was a fine fruitful country, and to be held 
for ever at a penny an acre. But the truth of the 
fa& is this : the EngJHh eftabliftied in thofe colo- 
nies are in great want of men to inhabit that traft 
of ground, which lies between them and the 
wilil Indians, who are not reduced under their 

dominion* 
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lominion. We read of fome barbarous people, 
whom the Romans placed in their army for no o- 
:her fervice than tp Mont their enemies fwofds, 
md afterwards to fill up trenches with theirdead 
bodies. And thus our people, who tranfport 
rtiemfelves, are fettled in thofe interjacent tra&s, 
as a fcreen againft the infults of the favages ; and 
may have as much lands as they can clear from 
the woods at a very reatfonable rate, if they can 
afford to pay about a hundred years purchafe by 
their labour. Now, befides the fox's reafon, 
♦which inclines all thofe who have already ven- 
tured thither to represent every thing in a falfe 
light, as well for juftifying their own conduft, 
as for getting companions in their mifery ; the 
governing people in tbofe plantations have alfo 
wifely provided, that no letters (hall be fufTered 
to pafs from thence hither, without being firft 
viewed by the council ; by which our people here 
are wholly deceived in the opinions they have of 
the happy condition of their friends gone before 
them. This was accidentally difcovered fome 
months ago by an honeft man, who having 
tranfported himfelf and family thither, and find- 
ing all things direflly contrary to his hope, had 
the luck to convey a private note by a faithful 
hand to his relation here, entreating him not to 
think of fuch a voyage, and to difcourage all his 
friends from attempting it. Yet this, although 
it be a truth well known, hath produced very 

little 

* The fox who, having loft his tail, would have perfuaded the 
left to cut off theirs. 



4 c3 The INTELLIGENCER. N0.19. 



little effect: ; which is no manner of wonder : for 2s 
it is natural to a man in a froer to torn often, al- 
though wichout any hopeof cafe ; or when he is pur- 
fued, to leap down a precipice to avoid an enemy 
juft at his b«ick ; lb, men in the extremefl degree of 
mifery and want will naturally fly to the firft appear- 
ance of relief, let it be ever fb Tain or vifconary. 

Yon may obferve, that I have rery fuperhcially 
touched the fubjecfc I began with, and with the 
utmoft caution : for I know how criminal the 
leaft complaint ha:h been thought, howerer fea- 
fonable, or juft, or heneftty intended ; which hath 
forced me to offer cp my daily prayers, that it 
may never, at leaft in my time, be interpreted by 
inuendos as a falie, fcandalous, feditious, and dif- 
auccled action for a man to roar under an acute 
fit of the gout ; which, be fide the lofs and the 
danger, would be very inconvenient to one of my 
age, fo feverely arBi&ed with that diftempcr. 

I wifti you good fuccefs, but I can promife you 
little, in an ungrateful office you have taken up, 
without the leaft view either to reputation or 
profit. Perhaps your comfort is, that none but 
villains and betrayers of their country can be your 
enemies. Upon which I have little to fay, having 
not the honour to be acquainted with many of 
that fort ; and therefore, as you may eafily be- 
lieve, am compelled to lead a very retired life. 

/ am y S/V, Tour tnoji obedient , humble fervanty 

County of Down, A. North. 

Dec. 2. 1728. 
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A fliort Character of his Excellency Tho*; 
mas Earl of Wharton, Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland : — With an Account of feme fttiaJlet" 
Ta&s during his Government, which willndt* 

be put into the Articles of Impeach merrti ". - 

1 . * / 

Aug. 30. 17 10. 

THE kingdom of Ireland being governed by 
deputation from hence, its annals, fince the 
Englifh eftablifhment, are ufually digefled under 
the heads of the feveral governors : but the affairs 
and events of that ifland, for fome years pad, 
have been either fo infignificant, or fo ajipexed 
to thofe of England, that they have not furniihed 
matter of any great importance to hiftory. :Thc 
{hare of honour, which gentlemen from thence 
have had by their conduct and employments 
in the army, turns all to the article of this king- 
dom \ the reft, which relates to politics ; or the art. 
of government, is inconfiderable to thelaft»de* 
gree, however it may be represented at court by 
thofe who grefide there, and would value them-* 
felves upon every ftep they make, towards finifh- 
ing the flavery of that people, as if it were gain- 
ing a mighty point to the advantage of England. 

Generally fpeaking, the times which afford 
mod plentiful matter for ftory, are thofe in r 
which a man would leaft choofe to live ; fuch. as 
under the various events and revolutions of war, ; 
the intrigues of a ruined fa&ion, or the violence . 
of a prevailing one, and laftly, ths arbitrary, un~ \ 
Vol. IV. M m toafcal 
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lawful afts of opprefling governors. In the war, 
Ireland fias no (hare bat in fubordination to us; 
th* fame may be fa id of their factions, which, at 
prefent, are but imperfeft tranferipts of ours: 
but the third fubject for hiftory, which is arbi- 
trary p/>rWer and oppreffion, as it is that by 
which the people of Ireland have, for fome time, 
bccardiiringnUhed from all her majefly's fubje&s, 
fo being- now at its greateft height under his ex- 
cellency T. E. of W. a fhort account of his go- 
vernment, may be of fome ufe or entertainment 
to the prefent age, though I hope it will be incre- 
dible to the next. And becaufc this account may 
be judged rather an hiftory of his excellency, than 
of his government, I muft here declare that I 
ha*& not the lead? view to his psrfon in any part 
of it. I have had the honour of much converfa- 
tion 'with his lordftvip* md am thoroughly con vin* 
ced how indifferent he is to applaufe* and ho* 
infenfible of reproach : which is- not a humour 
put on to ferve a turn, or keep a countenance, 
nop arifitfg from the confeioufriefs of innocence, 
or any grandeur of mind, but the mere unalfcc- 
ted bent of his nature. 

He is without the fenfe of fhamtf or gJory, as 
fome men are without the fenfe of fmellwgy and, 
therefore, a good name to him is no more than a 
precious ointment would be to thefo. Whoever, 
for the fake of others^ were to defcribe.' the na- 
ture of a ferpent, a wolf, a crocodile, or a fox, 
muft be underftood to do it without any perfonal 
love or hatred for the animals themfefres. 

In 
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I11 the fame manner, his excellency is one 
whom I neither pcrfonally love nor hate. I fee 
him at court, at his own houfe, and fometinves 
at mine, (for I have the honour of his vifits) and 
when thefe papers are public, it is odds but he 
will tell me, as he once did upon a like occafioa, 
that he is damnably mauled 5 and then with the 
eafieft tranfitioh in the world, aflc about the 
weather, or time of the. day: fo that I enter an 
the work with more chearfulnefs, becaufe I am 
fare neither to make him angry, nor any way 
hurt his reputation ; a pitch of happinefs and fe- 
cucity to which his excellency has arrived, and 
which no philofopher before him could reach. 

I intend to execute this performance, by firft 
giving a chara&er of his excellency, and then re- 
lating fome fafts during his government, which 
will ferve to confirm it. 

I know well, thst rnens &.ZHZ^iV.Z ?*Z 
bell known from their a&iont; but, thefe being 
confined to his adminiftration in Ireland, his 
•cbara&er may, perhaps, take in fomething.more, 
which the narrownefs of the time, or the fcene, 
hath not given him opportunity to exert. 

T s earl of W n, 1 — d 1 * 

of I— d, by the force of a wonderful confti- 
tution, hath pafled, fome years, his grand cli- 
ma£teric, without any vifible cfFe&s of old age, 
either on his body or his mind, and in fpite of a 
continual proftitution to thofe vices which ufually 
wear out both. His behaviour is in all the 
forms of a young man at five and twenty. Wbe- 
Mm 2 ther 
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ther he walks, or whittles, or fwears, or talks 
bawdy, or calls names, he acquits himfelf in each 
beyond a templar of three years (landing. With 
- the fame grace, and in the fame ftyle, he wMl 
Tattle his coachman in the middle of the ftreet, 
where he is governor of the kingdom : and all 
this is without confequence, becaufe it is in his 
character, and what every body expects. He 
feems to be but an ill diflembler, and an ill hat , 
•though they are the two talents he moil pra&ifes, 
"and moft values himfelf upon. The ends he has 
gained by lying, appeared to be more owing to 
the frequency, than the art of them : his lies be- 
ing fometimcs detected in an hour, often in a 
day, and always in a week. He tells them freely 
in mixed companies, though he knows half of 
thofe that hear him to be his enemies, and is fure 
they will difcover them the moment they leave 
•Jrim. He fwears folemnly he loves, and will 
ferveyou; and your back is no fooner turned, 
but he tells thbfe about him you are a dog and a 
rafcal. He goes conftantly to prayers, in the 
. forms of his place, and will talk bawdy and blaf- 
phemy at the chapel door. He is a prefbyterian 
in politics, and an atheift in religion ; but 
he choofes at prefent to whore with a papift. Fn 
• his commerce with mankind, his general rule is, 
t to endeavour to impofe on their underftanding ; 
for which he has but one receipt, a compofition 
of lies and oaths : and this he applies indifferent- 
ly to a freeholder of forty {hillings and a privy 
couufelior ; by which the eafy and the honeft a*e 
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often either deceived or amufed ; and, either 
way, he gains his point. He will openly take a*- 
way your employment to-day, becdufe you sufe 
not of his party ; to-morrow he will meet or feW 
for you, as if nothing at all had patted, lay hh ^ 
hands, with much friendfhip, on your moulders,, 
and, with the greateft cafe and familiarity, tell 
you, that the faction are driving at fomething ia 
the houfe; that you muft be ftire to attend, and 
to fpeak to all your friends to be there, though he 
knows, at the fame time, that you and your 
friends are againft him in the very point he men- 
tions : and, however abfurd, ridiculous and grofs 
•this may appear, he has often found it fuccefsful,. 
fome men having fuch an awkward bafhfulnefs, 
they know not how to refufe on a fudden, and 
every man having fomething to fear or hope, 
which often hinders them from driving things to> 
extremes with perfons of power, whatever provo- 
cations they may have received. He hath funk his- 
fortune, by endeavouring- to ruin- one kingdom,, 
and hath raifed it by going far in the ruin of ano- 
ther. With a good natural underftanding, a great- 
fluency in fpeaking, and no ill tafte of wit, he is. 
generally the worfl companion in the world ; his; 
thoughts being wholly taken up between vice: 
and politics ; fo that bawdy, profanenefs, and bu- 
finefs, fill up his whole converfaribn. To gratify 
himfelf in the two firft, he makes ufe of fuitable: 
favourites, whofe talents reach no hip,h> r than to» 
entertain him with all the lewdhefs that pafTes ihi 
'town* As for bufinefs, he is faid to be very dex- 

V 
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terous a: that part of it which turns upon in- 
trigue ; and he icons to have transferred thofc 
talents o; his youth for intriguing with women, 
into public afcairs. For, as fome vain young fel- 
lows, to male a gallantry appear of confequence, 
will chooie to venture their necks, by climbing 
vp a wail or window at midnight to a common 
wench, where they might as freely have gone in 
tt the door, and at noon-day ; fo his excellency! 
cither to keep hirnlclf in pra&ice, or advance the 
fame of his politics, affe£U the moft obfeure, 
troublesome and winding paths, even in the moft 
common atfaiis, thof? which would be brought a- 
bout as well in the ordinary forms, or would fol- 
low, of couric, whether he intervened or not. 

He bears the galhmiics of his lady with the 
indifference of a iioic *, and thinks them well re- 
corn pen fed by a return of children to fupport hit 
family, without the fatigues of being a father. 
He has three predominant paffions, which you 
will Ac ldcai find united in the fame man, as arif- 
ing from different difpofitions of mind, and na- 
turally thwarting each other : thefe are, love of 
power, love of money, and love of pleafure ; they 
ride him fometimcs by turns, and fometimes all 
together : fince he went into Ireland, he feems 
moft difpofed to the fecond, and has met with 
great fuccefs, having gained by his government 
of under two years, five and forty thoufand 
pounds, by the moil favourable computation, half 
in tho regular way, and half in the prudential. 
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He was never yet known to refufe or keep a 
promife. But here I defire to diftinguifh between 
a promife and a bargain j for he will be fure to 
keep the latter, when he has the faireft offer. 

Thus much for his excellency's chara&er : I 
(hail now proceed to his a&ions, only during the 
tirpe he was governor of Ireland, which were 
transmitted to me by an eminent perfon in bufi- 
nefr there, who had all opportunities of being 
well informed, and whofe employment did not lie 
at his excellency's mercy. 

This intelligence being made up of feveral fa&s 
independent of each other, I fhall hardly be able 
to relate them in due order of time, my corre- 
fpondent omitting that circumftancp, and trans- 
mitting them to me juft as he recolle&ed them ; 
fo that the gentlemen of that kingdom, now in 
town, will, I hope, pardon me any flips I fhall 
make in that or any other kind, while I keep ex- 
a£fcly to the truth. 

Thomas Proby, Efq; chirurgeon-general of Ire- 
land, a peribn nniverfally eftecmed, and whom I 
have formerly feen here, had built a country 
houfe, half a mile from Dublin, adjoining to the 
park. In a corner of the park, juft under his 
houfe, he was much annoyed with a dog- kennel, 
which belonged to the government i upon which 
he applied to Thomas earl of Pembroke, then 
lord lieutenant, and to the commiflioners of 
# thc revenue, for & leafe of about five acres of 
that part of the park. Jlis petition was referred 
Xo the lord treafurer here a and fent back for a re- 

poit, 
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port, which was in his favour, and the bargain fo 
hard, that the lord treasurer ftruck off fome part 
of the rent : he had a leafc granted him, for 
which he was to build another kennel, provide 
ice yearly for the government, and pay a certain 
rent : the land might be worth about thirty (hit- 
lings an acre. His excellency, foon after his ar- 
rival in Ireland, was told of this leafe, and, by 
his abfolute authority, commanded Mr. Proby to 
forrender up the land ; which he was forced to 
do, after all the expenee he had been at, or elfe 
muft have expe&ed to lofe his employment: at 
the fame time, he is under an obligation to pay 
his rent, and I think he does it to this day. 
•There are feveral circumftances in thisftory which 
I have forgot, having not been fent to me with 
the reft ; but I had it from a gentleman of that 
kingdom, who fome time ago was here. * 

Upon his excellency's being declared lord lieu- 
tenant, there came over to make his court one 

Dr. L — d, f w of D n C ge, noted 

in that kingdom for being the only clergyman 
that declared for taking off the facramental reft, 
as he did openly in their convocation, of which 
he was a member. The merit of this, and fome 
other principles fuitable to it, recommended by 
Tom B— d — k, fo far ingratiated him with his 
excellency, that being provided of a proper chap- 
tain already, he took him however into a great 
degree of favour: the Doftor attended his excel- 
lency to Ireland ; and obferving a caft wench in 
the family to be in much confidence with my 
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lady, he thought, by addrefling there, to have a 
fhort open paflage to preferment. He met with 
great fuccefs in his amour ; and walking one day 
with his miftrefs, after my lord and lady, in the 
caftle garden, my lady faid to his excellency, 
" What do you think ? we are going to lofe poor 
" Foydy," a name of fondnefs they ufually gave 
her. " How do you mean ?" faid my lord. 
<c Why, the doctor behind us is refolved to tale 
u her from us." " Is he, by G— d ? why then 
«« (G— d d— mn me) he mail have the firft bi- 
" fliopric that falls." # 

The doctor, thus encouraged, grew a moft vio- 
lent lover, returned with his excellency for Eng- 
land ; and foon after the b p — k of C — k fall- 
ing void, to (hew he meant fair, he married his 
damfel publicly here in London, and his excel- 
lency as honourably engaged his credit to get him 
the bifhopric 5 but the matter was reckoned fo in- 
famous, that both the a — chb ps here, efpeci- 
ally his gr — ce of Y — k, interpofed with the 
queen, to hinder fo great a fcandal to the church; 
and Dr. Brown, provoft of Dublin college, being 
then in town, her majefty was plcafed to nomi- 
nate him : fo that Dr. L— d was forced to fit 
down with a moderate deanery in the northern 
parts of that kingdom, and the additional com- 
fort of a fweet lady, who brought this her firft 
hufband no other portion, than a couple of olive- 
branches 

• It was confidently reported, as a conceit of his excellency, 
that, talking ujkm this fubjeft, he once faid, with great plea-v 
fiwe 4 that he hoped to make his w— c a b— p. 
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branches for his tabic, though (he herfelf hardly 
knows by what hand, they were planted. 

The queen refenrcs all the great employments 
of Ireland to be given by herfelf, though often 
by the recommendation of the chief governor, ac- 
cording to his credit at court. The provoftfhip 
of Dublin college is of this number, which was 
now vacant, upon the promotion of Dr. 'Brown ; 
Dr. Benjamin P — *t, a fellow of that college, 
and chaplain to the boufe of commons of that 
kingdom, as well as domeftic chaplain to the 
duke of Ormond, was at that time here, in at- 
tendance upon the Duke. He is a gentleman of 
good birth and fortune in Ireland, and lived here 
in a very decent ^figure : he is a perfon of wit arid 
learning, has travelled and iconverfed in the beft 
company, ar>d was very much efteemed among 
us here, when I had the pleafure of his acquain- 
tance : but he had the original fin of being a re- 
■ puced Tory, and a dependent «n the duke of 
Ormond: however, he -had many friends among 
the biftiops, and other nobility, to recommend 
him to the queen : at the /fame time, there was 
another fellow of that college, one Dr. -Hall, who 
had much the advantage of P — tt in point of fc- 
niority ; this gentleman bad Very little introduced 
••himfelf into the world, but lived retired, though 
otherwife faid to be an excellent perfon, and very 
• deferving for his learning and fenfe : he had 
been recommended from Ireland by feveral per- 
fons ; and his excellency, who had never before 
.fcen nor thought of him, after having tried to 

injure 
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injure the college, by recommending perfons from 
:his fide, at laft fejt up H— 11, with all imaginable 
zeal> againft P — tt. I tell this? ftory the more' 
Fully, becaufe it is affirmed, by his excellency's 
friends, that he never made more ufc of hi6 court' 
(kill than at this time, to flop Dr. P — tt's pro 
motion, not only from- the pcrfonal hatred he had 
to the man, on account of his patron and prin- 
ciples, but that he might return to Ireland with j 
fome littk opinion of his credit at court; which 
had mightily foffered by many difappointments, 
.especially that of his chaplain Dn L— d. It 
would be incredible to relate the many artifices* 
he ufed to this end, of which the dc&or had 
caily intelligence, and would fairly tell his excel- 
lency fo at his levees, who fometimes could 
not conceal his furprisze, and then would pro- 
mife, with half a dozen oaths, never to con- 
cern himfelf one way or other : thefe were broke 
every day, and every day dete&ed. One morn- 
ing, after fome expoftulation between the do&or 
and his excellency, and a few additional oaths, 
that he would never oppofe him more, his excel- 
lency went immediately to the bifliop of E — y, 
and prevailed on him to go to the queen from 
bim, and let her majefty know, that he never 
could confent, as long as he lived, that Dr. P — tt 
fhould be provoft ; which the bifliop barely com- 
plied with, and delivered his meffage : though, 
at the fame time, he did the do&or all the good 
offices he could. The next day the dodor was 
again with his excellency, and gave him thanks 

for 
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for fo open a proceeding ; the affair was now paft 
diffembling ; and his excellency owned, he did 
not oppofe bim direBly, but confefied he did it 
collaterally. The doctor, a little warmed, faid, 
'* No, my lord, you mean direBly you did not, 
u but indireclly you did." The conclufion was, 
that the queen named the do£or to the place 5 
and, as a further mortification, juft upon the day 
of his excellency's departure for Ireland. 

But here I mud defire the reader's pardon, if I 
cannot digeft the following fa£fc in fo good a 
manner as I intended j becaufe it is thought ex- 
pedient, for fome reafons, that the world fhould 
be informed of his excellency's merits as foon as 
poflible. I will therefore only tranferibe the fc- 
veral paflages as they were fent me from Dublin, 
without either correcting the ftile, or adding any 
remarks of my own. As they are, they may 
ferve for hints to any perfon, who may hereafter 
have a mind to write memoirs of his excellency's 
life. 
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A Relation of feveral Facts, exa&ly as they 
were tranfmitted to me from Ireland about 
three Months ago, and at feveral times, from 
a Perfon of Quality, and in Employment 
th^re. 

TH E earl of Rochfort's regiment of dragoons 
was embarked for her majefty's fervice a- 
broad, on the 27th of Auguft 1709, and left 
their horfes behind them, which were fubfifted 
in order to mount another regiment to fill up 
their room ; as the horfes of lieutenant-general 
Harvey's regiment had formerly mounted a regi- 
ment raifed, and ftill commanded by the duke of 
Ormbnd ; on which occafion the duke had her 
majefty's orders only for as much money as 
would fupply the charge of the horfes till the regi- 
ment was raifed, which was foon after, and then 
it was put on the eftablifhment, as other regi- 
ments. But that which was to fupply the earl 
of Rochfort's, had not a commiflion granted till 
the 29th of April 17 10, and all the pay from th$ 
27th of Auguft to that time (being above 5700/.) 
was taken under pretence of keeping the horfes, 
buying new ones in the room of fuch as fhould 
be wanting or unferviceable, and for providing 
accoutrements for the men and horfes. As foe 
the laft ufe, thofe are always produced out of the 
funds for providing cloathing, and the duke of 
Ormond did fo : as for horfes wanting, they ar^ 
.very few, and the captains have orders to pro- 
Vol. IV. Nn vide 
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vide them another way; the keeping the hories 
did not amount to 700 /. by the accounts laid be- 
fore the committee of parliament ; fo there was 
at lead 5000 /. charged to the nation, more than 
the real charge could amount to. 

Mrs- L — d, at firft coming over, expedled the 
benefit of the box-money ; and accordingly talk- 
ed of felling it for about 200 /. but at laft wa8 
told (lie muft expect but part of it, and that the 
grooms of the chamber, and other fervantSj 
would deferve a confederation for their atten- 
dance ; accordingly his excellency had it brought 
to him every night; and, to make it worth bis re- 
ceiving, my lady gave great encouragement to 
play: fo that, by a moderate computation, it a- 
mounted to near 1000 /.; of which a fmall (hare 
was given to the grooms of the chamber, and the 
reft made a perquifite to his excellency. For 
Mrs. L — d having an hufband, and a bifhopric 
promifed her, the other pretentions were cut off. 

He met lieutenant general Langfton in the 
court of requefts, and prefented a gentleman to 
him, faying, " This is a particular friend of 
4S mine ; he tells me he is a lieutenant in your 
** regiment ; I muft defire you will take the firft 
€i opportunity to give him a troop, and you will 
€( oblige me mightily.'* The lieutenant-general 
anfwered, " He had ferved very well, and had 

very good pretenfions to a troop, and that he 
u would give him the firft that fell." With this 
the gentleman was mighty well fatisfied, re- 
turned thanks, and withdrew. Upon which his 

excellency 
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excellency faid immediately, " I was forced to 
<c fpeak for him, as a great many of his friends 
€i have votes at cleftions ; but, damn him, he 
" is a rogue, therefore take no care for him." 

He brought one M — y to the duke of Ormond, 
and recommended him as a very honeft gentle- 
man, and defired his grace would provide for 
him ; which his grace promifed. So M — y with- 
drew. As foon as he was gone, his lordfliip im- 
mediately faid to the duke, " That fellow is the 
€t greateft rogue in Chriftendom." 

Colonel C — w — d having received pay, for 
fome time, in two or three regiments, as captain, 
but never done any other fervice to the crown 
than eating and drinking in the expedition to Ca- 
diz under the duke of Ormond, finding he had 
not pretenfions enough to rife, after he had fold 
the laft employment he had, applied to his excel- 
lency, who reprefented him in fuch a light, that 
he got above 900 1. as an arrear of half-pay, 
which he had no title to, and a penfion of 10 s. 
per day ; but he reckoning this as much too little 
for his wants, as everybody elte did too much for 
his pretenfions, gave in a fecond petition to the 
queen for a further addition of 10s. a day; 
which being referred to his excellency, he gave 
him a favourable report.; by means whereof, 
it is hoped, his merit will be ftill farther reward- 
ed. He turned out the poor gate-keeper of 
Chapel-izod gate, though he and his wife were 
each above fixty years old, without affigning any 
caufe and ihey are now flarving. 

N n 2 As 
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As for the bufinefs of the arfenal, it was th« 
product of chance, and never fo much as thought 
of by the perfons who, of late, have given fo ma- 
ny good reafons for the building of it ; till, upon 
enquiring into the funds, they were found to hold 
out fo well, that there was a neceffity of deftroy- 
ing fixt y or feventy thoufand pounds ; other wife, 
Lis excellency, for that time, could hardly have 
lad the credit of taxing the kingdom : upon this 
occafion, many projefts were propofed, all which, 
at laft, gave way to the propofal of a worthy per- 
ibn, who had often perfuaded the nation to do it- 
itli a great deal of harm, by attempting to do it- 
fclf a little good ; which was, that forty thoufand 
arms (hould be provided for the militia, and am- 
munition in proportion, to be kept in four arfenah 
to be built for that purpofe : this was according- 
ly put into the heads of a bill, and then this wor- 
thy patriot, with his ufual fincerity, declared, he 
would not confent to the giving of money for any 
other life - 9 as every body thought, by the words 
he fpoke j though afterwards he fhewed them, 
that his meaning was njpt to be known by the 
vulgar acceptation of words ; for he not only gave 
his confent to the bill, but ufed all the art and in- 
<iuflry he was mailer of, to have it pafs ; though 
the money wa9 applied in it, to the building 
one arfenal only, and ammunition and other (lore* 
proportionable, without one word of the militia. 
So the arfenal was conceived, and afterwards 
formed in a proper manner; but when it came to 
be brought forth, his excellency took it out of the 

hands 
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hands that had formed it, as far as he could, and, 
contrary to aU precedents, put it out of the care 
of the ordnance-board, who were properly to 
have taken care of the receipt and payment of the 
money, without any further charge to th« public, 
and appointed his fecond fecretary, Mr. Denton, 
to be paymafter, whofe falary was a charge of a~ 
bove five hundred pounds in the whole : then, 
thinking this was too fmall a charge to put the 
public to for nothing, he made an eftablifliment 
for that work, confifting of one fuperimendant at 
three pounds per week, eight overfeers at fevea 
pounds four {hillings a-week, and fixteen afBft* 
ants at feven pounds four {hillings a-week, mak- 
ing in all feventeen pounds eight {hillings a-week t 
and thefc were, for the greater part, perfons who 
had no knowledge of fuch bufinefs ; and their 
honefty was equal to their knowledge, as it has. 
fmce appeared by the notorious cheats and ne- 
glects th?.t have been made out againft them, in- 
fomuch, that the work that they have overfeen* 
which, wich their {alary, has coft near 3000 L 
might have been done for lefs than 1800L if it 
had been agceed for Ijy the yard which is the 
ufual method, and was fo propofed in the eflimate* 
And this is all a certainty, becaufe all that haa 
been done, was only removing earth, which has. 
been exactly computed by the yard, and might 
have been fo agreed for. 

Philip S — v — ge*, Efq; as chancellor of the ex- 
chequer, demanded fees of the commiffioners o£ 
the revenue for fealing writs in the queen's bufi- 
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ncfs, and {hewed them for it fomc precedents; 
but they, not being well fatisficd with them, 
wrote to Mr* South, one of the commiflioners, 
then in London, to inquire into the pra&ice 
there. He fcnt them word, upon inquiry, that 
fees were paid there, upon the like cafes ; fo they 
adjudged it for him, and conftantly paid him fees. 
Jf, therefore, there was a fault, it mufl ly at their 
door, for he never offered to ftop the bufinefs; 
yet his excellency knew fo well how to choofe an 
attorney and folicitor-general, that, when the cafe 
was referred to them, they gave it againft the 
chancellor, and faid, he had forfeited his place by 
it, and ought to refund the money, being about 
two hundred pounds per annum ; but never found 
»ny fault in the commiflioners, who adjudged the 
cafe for him, and might have refufed hirh the mo- 
ney, if they had thought fit. 

Captain Robert F— d, father to the prefent 

c — 1 of K e, had a grant ftom king Charles IL 

of the olfice of comptroller of the mufters, during 

the lives of captain C s B n, now e — 1 

of M h, and George F d, elder brother 

to the prefent e — 1 of • • — e ; which the faid 

Robert F d enjoyed, with afalary of ^ooh'per 

annum, and, after his death, his fon George enjoy- 
ed it ; till my lord G — lw — y did, by threats, 
compel him to furrender the faid patent for a pen- 
fion of two hundred pounds per annum, which he 
enjoyed during his life. Some time ago, the pre- 
fent e — 1 of K e, as heir to his father and 

brother, looked upon hirnfejf to be injured by the 

furrender 
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furrender of faid patent, which fhould have come 

to him, the e 1 of M h being ftill living : 

therefore, in order to right himfelf, did petition 
her majefty ; which petition, als ufual, was re- 
ferred to the earl of Wharton, then lord lieute- 
nant ; who, being at that time in London, re- 
ferred it, according to the common method on 
fuch occafions, to the lord chancellor and lieute- 
nant-general lngoldfby, the then lords juftices of 
this kingdom 5 who, for their information, order- 
ed the attorney-general to enquire, whether the 
e 1 of K e -had any legal. title to faid pa- 
tent, which he, in a full report, faid he had : and 
they referred it to the deputy vice-treafurer to 
enquire into the nature of the office, and to give 
them his opinion, whether he thought it wat 
ufeful and neceflary for her majefty's fervice* 
He gave in his report, and faid, he thought it 
both ufeful and neceflary ; and, with more honefty 
than wit, gave the following reafons : firft, thai 
the mufter-mafter general computed the pay of 
the whole military lift, which is above two hundred 
thoufand pounds per annum : fo, having no check 
on him, might commit miftakes, to the great pre* 
judice of the crown : and, fecondly, becaufe he 
had himfelf found out feveral of thofe miftakes, 
which a comptroller might prevent. The lords 
juftices approved of thefe reafons, and fo fent over 
their report to my lord lieutenant, that they 
thought the office ufeful and neceflary ; but co- 
lonel P r, the mufter-mafter general, being 

then in London, and having given my lord lieu- 
tenant 
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tenant one thoufand pounds for his confent to en- 
joy that office, after he had got her majefty's or- 
ders for a patent, thought a check upon his office 
would be a trotiblefome fpy upon him fo he 
pleaded the merit of his thoufand pounds, and 
defired, in confideration thereof, that his excellen* 
cy would free him from an office that would put 
it out of his power to wrong the crown ; and, t& 
ftrcngthen his pretentions, put my lady m mind 
of what money he had loft to her at play ; who 
immediately, out of a grateful fenfe of benefits re- 
ceived, railed as much again ft the lords juftices 
report as ever flie had done againft the toriesj 
and my lord lieutenant, prompted by the fame 
▼irttie, made his report, that there needed no 
comptroller to that office, becaufe he comptrolled 
it himfelf ; which (now having given his word 
for it) he will, beyond all doubt, efte&ually for 
the future : though, fince it has been plainly 
made appear, that, for want of fome control in 
that office, her majefty has been wronged of ma- 
ny hundred pounds, by the roguery of a clerk ; 
and that duiing the time of his excellency's go- 
Ternment ; of which there has been but a fmall 
part refunded, and the reft has not been enquired 
after, left it fhould make it plainly appear, that a 
comptroller in that office is abfolutely necefTary. 

His excellency being defirous, for a private 
reafon, to provide for the worthlefs fon of a worth- 
lefs father, who had lately fold his company, and, 
■of courfe, all pretentions to preferment in the ar- 
xny, took this opportunity : A captain in the old- 
eft 
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eft regiment in the kingdom,- being worn out 
-with fervice, defired leave to fell ; which was 
granted him ; and accordingly, for a confidera- 
tion agreed upon, he gave a refignation of his 
company to a perfon approved of by the com- 
mander of the regiment ; who, at the fame time, 
applied to his excellency for leave for another 
captain of his regiment, who is an engineer in 
her majefty's fervice in Spain, and abfent by her 
majefty's licence : his excellency hearing that* 
(aid, they might give him a company in Spain, 
for he would difpofe of this here ; and foj not- 
withftanding all the commanders in the regiment 
could urge, he gave the company, which was re- 
gularly furrendered, to his worthy favourite ; and 
the other company, which was a difputable title, 
to the gentleman who had paid bis money for * 
that which was furrendered. Talking one morn- 
ing, as he was drefiing, (at lcaft a dozen people 
prefent) of the debates in council, about the af- 
fairs of Trim, he faid, the lord chief juftice 
D ■ ■ had laid down as law, a thing for which 
a man ought to have his gown dripped off, and 
be whipped at the cart's a — e ; and, in lefs than 
a quarter of an hour, repeated the expreffion a** 

gain : yet, fome days after, fent Dr. L d to 

afl'ure his lordfliip, he faid no fuch thing. Some 
time after, while he was in England, he ufed hi* 
utmoft efforts with the queen to turn him our, 
but could not : and when he came once again % 
he took an opportunity (when the judges were to. 
wait on him) to fay to them, particularly to lord 

chief 
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chief juftice D — — , that, perhaps, fome officious 
pcrfons might fpread ftories, that he had endea- 
voured to do fome of them a prejudice in Eng- 
land, which, he allured them, he never had but, 
on the contrary, would always, without diftinc- 
tion, (hew his regard according to merit ' r which 
the lord chief juftice B was pleafed to ap- 
prove of, by laying, that was very honourable, 
that was very gracious j though he knew the con- 
trary himfelf. 

In England he bid Mr. Deering aflure all his 
friends and acquaintance here, that they and e- 
very body might depend on his favour, as they 
behaved themfelvcs; with which Mr. Deering 
was much pleafed, and wrote over to his friends 
accordingly ; and as foon as his back was turned, 
he jeeringly faid, " D — mn me, how eafily he is 
(t bit." When the Duke of Ormond was in the 
government, he gave to Mr. Anderfon Saunders 
the government of Wicklow-caftle, which has no 
falary, but a perquifite of fome land worth about 
12I. per annum^ which Mr. Saunders gave to the 
free-fchool of the town \ but his excellency, not 
liking either the perfpn or the ufe, without any 
cereraony, or reafon given, fupeifeded him, by 
giving a commiffion for it to J — s the horfe-cour- 
fer, who lies under feveral odious and fcandalous 
reflections, particularly of very narrowly efcaping 
the gallows for coining. Some time after, his 
excellency landing the fecond time, he fent for 
Mr. Saunders, among others, defiling their good 
offices in the enfuing feflion, and that Mr. Saun- 
ders 
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:rs would not takeamifs his giving that place to 
— s, for he aflured him he did not know it be- 
nged to him, which is highly probable, becaufe 
en oi his knowledge ufually give away things, 
ithout enquiring how they are in their difpofal. 
[r. Saunders anfwered him, " He was very glad 
to find what was done was not out of any par- 
ticular difpleafure to him, becaufe Mr. Whit- 
fhed had (aid at Wicklow, by way of apology 
for what his excellency had done, that it was 
occafioned by Mr. Saunders having it ; and 
feeing his excellency had no ill intention againfl 
him, was glad he could tell his excellency it was 
not legally given away, for he had a cufto- 
dium for the land out of the court of exche- 
quer ; fo his excellency's commiflion could do 
him no prejudice." 

Lieutenant-general Echlin had pay on this efta- 
lifhment as brigadier, till the middle of Ofto- 
er 1708, when he was removed from it by bis 
xcellency, becaufe his regiment went away 
t that time, and lieutenant-general G— was 
»ut in his room. Some time after, major-gene- 
al Rook, confidering the reafon why Echlin was 

emoved, concluded, that G could not come 

m, till fome time in February after, becaufe his 
egiment was alfo out of the kingdom till that 
ime ; and therefore, he being the eldeft general 
>fficer, that had no pay as fuch, was entitled to 
he brigadier's pay, from the time Echlin was re- 
moved till G was qualified to receive it; he 

aaving done the duty. His excellency, upon hear- 
ing 
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ing the reafon, owned it to be a very good one, 
and told him if the money were not paid to G— 
be mould have it, fo bid him go fee ; which he 
did, and found it was : then his excellency told 
bim he would refer his cafe to a court of general 
officers to give their opinion in it, which he faid 
mud needs be in his favour ; and upon that 
ground he would find a way to do him right ; 
yet when the general officers fat, he fent for feve- 
ral of them, and made them give the cafe againft 
Rook. 

When the profecution againft the difTenting 
minifters in Drogheda was depending, one Ste- 
phens, a lawyer in this town of Dublin, fent his 
excellency, then in London, a petition, in the 
name of the faid difTenting minifter, in behalf of 
himfelf and others who lay under any fuch pro- 
fecution ; and, in about a fortnight's time, his ex- 
cellency fent over a letter, to the then lords juf- 
tices, to give the attorney and folicitor general's 
orders, to enter a noli pr off qui to all fuch fui ts: 
which was done accordingly, though be never fo 
much as enquired into the merit of the caufe, or 
referred the petition to any body, which is a ju- 
ftice done to all men, let the cafe be never fo 
light. He faid he had her majefty's orders for it, 
but they did not appear under her hand ; and it 
is generally affirmed he never had any. 

That his excellency can defcend to fmall gains, 
take this inftance : there was 850 1. ordered by her 
majefty to buy new liveries for the flate trumpets, 
meflengers, tsft. ; but with great induftry he got 

them 
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them made cheaper by 200 1. which he faved out 
of that fum ; and it is reported, that his fteward 
got a handfome confideration befide, from the 
undertaker. 

The agent to his regiment, being fo alfo to o- 
thers, bought a lieutenant's commiflion in a re- 
giment of foot, for which he never was to do any 
duty;. which fervice pleafed his excellency fo well, 
that he gave him leave to buy a company, and 
would have had him kept both but before his 
pleafure was known, the former was difpofed of. 

The lord lieutenant has no power to remove or 
put in a folicitor general without the queen's let- 
ter, it being one of thofe employments excepted ' 
out of his commiflion ; yet, becaufe Sir R — L — 
difobliged him, by voting according to his opi- 
nion, he removed him, and put in Mr. F— — , 
though he had no queen's letter for fo doing, on- 
ly a letter from Mr. Secretary Boyle that her ma~ 
jefty defigned to remove him. 

The privy council in Ireland, have a great {hare 
of the adminiftration, all things being carried by 
the confent of the majority, and they fign all 
orders and proclamations there, as well . as the. 
chief governor. But hi9 excellency difliked fo 
great a mare of power in any but himfelf : and 
when matters were debated in council, otrrerwife 
than he approved, he would flop them, and fay, 
€S Come, my lords> I fee how your opinions are, and 
« therefore I will not take your votes and fo 
would put an end to the difpute. 

Vol. IV. Oo One 
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One of his chief favourites tvas a fcandalous 
clergyman, a con (Ian t companion of his pkafures, 
%vho appealed publicly with his excellency, but 
never in his habit, and who was a hearer and 
iharer of all the lewd and blafphemous difcourfes 
of his excellency and his cabal. His excellency 
prefented this worthy divine to one of the b — ps, 
•with the following recommendation : " My lord, 

€< M is a very boneft fellow, and has no fault 

*< but that he is a littletoo immoral." He made this 
man chaplain to his regiment, though he had 
been fo infamous, that a b— p in England re- 
fufed to admit him to a living he had been pre- 
fented to, till the patron, forced him to it by law. 

His excellency recommended the carl of I 

to be one of the lords juflices in his abfence, and 
■was much mortified, when he found lieutenant- 
general I by appointed, without any regard to 

his recommendation j particularly becanfe the u- 
fual falary of a lord juftice in the lord lieutenant's 
abfence, is 100 1. per month, and he had bargain- 
ed with the earl for 40 1. 

I will fend you in a packet or two, fome par* 
ticulars of his excellency^ ufage of the convoca- 
tion, of his" infamous, intrigues with Mrs. 
C — ngfby, an account of his arbitrary proceed- 
ings about the ele&ion of a magiftrate in Trim, 
lis barbarous injuftice to dean Jephfon, and poor 
"Will Crpw ; his deciding a cafe at hazard to get 
my lady twenty guineas, but in fo. fcandalous 
and unfair a manner, that the acranteft (harper 
would be afhamed of j the common cuflom of 

playing 
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playing on Sunday in my ladyVclofet ; the partie 

quarree between her ladyfhip and Mrs. L d 

and two young fellows dining privately and fre- 
quently at Clontarf, where they ufed to go in a. 
hackney coach ; and his excellency's making no 
fcruple of diriing in a hedge tavern whenever he 
was invited ; with fome other paflages, which, T 
hope*, you will put into fome method, and corre£fc 
the ftile, and publifli as fpecdy as you can. 

Note, Mr. S ge, befides the perfecution a- 

bout his fees, was turned out of the council for 
giving his vote in parliament iu a cafe where hie 
excellency's own friends were of the fame opinion, 
till they were wheedled or threatened out of it by 
his excellency. The particulars befcxe mentioned I 
have not yet received ; whenever they ccme, I fbatt 
publiflj them in a feccv.d part. 
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Remarks on Dr. Swift's Tracts relating to 
Ireland. 

Taken from Mr. Deane Swift's Essay. 

Thefe tracts may, for any thing I know to the contrary, be 
thought local and temporary ; and perhaps for that reafoii may 
chance to be neglected by fuccccding generations ; which happens 
to be the fate of aim oft all other points of hiflory, excepting 
thole only which arc ftiffly fupported by the clamour and virulence 
or" Contending parties, according to their feveral views and inU- 
refts in the commonwealth. But as the writings of Dr. Swift, 
and particularly the Drapier's letters, are founded on the fecure 
bafis of the laws of his country, and fupported throughout the 
whole with the warmcft zeal for liberty, they will for ever com- 
mand the veneration of thofe who are not unworthy to enjoy the 
bkflings of our conftitution. For although it be a truth fcarce 
ever regarded, the fubjec*t matter which happens, to give riie to 
any political treatifc whatlbever is but of little confequence j that 
ip;» it v* hich is conveyed in the writings of a patriot, who is c- 
^ually faithful to his King and country, being that alone which 
improvcth our faculties, and therefore hath a claim to all tht 
decpeft of our attention, let what age or nation fbever boaft of 
the honour of his genius. But if the inhabitants of thefe na» 
tions, and particularly the people of Ireland, will continue to be 
like the dead adder, which refufcth to hear the voice of the 
charmer, charm he never Co wifely ; the time may come, when, 
for want of a patriot infpired like Dr. Swift to apprife them of 
their danger, they may be doomed to chains and flavery,' T>y the 
connivance of Ibme wicked impoftor that may lie in wait for 
their dtftnicljon. Confider, therefore, ye fons of Ireland, what 
hardihips had like to have been inflicted upon your wife, your 
courageous patriot ; confidcr what perfecutions were let on foot 
again ft him by Haves and wretches, for no other crime but that 
of defending your liberties, or rather indeed for maintaining the 
▼cry exiftence of your country, againft one vile mfignificant 
mechanic. Think not becaufe that evil day is paft, that in the 
womb of time there cannot be any further projects to under* 
■oinc your liberties. Have yc not feeX» pretended patriots of late 

years. 
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years which have proftituted their impious pens to ferve the vilefl 
purpofcs ? But, thanks be to God! their writings have perifhecT, 
and their names are univerfally pronounced with abhorrence, 
contempt, and execration. Read therefore, and imbibe the pc*- 
litical principles of Dr. Swift ; engrave them on the tablet of 
your hearts ; teach them unto your children's children ; and a- 
bove all things, remember to fix an indelible mark of infamy 
upon thoil* men, who by their words, their actions, and 
other wicked infinuating artifices, endeavour to fap the ^vitals of 
your liberty. For be aPiired, that in the day of trial they wilt 
approve themfelves to their matters to be corrupted flaves and 
traitors to their countiy. 

As to the piece entitled, A jhort View of the State of Ireland, 
ivritten in 1727, [above, p. 113.] I cannot but declare myieh? 
heartily forry, that I am forced to difagree with Lord Orrery 
with regard to his critic on it, [above, p. 123.] For fureiy a- 
mong all the pleafures and delights which have any refpect unto 
this habitable world, there can be none more generous, more in- 
tellectual, and more divine, than to rejoice in the proiperity of 
our country. But, alas ! the miferies of Ireland being the effects ✓ 
of a thoufand caufes, are, I am afraid, incurable. At lead ail 
remedies but one (which is, abolilhing the ufe of gold and filver 
out of the whole community ; a fcheme too philofophical, andf" 
perhaps too chimerical for fo corrupted an age to reduce into 
practice) appear to be fo exceedingly defperate, that I verily be- 
lieve it would require a legiflator equal to the conductor of the 
Ifraelites out of tne land of Egypt, to make them a rich and 
floui idling people, notwithftanding the fertility of their foil, and 
the temperature of their climate. 

I wonder, that any man could poflibly refide, for the greater 
part of eighteen years, in Ireland, without remarking, to hit 
infinite regret, that no people in the Chriftian world are fo defti* 
tutc of raiment, food, and all the conveniences of life, as th« 
inhabitants of that wretched kingdom, notwithstanding that by 
God and nature it is perhaps the moft favoured country upon 
earth. Optima natio, peflima gttis, was, I remember, Dr. Swift*! 
periphrafis for Ireland, whenever his patriot indignation was 
raifed again ft the abfurdity of their conduct a»d politics. 

In the jbort view y the Doctor enumerates fourteen caufos of 
any country's fiouriflung and growing rich, and then examines 
O o 3 what 
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what effects arife from thefe caufes in Ireland. I am well con- 
vinced, that Jbmc few alterations have taken place fince 1727. 
But whel her, in fact, thefe alterations have at all contributed to 
the intcrcft of the weal-public ; or whether it appears they have 
have had the lead effect towards baniftiing complaint from our 
ftrects, is at prefent one of the points to be confidered ; and the 
other is, how far the remarks of Dr. Swift are equally true at 
this day as they were in 17 27. 

I cannot but infill upon it, that Ireland, with regard to twelve 
articles out of the fourteen, is juft in the fame condition, and 
labours under the fame difadvantages, this prefent year 17,54, as 
it did in the year 1727. 

With refpect to the fcventh article [above, p. 114. 118J which 
concerns the improvement of land, and the encouragement of 
agriculture, Ireland is by far in a wor/e 11 tu at ion at prefent thaa 
it was in 1727, notwithstanding many appearances to the con* 
trary. For although it be certain, that great improvements, 
and particularly the fined roads perhaps in the world, have beea 
made fince that epoch, flocks and herds have been only thereby 
multiplied. And although it be aflerted by Lord Orrery [above 
p. 123.] that agriculture is cultivated (i. e. that the culture of 
land is cultivated) in Ireland ; the greater part of the hufband- 
mcn, the labourers and the poor, have, merely for the lake of 
thofe curfed cattle, which are the bane of Ireland, bctn driven 
out of their wretched habitations, and baailhed the country* 
hclpLls, naked, and forlorn ; to rot, ftarve, and pcrtfh iu defo* 
late places, to the great diminution of the inhabitants. 

And as to the fourteenth article [above p. 1 15. 119.] the peo- 
ple of Ireland, by their folly, their madnefs, their luxury, and 
difregard to all public intereft, are, by many degrees, in a more 
wretched condition than they were in 1 727 *, the mod common 
ceceflaries, even their corn, their ale, and their potatoes, being, 
to the Qiame and confuGon of their politics, imported from a- 
broad, as well as their tea, their claret, and their fpices. 

As to the pamphlet entitled, A mad eft propofal, &c. [above, 
P* 335'] ^ i* a humorous treatife, equally the product of defpair 
and benevolence ; and feometh to have been written in the bit* 
ternefs of the Dean's foul, and principally addrefied to the con- 
^deration of thofe mcrcilcfs tyrants which ftarve and oppre/s 
their fellow creatures, even to the ihamc and detraction of their 

country 
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country.. His propofal is, to fatten up the children of beggars, 
cottagers and farmers, as they do lambs and pigs for the mar- 
kets, and fell their carcaies to the rich ; a food which he declares 
to be very proper for Undlords; who, as they have already de- 
voured moil of the parents, fcem to have the bed title to their 
children. 

As to Dr. Swift's political tracts relating to Ireland, wherein 
the rights of the clergy and the canieof chriflianity are expreftly 
and immediately concerned, I (hall only obferve in general, that 
Swift, being a thorough matter of politics, and far beyond all 
the wifeft of his contemporaries, deeply verfed in the hiftory of 
parties, could difcover, at a furprifing diftance, the natural con* 
fequences of thofe efforts which had been frequently made dur- 
ing the time he flouriftied, to iubvert our happy conftitution 
both of church and (late; infomuch that he appears, from a 
great variety of his tracts, to have been one of the ffloft faga- 
cious watchmen that ever was known in the church of Chrift. 
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